Tablets of the Divine Plan — Abdu’l-Baha

9: TABLET TO THE BAHA’IS OF THE NORTHEASTERN
STATES

Revealed on February 2, 1917, in Ismd’il Aqd’s room at the house of
‘Abdu’l-Baha in Haifa, and addressed to the Bahd’is of the nine
Northeastern States of the United States: Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and New York.

He is God!
O ye real friends:

ALL countries, in the estimation of the one true God, are but one
country, and all cities and villages are on an equal footing. Neither holds

distinction over another. All of them are the fields of God and the
habitation of the souls of men. Through faith and certitude, and the
precedence achieved by one over another, however, the dweller
conferreth honor upon the dwelling, some of the countries achieve
distinction, and attain a preeminent position. For instance,
notwithstanding that some of the countries of Europe and of America are
distinguished by, and surpass other countries in, the salubrity of their
climate, the wholesomeness of their water, and the charm of their
mountains, plains and prairies, yet Palestine became the glory of all
nations inasmuch as all the holy and divine Manifestations, from the
time of Abraham until the appearance of the Seal of the Prophets
(Muhammad), have lived in, or migrated to, or traveled through, that
country. Likewise, Mecca and Medina have achieved illimitable glory,
as the light of Prophethood shone forth therein. For this reason Palestine
and Hijaz have been distinguished from all other countries.
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Likewise, the continent of America is, in the eyes of the one true God,
the land wherein the splendors of His light shall be revealed, where the
mysteries of His Faith shall be unveiled, where the righteous will abide
and the free assemble. Therefore, every section thereof is blessed: but
because these nine states have been favored in faith and assurance,
hence through this precedence they have obtained spiritual privilege.
They must realize the value of this bounty; because they have obtained
such a favor and in order to render thanksgiving for this most great
bestowal, they must arise in the diffusion of divine fragrances so that the
blessed verse of the Qur’an, “God is the light of heaven and earth: the
similitude of His light is a niche in a wall, wherein a lamp is placed, and
the lamp enclosed in a case of glass; the glass appears as if it were a
shining star. It is lighted with the oil of a Blessed Tree, an olive neither
of the East, nor of the West; it wanteth little but that the oil thereof
would give light, although no fire touched it. This is the light added unto
light. God will direct unto His light whom He pleaseth”—may be
realized.

He says: The world of nature is the world of darkness, because it is the
origin of a thousand depravities; nay, rather, it is darkness upon
darkness. The illumination of the world of nature is dependent upon the
splendor of the Sun of Reality. The grace of guidance is like unto the
candle which is enkindled in the glass of knowledge and wisdom and
that glass of knowledge and wisdom is the mirror of the heart of
humanity. The oil of that luminous lamp is from the fruits of the Blessed
Tree and that oil is so refined that it will burn without light. When the
intensity of the light and the translucency of the glass and the purity of
the mirror are brought together, it will become light upon light.

In brief, in these nine blessed states ‘Abdu’l-Baha journeyed and
traveled from place to place, explained the wisdom of the heavenly
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books and diffused the fragrances. In most of these states he founded the
divine Edifice and opened the door of teaching. In those states he sowed
pure seeds and planted blessed trees.

Now the believers of God and the maidservants of the Merciful must
irrigate these fields and with the utmost power engage themselves in the
cultivation of these heavenly plantations so that the seeds may grow and
develop, prosperity and blessing be realized and many rich and great
harvests be gathered in.

The Kingdom of God is like unto a farmer who comes into possession of
a piece of pure and virgin soil. Heavenly seeds are scattered therein, the
clouds of divine providence pour down and the rays of the Sun of
Reality shine forth.

Now all these bounties exist and appear in full in these nine states. The
divine Gardener passed by that holy ground and scattered pure seeds
from the lordly teachings in that field; the rain of the bounties of God
poured down and the heat of the Sun of Reality—that is, the merciful
confirmations—shone with the utmost splendor. It is my hope that each
one of those blessed souls may become a peerless and unique irrigator
and the East and the West of America may become like unto a delectable
paradise so that all of you may hear from the Supreme Concourse the cry
of “Blessed are you, and again blessed are you!”

Upon you be greeting and praise!

The following supplication is to be read by the teachers and friends
daily:

THOU kind Lord! Praise be unto Thee that Thou hast shown us the
highway of guidance, opened the doors of the kingdom and manifested
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Thyself through the Sun of Reality. To the blind Thou hast given sight;
to the deaf Thou hast granted hearing; Thou hast resuscitated the dead;
Thou hast enriched the poor; Thou hast shown the way to those who
have gone astray; Thou hast led those with parched lips to the fountain
of guidance; Thou hast suffered the thirsty fish to reach the ocean of
reality; and Thou hast invited the wandering birds to the rose garden of
grace.

O Thou Almighty! We are Thy servants and Thy poor ones; we are
remote and yearn for Thy presence, are athirst for the water of Thy
fountain, are ill, longing for Thy healing. We are walking in Thy path
and have no aim or hope save the diffusion of Thy fragrance, so that all
souls may raise the cry: O God, “Guide us to the straight path.”! May
their eyes be opened to behold the light, and may they be freed from the
darkness of ignorance. May they gather around the lamp of Thy
guidance. May every portionless one receive a share. May the deprived
become the confidants of Thy mysteries.

O Almighty! Look upon us with the glance of mercifulness. Grant us
heavenly confirmation. Bestow upon us the breath of the Holy Spirit, so
that we may be assisted in Thy service and, like unto brilliant stars, shine
in these regions with the light of Thy guidance.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise and the Seeing.

iQur’an 24:35.
iQur’an 1:6.
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