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I: Lauded and glorified art Thou, O Lord, my...

Lauded and glorified affhou, O Lord, my God! How can | make mention of Thee, assured as |
am that no tongue, however deep its wisdom, can befittingly magnify Thy name, nor can the bir¢
of the human heart, however great its longing, ever hope to ascend into the heaven of T
majesty and knowledge.

If 1 describe Thee, O my God, as Him Who is the-Rdirceiving, | find myself compelled to
admit that They Who are the highest Embodiments of perception have been created by virtue
Thy behest. And if | extol Thee as Him Who is thé-Wise, |, likewise, am forced to recognize
that the Well Springs of wisdom have themselves been generated through the operation of T
Will. And if | proclaim Thee as the Incomparable One, | soon discover that they Who are the
inmost essence of onenessvd been sent down by Thee and are but the evidences of Thine
handiwork. And if | acclaim Thee as the Knower of all things, | must confess that they Who are
the Quintessence of knowledge are but the creation and instruments of Thy Purpose.

Exalted, immeagrably exalted, art Thou above the strivings of mortal man to unravel Thy
mystery, to describe Thy glory, or even to hint at the nature of Thine Essence. For whatever suc
strivings may accomplish, they never can hope to transcend the limitations imposedhy
creatures, inasmuch as these efforts are actuated by Thy decree, and are begotten of Th
invention. The loftiest sentiments which the holiest of saints can express in praise of Thee, a
the deepest wisdom which the most learned of men caninttbeir attempts to comprehend
Thy nature, all revolve around that Center Which is wholly subjected to Thy sovereignty, Which
adoreth Thy Beauty, and is propelled through the movement of Thy Pen.

Nay, forbid it, O my God, that | should have uttered swolhds as must of necessity imply the
existence of any direct relationship between the Pen of Thy Revelation and the essence of ¢
created things. Far, far are They Who are related to Thee above the conception of suc
relationship! All comparisons and likesses fail to do justice to the Tree of Thy Revelation, and
every way is barred to the comprehension of the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Day Spring o
Thy Beauty.

Far, far from Thy glory be what mortal man can affirm of Thee, or attribute unto dhéee
praise with which he can glorify Thee! Whatever duty Thou hast prescribed unto Thy servants o
extolling to the utmost Thy majesty and glory is but a token of Thy grace unto them, that the
may be enabled to ascend unto the station conferred bpwrotvn inmost being, the station of

the knowledge of their own selves.

No one else besides Thee hath, at any time, been able to fathom Thy mystery, or befittingly t
extol Thy greatness. Unsearchable and high above the praise of men wilt Thou reraaar.for
There is none other God but Thee, the Inaccessible, the Omnipotent, the Omniscient, the Holy
Holies.
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II: The beginning of all things is the knowledge...

The beginning of all things is the knowledge of God, and the end of all things is stecvaice
of whatsoever hath been sent down from the empyrean of the Divine Will that pervadeth all tha
is in the heavens and all that is on the earth.
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[1l: The Revelation which, from time immemorial,...

The Revelation which, from time immemorial, héen acclaimed as the Purpose and Promise
of all the Prophets of God, and the most cherished Desire of His Messengers, hath now, by virt
of the pervasive Will of the Almighty and at His irresistible bidding, been revealed unto men.
The advent of such aeRelation hath been heralded in all the sacred Scriptures. Behold how,
notwithstanding such an announcement, mankind hath strayed from its path and shut out itse
from its glory.

Say: O ye lovers of the One true God! Strive, that ye may truly recogmiz&reow Him, and
observe befittingly His precepts. This is a Revelation, under which, if a man shed for its sake on
drop of blood, myriads of oceans will be his recompense. Take heed, O friends, that ye forfe
not so inestimable a benefit, or disregdsdtianscendent station. Consider the multitude of lives
that have been, and are still being, sacrificed in a world deluded by a mere phantom which t
vain imaginations of its peoples have conceived. Render thanks unto God, inasmuch as ye ha
attaineduh o your heart’s Desire, and been wunit
Guard ye, with the aid of the one true Geelxalted be His glorr-the integrity of the station
which ye have attained, and cleave to that which shall promote His Cause. ife gngineth

on you what iI's right and conducive to -the
Merciful, the Revealer of this wondrous Tablet.
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V. ' [ Day i1 n which Gojd

(@)

This is the Day i n vabvorsbtdve b&en goured ootamon mea,xhe Pay | nt
in which His most mighty grace hath been infused into all created things. It is incumbent upon al

the peoples of the world to reconcile their differences, and, with perfect unity and peace, abid
beneath theshadow of the Tree of His care and lovkigdness. It behoveth them to cleave to
whatsoever will, in this Day, be conducive to the exaltation of their stations, and to the
promotion of their best interests. Happy are those whom thgloaibus Pen was mved to

remember, and blessed are those men whose names, by virtue of Our inscrutable decree, \lie
have preferred to conceal.

Beseech ye the one true God to grant that all men may be graciously assisted to fulfil that whic
is acceptable in Our sight. Sooillwhe presenday order be rolled up, and a new one spread out
in its stead. Verily, thy Lord speaketh the truth, and is the Knower of things unseen.
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V. ' I's the Day whereon the

This is the Day wher e onhbeehmanifested anto men, the@aydin s
which the Day Star of His lovingindness hath shed its radiance upon them, the Day in which
the clouds of His bountiful favor have overshadowed the whole of mankind. Now is the time to
cheer and refresh the doweastthrough the invigorating breeze of love and fellowship, and the
living waters of friendliness and charity.

They who are the beloved of God, in whatever place they gather and whomsoever they ma
meet, must evince, in their attitude towards God, and inmiener of their celebration of His
praise and glory, such humility and submissiveness that every atom of the dust beneath their fe
may attest the depth of their devotion. The conversation carried by these holy souls should &
informed with such power #t these same atoms of dust will be thrilled by its influence. They
should conduct themselves in such manner that the earth upon which they tread may never
all owed to address to them such words as 't
how patient | am in bearing the burden which the husbandman layeth upon me. | am the
instrument that continually imparteth unto all beings the blessings with which He Who is the
Source of all grace hath entrusted me. Notwithstanding the honor conferred apandrthe
unnumbered evidences of my weakh wealth that supplieth the needs of all creatitwehold

the measure of my humility, withess with what absolute submissiveness | allow myself to be
trodden beneath the feet of men. .. ."

Show forbearance and beméence and love to one another. Should any one among you be
incapable of grasping a certain truth, or be striving to comprehend it, show forth, when
conversing with him, a spirit of extreme kindliness and gadl Help him to see and recognize

the truth without esteeming yourself to be, in the least, superior to him, or to be possessed o
greater endowments.

The whole duty of man in this Day is to attain that share of the flood of grace which God pouret
forth for him. Let none, therefore, consider tlaegeness or smallness of the receptacle. The
portion of some might |ie in the palm of a
of others even a gallemeasure.

Every eye, in this Day, should seek what will best promote the Cause oH8puVho is the
Eternal Truth, beareth Me witness! Nothing whatever can, in this Day, inflict a greater harm
upon this Cause than dissension and strife, contention, estrangement and apathy, among
loved ones of God. Flee them, through the power of GadHis sovereign aid, and strive ye to
knit together the hearts of men, in His Name, the Unifier, th&Adwing, the AllWise.

Beseech ye the one true God to grant that ye may taste the savor of such deeds as are perfor
in His path, and partake ofdlsweetness of such humility and submissiveness as are shown for
His sake. Forget your own selves, and turn your eyes towards your neighbor. Bend your energi
to whatever may foster the education of men. Nothing is, or can ever be, hidden from God. If y
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follow in His way, His incalculable and imperishable blessings will be showered upon you. This
is the luminous Tablet, whose verses have streamed from the moving Pen of Him Who is th
Lord of all worlds. Ponder it in your hearts, and be ye of them thatobds precepts.
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VI: Behold, how the divers peoples and kindreds...

Behold, how the divers peoples and kindreds of the earth have been waiting for the coming of t
Promised One. No sooner had He, Who is the Sun of Truth, been made manifest, #@lan, lo,

turned away from Him, except them whom God was pleased to guide. We dare not, in this Da
lift the veil that concealeth the exalted station which every true believer can attain, for the jo
which such a revelation must provoke might well cause addaint away and die.

He Who is the Heart and Center of the Bayéa
the potentialities of the Revelation that is to come is endowed with a potency superior to the
combined forces of all those who followMé And, agai n, He saith:
paid to Him Who is to come after Me, the greatest is this, My written confession, that no word
of Mine can adequately describe Him, nor can any reference to Him in My Book, the Bayan, dc
justicetoHiIsCause."”

Whoso hath searched the depths of the oceans that lie hid within these exalted words, a
fathomed their import, can be said to have discovered a glimmer of the unspeakable glory wit
which this mighty, this sublime, and most holy Revelation Hatlen endowed. From the
excellence of so great a Revelation the honor with which its faithful followers must needs be
invested can be well imagined. By the righteousness of the one true God! The very breath ¢
these souls is in itself richer than all theasures of the earth. Happy is the man that hath
attained thereunto, and woe betide the heedless.
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VII: Verily | say, this is the Day in which mankind...

Verily | say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the
Promsed One. The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His countenance hath bee
lifted up upon men. It behoveth every man to blot out the trace of every idle word from the table
of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased mind, on theokigissRevelation, the
proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory.

Great indeed is this Day! The allusions made to it in all the sacred Scriptures as the Day of Go
attest its greatness. The soul of every Prophet of God, of every Divine Mesdaigdhirsted

for this wondrous Day. All the divers kindreds of the earth have, likewise, yearned to attain it.
No sooner, however, had the Day Star of Hi g
Will, than all, except those whom the Almighiyas pleased to guide, were found dumbfounded
and heedless.

O thou that hast remembered Me! The most grievous veil hath shut out the peoples of the ea
from His glory, and hindered them from hearkening to His call. God grant that the light of unity
mayenvel op the whole earth, and that the se
the brow of all its peoples.
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VIII: By the righteousness of God! These are the...

By the righteousness of God! These are the days in which God hath proved thehtets
entire company of His Messengers and Prophets, and beyond them those that stand guard o
His sacred and inviolable Sanctuary, the inmates of the celestial Pavilion and dwellers of th
Tabernacle of Glory. How severe, therefore, the test to whiey who join partners with God
must needs be subjected!
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I X O dusayn! Consider the

O Husayn! Consider the eagerness with whic
returnof mhmHu s ayn, whose coming, after the appe
in days past, byhe chosen ones of God, exalted be His glory. These holy ones have, moreove
announced that when He Who is the Day Spring of the manifold grace of God manifestet
Hi msel f, al |l the Prophets and Messengehes,
shadow of the sacred Standard which the Promised One will raise. That hour is now come. T
world is illumined with the effulgent glory of His countenance. And yet, behold how far its
peoples have strayed from His path! None have believed in Him etkmaptwho, through the
power of the Lord of Names, have shattered the idols of their vain imaginings and corrupt desire
and entered the city of certitude. The seal of the choice Wine of His Revelation hath, in this Da
and in His Name, the Sefufficing, been broken. Its grace is being poured out upon men. Fill
thy cup, and drink in, in His Name, the Most Holy, the-Rthised.
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X: The time foreordained unto the peoples and...

The time foreordained unto the peoples and kindreds of the earth is nowTdwm@omises of

God, as recorded in the holy Scriptures, have all been fulfilled. Out of Zion hath gone forth the
Law of God, and Jerusalem, and the hills and land thereof, are filled with the glory of His
Revelation. Happy is the man that pondereth inhieiart that which hath been revealed in the
Books of God, the Help in Peril, the S8tbsisting. Meditate upon this, O ye beloved of God,
and let your ears be attentive unto His Word, so that ye may, by His grace and mercy, drink yo
fill from the crystd waters of constancy, and become as steadfast and immovable as the
mountain in His Cause.

I n the Book of Isaiah it is written: “Ent e
Lord, and for the gl ory of h tporsthisnvarseeantfayl t0”
recognize the greatness of this Cause, or doubt the exalted character of thith®&ay of

God Himself. This same verse is followed b
in that Day. ” Thi Ben ofdhe MdsteHigiDlzath glavitied i lall the hay
Scriptures. There is no verse in them that doth not declare the glory of His holy Name, and n
Book that doth not testify unto the loftiness of this most exalted theme. Were We to make
mention of all thahath been revealed in these heavenly Books and holy Scriptures concerning
this Revelation, this Tablet would assume impossible dimensions. It is incumbent in this Day
upon every man to place his whole trust in the manifold bounties of God, and arise to
disseminate, with the utmost wisdom, the verities of His Cause. Then, and only then, will the
whole earth be enveloped with the morning light of His Revelation.
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XlI: All glory be to this Day, the Day in which the...

All glory be to this Day, the Day in lch the fragrances of mercy have been wafted over all

created things, a Day so blest that past ages and centuries can never hope to rival it, a Day
which the countenance of the Ancient of Days hath turned towards His holy seat. Thereupon t
voices ofall created things, and beyond them those of the Concourse on high, were heard callin
al oud: “Haste thee, O Car mel , for | o, t he
Kingdom of Names and Fashioner of the heave

Seized with transports of joy, and raising
sacrifice to Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast fixed Thy gaze upon me, hast bestowed upon me T
bounty, and hast directed towards me Thy steps. Separation from @h&kou Source of
everlasting life, hath well nigh consumed me, and my remoteness from Thy presence hath burnds
away my soul. All praise be to Thee for having enabled me to hearken to Thy call, for having
honored me with Thy footsteps, and for having kereed my soul through the vitalizing
fragrance of Thy Day and the shrilling voice of Thy Pen, a voice Thou didst ordain as Thy
trumpetcall amidst Thy people. And when the hour at which Thy resistless Faith was to be made
manifest did strike, Thou didst dathe a breath of Thy spirit into Thy Pen, and lo, the entire
creation shook to its very foundations, unveiling to mankind such mysteries as lay hidden withi
the treasuries of Him Who is the Possessor

No sooner had her voice reacd t ha't most exalted Spot tha
unto thy Lord, O Carmel. The fire of thy separation from Me was fast consuming thee, when the
ocean of My presence surged before thy face, cheering thine eyes and those of all creation, &
filli ng with delight all things visible and invisible. Rejoice, for God hath in this Day established
upon thee His throne, hath made thee the dawplmce of His signs and the day spring of the
evidences of His Revelation. Well is it with him that circlethuae thee, that proclaimeth the
revelation of thy glory, and recounteth that which the bounty of the Lord thy God hath showerec
upon thee. Seize thou the Chalice of Immortality in the name of thy Lord, th@lgibus, and

give thanks unto Him, inasmuch Hg, in token of His mercy unto thee, hath turned thy sorrow
into gladness, and transmuted thy grief into blissful joy. He, verily, loveth the spot which hath
been made the seat of His throne, which His footsteps have trodden, which hath been honored
His presence, from which He raised His call, and upon which He shed His tears.

“Cal l out to Zion, O Car mel , and announce
eyes is come! His atfonquering sovereignty is manifest; His-aficompassing splead is
revealed. Beware lest thou hesitate or halt. Hasten forth and circumambulate the City of God th
hath descended from heaven, the celestial Kaaba round which have circled in adoration t
favored of God, the pure in heart, and the company of theeraked angels. Oh, how | long to
announce unto every spot on the surface of the earth, and to carry to each one of its cities, tjge
gladtidings of this Revelatior-a Revelation to which the heart of Sinai hath been attracted, and
in whose name the Burnilus h i s calling: *Unto God, the
of earth and heaven.’ Verily this i's the
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announcement, the Day for which have been laid up those things which God, through a boun
beyond tie ken of mortal mind or heart, hath destined for revelation. Ere long will God sail His
Ark upon thee, and will manifest the people of Baha who have been mentioned in the Book o
Names .~

Sanctified be the Lord of all mankind, at the mention of Whose radintiee atoms of the earth
have been made to vibrate, and the Tongue of Grandeur hath been moved to disclose that wh
had been wrapt in His knowledge and lay concealed within the treasury of His might. He, verily
through the potency of His name, the kiig the AlFPowerful, the Most High, is the ruler of all
that is in the heavens and all that is on earth.
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XII: Bestir yourselves, O people, in anticipation of...

Bestir yourselves, O people, in anticipation of the days of Divine justice, for the ptbhuosr is
now come. Beware lest ye fail to apprehend its import and be accounted among the erring.
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XllI: Consider the past. How many, both high and...

Consider the past. How many, both high and low, have, at all times, yearningly awaited the
advent ofthe Manifestations of God in the sanctified persons of His chosen Ones. How often
have they expected His coming, how frequently have they prayed that the breeze of Diving
mercy might blow, and the promised Beauty step forth from behind the veil of coeo¢aénd

be made manifest to all the world. And whensoever the portals of grace did open, and the clouc
of divine bounty did rain upon mankind, and the light of the Unseen did shine above the horizo
of celestial might, they all denied Him, and turned wvi@m His face—the face of God
Himself....

Reflect, what could have been the motive for such deeds? What could have prompted suc
behavior towards the Revealers of the beauty of theGhdtious? Whatever in days gone by
hath been the cause of the demiadl opposition of those people hath now led to the perversity of
the people of this age. To maintain that the testimony of Providence was incomplete, that it hat
therefore been the cause of the denial of the people, is but open blasphemy. How fae from t
grace of the AlBountiful and from His loving providence and tender mercies it is to single out a
soul from amongst all men for the guidance of His creatures, and, on one hand, to withhold fro
Him the full measure of His divine testimony, and, on ttieeq inflict severe retribution on His
people for having turned away from His chosen One! Nay, the manifold bounties of the Lord of
all beings have, at all times, through the Manifestations of His Divine Essence, encompassed t
earth and all that dwelherein. Not for a moment hath His grace been withheld, nor have the
showers of His lovingindness ceased to rain upon mankind. Consequently, such behavior ca
be attributed to naught save the pettyndedness of such souls as tread the valley of arrogance
and pride, are lost in the wilds of remoteness, walk in the ways of their idle fancy, and follow the
dictates of the leaders of their faith. Their chief concern is mere opposition; their sole desire is t
ignore the truth. Unto every discerning observes evident and manifest that had these people
in the days of each of the Manifestations of the Sun of Truth sanctified their eyes, their ears, a
their hearts from whatever they had seen, heard, and felt, they surely would not have bee
deprived of behlding the beauty of God, nor strayed far from the habitations of glory. But
having weighed the testimony of God by the standard of their own knowledge, gleaned from th
teachings of the leaders of their faith, and found it at variance with their limitkztatanding,

they arose to perpetrate such unseemly acts....

Consider Moses! Armed with the rod of celestial dominion, adorned with the white hand of
Divine knowledge, and proceeding from the Paran of the love of God, and wielding the serpe
of power andeverlasting majesty, He shone forth from the Sinai of light upon the world. He
summoned all the peoples and kindreds of the earth to the kingdom of eternity, and invited the
to partake of the fruit of the tree of faithfulness. Surely you are aware bétbe opposition of
Pharaoh and his people, and of the stones of idle fancy which the hands of infidels cast upon t
blessed Tree. So much so that Pharaoh and his people finally arose and exerted their utmc
endeavor to extinguish with the waters afsEhood and denial the fire of that sacred Tree,
oblivious of the truth that no earthly water can quench the flames of Divine wisdom, nor mortal
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blasts extinguish the lamp of everlasting dominion. Nay, rather, such water cannot but intensif
the burning bthe flame, and such blasts cannot but ensure the preservation of the lamp, were
to observe with the eye of discernment, anoc

And when the days of Moses were ended, and the light of Jesus, shinindgréon the Day
Spring of the Spirit, encompassed the world, all the people of Israel arose in protest against Hi
They clamored that He Whose advent the Bible had foretold must needs promulgate and fulf
the laws of Moses, whereas this youthful Nazarevieo laid claim to the station of the divine
Messiah, had annulled the laws of divorce and of the sabbathtbaymost weighty of all the

laws of Moses. Moreover, what of the signs of the Manifestation yet to come? These people ¢
Israel are even unto theresent day still expecting that Manifestation which the Bible hath
foretold! How many Manifestations of Holiness, how many Revealers of the light everlasting,
have appeared since the time of Moses, and yet Israel, wrapt in the densest veils of satanic fa
and false imaginings, is still expectant that the idol of her own handiwork will appear with such
signs as she herself hath conceived! Thus hath God laid hold of them for their sins, hat
extinguished in them the spirit of faith, and tormented therh thié flames of the nethermost
fire. And this for no other reason except that Israel refused to apprehend the meaning of suc
words as have been revealed in the Bible concerning the signs of the coming Revelation. As s
never grasped their true signifie@ and, to outward seeming, such events never came to pass,
she, therefore, remained deprived of recognizing the beauty of Jesus and of beholding the Fa
of God. And they still await His coming! From time immemorial even unto this day, all the
kindreds ad peoples of the earth have clung to such fanciful and unseemly thoughts, and thu
have deprived themselves of the clear waters streaming from the springs of purity and holiness.

To them that are endowed with understanding, it is clear and man#g&sivtien the fire of the

love of Jesus consumed the veils of Jewish limitations, and His authority was made apparent a
partially enforced, He, the Revealer of the unseen Beauty, addressing one day His disciple
referred unto His passing, and, kindlimyit hei r hearts the fire of
go away and come again unto you.” And in a
Who wil | tell you all t hat I have not t ol
saying have but one meaning, were ye to ponder upon the Manifestations of the Unity of Goc
with Divine insight.

Every discerning observer wil/l recognize t
and the Cause of Jesus were confirmed. As to the matte f names, Mu h am
decl ared: “1 am Jesus.” He recognized the
testified that they were all of God. In this sense, neither the person of Jesus nor His writings ha
di ffered f rammadar aftHis bofy Bddky imasmuch as both have championed the
Cause of God, uttered His praise, and revealed His commandments. Thus it is that Jes
Hi msel f, decl ared: *“I go away and come aga
“l amubhhef yesterday,” it would speak the

in mind, claim to be other than that sun, it still would speak the truth. In like manner, if it be said
that all the days are but one and the same, it is corred¢twdAnd if it be said, with respect to
their particular names and designations, that they differ, that again is true. For though they a
the same, yet one doth recognize in each a separate designation, a specific attribute, a partic
character. Condee accordingly the distinction, variation, and unity characteristic of the various
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Manifestations of holiness, that thou mayest comprehend the allusions made by the Creator of ¢
names and attributes to the mysteries of distinction and unity, and digbevanswer to thy
guestion as to why that everlasting Beauty should have, at sundry times, called Himself b
different names and titles....

When the Unseen, the Eternal, the Divine
above the horizon of kwledge, among the cavils which the Jewish divines raised against Him
was that after Moses no Prophet should be sent of God. Yea, mention hath been made in tjg
Scriptures of a Soul Who must needs be made manifest and Who will advance the Faith, a
promotethe interests of the people of Moses, so that the Law of the Mosaic Dispensation ma
encompass the whole earth. Thus hath the King of eternal glory referred in His Book to the
words uttered by those wanderers dnoft h@od,a
the Jews, ‘“i's chained up.’ Chained up be t
they were accursed. Nay, out stretched are
hands."” Al t hough t he C 0 mme ted &t divers maonkrs theh e
circumstances attending the revelation of this verse, yet thou shouldst endeavor to apprehend t
purpose thereof. He saith: How false is that which the Jews have imagined! How can the hand
Him Who is the King in truth, Who caed the countenance of Moses to be made manifest, and
conferred upon Him the robe of Prophethedtbw can the hand of such a One be chained and
fettered? How can He be conceived as powerless to raise up yet another Messenger after Mos
Behold the absurdjtof their saying; how far it hath strayed from the path of knowledge and
understanding! Observe how in this Day also, all these people have occupied themselves wi
such foolish absurdities. For over a thousand years they have been reciting this werse, a
unwittingly pronouncing their censure against the Jews, utterly unaware that they themselves
openly and privily, are voicing the sentiments and belief of the Jewish people! Thou art surel
aware of their idle contention, that all Revelation is endedt, ttte portals of Divine mercy are
closed, that from the day springs of eternal holiness no Sun shall rise again, that the Ocean
everlasting bounty is forever stilled, and that out of the Tabernacle of ancient glory the
Messengers of God have ceasetbéomade manifest. Such is the measure of the understanding
of these smalni nded, contemptible people. These p¢
all-encompassing grace and plenteous mercies, the cessation of which no mind can contempl
has beemalted. From every side they have risen and girded up the loins of tyranny, and exerte
t he ut most endeavor to quench with the bi
Burning Bush, oblivious that the globe of power shall, within its own migtignghold, protect

the Lamp of God....

Behold how the sovereignty of Muhammad, t
manifest amongst the people. You are well aware of what befell His Faith in the early days o
His Dispensation. What woeful suffiegs did the hand of the infidel and erring, the divines of
that age and their associates, inflict upon that spiritual Essence, that most pure and holy Bein
How abundant the thorns and briars which they have strewn over His path! It is evident that the
wretched generation, in their wicked and satanic fancy, regarded every injury to that immorta
Being as a means to the attainment of an abiding felicity; inasmuch as the recognized divines ¢
that age, suidtlbagy, ' Albdu Almli &-on-i-Asiraf, ahdeNadabn-i- | K
Harith, all treated Him as an impostor, and pronounced Him a lunatic and a calumniator. Suc
sore accusations they brought against Him that in recounting them God forbiddeth the ink t
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flow, Our pen to move, or the page to b#aem. These malicious imputations provoked the
people to arise and torment Him. And how fierce that torment, if the divines of the age be its
chief instigators, if they denounce Him to their followers, cast Him out from their midst, and
declare Him a migeant! Hath not the same befallen this Servant, and been witnessed by all?

For this reason did Muhammad c¢cry out: “No
suffered.” And in the Qur’éan are r ecgHmded
as well as all the afflictions which He suffered. Refer ye thereunto, that haply ye may be
informed of that which hath befallen His Revelation. So grievous was His plight, that for a time
all ceased to hold intercourse with Him and His companMmever associated with Him fell a
victim to the relentless cruelty of His enemies....

Consider, how great is the change today! Behold, how many are the Sovereigns who bow t
knee before His name! How numerous the nations and kingdoms who have sowstjedtdreof

His shadow, who bear allegiance to His Faith, and pride themselves therein! From thopulpit
there ascendeth today the words of praise which, in utter lowliness, glorify His blessed name
and from the heights of minarets there resoundetlcdhdéhat summoneth the concourse of His
people to adore Him. Even those Kings of the earth who have refused to embrace His Faith a
to put off the garment of unbelief, notteeless confess and acknowledge the greatness and
overpowering majesty of th@ay Star of lovingkindness. Such is His earthly sovereignty, the
evidences of which thou dost on every side behold. This sovereignty must needs be revealed a
established either in the lifetime of every Manifestation of God or after His ascension anto Hi
true habitation in the realms above....

It is evident that the changes brought about in every Dispensation constitute the dark clouds th
intervene between the eye of man’s wunder st
from the day springfahe Divine Essence. Consider how men for generations have been blindly
imitating their fathers, and have been trained according to such ways and manners as have be
laid down by the dictates of their Faith. Were these men, therefore, to discover gutideal

Man, Who hath been living in their midst, Who, with respect to every human limitation hath
been their equal, had risen to abolish every established principle imposed by the# Faith
principles by which for centuries they have been disciplined,eaedy opposer and denier of
which they have come to regard as infidel, profligate and wiek#tey would of a certainty be
veiled and hindered from acknowl edging His
of those whose inner being hath rtasted the Salsabil of detachment, nor drunk from the
Kawthar of the knowledge of God. Such men, when acquainted with those circumstances
become so veiled that, without the least question, they pronounce the Manifestation of God
infidel, and sentenceiklt to death. You must have heard of such things taking place all down the
ages, and are now observing them in these days.

| t behoveth us, therefor e, to make the utm

dark veils, these clouds of Heaveent trials, may not hinder us from beholding the beauty of
His shining Countenance, and that we may recognize Him only by His own Self.
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XIV: The Divine Springtime is come, O Most Exalted...

The Divine Springtime is come, O Most Exalted Pen, for tretivad of the AlkMerciful is fast
approaching. Bestir thyself, and magnify, before the entire creation, the name of God, an
celebrate His praise, in such wise that all created things may be regenerated and made ne
Speak, and hold not thy peace. The dtgr of blissfulness shineth above the horizon of Our
name, the Blissful, inasmuch as the kingdom of the name of God hath been adorned with t
ornament of the name of thy Lord, the Creator of the heavens. Arise before the nations of t
earth, and arm yself with the power of this Most Great Name, and be not of those who tarry.

Methinks that thou hast halted and movest not upon My Tablet. Could the brightness of th¢
Divine Countenance have bewildered thee, or the idle talk of the froward filled thegneit

and paralyzed thy movement? Take heed lest anything deter thee from extolling the greatness
this Day—the Day whereon the Finger of majesty and power hath opened the seal of the Wine ©
Reunion, and called all who are in the heavens and all whorathe earth. Preferrest thou to
tarry when the breeze announcing the Day of God hath already breathed over thee, or art thou
them that are shut out as by a veil from Him?

No veil whatever have | allowed, O Lord of all names and Creator of the igeaweeshut me

from the recognition of the glories of Thy Dayhe Day which is the lamp of guidance unto the
whole world, and the sign of the Ancient of Days unto all them that dwell therein. My silence is
by reason of the veils that have blinded Thyareate s’ eyes to Thee, angc
of the impediments that have hindered Thy people from recognizing Thy truth. Thou knowes
what is in me, but | know not what is in Thee. Thou art thekAlbwing, the Altinformed. By

Thy name that excellethl @ther names! If Thy overruling and albmpelling behest should ever
reach me, it would empower me to revive the souls of all men, through Thy most exalted Word
which | have heard uttered by Thy Tongue of power in Thy Kingdom of glory. It would enable
me to announce the revelation of Thy effulgent countenance wherethrough that which lay hidde
from the eyes of men hath been manifested in Thy name, the Perspicuous, the soverei
Protector, the SelBubsisting.

Canst thou discover any one but Me, O Rerthis Day? What hath become of the creation and
the manifestations thereof? What of the names and their kingdom? Whither are gone all create
things, whether seen or unseen? What of the hidden secrets of the universe and its revelatio
Lo, the entire eation hath passed away! Nothing remaineth except My Face, thé\kdang,

the Resplendent, the Atlorious.

This is the Day whereon naught can be seen except the splendors of the Light that shineth fro
the face of Thy Lord, the Gracious, the MostuBoful. Verily, We have caused every soul to
expire by virtue of Our irresistible and-alibduing sovereignty. We have, then, called into being

a new creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. | am, verily, tigoaftiful, the Ancient of
Days.
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Thisi s the Day whereon the unseen world crie
hast been made thefestt ool of thy God, and been chose
realm of glory exclai meth: “fWthee| for He Whe is theny
Beloved of the AHMerciful hath established His sovereignty upon thee, through the power of
Hi s Name that hath been promised unto all
the Day whereon every sweet smellithgng hath derived its fragrance from the smell of My
garment—a garment that hath shed its perfume upon the whole of creation. This is the Da
whereon the rushing waters of everlasting life have gushed out of the Will of tivierdiful.
Haste ye, with yor hearts and souls, and quaff your fill, O Concourse of the realms above!

Say: He it is Who is the Manifestation of Him Who is the Unknowable, the Invisible of the
Invisibles, could ye but perceive it. He it is Who hath laid bare before you the hidden an
treasured Gem, were ye to seek it. He it is Who is the one Beloved of all things, whether of th
past or of the future. Would that ye might set your hearts and hopes upon Him!

We have heard the voice of thy pleading, O Pen, and excuse thy silencas\iVitlaat hath so
sorely bewildered thee?

The inebriation of Thy presence, O WBkloved of all worlds, hath seized and possessed me.

Arise, and proclaim unto the entire creation the tidings that He Who is thHdeidiful hath
directed His steps towds the Ridvan and entered it. Guide, then, the people unto the garden of
delight which God hath made the Throne of His Paradise. We have chosen thee to be our mg
mighty Trumpet, whose blast is to signalize the resurrection of all mankind.

Say: This is lte Paradise on whose foliage the wine of utterance hath imprinted the testimony
“He that was hidden from the eyes of men i
is the Paradise, the rustling of heavbhns and thé e a
earth! There hath appeared what hath never previously appeared. He Who, from everlasting, h
concealed His Face from the sight of <creat
wafteth amidst its br afvbohistlse sdvdrezgn leord ofaline made t
mani fest . The Kingdom is God’'s,” while fro
“ Al eyes are gladdened, for He Whom none

hath lifted the veil of glory,ah uncovered the countenance of

Within this Paradise, and from the heights of its loftiest chambers, the Maids of Heaven have
cried out and shouted: “Rejoice, ye dwell e
the Ancient of Days ardnging, in the name of the AlGlorious, the Most Great Bell, in the
midmost heart of the heavens. The hands of bounty have borne round the cup of everlasting lif
Approach, and quaff your fill. Drink with healthy relish, O ye that are the very incansabio

l onging, ye who are the embodi ments of vehe

This is the Day whereon He Who is the Revealer of the names of God hath stepped out of t
Tabernacle of glory, and proclaimed unto all who are in the heavens and all who are on the eart
“ Ptaway the cups of Paradise and all the-dif@ng waters they contain, for lo, the people of
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Baha have entered the blissful abode of the Divine Presence, and quaffed the wine of reunio
from the chalice of the beauty of their Lord, the-Rbbssessinghte Mo st Hi gh.”

Forget the world of creation, O Pen, and turn thou towards the face of thy Lord, the Lord of al
names. Adorn, then, the world with the ornament of the favors of thy Lord, the King of
everlasting days. For We perceive the fragrance of thevihereon He Who is the Desire of all
nations hath shed upon the kingdoms of the unseen and of the seen the splendor of the light
His most excellent names, and enveloped them with the radiance of the luminaries of His mos
gracious favors-favors whichnone can reckon except Him, Who is the omnipotent Protector of
the entire creation.

Look not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness and of mercy, for Ou
loving providence hath pervaded all created things, and Our grace encompassathtland the
heavens. This is the Day whereon the true servants of God partake of-tyieitifewaters of
reunion, the Day whereon those that are nigh unto Him are able to drink of tflewswfy river

of immortality, and they who believe in His tyithe wine of His Presence, through their
recognition of Him Who is the Highest and Last End of all, in Whom the Tongue of Majesty and
Gl ory voiceth the call: “The Kingdom is Mi

Attract the hearts of methrough the call of Him, the one alone Beloved. Say: This is the Voice
of God, if ye do but hearken. This is the Day Spring of the Revelation of God, did ye but know,
it. This is the Dawning?lace of the Cause of God, were ye to recognize it. This isaine& of

the commandment of God, did ye but judge it fairly. This is the manifest and hidden Secret

would that ye might perceive it. O peoples of the world! Cast away, in My name that
transcendeth all other names, the things ye possess, and immersévgsurs¢his Ocean in
whose depths lay hidden the pearls of wisdom and of utterance, an ocean that surgeth in
name, the AHMerciful. Thus instructeth you He with Whom is the Mother Book.

The BesiBeloved is come. In His right hand is the sealed Windis name. Happy is the man
that turneth unto Hi m, and drinketh his fi
the signs of God!"” By the righteousness
manifested through the power of truth. Aletfavors of God have been sent down, as a token of
His grace. The waters of everlasting life have, in their fuliness, been proffered unto men. Ever
single cup hath been borne round by the hand of the-Béédlved. Draw near, and tarry not,
though it be fo one short moment.

Blessed are they that have soared on the wings of detachment and attained the station which,
ordained by God, overshadoweth the entire creation, whom neither the vain imaginations of th
learned, nor the multitude of the hosts af #arth have succeeded in deflecting from His Cause.
Who is there among you, O people, who will renounce the world, and draw nigh unto God, the
Lord of all names? Where is he to be found who, through the power of My name that
transcendeth all created th&gvill cast away the things that men possess, and cling, with all his
might, to the things which God, the Knower of the unseen and of the seen, hath bidden hi
observe? Thus hath His bounty been sent down unto men, His testimony fulfilled, and His proo
shone forth above the Horizon of mercy. Rich is the prize that shall be won by him who hath
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and exclaimed: “Lauded art
Desire of every understandi

Rejoice with exceeding gtiness, O people of Baha, as ye call to remembrance the Day of
supreme felicity, the Day whereon the Tongue of the Ancient of Days hath spoken, as Hé¢
departed from His House, proceeding to the Spot from which He shed upon the whole of creatio
the splenda of His name, the AlMerciful. God is Our witness. Were We to reveal the hidden
secrets of that Day, all they that dwell on earth and in the heavens would swoon away and di
except such as will be preserved by God, the Almighty, th&Adiwing, the AllWise.

Such is the inebriating effect of the words of God upon Him Who is the Revealer of His
undoubted proofs, that His Pen can move no longer. With these words He concludeth His Tabl
“No God is there but Me , t he oO8DExdelleri xhe At e d
Knowing. "~
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XV: Revel ati on excl a

The Pen of Revelation excl ai met h: “On this
is calling: “On this Day al/l s 0 v e rofethe gealtinsy i
above crieth out from the i mmortal Branch:
Incomparable,the ACo mpel | i ng!” The Mystic Dove proc
everlasting Paradi se: rived,hnehisDayufrom &odote Omel the b
Forgiving!” The Bird of the Throne warbl et
ascendancy is to be attributed, this Day, to none except God, Him Who hath no peer nor equz
Who is the Most Powerfuthe AFSubdui ng!” The i nmost essen
things the testimony: “AIll forgiveness flo
compare, with Whom no partners can be joined, the Sovereign Protector of all men, and th
Conceatr of their sins!” The Quintessence of
crieth from such heights as neither pen n
witness! He, the Ancient of everlasting days is come, girded with majestgcavel. There is

none other God but Him, the ABlorious, the Almighty, the AlHighest, the AHWise, the Alt
Pervading, the AiSeeing, the AHinformed, the Sovereign Protector, the Source of eternal
light!”

O My servant, who hast sought the gamdasure of God and clung to His love on the Day when
all except a few who were endued with insight have broken away from Him! May God, through
His grace, recompense thee with a generous, an incorruptible and everlasting reward, inasmu
as thou hast sought iHion the Day when eyes were blinded. Know thou that if We reveal to
t hee but a sprinkling of the showers whic
envious and the malicious, have rained upon Us, thou wouldst weep with a great weeping, a
wouldg bewail day and night Our plight. Oh, would that a discerning angrfiamided soul could

be found who would recognize the wonders of this Revelatisanders that proclaim the
sovereignty of God and the greatness of its power. Would that such a man risghara,
wholly for the sake of God, admonish, privately and openly, the people, that haply they ma
bestir themselves and aid this wronged One Whom the workers of iniquity have so sorel
afflicted.

Methinks that | hear the Voice of the Holy Spirit aadjifrom behind Me saying: Vary Thou Thy
theme, and alter Thy tone, lest the heart of him who hath fixed his gaze upon Thy face b
saddened. Say: | have through the grace of God and His might besought the help of no one in t{ge
past, neither will | seek thieelp of any one in the future. He it is Who aided Me, through the
power of truth, during the days of My bani
His protection at a time when the kindreds of the earth were contending with Me. He it is Whao
endled Me to depart out of the city, clothed with such majesty as none, except the denier and t
malicious, can fail to admit.

www.oceanoflights.org




Say: My army is My reliance on God; My people, the force of My confidence in Him. My love is
My standard, and My companion themembrance of God, the Sovereign Lord of all, the Most
Powerful, the AiGlorious, the Unconditioned.

Arise, O wayfarer in the path of the Love of God, and aid thou His Cause. Say: Barter not awa
this Youth, O people, for the vanities of this world or ttielights of heaven. By the
righteousness of the one true God! One hair of Him excelleth all that is in the heavens and &
that is on the earth. Beware, O men, lest ye be tempted to part with Him in exchange for the go
and silver ye possess. Let His éolse a storehouse of treasure for your souls, on the Day when
naught else but Him shall profit you, the Day when every pillar shall tremble, when the very
skins of men shall creep, when all eyes shall stare up with terror. Say: O people! Fear ye Go
and urn not away disdainfully from His Revelation. Fall prostrate on your faces before God, and
celebrate His praise in the daytime and in the night season.

Let thy soul glow with the flame of this undying Fire that burneth in the midmost heart of the
world, in such wise that the waters of the universe shall be powerless to cool down its ardo
Make, then, mention of thy Lord, that haply the heedless among Our servants may b
admonished through thy words, and the hearts of the righteous be gladdened.
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XVI: Say: O men! This is a matchless Day....

Say: O men! This is a matchless Day. Matchless must, likewise, be the tongue that celebrate
the praise of the Desire of all nations, and matchless the deed that aspireth to be acceptabl
His sight. The whole hummarace hath longed for this Day, that perchance it may fulfil that which
well beseemeth its station, and is worthy of its destiny. Blessed is the man whom the affairs c
the world have failed to deter from recognizing Him Who is the Lord of all things.

Soblind hath become the human heart that neither the disruption of the city, nor the reduction o
the mountain in dust, nor even the cleaving of the earth, can shake off its torpor. The allusio
made in the Scriptures have been unfolded, and the signsledcinerein have been revealed,
and the prophetic cry is continually being raised. And yet all, except such as God was pleased
guide, are bewildered in the drunkenness of their heedlessness!

Witness how the world is being afflicted with a fresh catgn@very day. lIts tribulation is
continually deepening. From the moment the Sitl)a” i s ( Tabl et t o Ra’
the present day, neither hath the world been tranquillized, nor have the hearts of its peoples be
at rest. At one time it hatheen agitated by contentions and disputes, at another it hath been
convulsed by wars, and fallen a victim to inveterate diseases. Its sickness is approaching t
stage of utter hopelessness, inasmuch as the true Physician is debarred from administering
remedy, whilst unskilled practitioners are regarded with favor, and are accorded full freedom tc
act. ...The dust of sedition hath clouded the hearts of men, and blinded their eyes. Erelong, th¢
will perceive the consequences of what their hands haveghtan the Day of God. Thus
warneth you He Who is the Alhformed, as bidden by One Who is the Most Powerful, the
Almighty.
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XVII: By HIm Who is the Great Announcement!...

By Him Who is the Great Announcement! The-Merciful is come invested with undbted
sovereignty. The Balance hath been appointed, and all them that dwell on earth have bee
gathered together. The Trumpet hath been blown, and lo, all eyes have stared up with terror, aj
the hearts of all who are in the heavens and on the earthreaveldéd, except them whom the
breath of the verses of God hath quickened, and who have detached themselves from all things

This is the Day whereon the earth shall tell out her tidings. The workers of iniquity are her
burdens, could ye but perceive it.efmoon of idle fancy hath been cleft, and the heaven hath
given out a palpable smoke. We see the people laid low, awed with the dread of thy Lord, th
Almighty, the Most Powerful. The Crier hath cried out, and men have been torn away, so grea
hath been th fury of His wrath. The people of the left hand sigh and bemoan. The people of the
right abide in noble habitations: they quaff the Wine that is life indeed, from the hands of the
All-Merciful, and are, verily, the blissful.

The earth hath been shakengddahe mountains have passed away, and the angels have appearec
rank on rank, before Us. Most of the people are bewildered in their drunkenness and wear ¢
their faces the evidences of anger. Thus have We gathered together the workers of iniquity.
seethem rushing on towards their idol. Say: None shall be secure this Day from the decree @
God. This indeed is a grievous Day. We point out to them those that led them astray. They se
them, and yet recognize them not. Their eyes are drunken; they areé atéed people. Their
proofs are the calumnies they uttered; condemned are their calumnies by God, the Help in Pe
the SelfSubsisting. The Evil One hath stirred up mischief in their hearts, and they are afflicted
with a torment that none can averh€ely hasten to the wicked, bearing the register of the workers
of iniquity. Such are their doings.

Say: The heavens have been folded together, and the earth is held within His grasp, and tige
corrupt doers have been held by their forelock, and still thegrmstand not. They drink of the
tainted water, and know it not. Say: The shout hath been raised, and the people have come fo
from their graves, and arising, are gazing around them. Some have made haste to attain the ca
of the God of Mercy, others havallen down on their faces in the fire of Hell, while still others

are lost in bewilderment. The verses of God have been revealed, and yet they have turned awj
from them. His proof hath been manifested, and yet they are unaware of it. And when the
behdd the face of the AlMerciful, their own faces are saddened, while they are disporting
themselves. They hasten forward to Hell Fire, and mistake it for light. Far from God be what
they fondly imagine! Say: Whether ye rejoice or whether ye burst for heyheavens are cleft
asunder, and God hath come down, invested with radiant sovereignty. All created things a
heard excl ai mi ng: “The Ki n gktawmg, thesAll\Biosle s”, t Hlle

Know thou, moreover, that We have been cast into Hictake Prison, and are encompassed
with the hosts of tyranny, as a result of what the hands of the infidels have wrought. Such is th
gladness, however, which the Youth hath tasted that no earthly joy can compare unto it. By Goc
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The harm He suffereth #te hands of the oppressor can never grieve His heart, nor can He be
saddened by the ascendancy of such as have repudiated His truth.

Say: Tribulation is a horizon unto My Revelation. The day star of grace shineth above it, anc
sheddeth a light whichtelher t he ¢l ouds of men’s idle f
aggressor can obscure.

Follow thou the footsteps of thy Lord, and remember His servants even as He doth remembt
thee, undeterred by either the clamor of the heedless ones or the $wwedenemy.... Spread
abroad the sweet savors of thy Lord, and hesitate not, though it be for less than a moment, in tjge
service of His Cause. The day is approaching when the victory of thy Lord, th&&gering,
the Most Bountiful, will be proclaimed.
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XVIII: Say: We have caused the rivers of Divine...

Say: We have caused the rivers of Divine utterance to proceed out of Our throne, that the tend
herbs of wisdom and understanding may spring forth from the soil of your hearts. Will ye not be
thankful? They who disdain to worship their Lord shall be of those who are cast off. And oft as
Our verses are rehearsed unto them, they persist in proud disdain, and in their gross violation
His law, and know it not. As for them who have disbelieved in Hiey 8hall be in the shadow

of a black smoke. “The Hour” hath come wupo

have been seized by their forelock, and yet know it not.

The thing that must come hath come suddenly; behold how they flee from mé&uiable hath
come to pass; withess how they have cast it behind their backs! This is the Day whereon eve
man will fly from himself, how much more from his kindred, could ye but perceive it. Say: By
God! The blast hath been blown on the trumpet, anchmkind hath swooned away before us!
The Herald hath cried out, and the Summone
the Most Powerful, the Help in Peril, the S8llu b si st i ng. ”

This is the Day on which all eyes shall stare up with terrerDthy in which the hearts of them
that dwell on earth shall tremble, save them whom thy Lord, th&idwing, the AllWise,
pleaseth to deliver. All faces have turned black except those to whom the God of Mercy hat
vouchsafed a radiant heart. Drunkentheeeyes of those men that have openly refused to behold
the face of God, the AlGlorious, the AlPraised.

Say: Perused ye not the Qur’é&an? Read it, t
the Straight Path. This is the Way of God uallovho are in the heavens and all who are on the
eart h. I f ye have been careless of the Qur
you. Behold it open before your eyes. Read ye its verses, that perchance ye desist fro
committing that which W cause the Messengers of God to mourn and lament.

Speed out of your sepulchers. How long will ye sleep? The second blast hath been blown on t
trumpet. On whom are ye gazing? This is your Lord, the God of Mercy. Withess how ye gainsa
His signs! The arth hath quaked with a great quaking, and cast forth her burdens. Will ye not
admit it? Say: Will ye not recognize how the mountains have become like flocks of wool, how
the people are sore vexed at the awful majesty of the Cause of God? Witness hboutesr

are empty ruins, and they themselves a drowned host.

This is the Day whereon the Alllerciful hath come down in the clouds of knowledge, clothed
with manifest sovereignty. He well knoweth the actions of men. He it is Whose glory none ca
mistake,could ye but comprehend it. The heaven of every religion hath been rent, and the eart
of human understanding been cleft asunder, and the angels of God are seen descending.
This is the Day of mutual deceit; whither do ye flee? The mountains havel @agag, and the
heavens have been folded together, and the whole earth is held within His grasp, could ye b
understand it. Who is it that can protect you? None, by Him Who is th®leltiful! None,
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except God, the Almighty, the AGlorious, the Benefent. Every woman that hath had a burden

in her womb hath cast her burden. We see men drunken in this Day, the Day in which men a
angels have been gathered together.

Say: Is there any doubt concerning God? Behold how He hath come down from the heaven ¢
His grace, girded with power and invested with sovereignty. Is there any doubt concerning His
signs? Open ye your eyes, and consider His clear evidence. Paradise is on your right hand, agd
hath been brought nigh unto you, while Hell hath been made to. Mémeess its devouring

flame. Haste ye to enter into Paradise, as a token of Our mercy unto you, and drink ye from t
hands of the AlMerciful the Wine that is life indeed.

Drink with healthy relish, O people of Baha. Ye are indeed they with whorallttghwell. This

is what they who have near access to God have attained. This is the flowing water ye we
promised in the Qur’ a&an, and | ater in the Hoay
Mercy. Blessed are they that quaff it.

O My servant thahath turned thy face towards Me! Render thanks unto God for having sent
down unto thee this Tablet in this Prison, that thou mayest remind the people of the days of th
Lord, the AllGlorious, the AKnowing. Thus have We established for thee, throughntaters

of Our wisdom and utterance, the foundations of thy belief. This, verily, is the water whereon the
Throne of thy Lord hath been raised. “Hi s h
thine heart, that thou mayest comprehend its meaning. Baise be to God, the Lord of all

worlds.
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XIX: To every discerning and illuminated heart it...

To every discerning and illuminated heart it is evident that God, the unknowable Essence, th
Divine Being, is immensely exalted beyond every human atéjlsutch as corporeal existence,
ascent and descent, egress and regress. Far be it from His glory that human tongue sho
adequately recount His praise, or that human heart comprehend His fathomless mystery. He
and hath ever been, veiled in the anceetnity of His Essence, and will remain in His Reality
everl|l astingly hidden from the sight of men.
He is the Subtile, the APer cei vi ng. " .

The door of the knowledge of the Ancient of Days bemgstclosed in the face of all beings, the
Source of infinite grace, according to Hi
grace hath encompassed them all,” hath cau
of the realm of the spiriin the noble form of the human temple, and be made manifest unto all
men, that they may impart unto the world the mysteries of the unchangeable Being, and tell ¢
the subtleties of His imperishable Essence.

These sanctified Mirrors, these Day Springsrdient glory, are, one and all, the Exponents on
earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose. From Hi
proceed their knowledge and power; from Him is derived their sovereignty. The beauty of thei
countenance is b reflection of His image, and their revelation a sign of His deathless glory.
They are the Treasuries of Divine knowledge, and the Repositories of celestial wisdom. Throug
them is transmitted a grace that is infinite, and by them is revealed theth#ghtan never
fade.... These Tabernacles of Holiness, these Primal Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading
glory, are but expressions of Him Who is the Invisible of the Invisibles. By the revelation of
these Gems of Divine virtue all the names andbatttes of God, such as knowledge and power,
sovereignty and dominion, mercy and wisdom, glory, bounty, and grace, are made manifest.

These attributes of God are not, and have never been, vouchsafed specially unto certain Prophe
and withheld from other Nay, all the Prophets of God, His will/ored, His holy and chosen
Messengers are, without exception, the bearers of His names, and the embodiments of
attributes. They only differ in the intensity of their revelation, and the comparative potency of
t heir l i ght . Even as He hath reveal ed: “S
ot hers.”

It hath, therefore, become manifest and evident that within the tabernacles of these Prophets a
chosen Ones of God the light of His infinite names andtexkattributes hath been reflected,
even though the light of some of these attributes may or may not be outwardly revealed fro
these luminous Temples to the eyes of men. That a certain attribute of God hath not bee
outwardly manifested by these EssenagkeBetachment doth in no wise imply that they who are
the Day Springs of God’s attributes and t
possess it. Therefore, these illuminated Souls, these beauteous Countenances have, each
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every one of themheen endowed with all the attributes of God, such as sovereignty, dominion,
and the like, even though to outward seeming they be shorn of all earthly majesty....
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XX: Know thou of a certainty that the Unseen...

Know thou of a certainty that the Unseem aano wise incarnate His Essence and reveal it unto
men. He is, and hath ever been, immensely exalted beyond all that can either be recounted
percei ved. From His retreat of glory His v
none other Go besides Me, the AKnowing, the AllWise. | have manifested Myself unto men,
and have sent down Him Who is the Day Spring of the signs of My Revelation. Through Him |
have caused all creation to testify that there is none other God except Him, thpdraloe the
All-Informed, the AHWi se. ” He Who i s everl astingly hi
known except through His Manifestation, and His Manifestation can adduce no greater proof o
the truth of His Mission than the proof of His own Perso
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XXI: O Salman! The door of the knowledge of...

O Salman! The door of the knowledge of the Ancient Being hath ever been, and will continue fo
ever to be, closed in the face of men. N o
holy court. Asa token of His mercy, however, and as a proof of His Ickingness, He hath
manifested unto men the Day Stars of His divine guidance, the Symbols of His divine unity, anc
hath ordained the knowledge of these sanctified Beings to be identical withothikeé#ge of His

own Self. Whoso recognizeth them hath recognized God. Whoso hearkeneth to their call, hat
hearkened to the Voice of God, and whoso testifieth to the truth of their Revelation, hath testifiec
to the truth of God Himself. Whoso turneth awaynfi them, hath turned away from God, and
whoso disbelieveth in them, hath disbelieved in God. Every one of them is the Way of God tha
connecteth this world with the realms above, and the Standard of His Truth unto every one in t
kingdoms of earth and heen. They are the Manifestations of God amidst men, the evidences of
His Truth, and the signs of His glory.
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XXIl: The Bearers of the Trust of God are made...

The Bearers of the Trust of God are made manifest unto the peoples of the earth as t
Exponetts of a new Cause and the Revealers of a new Message. Inasmuch as these Birds of t
celestial Throne are all sent down from the heaven of the Will of God, and as they all arise ¢
proclaim His irresistible Faith, they, therefore, are regarded as onargbthie same person. For
they all drink from the one Cup of the love of God, and all partake of the fruit of the same Tree
of Oneness.

These Manifestations of God have each a twofold station. One is the station of pure abstractic
and essential unity. lthis respect, if thou callest them all by one name, and dost ascribe to them
the same attributes, thou hast not erred f
do We make between any of His Mess eplegtthes . ”
earth to acknowledge the unity of God, and herald unto them thé¢h&awf an infinite grace

and bounty. They are all invested with the robe of prophethood, and are honored with the mant
of gl ory. Thus hath Muhammad, the Point o]
Li kewise, He saith:, “Moaest hantdi desudéddamsSi
made by Imam " Ali. Sayings such as these,
of Oneness, have also emanated from the
Treasuries of the gemd Divine knowledge, and have been recorded in the Scriptures. These
Countenances are the recipients of the Divine Command, and the Day Springs of His Revelatio
This Revelation is exalted above the veils of plurality and the exigencies of number. Thus He
saith: “Our Cause is but One.” Inasmuch as
al so must needs be one and the same. Li ke
| amps of certitude, have said: asMuh aMurhaadmmé
al | .7

It is clear and evident to thee that all the Prophets are the Temples of the Cause of God, W
have appeared clothed in divers attire. If thou wilt observe with discriminating eyes, thou wilt
behold Them all abiding in the same eafacle, soaring in the same heaven, seated upon the
same throne, uttering the same speech, and proclaiming the same Faith. Such is the unity of thc
Essences of Being, those Luminaries of infinite and immeasurable splendor! Wherefore, shoul

one of theséMani f est ati ons of Hol i ness proclai m s

He, verily, speaketh the truth. In like manner, in every subsequent Revelation, the return of th
former Revelation is a fact, the truth of which is firmly established....

The other station is the station of distinction, and pertaineth to the world of creation, and to the
limitations thereof. In this respect, each Manifestation of God hath a distinct individuality, a
definitely prescribed mission, a predestined revelatod,specially designated limitations. Each

one of them is known by a different name, is characterized by a special attribute, fulfils a definite
mi ssi on, and is entrusted with a particul a
We have causeid excel the others. To some God hath spoken, some He hath raised and exalte
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And to Jesus, Son of Mary, We gave manifest signs, and We strengthened Him with the Hol
Spirit.”

It is because of this difference in their station and mission that the wuddstterances flowing

from these Well Springs of Divine knowledge appear to diverge and differ. Otherwise, in the
eyes of them that are initiated into the mysteries of Divine wisdom, all their utterances are, i
reality, but the expressions of one Trutts #ost of the people have failed to appreciate those
stations to which We have referred, they, therefore, feel perplexed and dismayed at the varyi
utterances pronounced by Manifestations that are essentially one and the same.

It hath ever been evidertat all these divergencies of utterance are attributable to differences of
station. Thus, viewed from the standpoint of their oneness and sublime detachment, the attribut{
of Godhead, Divinity, Supreme Singleness, and Inmost Essence, have been, aplicaldeaj

those Essences of Being, inasmuch as they all abide on the throne of Divine Revelation, and &g
established upon the seat of Divine Concealment. Through their appearance the Revelation
God is made manifest, and by their countenance the Be&®od is revealed. Thus it is that the
accents of God Himself have been heard uttered by these Manifestations of the Divine Being.

Viewed in the light of their second statiefthe station of distinction, differentiation, temporal
limitations, charactestics and standardsthey manifest absolute servitude, utter destitution, and
complete sele f f acement . Even as He saith: “ am @t h
you."”

Were any of the ak mbr aci ng Mani festations of verod 0

through their Revelation, their attributes and names, the Revelation of God, His names and H
attributes, are made manifest in the world. Thus, e th r eveal ed: s |
not Thine.” And also He saith: “1n he
fealty unto God.” And were any of them O i
He, also, speakeththeutt h, t he i ndubitable truth. Even S
of any man among Vyou, but He is the Messen@er
Messengers of that ideal King, that unchangeable Essence. And were they all to pfotlaima m

the Seal of the Prophets,” they, verily, Ul t e
For they are all but one person, one soul, one spirit, one being, one revelation. They are all t
mani festation of the ““Brigrisntn”i ngrid atnhde t*“hlea st n"d
“ Hi d-dalmf which pertain to Him Who is the Innermost Spirit of Spirits and Eternal
Essence of Essences. And were they to say, g W
and indisputable fact. Fahey have been made manifest in the uttermost state of servitude, a
servitude the like of which no man can possibly attain. Thus in moments in which these Essence

of Being were deep immersed beneath the oceans of ancient and everlasting holiness, or w

they soared to the loftiest summits of Divine mysteries, they claimed their utterances to be th
Voice of Divinity, the Call of God Himself.

Were the eye of discernment to be opened, it would recognize that in this very state, they ha
considered themsets utterly effaced and neexistent in the face of Him Who is the All
Pervading, the Incorruptible. Methinks, they have regarded themselves as utter nothingness, aj@
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deemed their mention in that Court an act of blasphemy. For the slightest whisperaify of s
within such a Court is an evidence of sadfsertion and independent existence. In the eyes of
them that have attained unto that Court, such a suggestion is itself a grievous transgression. Hc
much more grievous would it be, were aught else to beimented i n t hat Pr esg
heart, his tongue, his mind, or his soul, to be busied with any one but th&&lalkd, were his

eyes to behold any countenance other than His beauty, were his ear to be inclined to any melo
but His Voice, and were $&ifeet to tread any way but His way....

By virtue of this station they have claimed for themselves the Voice of Divinity and the like,
whilst by virtue of their station of Messengership, they have declared themselves the Messengel
of God. In every instare they have voiced an utterance that would conform to the requirements
of the occasion, and have ascribed all these declarations to Themselves, declarations rangi
from the realm of Divine Revelation to the realm of creation, and from the domain oftpivin

even unto the domain of earthly existence. Thus it is that whatsoever be their utterance, wheth
it pertain to the realm of Divinity, Lordship, Prophethood, Messengership, Guardianship,
Apostleship, or Servitude, all is true, beyond the shadow ofulatddherefore these sayings

which We have quoted in support of Our argument must be attentively considered, that th
divergent utterances of the Manifestations of the Unseen and Day Springs of Holiness may ceaje
to agitate the soul and perplex the mind.
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XXIII: Consider the former generations. Witness...

Consider the former generations. Witness how every time the Day Star of Divine bounty hat
shed the light of His Revelation upon the world, the people of His Day have arisen against Him
and repudiated i truth. They who were regarded as the leaders of men have invariably striven
to hinder their followers from turning unt c

Behold how the people, as a result of the verdict pronounced by the divines geHismae cast
Abraham, the Friend of God, into fire; how Moses, He Who held converse with the Almighty,
was denounced as liar and slanderer. Reflect how Jesus, the Spirit of God, was, notwithstandi
His extreme meekness and perfect tetfigsrtedness, @aged by His enemies. So fierce was the
opposition which He, the Essence of Being and Lord of the visible and invisible, had to face, tha
He had nowhere to lay His head. He wandered continually from place to place, deprived of
permanent abode. Pondertthah i ch bef el | Muhammad, t he Sea
all else be a sacrifice unto Him. How severe the afflictions which the leaders of the Jewis
people and of the idelkorshipers caused to rain upon Him, Who is the sovereign Lord of all, in
consequence of His proclamation of the unity of God and of the truth of His Message! By the
righteousness of My Cause! My Pen groaneth, and all created things weep with a great weepin
as a result of the woes He suffered at the hands of them that haee HiekCovenant of God,
violated His Testament, rejected His proofs, and disputed His signs. Thus recount We unto the
the tale of that which happened in days past, haply thou mayest comprehend.

Thou hast known how grievously the Prophets of God, His &egss and Chosen Ones, have
been afflicted. Meditate a while on the motive and reason which have been responsible for suc
persecution. At no time, in no Dispensation, have the Prophets of God escaped the blasphemy
their enemies, the cruelty of theppressors, the denunciation of the learned of their age, who
appeared in the guise of uprightness and piety. Day and night they passed through such agon
as none can ever measure, except the knowledge of the one true God, exalted be His glory.

Conside this wronged One. Though the clearest proofs attest the truth of His Cause; though th
prophecies He, in an unmistakable language, hath made have been fulfilled; though, in spite ¢
His not being accounted among the learned, His being unschooled apérieezed in the
disputations current among the divines, He hath rained upon men the showers of His manifol
and Divinelyinspired knowledge; yet, behold how this generation hath rejected His authority,
and rebelled against Him! He hath, during the grepset of His life, been soriied in the
clutches of His enemies. His sufferings have now reached their culmination in this afflictive
Prison, into which His oppressors have so unjustly thrown Him. God grant that, with a
penetrating vision and radiant meahou mayest observe the things that have come to pass and
are now happening, and, pondering them in thine heart, mayest recognize that which most me
have, in this Day, failed to perceive. Please God, He may enable thee to inhale the swe
fragrance oHis Day, to partake of the limitless effusions of His grace, to quaff thy fill, through
His gracious favor, from the most great Ocean that surgeth in this Day in the name of the
Ancient King, and to remain firm and immovable as the mountain in His Cause.
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Say: Glory be to Thee Who hast caused all the holy Ones to confess their helplessness before e
manifold revelations of Thy might, and every Prophet to acknowledge His nothingness at the
effulgence of Thine abiding glory. | beseech Thee, by Thy namé#itilatunlocked the gates of
Heaven and filled with ecstasy the Concourse on high, to enable me to serve Thee, in this Da
and to strengthen me to observe that which Thou didst prescribe in Thy Book. Thou knowest, (
my Lord, what is in me; but | know nothat is in Thee. Thou art the Aflnowing, the Alt

Informed.
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XXIV: Beware, O believers in the Unity of God,...

Beware, O believers in the Unity of God, lest ye be tempted to make any distinction between an
of the Manifestations of His Cause, or to distriate against the signs that have accompanied
and proclaimed their Revelation. This indeed is the true meaning of Divine Unity, if ye be of
them that apprehend and believe this truth. Be ye assured, moreover, that the works and acts
each and every onef these Manifestations of God, nay whatever pertaineth unto them, and
whatsoever they may manifest in the future, are all ordained by God, and are a reflection of Hi
Will and Purpose. Whoso maketh the slightest possible difference between their pdesons,
words, their messages, their acts and manners, hath indeed disbelieved in God, hath repudia
His signs, and betrayed the Cause of His Messengers.
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XXV: It is evident that every age in which a Manifestation...

It is evident that every age in whiehManifestation of God hath lived is divinely ordained, and
may, in a sense, be characterized as God’ s
to be distinguished from those that have p
revealeth its high station. The Prophetic Cycle hath, verily, ended. The Eternal Truth is no
come. He hath lifted up the Ensign of Power, and is now shedding upon the world the uncloude
splendor of His Revelation.
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XXVI: Praise be to God, the All-Possesing, the...

Praise be to God, the ARossessing, the King of incomparable glory, a praise which is
immeasurably above the understanding of all created things, and is exalted beyond the grasp
the minds of men. None else besides Him hath ever beetoatileg adequately His praise, nor

will any man succeed at any time in describing the full measure of His glory. Who is it that ca
claim to have attained the heights of His exalted Essence, and what mind can measure the dep
of His unfathomable mysterymrom each and every revelation emanating from the Source of His
glory, holy and neveending evidences of unimaginable splendor have appeared, and out of
every manifestation of His invincible power oceans of eternal light have outpoured. How
immensely exied are the wondrous testimonies of His almighty sovereignty, a glimmer of
which, if it but touched them, would utterly consume all that are in the heavens and in the eart
How indescribably lofty are the tokens of His consummate power, a single sighiai,
however inconsiderable, must transcend the comprehension of whatsoever hath, from t
beginning that hath no beginning, been brought into being, or will be created in the future till the
end that hath no end. All the Embodiments of His Names wandée wilderness of search,
athirst and eager to discover His Essence, and all the Manifestations of His Attributes imploré
Him, from the Sinai of Holiness, to unravel His mystery.

A drop of the billowing ocean of His endless mercy hath adorned allaresith the ornament

of existence, and a breath wafted from His peerless Paradise hath invested all beings with t
robe of His sanctity and glory. A sprinkling from the unfathomed deep of His sovereign-and all
pervasive Will hath, out of utter nothingsegalled into being a creation which is infinite in its
range and deathless in its duration. The wonders of His bounty can never cease, and the stre
of His merciful grace can never be arrested. The process of His creation hath had no beginnin
and carhave no end.

In every age and cycle He hath, through the splendorous light shed by the Manifestations of H
wondrous Essence, recreated all things, so that whatsoever reflecteth in the heavens and on
earth the signs of His glory may not be deprivéthe outpourings of His mercy, nor despair of
the showers of His favors. How @hcompassing are the wonders of His boundless grace!
Behold how they have pervaded the whole of creation. Such is their virtue that not a single ato
in the entire universean be found which doth not declare the evidences of His might, which
doth not glorify His holy Name, or is not expressive of the effulgent light of His unity. So perfect
and comprehensive is His creation that no mind nor heart, however keen or puresraagy

the nature of the most insignificant of His creatures; much less fathom the mystery of Him Whc
is the Day Star of Truth, Who is the invisible and unknowable Essence. The conceptions of th
devoutest of mystics, the attainments of the most accehgaliamongst men, the highest praise
which human tongue or pen can render ar e
conditioned by its limitations. Ten thousand Prophets, each a Moses, are thunderstruck upon t
Sinai of their search at His forbiddig v oi c e, “Thou shal't never
Messengers, each as great as Jesus, stand dismayed upon their heavenly thrones by
interdiction, “Mi ne Essence thou shalt nev
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veiled in the ineffald sanctity of His exalted Self, and will everlastingly continue to be wrapt in

the impenetrable mystery of His unknowable Essence. Every attempt to attain to a
understanding of His inaccessible Reality hath ended in complete bewilderment, and every effo
to approach His exalted Self and envisage His Essence hath resulted in hopelessness and failu

How bewildering to me, insignificant as | am, is the attempt to fathom the sacred depths of Th
knowledge! How futile my efforts to visualize the magnitudeth® power inherent in Thine
handiwork—the revelation of Thy creative power! How can mine eye, which hath no faculty to
perceive itself, claim to have discerned Thine Essence, and how can mine heart, alreac
powerless to apprehend the significance obws potentialities, pretend to have comprehended
Thy nature? How can | claim to have known Thee, when the entire creation is bewildered by Th
mystery, and how can | confess not to have known Thee, when, lo, the whole universeg
proclaimeth Thy Presence atestifieth to Thy truth? The portals of Thy grace have throughout
eternity been open, and the means of access unto Thy Presence made available, unto all crecje
things, and the revelations of Thy matchless Beauty have at all times been imprinted upon t
realities of all beings, visible and invisible. Yet, notwithstanding this most gracious favor, this
perfect and consummate bestowal, | am moved to testify that Thy court of holiness and glory i
immeasurably exalted above the knowledge of all else besites, Bind the mystery of Thy
Presence is inscrutable to every mind except Thine own. No one except Thyself can unravel t
secret of Thy nature, and naught else but Thy transcendental Essence can grasp the reality of
unsearchable being. How vast the m@mof those heavenly and-glorious beings who, in the
wilderness of their separation from Thee, have wandered all the days of their lives, and failed i
the end to find Thee! How great the multitude of the sanctified and immortal souls who were los

and bewildered while seeking in the desert of search to behold Thy face! Myriad are Thine
ardent lovers whom the consuming flame of remoteness from Thee hath caused to sink a
perish, and numberless are the faithful souls who have willingly laid downlittesirin the hope

of gazing on the light of Thy countenance. The sighs and moans of these longing hearts that pa
after Thee can never reach Thy holy court, neither can the lamentations of the wayfarers ths
thirst to appear before Thy face attain Thyt edalory.
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XXVII: All praise to the unity of God, and all...

All praise to the unity of God, and all honor to Him, the sovereign Lord, the incomparable and
all-glorious Ruler of the universe, Who, out of utter nothingness, hath created the redlity of a
things, Who, from naught, hath brought into being the most refined and subtle elements of Hi
creation, and Who, rescuing His creatures from the abasement of remoteness and the perils [@f
ultimate extinction, hath received them into His kingdom of inguble glory. Nothing short of

His allencompassing grace, His -ptrvading mercy, could have possibly achieved it. How
could it, otherwise, have been possible for sheer nothingness to have acquired by itself t
worthiness and capacity to emerge fromsitate of nomexistence into the realm of being?

Having created the world and all that liveth and moveth therein, He, through the direct operatio
of His unconstrained and sovereign Will, chose to confer upon man the unique distinction ang
capacity to kow Him and to love Him-a capacity that must needs be regarded as the
generating impulse and the primary purpose underlying the whole of creation.... Upon the inmos
reality of each and every created thing He hath shed the light of one of His names, antdanad
recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. Upon the reality of man, however, He hath focusec
the radiance of all of His names and attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self. Alone of al
created things man hath been singled out for satgr favor, so enduring a bounty.

These energies with which the Day Star of Divine bounty and Source of heavenly guidance hat
endowed the reality of man lie, however, latent within him, even as the flame is hidden within
the candle and the rays of lighte potentially present in the lamp. The radiance of these energies
may be obscured by worldly desires even as the light of the sun can be concealed beneath (e
dust and dross which cover the mirror. Neither the candle nor the lamp can be lighted throug
their own unaided efforts, nor can it ever be possible for the mirror to free itself from its dross. It

is clear and evident that until a fire is kindled the lamp will never be ignited, and unless the dros

is blotted out from the face of the mirror it cagver represent the image of the sun nor reflect its
light and glory.

And since there can be no tie of direct intercourse to bind the one true God with His creation, a

no resemblance whatever can exist between the transient and the Eternal, therdcanicghe

Absolute, He hath ordained that in every age and dispensation a pure and stainless Soul be md@e
manifest in the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Unto this subtle, this mysterious and ethere
Being He hath assigned a twofold nature; the physieataining to the world of matter, and the
spiritual, which is born of the substance of God Himself. He hath, moreover, conferred upo

Him a double station. The first station, which is related to His innermost reality, representet

Him as One Whose voicei t he voice of God Himself. To hi
and mysterious is My relationship with God. | am He, Himself, and He is |, Myself, except that |

am that | am, and He isheéehwawor de: i SAFi aad O @l
the Lover and the Beloved are jJjoined togetigmer
is no distinction whatsoever between Thee n d
second station is the humamadti o n , exemplified by the f ol D W i
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you."’” “Say, praise be to my Lord! Am | mo
Detachment , t hese respl endent-pelRasiael gratei Ledsby ar

to use the inspiration of Their words, the effusions of Their infallible grace and the sanctifying
breeze of Their Revelation for the cleansing of every longing hearteaegtive spirit from the
dross and dust of earthly cares and limitations. Then, and only then, will the Trust of God, late
in the reality of man, emerge, as resplendent as the rising Orb of Divine Revelation, from behin
the veil of concealment, and inrgpht t he ensign of its reveal
hearts.

From the foregoing passages and allusions it hath been made indubitably clear that in t
kingdoms of earth and heaven there must needs be manifested a Being, an Essence Who shall
as a Manifestation and Vehicle for the transmission of the grace of the Divinity Itself, the
Sovereign Lord of all. Through the Teachings of this Day Star of Truth every man will advance
and develop until he attaineth the station at which he can marliféis¢ gotential forces with
which his inmost true self hath been endowed. It is for this very purpose that in every age an
dispensation the Prophets of God and His chosen Ones have appeared amongst men, and
evinced such power as is born of God amchsmight as only the Eternal can reveal.

Can one of sane mind ever seriously imagine that, in view of certain words the meaning of whic
he cannot comprehend, the portal of God’ s
men? Can he ever conegeifor these Divine Luminaries, these resplendent Lights either a
beginning or an end? What outpouring flood can compare with the stream of-elisbaticing

grace, and what blessing can excel the evidences of so great and pervasive a mercy? There
be ro doubt whatever that if for one moment the tide of His mercy and grace were to be withhelc
from the world, it would completely perish. For this reason, from the beginning that hath no
beginning the portals of Divine mercy have been flung open to thefadkcreated things, and

the clouds of Truth will continue to the end that hath no end to rain on the soil of human
capacity, reality and personality their f
continued from everlasting to everlasting.
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XXV llI: Happy is the man who will arise to serve...

Happy is the man who will arise to serve My Cause, and glorify My beauteous Name. Take holc
of My Book with the power of My might, and cleave tenaciously to whatsoever commandment
thy Lord, the Ordainer, thall-Wi s e, hath prescribed therein
sayings and doings of the followers $fi ’
days, and tarnished the pristine brilliancy of its light. In its primitive days, whilst they stil
adhered to the precepts associated with the name of their Prophet, the Lord of mankind, the
career was marked by an unbroken chain of victories and triumphs. As they gradually straye
from the path of their Ideal Leader and Master, as they turned fasraythe Light of God and
corrupted the principle of His Divine unity, and as they increasingly centered their attention upo
them who were only the revealers of the potency of His Word, their power was turned into
weakness, their glory into shame, theurage into fear. Thou dost withess to what a pass they
have come. Behold, how they have joined partners with Him Who is the-Foicalof Divine

unity. Behold how their evil doings have hindered them from recognizing, in the Day of
Resurrection, the Wordf Truth, exalted be His glory. We cherish the hope that this people will
henceforth shield themselves from vain hopes and idle fancies, and will attain to a true
understanding of the meaning of Divine unity.

The Person of the Manifestation hath evembtbe representative and mouthpiece of God. He, in
truth, i's the Day Spring of Go-Blace of his exaltede x G
Attributes. If any be set up by His side as peers, if they be regarded as identical with His Perso
how can it then, be maintained that the Divine Being is One and Incomparable, that His Essenc
is indivisible and peerless? Meditate on that which We have, through the power of truth, reveale
unto thee, and be thou of them that comprehend its meaning.
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XXIX: The purpose of God in creating man hath...

The purpose of God in creating man hath been, and will ever be, to enable him to know hi
Creator and to attain His Presence. To this most excellent aim, this supreme objective, all t
heavenly Books and the divilyetevealed and weighty Scriptures unequivocally bear witness.
Whoso hath recognized the Day Spring of Divine guidance and entered His holy court hat
drawn nigh unto God and attained His Presence, a Presence which is the real Paradise, andip
which the lofiest mansions of heaven are but a symbol. Such a man hath attained the knowledg
of the station of Him Who is “at the di-st a
Muntaha. Whoso hath failed to recognize Him will have condemned himself toiskeeyrnof
remoteness, a remoteness which is naught but utter nothingness and the essence of e
net hermost fire. Such will be his fate, t
loftiest seats and be established upon its most exalted throne.

He Who is the Day Spring of Truth is, no doubt, fully capable of rescuing from such remoteness
wayward souls and of causing them to draw [
had pleased He had surely mad eeraslolenabetie pioen e @p
in spirit and the detached in heart to ascend, by virtue of their own innate powers, unto the shord
of the Most Great Ocean, that thereby they who seek the Beauty of tdoAtbus may be
distinguished and separated from theyward and perverse. Thus hath it been ordained by the
all-glorious and resplendent Pen....

That the Manifestations of Divine justice, the Day Springs of heavenly grace, have when the
appeared amongst men always been destitute of all earthly dominieha@mdof the means of
worldly ascendancy, should be attributed to this same principle of separation and distinctio
which animateth the Divine Purpose. Were the Eternal Essence to manifest all that is late
within Him, were He to shine in the plentitudieHtis glory, none would be found to question His
power or repudiate His truth. Nay, all created things would be so dazzled and thunderstruck b
the evidences of His light as to be reduced to utter nothingness. How, then, can the godly &
differentiated undr such circumstances from the froward?

This principle hath operated in each of the previous Dispensations and been abundant
demonstrated.... It is for this reason that, in every age, when a new Manifestation hath appear@@
and a fr esh rstaesteadent pawer wds vodahshfed unto men, they that
misbelieved in Him, deluded by the appearance of the peerless and everlasting Beauty in the gcjib
of mortal men, have failed to recognize Him. They have erred from His path and eschewed Hi
company—the company of Him Who is the Symbol of nearness to God. They have even arisen
to decimate the ranks of the faithful and to exterminate such as believed in Him.

Behold how in this Dispensation the worthless and foolish have fondly imagined that by suc
instuments as massacre, plunder and banishment they can extinguish the Lamp which the Hal@
of Divine power hath lit, or eclipse the Day Star of everlasting splendor. How utterly unaware
they seem to be of the truth that such adversity is the oil that fedueftame of this Lamp!
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Such is God’'s transforming power .
over all things....

Consider at all times the sovereignty exercised by the Ideal King, and behold the evidences ¢
His power and paramount loénce. Sanctify your ears from the idle talk of them that are the
symbols of denial and the exponents of violence and anger. The hour is approaching when
will witness the power of the one true God triumphing over all created things and the signs o
His sovereignty encompassing all creation. On that day ye will discover how all else besides Hi
will have been forgotten and come to be regarded as utter nothingness.

It should, however, be borne in mind that God and His Manifestation can, under no
circumstnces, be dissociated from the loftiness and sublimity which They inherently possess
Nay, loftiness and sublimity are themselves the creations of His Word, if ye choose to see wit
My sight not with yours.
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XXX: God withesseth that there is no God but..

God witnesseth that there is no God but Him, the Gracious, theBBk=sted. All grace and
bounty are His. To whomsoever He will He giveth whatsoever is His wish. He, verily, is the All
Powerful, the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the S&8tbsisting. Weyerily, believe in Him Who,

in the person of the Bab, hath been sent down by the Will of the one true God, the King of Kings
the All-Praised. We, moreover, swear fealty to the One Who, in the time of diébtais
destined to be made manifest, as welicathose Who shall come after Him till the end that hath
no end. We recognize in the manifestation of each one of them, whether outwardly or inwardl
the manifestation of none but God Himself, if ye be of those that comprehend. Every one of the
is a miror of God, reflecting naught else but His Self, His Beauty, His Might and Glory, if ye
will understand. All else besides them are to be regarded as mirrors capable of reflecting t
glory of these Manifestations Who are themselves the Primary Mirrong &ivine Being, if ye

be not devoid of understanding. No one hath ever escaped them, neither are they to be hinde
from achieving their purpose. These Mirrors will everlastingly succeed each other, and will
continue to reflect the light of the Ancient Days. They that reflect their glory will, in like
manner, continue to exist for evermore, for the Grace of God can never cease from flowing. Thi
is a truth that none can disprove.
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XXXI: Contemplate with thine inward eye the...

Contemplate with thinenward eye the chain of successive Revelations that hath linked the
Manifestation of Adam with that of the Bab. | testify before God that each one of these
Manifestations hath been sent down through the operation of the Divine Will and Purpose, the
each lath been the bearer of a specific Message, that each hath been entrusted with a divinel
revealed Book and been commissioned to unravel the mysteries of a mighty Tablet. The meas
of the Revelation with which every one of them hath been identified hex definitely fore
ordained. This, verily, is a token of Our favor unto them, if ye be of those that comprehend this
truth.... And when this process of progressive Revelation culminated in the stage at which Hi
peerless, His most sacred, and exalted Gounaence was to be unveile
to hide His own Self behind a thousand veils, lest profane and mortal eyes discover His glor
This He did at a time when the signs and tokens of a diveqgbpinted Revelation were being
showered upon Him-signs and tokens which none can reckon except the Lord, your God, the
Lord of all worlds. And when the set time of concealment was fulfilled, We sent forth, whilst
still wrapt within a myriad veils, an infinitesimal glimmer of the effulgent Glory envalpphe

Face of the Youth, and lo, the entire company of the dwellers of the Realms above were seize
with violent commotion and the favored of God fell down in adoration before Him. He hath,
verily, manifested a glory such as none in the whole creatidni#tessed, inasmuch as He
hath arisen to proclaim in person His Cause unto all who are in the heavens and all who are ¢
the earth.
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XXXII: That which thou hast heard concerning...

That which thou hast heard concerning Abraham, the Friend of thideidiful, is the truth, and

no doubt is there about it. The Voice of God commanded Him to offer up Ishmael as a sacrifice
so that His steadfastness in the Faith of God and His detachment from all else but Him may &
demonstrated unto men. The purpose of Gaoreover, was to sacrifice him as a ransom for the
sins and iniquities of all the peoples of the earth. This same honor, Jesus, the Son of Mar
besought the one true God, exalted be His name amy, gb confer upon Him. For the same
reason was Husayn offered up as a sacrifice

No man can ever claim to have comprehended the nature of the hidden and manifold grace
God; none can fathom His a@mbracing mercy. Sudmath been the perversity of men and their
transgressions, so grievous have been the trials that have afflicted the Prophets of God and th
chosen ones, that all mankind deserveth to
loving providence, hwever, hath, through both visible and invisible agencies, protected and will
continue to protect it from the penalty of its wickedness. Ponder this in thine heart, that the trut
may be revealed unto thee, and be thou steadfast in His path.
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XXXIII: It h ath been decreed by Us that the Word...

It hath been decreed by Us that the Word of God and all the potentialities thereof shall be
manifested unto men in strict conformity with such conditions as have been foreordained by Hi
Who is the AltKnowing, the Al-Wise. We have, moreover, ordained that its veil of concealment

be none other except its own Self. Such indeed is Our Power to achieve Our Purpose. Should tie
Word be allowed to release suddenly all the energies latent within it, no man could sustain th
weight of so mighty a Revelation. Nay, all that is in heaven and on earth would flee in
consternation before it.

Consider that which hath been sent down un@@o
the Revelation of which He was the bearer had lwesrly foreordained by Him Who is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. They that heard Him, however, could apprehend His purpose only

to the extent of their station and spiritual capacity. He, in like manner, uncovered the Face @
Wisdom in proportion to theiability to sustain the burden of His Message. No sooner had
mankind attained the stage of maturity, th@n
with which it had been endoweeknergies which manifested themselves in the plenitude of their

goy when the Ancient Beauty appeaMelda mmad, hh g

Bab.
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XXXIV: All praise and glory be to God Who,...

All praise and glory be to God Who, through the power of His might, hath delivered His creation
from the nakedrss of norexistence, and clothed it with the mantle of life. From among all
created things He hath singled out for His special favor the pure, thékgeraality of man, and
invested it with a unique capacity of knowing Him and of reflecting the gresatfddis glory.

This twofold distinction conferred upon him hath cleansed away from his heart the rust of ever
vain desire, and made him worthy of the vesture with which his Creator hath deigned to clothg
him. It hath served to rescue his soul from thetaelredness of ignorance.

This robe with which the body and soul of man hath been adorned is the very foundation of hi
well-being and development. Oh, how blessed the day when, aided by the grace and might of t
one true God, man will have freed himdetim the bondage and corruption of the world and all

that is therein, and will have attained unto true and abiding rest beneath the shadow of the Trg

of Knowledge!

The songs which the bird of thine heart had uttered in its great love for its friendeehaked

their ears, and moved Me to answer thy questions, and reveal to thee such secrets as | «
allowed to unfold. In thine esteemed letter thou hadst inquired which of the Prophets of Goc
should be regarded as superior to others. Know thou assuredlyhtéh essence of all the
Prophets of God is one and the same. Their unity is absolute. God, the Creator, saith: There is
distinction whatsoever among the Bearers of My Message. They all have but one purpose; the
secret is the same secret. To prefeg m honor to another, to exalt certain ones above the rest, is
in no wise to be permitted. Every true Prophet hath regarded His Message as fundamentally t
same as the Revelation of every other Prophet gone before Him. If any man, therefore, shou
fail to comprehend this truth, and should consequently indulge in vain and unseemly language
no one whose sight is keen and whose understanding is enlightened would ever allow such id
talk to cause him to waver in his belief.

The measure of the revelatiohthe Prophets of God in this world, however, must differ. Each

to reveal Himself through specific acts. It is for this reason that they appear to vary in thei
greatness. Their Revelation may be likened unto the light of the moon that sheddeth its radianc
upon the earth. Though every time it appeareth, it revealeth a fresh measure of its brightness,
its inherent splendor can never diminish, nor can its 8gffer extinction.

It is clear and evident, therefore, that any apparent variation in the intensity of their light is not
inherent in the light itself, but should rather be attributed to the varying receptivity of an ever
changing world. Every Prophet Wimothe Almighty and Peerless Creator hath purposed to send

to the peoples of the earth hath been entrusted with a Message, and charged to act in a ma
t hat woul d best me et the requirements of

sending His Prohets unto men is twofold. The first is to liberate the children of men from the
darkness of ignorance, and guide them to the light of true understanding. The second is to ens
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the peace and tranquillity of mankind, and provide all the means by whighctre be
established.

The Prophets of God should be regarded as physicians whose task is to foster-ieengealf

the world and its peoples, that, through the spirit of oneness, they may heal the sickness of
divided humanity. To none is given thehrigo question their words or disparage their conduct,

for they are the only ones who can claim to have understood the patient and to have correct
diagnosed its ailments. No man, however acute his perception, can ever hope to reach the heiglis
which thewisdom and understanding of the Divine Physician have attained. Little wonder, then,

if the treatment prescribed by the physician in this day should not be found to be identical wit
that which he prescribed before. How could it be otherwise when thefféisting the sufferer
necessitate at every stage of his sickness a special remedy? In like manner, every time tige
Prophets of God have illumined the world with the resplendent radiance of the Day Star o
Divine knowledge, they have invariably summonedpé&oples to embrace the light of God
through such means as best befitted the exigencies of the age in which they appeared. They wille
thus able to scatter the darkness of ignorance, and to shed upon the world the glory of their o
knowledge. It is towardthe inmost essence of these Prophets, therefore, that the eye of ever
man of discernment must be directed, inasmuch as their one and only purpose hath always befin
to guide the erring, and give peace to the afflicted.... These are not days of prosmkrity an
triumph. The whole of mankind is in the grip of manifold ills. Strive, therefore, to save its life
through the wholesome medicine which the almighty hand of the unerring Physician hat
prepared.

And now concerning thy question regarding the naturelgfioa. Know thou that they who are
truly wise have likened the world unto the human temple. As the body of man needeth a garme
to clothe it, so the body of mankind must needs be adorned with the mantle of justice ant
wisdom. Its robe is the Revelatioouchsafed unto it by God. Whenever this robe hath fulfilled
its purpose, the Almighty will assuredly renew it. For every age requireth a fresh measure of th
light of God. Every Divine Revelation hath been sent down in a manner that befitted the
circumstaces of the age in which it hath appeared.

As to thy question regarding the sayings of the leaders of past religions. Every wise anc
praiseworthy man will no doubt eschew such vain and profitless talk. The incomparable Creato
hath created all men from osame substance, and hath exalted their reality above the rest of His
creatures. Success or failure, gain or | osgk
The more he striveth, the greater will be his progress. We fain would hope that the verna
showers of the bounty of God may cause the flowers of true understanding to spring from th
soil of men’s hearts, and may wash them fr ¢#m
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XXXV: Ponder a while. What is it that prompted,...

Ponder a while. What is it that promptéa every Dispensation, the peoples of the earth to shun
the Manifestation of the AlMerciful? What could have impelled them to turn away from Him
and to challenge His authority? Were men to meditate on these words which have flowed fro
the Pen of the Dine Ordainer, they would, one and all, hasten to embrace the truth of this God
given, and eveenduring Revelation, and would testify to that which He Himself hath solemnly
affirmed. It is the veil of idle imaginations which, in the days of the Mantiests of the Unity

of God and the Day Springs of His everlasting glory, hath intervened, and will continue to
intervene, between them and the rest of mankind. For in those days, He Who is the Eternal Tru
manifesteth Himself in conformity with that whi¢te Himself hath purposed, and not according
to the desires and expectations of men. Evie
cometh to you with that which your souls desire not, do ye swell with pride, and treat some a
impostors, and slaylote r s . ”

There can be no doubt whatever that had these Apostles appeared, in bygone ages and cycles
accordance with the vain imaginations which the hearts of men had devised, no one would ha
repudiated the truth of these sanctified Beings. Though swah have been, night and day,
remembering the one true God, and have been devoutly engaged in the exercise of th
devotions, yet they failed in the end to recognize, and partake of the grace of, the Day Springs
the signs of God and the ManifestatiaidHis irrefutable evidences. To this the Scriptures bear
witness. Thou hast, no doubt, heard about it.

Consider the Dispensation of Jesus Christ. Behold, how all the learned men of that generatio
though eagerly anticipating the coming of the Promi®ed, have nevertheless denied Him.
Both Annas, the most learned among the divines of His day, and Caiaphas, the high pries
denounced Him and pronounced the sentence of His death.

I n |I'i ke manner, when Muimayamendbhe a sabi® urforHomp- h e t
appeared, the learned men of Mecca and Medina arose, in the early days of His Revelatio
against Him and rejected His Message, while they who were destitute of all learning recognize
and embraced His Faith. Ponder a while. Consider how Ba&lE:thiopian, unlettered though

he was, ascended into the heaven of faith &
the learned, maliciously strove to oppose Him. Behold, how a mere shepherd was so carrie
away by the ecstasy of the words@dd that he was able to gain admittance into the habitation
of his BestBeloved, and was united to Him Who is the Lord of Mankind, whilst they who prided
themselves on their knowledge and wisdom strayed far from His path and remained deprived ¢
Hisgrace For this reason He hath written: *“He
that 1 s abased shall be exalted.” Referenc
Books, as well as in the sayings of the Prophets and Messengerd.of G

Verily | say, such is the greatness of this Cause that the father flieth from his son, and the sc
flieth from his father. Call ye to mind the story of Noah and Canaan. God grant that, in these
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days of heavenly delight, ye may not deprive yoursel¥eéseosweet savors of the ABlorious

God, and may partake, in this spiritual Springtime, of the outpourings of His grace. Arise in the
name of Him Who is the Object of all knowledge, and, with absolute detachment from the
learning of men, lift up your vces and proclaim His Cause. | swear by the Day Star of Divine
Revelation! The very moment ye arise, ye will witness how a flood of Divine knowledge will
gush out of your hearts, and will behold the wonders of His heavenly wisdom manifested in al
their glory before you. Were ye to taste of the sweetness of the sayings of leraiful, ye

would unhesitatingly forsake your selves, and would lay down your lives for theBaleled.

Who can ever believe that this Servant of God hath at any time cheinsHesdheart a desire for

any earthly honor or benefit? The Cause associated with His Name is far above the transito
things of this world. Behold Him, an exile, a victim of tyranny, in this Most Great Prison. His
enemies have assailed Him on every satg] will continue to do so till the end of His life.
Whatever, therefore, He saith unto you is wholly for the sake of God, that haply the peoples o
the earth may cleanse their hearts from the stain of evil desire, may rend its veil asunder, a
attain uno the knowledge of the one true Gethe most exalted station to which any man can
aspire. Their belief or disbelief in My Cause can neither profit nor harm Me. We summon the
wholly for the sake of God. He, verily, can afford to dispense with all cresature
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XXXVI: Know thou that when the Son of Man...

Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, the whole creation wep
with a great weeping. By sacrificing Himself, however, a fresh capacity was infused into all
created things. Its edences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, are now manifest before
thee. The deepest wisdom which the sages have uttered, the profoundest learning which a
mind hath unfolded, the arts which the ablest hands have produced, the influencelgxtréed
most potent of rulers, are but manifestations of the quickening power released by His
transcendent, His aflervasive, and resplendent Spirit.

We testify that when He came into the world, He shed the splendor of His glory upon all createt
things. Through Him the leper recovered from the leprosy of perversity and ignorance. Through
Him, the unchaste and wayward were healed. Through His power, born of Almighty God, the
eyes of the blind were opened, and the soul of the sinner sanctified.

Leprosy maybe interpreted as any veil that interveneth between man and the recognition of the
Lord, his God. Whoso alloweth himself to be shut out from Him is indeed a leper, who shall not
be remembered in the Kingdom of God, the Mighty, theP&Hlised. We bear wiess that
through the power of the Word of God every leper was cleansed, every sickness was heal
every human infirmity was banished. He it is Who purified the world. Blessed is the man who,
with a face beaming with light, hath turned towards Him.
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XXX VII: Blessed is the man that hath acknowledged...

Blessed is the man that hath acknowledged his belief in God and in His signs, and recognize

t hat “He shall not be asked of Hi s doings
ornament of every beliehnd its very foundation. Upon it must depend the acceptance of every

goodly deed. Fasten your eyes upon it, that haply the whisperings of the rebellious may not cauj

you to slip.

Were He to decree as lawful the thing which from time immemorial had foeeidden, and
forbid that which had, at all times, been regarded as lawful, to none is given the right to questio
His authority. Whoso will hesitate, though it be for less than a moment, should be regarded as
transgressor.

Whoso hath not recognizetlis sublime and fundamental verity, and hath failed to attain this
most exalted station, the winds of doubt will agitate him, and the sayings of the infidels will
distract his soul. He that hath acknowledged this principle will be endowed with the niest per
constancy. All honor to this afjlorious station, the remembrance of which adorneth every
exalted Tablet. Such is the teaching which God bestoweth on you, a teaching that will delive
you from all manner of doubt and perplexity, and enable youdmaihto salvation in both this
world and in the next. He, verily, is the ExMeorgiving, the Most Bountiful.
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XXXVIII: Know of a certainty that in every Dispensation...

Know of a certainty that in every Dispensation the light of Divine Revelation hah be
vouchsafed unto men in direct proportion to their spiritual capacity. Consider the sun. Ho
feeble its rays the moment it appeareth above the horizon. How gradually its warmth and potenc
increase as it approacheth its zenith, enabling meanwhile atedréhings to adapt themselves

to the growing intensity of its light. How steadily it declineth until it reacheth its setting point.
Were it, all of a sudden, to manifest the energies latent within it, it would, no doubt, cause injur
to all created thing... In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at the earliest
stages of its manifestation, the full measure of the potencies which the providence of the
Almighty hath bestowed upon it, the earth of human understanding would wasteaaavéne
consumed; for men’s hearts would neither s
mirror forth the radiance of its light. Dismayed and overpowered, they would cease to exist.
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XXXIX: Praise be to Thee, O Lord My God, for the...

Prase be to Thee, O Lord My God, for the wondrous revelations of Thy inscrutable decree anc
the manifold woes and trials Thou hast destined for Myself. At one time Thou didst deliver Me
into the hands of Ni mrod,; at a necséchte Me. Théup u
alone, canst estimate, through Thineesdtompassing knowledge and the operation of Thy Will,
the incalculable afflictions | have suffered at their hands. Again Thou didst cast Me into the
prisoncell of the ungodly, for no reason extdipat | was moved to whisper into the ears of the
well-favored denizens of Thy Kingdom an intimation of the vision with which Thou hadst,
through Thy knowledge, inspired Me, and revealed to Me its meaning through the potency o
Thy might. And again Thouidst decree that | be beheaded by the sword of the infidel. Again |
was <crucified for having unveiled to men’ s
having revealed to them the wondrous signs of Thy sovereign and everlasting power. How bitte
the humiliations heaped upon Me, in a subsequent age, on the plain of Karbila! How lonely did |
feel amidst Thy people! To what a state of helplessness | was reduced in that land! Unsatisfie
with such indignities, My persecutors decapitated Me, and, carajaigMy head from land to

land paraded it before the gaze of the unbelieving multitude, and deposited it on the seats of t
perverse and faithless. In a later age, | was suspended, and My breast was made a target to
darts of the malicious cruelty My foes. My limbs were riddled with bullets, and My body was
torn asunder. Finally, behold how, in this Day, My treacherous enemies have leagued themselv{
against Me, and are continually plotting to instill the venom of hate and malice into the souls o
Thy servants. With all their might they are scheming to accomplish their purpose.... Grievous a
is My plight, O God, My WelBeloved, | render thanks unto Thee, and My Spirit is grateful for
whatsoever hath befallen me in the path of Thy goledsure. bBm well pleased with that which
Thou didst ordain for Me, and welcome, however calamitous, the pains and sorrows | am mad
to suffer.
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XL: O My Well -Beloved! Thou hast breathed Thy...

O My Well-Beloved! Thou hast breathed Thy Breath into Me, and divaktedrom Mine own

Self. Thou didst, subsequently, decree that no more than a faint reflection, a mere emblem of T
Reality within Me be left among the perverse and envious. Behold, how, deluded by this
emblem, they have risen against Me, and heaped upsrh®r denials! Uncover Thy Self,
therefore, O My BesBeloved, and deliver Me from My plight.

Thereupon a Voice replied: “1 Il ove, I dear
eyes, alone, gaze upon this emblem, and that no heart exceph®éirierecognize it? By My
Beauty, which is the same as Thy Beauty! My wish is to hide Thee from Mine own eyes: ho
much more from the eyes of men!?”

| was preparing to make reply, when lo, the Tablet was suddenly ended, leaving My theme
unfinished, and t pearl of Mine utterance unstrung.
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XLI: God is My witness, O people! | was asleep...

God is My witness, O people! | was asleep on My couch, when lo, the Breeze of God wafting
over Me roused Me from My slumber. His quickening Spirit revived Me, anddvigue was
unloosed to voice His Call. Accuse Me not of having transgressed against God. Behold Me, nc
with your eyes but with Mine. Thus admonisheth you He Who is the Gracious, tKeduling.

Think ye, O people, that | hold within My grasp the contfoloGod’' s ul t i mat e

Far be it from Me to advance such claim. To this | testify before God, the Almighty, the Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the AllWi s e . Had the wultimate destiny
would have never consented,eavthough for one moment, to manifest Myself unto you, nor
would I have allowed one word to fall from My lips. Of this God Himself is, verily, a witness.
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XLII: O Son of Justice! In the night season the...

O Son of Justice! In the night season the beafithe immortal Being hath repaired from the
emerald height of §{Mudabd, and weptuvitht sach & Wweepin® thad the t
Concourse on high and the dwellers of the realms above wailed at His lamenting. Whereupo
there was asked, Why the Niag and weeping? He made reply: As bidden | waited expectant
upon the hill of faithfulness, yet inhaled not from them that dwell on earth the fragrance of
fidelity. Then summoned to return | beheld, and lo! certain doves of holiness were sore triec
within the claws of the dogs of earth. Thereupon the Maid of Heaven hastened forth unveiled a
resplendent from Her mystic mansion, and asked of their names, and all were told but one. A
when urged, the first letter thereof was uttered, whereupon the dwedldre celestial chambers
rushed forth out of their habitation of glory. And whilst the second letter was pronounced the
fell down, one and all, upon the dust. At that moment a voice was heard from the inmost shrine
“Thus far and nebed aithasshuato that whieketmey haye,don&y/and now are
doing.
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XLII: O Afnan, O thou that hast branched from...

O Afnan, O thou that hast branched from Mine ancient Stock! My glory and My laumdgess

rest upon thee. How vast is the tabernacl¢hef Cause of God! It hath overshadowed all the
peoples and kindreds of the earth, and will, erelong, gather together the whole of manking
beneath its shelter. Thy day of service is now come. Countless Tablets bear the testimony of t
bounties vouchsafednto thee. Arise for the triumph of My Cause, and, through the power of
thine utterance, subdue the hearts of men. Thou must show forth that which will ensure the peaf
and the welbeing of the miserable and the doetvadden. Gird up the loins of thine exalor,

that perchance thou mayest release the captive from his chains, and enable him to attain unto t
liberty.

Justice is, in this day, bewailing its plight, and Equity groaneth beneath the yoke of oppressio
The thick clouds of tyranny have darkeni@ face of the earth, and enveloped its peoples.
Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have, at the bidding of the omnipotent Ordaine
breathed a new life into every human frame, and instilled into every word a fresh potency. All
created things pclaim the evidences of this wonldde regeneration. This is the most great, the
most joyful tidings imparted by the Pen of this wronged One to mankind. Wherefore fear ye, O
My well-beloved ones? Who is it that can dismay you? A touch of moisture sufftcdissolve

the hardened clay out of which this perverse generation is molded. The mere act of yo
gathering together is enough to scatter the forces of these vain and worthless people....

Every man of insight will, in this day, readily admit that #@unsels which the Pen of this
wronged One hath revealed constitute the supreme animating power for the advancement of tige
world and the exaltation of its peopl es.
resolve to gain the victory over your owelves, that haply the whole earth may be freed and
sanctified from its servitude to the gods of its idle faneigeds that have inflicted such loss
upon, and are responsible for the misery of, their wretched worshipers. These idols form th
obstacle thaimpedeth man in his efforts to advance in the path of perfection. We cherish the
hope that the Hand of Divine power may lend its assistance to mankind, and deliver it from its
state of grievous abasement.

In one of the Tablets these words have been kede@® people of God! Do not busy yourselves

in your own concerns; let your thoughts be fixed upon that which will rehabilitate the fortunes of
mankind and sanctify the hearts and souls of men. This can best be achieved through pure a
holy deeds, through virtuous life and a goodly behavior. Valiant acts will ensure the triumph of
this Cause, and a saintly character will reinforce its power. Cleave unto righteousness, O peop
of Baha! This, verily, is the commandment which this wronged One hath giteryaum and the

first choice of His unrestrained Will for every one of you.

O friends! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls through the gracious favors which i

this Divine, this soubtirring Springtime are being showered upon you. The Day &t His
great glory hath shed its radiance upon you, and the clouds of His limitless grace hav
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overshadowed you. How high the reward of him that hath not deprived himself of so great &
bounty, nor failed to recognize the beauty of his #edbved in tlis, His new attire. Watch over
yourselves, for the Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird yourselves against his
wicked devices, and, led by the light of the name of theSaking God, make your escape from
the darkness that surroundeth ybat your vision be worleembracing, rather than confined to
your own self. The Evil One is he that hindereth the rise and obstructeth the spiritual progress ¢
the children of men.

It is incumbent upon every man, in this Day, to hold fast unto whatseellgoromote the
interests, and exalt the station, of all nations and just governments. Through each and every ojge
of the verses which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed, the doors of love and unity ha
been unlocked and flung open to the face of .néa have erewhile declareehnd Our Word is
thetruth— “ Consort with the foll owers of all r
Whatsoever hath led the children of men to shun one another, and hath caused dissensions :
divisions amongstthem, hath, through the revelation of these words, been nullified and
abolished. From the heaven of God’s Will,
and of elevating the minds and souls of men, hath been sent down that which is the mo:s
effective instrument for the education of the whole human race. The highest essence and ma
perfect expression of whatsoever the peoples of old have either said or written hath, through th
most potent Revelation, been sent down from the heaven of thefhié All-Possessing, the
EverAbi di ng God. of ol d it hath been reveal ¢
Faith of God. " The Tongue of Grandeur h at
procl ai med: “lt i's noourmtrsy,t obwbtoaistt iwdhohil g
Through the power released by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh impulse, and set a n
direction, to the birds of men’s heart s,
Il i mitationlyBaokom God’' s ho

O people of Justice! Be as brilliant as the light, and as splendid as the fire that blazed in th
Burning Bush. The brightness of the fire of your love will no doubt fuse and unify the
contending peoples and kindreds of the earth, whilst theefiess of the flame of enmity and
hatred cannot but result in strife and ruin. We beseech God that He may shield His creature
from the evil designs of His enemies. He verily hath power over all things.

All praise be to the one true Geebxalted be His giy—inasmuch as He hath, through the Pen
of the Most High, unl ocked the doors of me
is a bright and shining portal that discloseth the glories of a saintly and pious life, of pure anc
stainless deeds. TlsaImmons and the message which We gave were never intended to reach o
to benefit one land or one people only. Mankind in its entirety must firmly adhere to whatsoeve
hath been revealed and vouchsafed unto it. Then and only then will it attain untbertye Tihe
whole earth is illuminated with the resple
Who heralded the light of Divine Guidareenay all creation be a sacrifice unto Hirarose to
announce a fresh revelation of the Divine Spirit, and fwlswed, twenty years later, by Him
through Whose coming the world was made the recipient of this promised glory, this wondrous
favor. Behold how the generality of mankind hath been endued with the capacity to hearken unt
God’ s mo st —etreaWotl epbn Whichr rdust depend the gathering together and
spiritual resurrection of all men....
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Incline your hearts, O people of God, unto the counsels of your true, your incomparable Frienc
The Word of God may be likened unto a sapling, whose roots haverbgkamted in the hearts

of men. It is incumbent upon you to foster its growth through the living waters of wisdom, of
sanctified and holy words, so that its root may become firmly fixed and its branches may sprea
out as high as the heavens and beyond.

O ye that dwell on earth! The distinguishing feature that marketh the preeminent character of thi
Supreme Revelation consisteth in that We have, on the one hand, blotted out from the pages
God’s holy Book whatsoever heahdnmisbhefeamongshtiee c
children of men, and have, on the other, laid down the essential prerequisites of concord,
understanding, of complete and enduring unity. Well is it with them that keep My statutes.

Time and again have We admonished Our \moones to avoid, nay to flee from, anything
whatsoever from which the odor of mischief can be detected. The world is in great turmoil, anc
the minds of its people are in a state of utter confusion. We entreat the Almighty that He ma
graciously illumina¢ them with the glory of His Justice, and enable them to discover that which
will be profitable unto them at all times and under all conditions. He, verily is the All
Possessing, the Most High.
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XLIV: Lay not aside the fear of God, O ye the...

Lay not agle the fear of God, O ye the learned of the world, and judge fairly the Cause of this
unlettered One to Whom all the Books of God, the Protector, theS8k#isting, have testified.
...Will not the dread of Divine displeasure, the fear of Him Who hatpe®s or equal, arouse
you? He Whom the world hath wronged hath, at no time, associated with you, hath never studie
your writings, nor participated in any of your disputations. The garb He weareth, His flowing
locks, His headdress, attest the truth of Wads. How long will ye persist in your injustice?
Witness the habitation in which He, Who is the incarnation of justice, hath been forced to dwell
Open your eyes, and, beholding His plight, meditate diligently upon that which your hands have
wrought, tlat haply ye may not be deprived of the light of His Divine utterance, nor remain
bereft of your share of the ocean of His knowledge.

Certain ones among both commoners and nobles have objected that this wronged One is neit
a member of the ecclesiasticater nor a descendant of the Prophet. Say: O ye that claim to be
just! Reflect a little while, and ye shall recognize how infinitely exalted is His present state
above the station ye claim He should possess. The Will of the Almighty hath decreed diat out
a house wholly devoid of all that the divines, the doctors, the sages, and scholars common
possess His Cause should proceed and be made manifest.

The Breathings of the Divine Spirit awoke Him, and bade Him arise and proclaim His
Revelation. No soomewas He roused from His slumber than He lifted up His voice and
summoned the whole of mankind unto God, the Lord of all worlds. We have been moved tc
reveal these words in consideration of the weakness and frailty of men; otherwise, the Cause
have protaimed is such as no pen can ever describe, nor any mind conceive its greatness. To t
beareth witness He with Whom is the Mother Book.
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XLV: The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be...

The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains thaindanky be released from
its bondage, and hath accepted to be made a prisoner within this most mighty Stronghold that tij
whole world may attain unto true liberty. He hath drained to its dregs the cup of sorrow, that al
the peoples of the earth may attaimo abiding joy, and be filled with gladness. This is of the
mercy of your Lord, the Compassionate, the Most Merciful. We have accepted to be abased,
believers in the Unity of God, that ye may be exalted, and have suffered manifold afflictions, tha
ye might prosper and flourish. He Who hath come to build anew the whole world, behold, how
they that have joined partners with God have forced Him to dwell within the most desolate of
cities!
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XLVI: | sorrow not for the burden of My imprisonment....

| sorrow not for the burden of My imprisonment. Neither do | grieve over My abasement, or the
tribulation | suffer at the hands of Mine enemies. By My life! They are My glory, a glory
wherewith God hath adorned His own Self. Would that ye know it!

The shame | wveamade to bear hath uncovered the glory with which the whole of creation had
been invested, and through the cruelties | have endured, the Day Star of Justice hath manifes
itself, and shed its splendor upon men.

My sorrows are for those who have invalvihemselves in their corrupt passions, and claim to
be associated with the Faith of God, the Gracious, thewlised.

It behoveth the people of Baha to die to the world and all that is therein, to be so detached fro
all earthly things that the inmate$ Paradise may inhale from their garment the sweet smelling
savor of sanctity, that all the peoples of the earth may recognize in their faces the brightness
the All-Merciful, and that through them may be spread abroad the signs and tokens of God, th
Almighty, the Al-Wise. They that have tarnished the fair name of the Cause of God, by
following the things of the fleskthese are in palpable error!
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XLVII: O Jews! If ye be intent on crucifying once...

O Jews! If ye be intent on crucifying once agasus, the Spirit of God, put Me to death, for He
hath once more, in My person, been made manifest unto you. Deal with Me as ye wish, for
have vowed to lay down My life in the path of God. | will fear no one, though the powers of
earth and heaven be leaglagainst Me. Followers of the Gospel! If ye cherish the desire to slay
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, seize Me and
His Self. Do unto Me as ye like, for the deepest longing of Mine heart is to attairetenpe of

My BestBeloved in His Kingdom of Glory. Such is the Divine decree, if ye know it. Followers
of Muhammad! | f it be your wish to riddle
His Book the Bayan to be sent down unto you, lay hands @i persecute Me, for | am His
Well-Beloved, the revelation of His own Self, though My name be not His name. | have come i
the shadows of the clouds of glory, and am invested by God with invincible sovereignty. He
verily, is the Truth, the Knower of itlgs unseen. |, verily, anticipate from you the treatment ye
have accorded unto Him that came before Me. To this all things, verily, witness, if ye be of thos¢
who hearken. O people of the Bayan! If ye have resolved to shed the blood of Him Whose
comingte B&b hath procl ai med, Whose advent
Revelation Jesus Christ Himself hath announced, behold Me standing, ready and defensele
before you. Deal with Me after your own desires.
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XLVIII: God is my witness! Had it not been in...

God is my witness! Had it not been in conflict with that which the Tablets of God have decreed,
would have gladly kissed the hands of whosoever attempted to shed my blood in the path of t
Well-Beloved. | would, moreover, have bestowed upon aishare of such worldly goods as

God had allowed me to possess, even though he who perpetrated this act would have provokiid
the wrath of the Almighty, incurred His malediction, and deserved to be tormented throughou
the eternity of God, the AlPossessinghe Equitable, the AlWise.
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XLIX: Know verily that whenever this Youth...

Know verily that whenever this Youth turneth His eyes towards His own self, he findeth it the
most insignificant of all creation. When He contemplates, however, the brighdesites He

hath been empowered to manifest, lo, that self is transfigured before Him into a sovereig
Potency permeating the essence of all things visible and invisible. Glory be to Him Who, throug
the power of truth, hath sent down the Manifestationisfdwn Self and entrusted Him with His
message unto all mankind.
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L: Shake off, O heedless ones, the slumber of...

Shake off, O heedless ones, the slumber of negligence, that ye may behold the radiance whi
His glory hath spread through the world. Howolish are those who murmur against the
premature birth of His light. O ye who are inly blind! Whether too soon or too late, the evidences
of His effulgent glory are now actually manifest. It behoveth you to ascertain whether or not
such a light hath appesd. It is neither within your power nor mine to set the time at which it
should be made manifest. God’s inscrutable
O people, with that which God hath desired for you and predestined unto you.... G my ill
wishers! The Day Star of eternal Guidance beareth me witness: Had it been in my power,
would have, under no circumstances, consented to distinguish myself amongst men, for t
Name | bear utterly disdaineth to associate itself with this generation wWiragees are sullied

and whose hearts are false. And whenever | chose to hold my peace and be still, lo, the voice
the Holy Ghost, standing on my right hand, aroused me, and the Supreme Spirit appeared befdie
my face, and Gabriel overshadowed me, arel $ipirit of Glory stirred within my bosom,
bidding me arise and break my silence. If your hearing be purged and your ears be attentive,
will assuredly perceive that every limb of my body, nay all the atoms of my being, proclaim and
bear withess to this a | | : “God, besides Whom is none o
mani fest, is the reflection of His glory u
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LI: O people! | swear by the one true God! This...

O people! | swear by the one true God! Thighis Ocean out of which all seas have proceeded,
and with which every one of them will ultimately be united. From Him all the Suns have been
generated, and unto Him they will all return. Through His potency the Trees of Divine
Revelation have yielded thefniits, every one of which hath been sent down in the form of a
Prophet, bearing a Message to God’s <creatu
in His allkencompassing Knowledge, can reckon. This He hath accomplished through the agenc
of butone Letter of His Word, revealed by His Pea Pen moved by His directing FingeHis
Finger itself sustained by the power of Gooc
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LII: Say: O people! Withhold not from yourselves...

Say: O people! Withhold not from yourselves the grace of Gadl ldis mercy. Whoso
withholdeth himself therefrom is indeed in grievous loss. What, O people! Do ye worship the
dust, and turn away from your Lord, the Gracious, theBalintiful? Fear ye God, and be not of
those who perish. Say: The Book of God hath bsemt down in the form of this Youth.
Hallowed, therefore, be God, the most excellent of makers! Take ye good heed, O peoples of t
world, lest ye flee from His face. Nay, make haste to attain His presence, and be of them th:
have returned unto Him. Prag be forgiven, O people, for having failed in your duty towards
God, and for having trespassed against His Cause, and be not of the foolish. He it is Who ha
created you; He it is Who hath nourished your souls through His Cause, and enabled you
recogrize Him Who is the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the -Kihowing. He it is Who hath
unveiled to your eyes the treasures of His knowledge, and caused you to ascend unto the hea
of certitude—the certitude of His resistless, His irrefutable, and most exedét. Beware that

ye do not deprive yourselves of the grace of God, that ye do not bring to naught your works, an
do not repudiate the truth of this most manifest, this lofty, this shining, and glorious Revelation
Judge vye fairly the Cause of God, ydineator, and behold that which hath been sent down from
the Throne on high, and meditate thereon with innocent and sanctified hearts. Then will the trut
of this Cause appear unto you as manifest as the sun in itdideaglory. Then will ye be of
themthat have believed in Him.

Say: The first and foremost testimony establishing His truth is His own Self. Next to this
testimony is His Revelation. For whoso faileth to recognize either the one or the other He hat
established the words He hath revealecoamf of His reality and truth. This is, verily, an
evidence of His tender mercy unto men. He hath endowed every soul with the capacity tc
recognize the signs of God. How could He, otherwise, have fulfilled His testimony unto men, if
ye be of them that pmler His Cause in their hearts. He will never deal unjustly with any one,
neither will He task a soul beyond its power. He, verily, is the Compassionate,-teraiful.

Say: So great is the glory of the Cause of God that even the blind can perckoxe much

more they whose sight is sharp, whose vision is pure. The blind, though unable to perceive t
light of the sun, are, nevertheless, capable of experiencing its continual heat. The blind in hea
however, among the people of the Bayaand to thisGod is My witness-are impotent, no
matter how long the Sun may shine upon them, either to perceive the radiance of its glory, or t
appreciate the warmth of its rays.

Say: O people of the Bayan! We have chosen you out of the world to know and recagnize O
Self. We have caused you to draw nigh unto the right side of ParatiiseéSpot out of which the
undying Fire crieth in manifol d acc-Pawerfsl;
t he Most High!” Take heed oltasdya veildromathislDaywbtaly o
that shineth above the dayspring of the Will of your Lord, theMidiciful, and whose light hath
encompassed both the small and the great. Purge your sight, that ye may perceive its glory wi
your own eyes, and depemdt on the sight of any one except your self, for God hath never
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burdened any soul beyond its power. Thus hath it been sent down unto the Prophets a
Messengers of old, and been recorded in all the Scriptures.

Strive, O people, to gain admittance intestvast Immensity for which God ordained neither
beginning nor end, in which His voice hath been raised, and over which have been wafted t
sweet savors of holiness and glory. Divest not yourselves of the Robe of grandeur, neither sufft
your hearts to & deprived of remembering your Lord, nor your ears of hearkening unto the sweet
melodies of His wondrous, His sublime, Hisalimpelling, His clear, and most eloquent voice.
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O NS§/Ai T, O My servant!

O Nasir, O My servant! God, the Eternal Tr
this Day, raised above the heads of men the glorious Chalice of Immortality, and is standing
expectant upon Hiseat, wondering what eye will recognize His glory, and what arm will,
unhesitatingly, be stretched forth to seize the Cup from His-sviute Hand and drain it. Only a

few have as yet quaffed from this peerless, thisfsmfting grace of the Ancient KingThese
occupy the loftiest mansions of Paradise, and are firmly established upon the seats of authorit
By the righteousness of God! Neither the mirrors of His glory, nor the revealers of His names
nor any created thing, that hath been or will evercha, ever excel them, if ye be of them that
comprehend this truth.

O Nasir! The excellence of t his Day i s i m
however extensive their knowledge, however profound their understanding. How much more
must it transend the imaginations of them that have strayed from its light, and been shut out
from its glory! Shouldst thou rend asunder the grievous veil that blindeth thy vision, thou
wouldst behold such a bounty as naught, from the beginning that hath no begjihtiegend

that hath no end, can either resemble or equal. What language should He Who is the Mouthpiee
of God choose to speak, so that they who are shut out as by a veil from Him can recognize H
glory? The righteous, inmates of the Kingdom on hidiallsdrink deep from the Wine of
Holiness, in My name, the aljlorious. None other besides them will share such benefits.
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LIV: By the righteousness of God, my WeHlBeloved!...

By the righteousness of God, my WBkloved! | have never aspired after vdby leadership.

My sole purpose hath been to hand down unto men that which | was bidden to deliver by Goc
the Gracious, the Incomparable, that it may detach them from all that pertaineth to this world
and cause them to attain such heights as neitheurtbedly can conceive, nor the froward
imagine.
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LV: Call thou to remembrance, O Land of TA...

Cal | thou to remembrance, O Land of Ta (Ti
thee the seat of His throne, and had enveloped thee with the effelgéHis glory. How vast

the number of those sanctified beings, those symbols of certitude, who, in their great love fo
thee, have laid down their lives and sacrificed their all for thy sake! Joy be to thee, ano
blissfulness to them that inhabit theéestify that out of thee, as every discerning heart knoweth,
proceedeth the living breath of Him Who is the Desire of the world. In thee the Unseen hath bee
revealed, and out of thee hath gone forth that which lay hid from the eyes of men. Which one ¢
the multitude of thy sincere lovers shall We remember, whose blood hath been shed within th
gates, and whose dust is now concealed beneath thy soil? The sweet savors of God ha
unceasingly been wafted, and shall everlastingly continue to be wafted wgsorCir Pen is
moved to commemorate thee, and to extol the victims of tyranny, those men and women thé
sleep beneath thy dust.

Among them is Our own sister, whom We now call to mind as a token of Our fidelity, and as
proof of Our lovingkindness, unto he How piteous was her plight! In what a state of
resignation she returned to her God! We, alone, in Owenglbmpassing knowledge, have
known it.

O Land of Ta! Thou art still, through the grace of God, a center around which His beloved one
have gatherk Happy are they; happy every refugee that seeketh thy shelter, in his sufferings i
the path of God, the Lord of this wondrous Day! Blessed are they that remember the one tr
God, that magnify His Name, and seek diligently to serve His Cause. Ithede men that the
sacred Books of old have referred. On them hath the Commander of the Faithful lavished hi
prai se, saying: “The blessedness awaiting
verily, hath spoken the truth, and to this We nowfiesiihe glory of their station, however, is as

yet undisclosed. The Hand of Divine power will, assuredly, lift up the veil, and expose to the
sight of men that which shall cheer and lighten the eye of the world.

Render thanks unto God, the Eternal Trettglted be His glory, inasmuch as ye have attained so
wondrous a favor, and been adorned with the ornament of His praise. Appreciate the value ¢
these days, and cleave to whatsoever beseemeth this Revelation. He, verily, is the Counsellor,
Compassiona, the AllKnowing.
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LVI: Let nothing grieve thee, O Land of Ta...

Let nothing grieve thee, O Land of Ta (Tih
joy of all mankind. He shall, if it be His Will, bless thy throne with one who will rule with
justice, who will gather together the flock of God which the wslhave scattered. Such a ruler
will, with joy and gladness, turn his face towards, and extend his favors unto, the people of Bah:
He indeed is accounted in the sight of God as a jewel among men. Upon him rest forever t
glory of God, and the glory oflahat dwell in the kingdom of His revelation.

Rejoice with great oy, for God hath made
within thee was born the Manifestation of His Glory. Be thou glad for this name that hath bee
conferred upon theea mame through which the Day Star of grace hath shed its splendor,
through which both earth and heaven have been illumined.

Ere long will the state of affairs within thee be changed, and the reins of power fall into the
hands of the people. Verily, thy Loid the AlFKnowing. His authority embraceth all things.
Rest thou assured in the gracious favor of thy Lord. The eye of His {kiidgess shall
everlastingly be directed towards thee. The day is approaching when thy agitation will have bee
transmuted ito peace and quiet calm. Thus hath it been decreed in the wondrous Book.
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LVII: When thou art departed out of the court of...

When thou art departed out of the court of
My House (Bahdad House), and visit on behalf of thy Lord. When thou reachest its door,
stand thou before it and say: Whither is the Ancient Beauty gone, O most great House of Go(
He through Whom God hath made thee the cynosure of an adoring world, and proclaimed thee
be the sign oHis remembrance unto all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth
Oh! for the former days when thou, O House of God, wert made His footstool, the days when i
ceaseless strains the melody of the-Mérciful poured forth from thee! What hathdwoene of

thy jewel whose glory hath irradiated all creation? Whither are gone the days in which He, the
Ancient King, had made thee the throne of His glory, the days in which He had chosen the
alone to be the lamp of salvation between earth and heavenaased thee to diffuse, at dawn
and at eventide, the sweet fragrance of theGMirious?

Where, O House of God, is the Sun of majesty and power Who had enveloped thee with th
brightness of His presence? Where is He, the Day Spring of the tender roétbyed.ord, the
Unconstrained, Who had established His seat within thy walls? What is it, O throne of God, tha
hath altered thy countenance, and made thy pillars to tremble? What could have closed thy do
to the face of them that eagerly seek thee?tWath made thee so desolate? Couldst thou have
been told that the Beloved of the world is pursued by the swords of His enemies? The Lord bleg
thee, and bless thy fidelity unto Him, inasmuch as thou hast remained His companion through &
His sorrows andHis sufferings.

| testify that thou art the scene of His transcendent glory, His most holy habitation. Out of thee
hath gone forth the Breath of the AHlorious, a Breath that hath breathed over all created
things, and filled with joy the breasts of tevout that dwell in the mansions of Paradise. The
Concourse on high, and they that inhabit the Cities of the Names of God, weep over thee, a
bewail the things that have befallen thee.

Thou art still the symbol of the names and attributes of the Alpighé Point towards which

the eyes of the Lord of earth and heaven are directed. There hath befallen thee what hath befal
the Ark in which God’'s pledge of security
apprehendeth the intent of these worly] recognizeth the purpose of Him Who is the Lord of
all creation.

Happy are those that inhale from thee the sweet savors of the Merciful, that acknowledge thi
exaltation, that safeguard thy sanctity, that reverence, at all times, thy station. Weeithpl
Almighty to grant that the eyes of those who have turned away from thee, and failed to
appreciate thy worth, may be opened, that they may truly recognize thee, and Him Who, throug
the power of truth, hath raised thee up on high. Blind, indeedhayeabout thee, and utterly
unaware of thee in this day. Thy Lord is, verily, the Gracious, the Forgiving.
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| bear witness that through thee God hath proved the hearts of His servants. Blessed be the
that directeth his steps toward thee, and visitede. Woe to him that denieth thy right, that
turneth away from thee, that dishonoreth thy name, and profaneth thy holiness.

Grieve not, O House of God, if the veil of thy sanctity be rent asunder by the infidels. God hath
in the world of creation, adoed thee with the jewel of His remembrance. Such an ornament no
man can, at any time, profane. Towards thee the eyes of thy Lord shall, under all conditions
remain directed. He, verily, will incline His ear to the prayer of every one that visiteth thee, w
will circle around thee, and calleth upon Him in thy name. He, in truth, is the Forgiving, the All
Merciful.

| beseech Thee, O my God, by this House that hath suffered such change in its separation frg
Thee, that bewaileth its remoteness from Thygmes, and lamenteth Thy tribulation, to forgive
me, and my parents, and my kindred, and such of my brethren as have believed in Thee. Gra
that all my needs be satisfied, through Thy bounty, O Thou Who art the King of Names. Thou a
the most Bountiful othe bountiful, the Lord of all worlds.
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LVIII: Call thou to mind that which hath been...

Call thou to mind that which hath been revealed unto Mihdi, Our servant, in the first year of Ou
banishment to the Land of Mystery (Adrianople). Unto him have Yedigted that which must
befall Our House (Bghdad House), in the days to come, lest he grieve over the acts of robbery
and violence already perpetrated against it. Verily, the Lord, thy God, knoweth all that is in the
heavens and all that is on the earth.

To him We have written: This is not the first humiliation inflicted upon My House. In days gone
by the hand of the oppressor hath heaped indignities upon it. Verily, it shall be so abased in t
days to come as to cause tears to flow from every disceey®. Thus have We unfolded to thee
things hidden beyond the velil, inscrutable to all save God, the Almighty, tHerdidled. In the
fullness of time, the Lord shall, by the power of truth, exalt it in the eyes of all men. He shall
cause it to become th8tandard of His Kingdom, the Shrine round which will circle the
concourse of the faithful. Thus hath spoken the Lord, thy God, ere the day of lamentatio
arriveth. This revelation have We given thee in Our holy Tablet, lest thou sorrow for what hat
befalen Our House through the assaults of the enemy. All praise be to God, #Kkeosling,

the All-Wise.
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LIX: Every unbiased observer will readily admit...

Every unbiased observer will readily admit that, ever since the dawn of His Revelation, this
wrongedOne hath invited all mankind to turn their faces towards the Day Spring of Glory, and

hath forbidden corruption, hatred, oppression, and wickedness. And yet, behold what the hand

the oppressor hath wrought! No pen dare describe his tyranny. Thougihrplose of Him Who

is the Eternal Truth hath been to confer everlasting life upon all men, and ensure their securit
and peace, yet witness how they have arisen to shed the blood of His loved ones, and ha
pronounced on Him the sentence of death.

The ingigators of this oppression are those very persons who, though so foolish, are reputed t
wisest of the wise. Such is their blindness that, with unfeigned severity, they have cast into thi
fortified and afflictive Prison Him, for the servants of WhoseaeBhold the world hath been
created. The Almighty, however, in spite of them and those that have repudiated the truth of thi
“Great Announcement,” hath transformed thi
Heaven of Heavens.

We did not refussuch material benefits as could relieve Us from Our afflictions. Every one of
Our companions, however, will bear Us witness that Our holy court is sanctified from, and fa
above, such material benefits. We have nevertheless accepted, while confined Rnisibm,
those things of which the infidels have striven to deprive Us. If a man be found willing to rear, in
Our name, an edifice of pure gold or silver, or a house begemmed with stones of inestimabl
value, such a wish will no doubt be granted. He lyedioeth what He willeth, and ordaineth that
which He pleaseth. Leave hath, moreover, been given to whosoever may desire to rais
throughout the length and breadth of this land, noble and imposing structures, and dedicate t
rich and sacred territoriemljoining the Jordan and its vicinity to the worship and service of the
one true God, magnified be His glory, that the prophecies recorded by the Pen of the Most Hig
in the sacred Scriptures may be fulfilled, and that which God, the Lord of all worlds, ha
purposed in this most exalted, this most holy, this mighty, and wondrous Revelation may bé
made manifest.

We have, of old, uttered these words: Spread thy skirt, O Jerusalem! Ponder this in your heart
O people of Baha, and render thanks unto youd Litre Expounder, the Most Manifest.

Were the mysteries, that are known to none except God, to be unraveled, the whole of manki
would witness the evidences of perfect and consummate justice. With a certitude that none ce
guestion, all men would cleate His commandments, and would scrupulously observe them.
We, verily, have decreed in Our Book a goodly and bountiful reward to whosoever will turn
away from wickedness and lead a chaste and godly life. He, in truth, is the Great Giver, the All
Bountiful.
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LX: My captivity can bring on Me no shame....

My captivity can bring on Me no shame. Nay, by My life, it conferreth on Me glory. That which
can make Me ashamed is the conduct of such of My followers as profess to love Me, yet in fac
follow the Evil One.They, indeed, are of the lost.

When the time set for this Revelation was fulfilled, and He Who is the Day Star of the world
appeared in ‘“lréadq, He bade His followers ol@se
defilements. Some preferred tdléov the desires of a corrupt inclination, while others walked in

the way of righteousness and truth, and were rightly guided.

Say: He is not to be numbered with the people of Baha who followeth his mundane desires, ¢
fixeth his heart on things of theréda He is My true follower who, if he come to a valley of pure

gold, will pass straight through it aloof as a cloud, and will neither turn back, nor pause. Such «
man is, assuredly, of Me. From his garment the Concourse on high can inhale the fragrance
sanctity.... And if he met the fairest and most comely of women, he would not feel his hear
seduced by the least shadow of desire for her beauty. Such an one, indeed, is the creation f
spotless chastity. Thus instructeth you the Pen of the Ancientysf, @a bidden by your Lord,

the Almighty, the AliBountiful.
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LXI: The world is in travail, and its agitation...

The world is in travail, and its agitation waxeth day by day. Its face is turned towards
waywardness and unbelief. Such shall be its plitjat, to disclose it now would not be meet and
seemly. Its perversity will long continue. And when the appointed hour is come, there shall
suddenly appear that which shall cause the limbs of mankind to quake. Then, and only then, w
the Divine Standard henfurled, and the Nightingale of Paradise warble its melody.
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LXIl: Recall thou to mind My sorrows, My cares...

Recall thou to mind My sorrows, My cares and anxieties, My woes and trials, the state of M
captivity, the tears that | have shed, the hbiéss of Mine anguish, and now My imprisonment in
this faro f f | and. God, O Mustaf a, bearet h Me wi
the Ancient Beauty, thou wouldst flee into the wilderness, and weep with a great weeping. In th
grief, thou woldst smite thyself on the head, and cry out as one stung by the sting of the adde
Be thou grateful to God, that We have refused to divulge unto thee the secrets of thos
unsearchable decrees that have been sent down unto Us from the heaven of théhyMibw,

the Most Powerful, the Almighty.

By the righteousness of God! Every morning | arose from My bed, | discovered the hosts o
countless afflictions massed behind My door; and every night when | lay down, lo! My heart was
torn with agony at what ihad suffered from the fiendish cruelty of its foes. With every piece of
bread the Ancient Beauty breaketh is coupled the assault of a fresh affliction, and with ever
drop He drinketh is mixed the bitterness of the most woeful of trials. He is preceslastyrstep

He taketh by an army of unforeseen calamities, while in His rear follow legions of agonizing
SOrrows.

Such is My plight, wert thou to ponder it in thine heart. Let not, however, thy soul grieve over
that which God hath rained down upon Us. dethy will in His pleasure, for We have, at no
time, desired anything whatsoever except His Will, and have welcomed each one of His
irrevocable decrees. Let thine heart be patient, and be thou not dismayed. Follow not in the we
of them that are sorely dated.
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LXIII: O thou whose face is turned towards Me!...

O thou whose face is turned towards Me! As soon as thine eyes behold from afar My native cit
(Ti hran), stand thou and say: I am come t g
from God, the Help in Peril, the Se€Bubsisting. | announce untoethy O mother of the world

and fountain of light unto all its peoples, the tender mercies of thy Lord, and greet thee in the
name of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, the Knower of things unseen. | testify that within thee He
Who is the Hidden Name was revealadd the Unseen Treasure uncovered. Through thee the
secret of all things, be they of the past or of the future, hath been unfolded.

O Land of T&! He Who is the Lord of Names remembereth thee in His glorious station. Tho
wert the Day Spring of the Causé God, the fountain of His Revelation, the manifestation of
His Most Great Name-a Name that hath caused the hearts and souls of men to tremble. Ho
vast the number of those men and women, those victims of tyranny, that have, within thy walls
laid down teir lives in the path of God, and been buried beneath thy dust with such cruelty as tc
cause every honored servant of God to bemoan their plight.
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LXIV: It is Our wish to remember the Abode of...

It is Our wish to remember the Abode of supreme blisefidns ( Ti hr an) , t he
city—the city wherein the fragrance of the WBkloved hath been shed, wherein His signs have
been diffused, wherein the evidences of His glory have been revealed, wherein His standarc
have been raised, wherein His tatsele hath been pitched, wherein each of His wise decrees
hath been unfolded.

It is the city in which the sweet savors of reunion have breathed, which have caused the sincej
lovers of God to draw nigh unto Him, and to gain access to the Habitationlimédsoand
beauty. Happy is the wayfarer that directeth his steps towards this city, that gaineth admittanc
into it, and quaffeth the wine of reunion, through the outpouring grace of his Lord, the Gracious
the All-Praised.

| am come to thee, Olanddfe heart’'s desire, with tiding
gracious favor and mercy, and greet and magnify thee in His nhame. He, in truth, is of immens
bounteousness and goodness. Blessed be the man that turneth his face towards thee,
perccet h from thee the fragrance of God’s Pr
thee, and the brightness of His light envelop thee, inasmuch as God hath made thee a parac
unto His servants, and proclaimed thee to be the blest and sacred landoHe, Himself, hath
made mention in the Books which His Prophets and Messengers have revealed.

Through thee, O Iland of resplendent gl ory,
been wunfurl ed, and the stamadwerd, off Vehi hgs I
hoisted. It behoveth every one that visiteth thee to glory in thee and in them that inhabit thee, th
have branched from My Tree, who are the leaves thereof, who are the signs of My glory, wh
follow Me and are My lovers, angho, with the most mighty determination, have turned their
faces in the direction of My glorious station.
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LXV: Call Thou to remembrance Thine arrival in...

Call Thou to remembrance Thine arrival in the City (Constantinople), how the Ministers of the
SUtan thought Thee to be unacquainted with
one of the ignorant. Say: Yes, by My Lord! | am ignorant of all things except what God hath,
through His bountiful favor, been pleased to teach Me. To this Wereakbg testify, and
unhesitatingly confess it.

Say: If the laws and regulations to which ye cleave be of your own making, We will, in no wise,
follow them. Thus have | been instructed by Him Who is theWABe, the Altinformed. Such

hath been My way ithe past, and such will it remain in the future, through the power of God
and His might. This, indeed, is the true and right way. If they be ordained by God, bring forth,
then, your proofs, if ye be of them that speak the truth. Say: We have written ni@vBoiok
which leaveth not unrecorded the work of any man, however insignificant, all that they have
imputed to Thee, and all that they have done unto Thee.

Say: It behoveth you, O Ministers of State, to keep the precepts of God, and to forsake your o
laws and regulations, and to be of them who are guided aright. Better is this for you than all y
possess, did ye but know it. If ye transgress the commandment of God, not one jot or one tittle ¢
all your works shall be acceptable in His sight. Ye shadlloag, discover the consequences of

that which ye shall have done in this vain life, and shall be repaid for them. This, verily, is the
truth, the undoubted truth.

How great the number of those who, in bygone ages, have committed the things ye ha
commited, and who, though superior to you in rank, have, in the end, returned unto dust, an
been consigned to their inevitable doom! Would that ye might ponder the Cause of God in you
hearts! Ye shall follow in their wake, and shall be made to enter a ti@bieherein none shall

be found to befriend or help you. Ye shall, of a truth, be asked of your doings, shall be called t
account for your failure in duty with regard to the Cause of God, and for having disdainfully
rejected His loved ones who, with miesit sincerity, have come unto you.

It is ye who have taken counsel together regarding them, ye that have preferred to follow th
promptings of your own desires, and forsaken the commandment of God, the Help in Peril, th
Almighty.

Say: What! Cleave yetyour own devices, and cast behind your backs the precepts of God? Ye,
indeed, have wronged your own selves and others. Would that ye could perceive it! Say: If yo
rules and principles be founded on justice, why is it, then, that ye follow those whantdl avith

your corrupt inclinations and reject such as conflict with your desires? By what right claim ye,
then, to judge fairly between men? Are your rules and principles such as to justify your
persecution of Him Who, at your bidding, hath presentedskihbefore you, your rejection of
Him, and your infliction on Him every day of grievous injury? Hath He ever, though it be for one
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short mo ment , di sobeyed you? Al the inhab
observer, will bear witness the truth of My words.

Be fair in your judgment, O ye Ministers of State! What is it that We have committed that could
justify Our banishment? What is the offense that hath warranted Our expulsion? It is We Whc

have sought you, and yet, behold how ye redu® receive Us! By God! This is a sore injustice
that ye have perpetrateehn injustice with which no earthly injustice can measure. To this the
Almighty is Himself a witness....

Know ye that the world and its vanities and its embellishments shall pass Bothing will
endure except God’s Kingdom which pertaine
Help in Peril, the AHGlorious, the Almighty. The days of your life shall roll away, and all the
things with which ye are occupied and of whigh boast yourselves shall perish, and ye shall,
most certainly, be summoned by a company of His angels to appear at the spot where the lim|g
of the entire creation shall be made to tremble, and the flesh of every oppressor to creep. Ye shil
be asked of th things your hands have wrought in this, your vain life, and shall be repaid for
your doings. This is the day that shall inevitably come upon you, the hour that none can put bac
To this the Tongue of Him that speaketh the truth and is the Knowertbinglt hath testified.
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LXVI: Fear God, ye inhabitants of the City (Constantinople),...

Fear God, ye inhabitants of the City (Constantinople), and sow not the seeds of dissensic
amongst men. Walk not in the paths of the Evil One. Walk ye, during theefeaining days of

your life, in the ways of the one true God. Your days shall pass away as have the days of the
who were before you. To dust shall ye return, even as your fathers of old did return.

Know ye that | am afraid of none except God. In noneHimn have | placed My trust; to none

will I cleave but Him, and wish for naught except the thing He hath wished for Me. This, indeed,
is My heart’s desire, did ye but know it.
for God, the Lord of all wrlds. Whoso hath known God shall know none but Him, and he that
feareth God shall be afraid of no one except Him, though the powers of the whole earth rise u
and be arrayed against him. | speak naught except at His bidding, and follow not, through th
power of God and His might, except His truth. He, verily, shall recompense the truthful.

Narrate, O Servant, the things Thou didst behold at the time of Thine arrival in the City, that Th
testimony may endure amongst men, and serve as a warning untchttdmlieve. We found,

upon Our arrival in the City, its governors and elders as children gathered about and disportin
themselves with clay. We perceived no one sufficiently mature to acquire from Us the truths
which God hath taught Us, nor ripe for Ounivdrous words of wisdom. Our inner eye wept sore
over them, and over their transgressions and their total disregard of the thing for which they we
created. This is what We observed in that City, and which We have chosen to note down in O
Book, that itmay serve as a warning unto them, and unto the rest of mankind.

Say: If ye be seekers after this life and the vanities thereof, ye should have sought them while
were stildl enclosed in your mothers’ w@® mb s
them, could ye but perceive it. Ye have, on the other hand, ever since ye were born and attain
maturity, been all the while receding from the world and drawing closer to dust. Why, then,
exhibit such greed in amassing the treasures of the earth, whedays are numbered and your
chance is weihigh lost? Will ye not, then, O heedless ones, shake off your slumber?

Incline your ears to the counsels which this Servant giveth you for the sake of God. He, verily
asketh no recompense from you and isgmsil to what God hath ordained for Him, and is
entirely submissive to God’s Wil/l

The days of your life are far spent, O people, and your end is fast approaching. Put awa
therefore, the things ye have devised and to which ye cleave, and take firnm b precepts

of God, that haply ye may attain that which He hath purposed for you, and be of them that purs
a right course. Delight not yourselves in the things of the world and its vain ornaments, neithe
set your hopes on them. Let your reliance beh® remembrance of God, the Most Exalted, the
Most Great. He will, erelong, bring to naught all the things ye possess. Let Him be your fear, an
forget not His covenant with you, and be not of them that are shut out as by a veil from Him.
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Beware that yswell not with pride before God, and disdainfully reject His loved ones. Defer ye
humbly to the faithful, they that have believed in God and in His signs, whose hearts witness t
His unity, whose tongues proclaim His oneness, and who speak not excaptiéavd. Thus do

We exhort you with justice, and warn you with truth, that perchance ye may be awakened.

Lay not on any soul a load which ye would not wish to be laid upon you, and desire not for an
one the things ye would not desire for yourselvess ThiMy best counsel unto you, did ye but
observe it.

Respect ye the divines and learned amongst you, they whose conduct accords with the
professions, who transgress not the bounds which God hath fixed, whose judgments are
conformity with His behestas revealed in His Book. Know ye that they are the lamps of
guidance unto them that are in the heavens and on the earth. They who disregard and neglect
divines and learned that live amongst thethese have truly changed the favor with which God
hath favored them.

Say: Await ye till God will have changed His favor unto you. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Him.
He knoweth the secrets both of the heavens and of the earth. His knowledge embraceth all thing
Rejoice not in what ye have done, or will do in fh&ure, nor delight in the tribulation with
which ye have afflicted Us, for ye are unable by such means as these to exalt your stations, wege
ye to examine your works with acute discernment. Neither will ye be capable of detracting fro
the loftiness of @r state. Nay, God will add unto the recompense with which He shall reward
Us, for having sustained with persevering patience the tribulations We have suffered. He, veril
shall increase the reward of them that endure with patience.

Know ye that trials iad tribulations have, from time immemorial, been the lot of the chosen Ones

of God and His beloved, and such of His servants as are detached from all else but Him, the

whom neither merchandise nor traffic beguile from the remembrance of the Almightgh#bey
not til] He hath spoken, and act

carried into effect of old, and such will it remain in the future. Blessed are the steadfastl

enduring, they that are patient under ills and hardships, whenlanot over anything that

befalleth them, and who tread the path of resignation....

The day is approaching when God will have raised up a people who will call to remembrance
Our days, who will tell the tale of Our trials, who will demand the restitudgfo@ur rights from

them that, without a tittle of evidence, have treated Us with manifest injustice. God, assured|
dominateth the lives of them that wronged Us, and is well aware of their doings. He will, most
certainly, lay hold on them for their sirtse, verily, is the fiercest of avengers.

Thus have We recounted unto you the tales of the one true God, and sent down unto you t
things He had preordained, that haply ye may ask forgiveness of Him, may return unto Him, ma
truly repent, may realize younisdeeds, may shake off your slumber, may be roused from your
heedlessness, may atone for the things that have escaped you, and be of them that do good.
him who will, acknowledge the truth of My words; and as to him that willeth not, let him turn
asice. My sole duty is to remind you of your failure in duty towards the Cause of God, if
perchance ye may be of them that heed My warning. Wherefore, hearken ye unto My speec
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and return ye to God and repent, that He, through His grace, may have mercyoupomy

wash away your sins, and forgive your trespasses. The greatness of His mercy surpasseth
fury of His wrath, and His grace encompasseth all who have been called into being and bee
clothed with the robe of life, be they of the past or of theréutu
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LXVII: There hath appeared in this Revelation...

There hath appeared in this Revelation what hath never appeared before. As to the infidels t
have witnessed what hath been manifested,
hathdes ed a | i e against God.” They are indeed

Tell out to the nations, O Pen of the Anci
them of the messenger whom the congregation of the divines of that land had delegated to me
Us, who, when attaining Our presence, questioned Us concerning certain sciences, and who
We answered by virtue of the knowledge We inherently possess. Thy Lord is, verily, the Knowe
of things unseen. “We testify, "sessiasudhathmne -
can rival. Such a knowledge, however, is insufficient to vindicate the exalted station which the
people ascribe to Thee. Produce, if Thou speakest the truth, what the combined forces of t
peoples of the earth are powerless to proddce Thus was it i rrevocal
the presence of thy Lord, the ABlorious, the Loving.

“Witness! What is it thou seest?” He was d
“1 truly bel i-Gloieus, theAlBasEld. t heGAlt hou to the
‘“Ask whatsoever ye please. Power f ul I's He
the past or of the future, can frustrate H
any matter ye desr and ask your Lord, the God of Mercy, to reveal it unto you. If He fulfil your
wish, by virtue of His sovereignty, believe ye then in Him, and be not of those that reject His
truth.”™” “The dawn of wunder st andi nygoftieaAtth n
Mer ci f ul is fulfilled.” He arose and retur
All-Glorious, the WelBeloved.

Days passed and he failed to come back to Us. Eventually, there came another messenger
informed Us that th@eople had given up what they originally had purposed. They are indeed a
contemptible people. This is what happened
This happening was noised abroad, yet none was found to comprehend its meaningl Weis di
ordain it. Would that ye knew this!

By My Selfl Whoso hath in bygone ages asked Us to produce the signs of God, hath, no soon
We revealed them to hi m, repudi ated God’ s
remained heedless. They vaaoeyes are illumined with the light of understanding will perceive
the sweet savors of the Allerciful, and will embrace His truth. These are they who are truly
sincere.
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LXVIIIl: O thou who art the fruit of My Tree and...

O thou who art the fruit of Myfree and the leaf thereof! On thee be My glory and My mercy.
Let not thine heart grieve over what hath befallen thee. Wert thou to scan the pages of the Boc
of Life, thou wouldst, most certainly, discover that which would dissipate thy sorrows and
dissole thine anguish.

Know thou, O fruit of My Tree, that the decrees of the Sovereign Ordainer, as related to fate an
predestination, are of two kinds. Both are to be obeyed and accepted. The one is irrevocable, tjge
other is, as termed by men, impending.the former all must unreservedly submit, inasmuch as

it is fixed and settled. God, however, is able to alter or repeal it. As the harm that must resu
from such a change will be greater than if the decree had remained unaltered, all, therefor
should wilingly acquiesce in what God hath willed and confidently abide by the same.

The decree that is impending, however, is such that prayer and entreaty can succeed in averti
it.

God grant that thou who art the fruit of My Tree, and they that are assomittettiee, may be
shielded from its evil consequences.

Say: O God, my God! Thou hast committed into mine hands a trust from Thee, and hast no
according to the goegleasure of Thy Will called it back to Thyself. It is not for me, who am a
handmaid of Thne, to say, whence is this to me or wherefore hath it happened, inasmuch ag
Thou art glorified in all Thine acts, and art to be obeyed in Thy decree. Thine handmaid, O m
Lord, hath set her hopes on Thy grace and bounty. Grant that she may obtain ¢hatvilvhi
draw her nigh unto Thee, and will profit her in every world of Thine. Thou art the Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful. There is none other God but Thee, the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.

Vouchsafe Thy blessings, O Lord, my God, unto them that havéeduthie wine of Thy love
before the face of men, and, in spite of Thine enemies, have acknowledged Thy unity, testified t
Thy oneness, and confessed their belief in that which hath made the limbs of the oppresso
among Thy creatures to quake, and thehflef the proud ones of the earth to tremble. | bear
witness that Thy Sovereignty can never perish, nor Thy Will be altered. Ordain for them that
have set their faces towards Thee, and for Thine handmaids that have held fast by Thy Cord, t
which beseenth the Ocean of Thy bounty and the Heaven of Thy grace.

Thou art He, O God, Who hath proclaimed Himself as the Lord of Wealth, and characterized al
t hat serve Him as poor and needy. Even as
paupers in nekof God; but God is the APossessing, the ARr ai sed.” Having
my poverty, and recognized Thy wealth, suffer me not to be deprived of the glory of Thy riches
Thou art, verily, the Supreme Protector, theltlowing, the AllWise.
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LXI1X: Call thou to mind the behavior of Asshr a f 06 s .

Call thou to mind the behavior ofsir af ' s mot her , whose son | aij
Z4& (Zanjan). He, most certainly, is in the seat of truth, in the presence of One Who is the Mos
Powerful, the Almghty.

When the infidels, so unjustly, decided to put him to death, they sent and fetched his mother, th
perchance she might admonish him, and induce him to recant his faith, and follow in the
footsteps of them that have repudiated the truth of God,dirteof all worlds.

No sooner did she behold the face of her son, than she spoke to him such words as caused e
hearts of the lovers of God, and beyond them those of the Concourse on high, to cry out and e
sore pained with grief. Truly, thy Lord knowetthat My tongue speaketh. He Himself beareth
witness to My words.

And when addressing him she said: “My son, mi
path of thy Lord. Beware that thou betray not thy faith in Him before Whose face have bowed
downin adoration all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth. Go thou straight on, ¢

my son, and persevere in the path of the Lord, thy God. Haste thee to attain the presence of H
WhoistheWelBel oved of al |l worl ds.”

On her be My blessingand My mercy, and My praise, and My glory. | Myself shall atone for

the loss of her sera son who now dwelleth within the tabernacle of My majesty and glory, and

whose face beameth with a light that envelopeth with its radiance the Maids of Heaven in thei
celestial chambers, and beyond them the inmates of My Paradise, and the denizens of the Citifis

of Hol i ness. Were any eye to gaze on his A C
nobl e angel!”
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L X X: The worl ddés equil i brium ha

The world’s equilibrium hath been upset
new Worl d Order. Mankind’s ordered | ife
unique, this wondrous Systenthe like of which mortal eyes have nevétnessed.

Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, and discover &
the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths. Take heed that ye do not vacillate in you
determination to embrace the truth of this CasaeCaus through which the potentialities of the
might of God have been revealed, and His sovereignty established. With faces beaming with jo
hasten ye unto Him. This is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the futu
Let him that seekhf, attain it; and as to him that hath refused to seekaétily, God is SeH
Sufficient, above any need of His creatures.

Say: This is the infallible Balance which the Hand of God is holding, in which all who are in the
heavens and all who are on thetleare weighed, and their fate determined, if ye be of them that
believe and recognize this truth. Say: Through it the poor have been enriched, the learne
enlightened, and the seekers enabled to ascend unto the presence of God. Beware, lest ye ma
a ause of dissension amongst you. Be ye as firmly settled as the immovable mountain in th
Cause of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.

www.oceanoflights.org




LXXI: Be not dismayed, O peoples of the world,...

Be not dismayed, O peoples of the world, when the day star of Myybieas#t, and the heaven

of My tabernacle is concealed from your eyes. Arise to further My Cause, and to exalt My Word
amongst men. We are with you at all times, and shall strengthen you through the power of trut
We are truly almighty. Whoso hath recogmil Me, will arise and serve Me with such
determination that the powers of earth and heaven shall be unable to defeat his purpose.

The peoples of the world are fast asleep. Were they to wake from their slumber, they woulc
hasten with eagerness unto Gobe tAll-Knowing, the AllWise. They would cast away
everything they possess, be it all the treasures of the earth, that their Lord may remember them
the extent of addressing to them but one word. Such is the instruction given you by Him Whc
holdeth the kowledge of things hidden, in a Tablet which the eye of creation hath not seen, anc
which is revealed to none except His own Self, the omnipotent protector of all worlds. So
bewildered are they in the drunkenness of their evil desires, that they aregsswenecognize
the Lord of all being, Whose voice call eth
but Me, the Mighty, the AIWi s e . ”

Say: Rejoice not in the things ye possess; tonight they are yours, tomorrow others will posses
them. Thuswvarneth you He Who is the AKnowing, the Altinformed. Say: Can ye claim that
what ye own is lasting or secure? Nay! By Myself, theMérciful. The days of your life flee
away as a breath of wind, and all your pomp and glory shall be folded up athev@@mp and

glory of those gone before you. Reflect, O people! What hath become of your bygone days, yo
lost centuries? Happy the days that have been consecrated to the remembrance of God, &
blessed the hours which have been spent in praise of Himisvine AlFWise. By My life!
Neither the pomp of the mighty, nor the wealth of the rich, nor even the ascendancy of the
ungodly will endure. All will perish, at a word from Him. He, verily, is the-Rbwerful, the
All-Compelling, the Almighty. What advtage is there in the earthly things which men possess?
That which shall profit them, they have utterly neglected. Erelong, they will awake from their
slumber, and find themselves unable to obtain that which hath escaped them in the days of the
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Praised. Did they but know it, they would renounce their all, that
their names may be mentioned before His throne. They, verily, are accounted among the dead.
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LXXII: Let not your hearts be perturbed, O people,...

Let not your hearts bgerturbed, O people, when the glory of My Presence is withdrawn, and the
ocean of My utterance is stilled. In My presence amongst you there is a wisdom, and in M
absence there is yet another, inscrutable to all but God, the Incomparable,-Krewihg.
Verily, We behold you from Our realm of glory, and shall aid whosoever will arise for the
triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on high and a company of Our favore
angels.

O peoples of the earth! God, the Eternal Truth, is My witnessstheams of fresh and seft
flowing waters have gushed from the rocks, through the sweetness of the words uttered by yo
Lord, the Unconstrained; and still ye slumber. Cast away that which ye possess, and, on t
wings of detachment, soar beyond all crdgtengs. Thus biddeth you the Lord of creation, the
movement of Whose Pen hath revolutionized the soul of mankind.

Know ye from what heights your Lord, the ABlorious is calling? Think ye that ye have
recognized the Pen wherewith your Lord, the Lorélbhames, commandeth you? Nay, by My
life! Did ye but know it, ye would renounce the world, and would hasten with your whole hearts
to the presence of the Wdkloved. Your spirits would be so transported by His Word as to
throw into commotion the Great World—how much more this small and petty one! Thus have
the showers of My bounty been poured down from the heaven of My lindgess, as a token

of My grace; that ye may be of the thankful....

Beware lest the desires of the flesh and of a corrgfibation provoke divisions among you. Be
ye as the fingers of one hand, the members of one body. Thus counselleth you the Pen
Revelation, if ye be of them that believe.

Consider the mercy of God and His gifts. He enjoineth upon you that which sbiailyou,
though He Himself can well dispense with all creatures. Your evil doings can never harm Us
neither can your good works profit Us. We summon you wholly for the sake of God. To this
every man of understanding and insight will testify.
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LXXIIl: | tis clear and evident that when the veils...

It is clear and evident that when the veils that conceal the realities of the manifestations of th
Names and Attributes of God, nay of all created things visible or invisible, have been ren
asunder, nothingxeept the Sign of God will remaira sign which He, Himself, hath placed
within these realities. This sign will endure as long as is the wish of the Lord thy God, the Lord
of the heavens and of the earth. If such be the blessings conferred on all crieassdhthw
superior must be the destiny of the true believer, whose existence and life are to be regarded
the originating purpose of all creation. Just as the conception of faith hath existed from the
beginning that hath no beginning, and will endurethié end that hath no end, in like manner
will the true believer eternally live and endure. His spirit will everlastingly circle round the Will
of God. He will last as long as God, Himself, will last. He is revealed through the Revelation of
God, and is tdden at His bidding. It is evident that the loftiest mansions in the Realm of
Immortality have been ordained as the habitation of them that have truly believed in God and i
His signs. Death can never invade that holy seat. Thus have We entrusted lihibe wigns of

thy Lord, that thou mayest persevere in thy love for Him, and be of them that comprehend thi
truth.
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LXXIV: Every word that proceedeth out of the...

Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God is endowed with such potency asiltan ins
new life into every human frame, if ye be of them that comprehend this truth. All the wondrous
works ye behold in this world have been manifested through the operation of His supreme an
most exalted Will, His wondrous and inflexible Purpose. Throtinghmere revelation of the
word “Fashioner,k” Il ssuing forth from His |
power is released as can generate, through successive ages, all the manifold arts which the ha
of man can produce. This, verily, iscartain truth. No sooner is this resplendent word uttered,
than its animating energies, stirring within all created things, give birth to the means and
instruments whereby such arts can be produced and perfected. All the wondrous achievements
now witness are the direct consequences of the Revelation of this Name. In the days to come,
will, verily, behold things of which ye have never heard before. Thus hath it been decreed in th
Tablets of God, and none can comprehend it except them whose sightps|a like manner,
the moment the word expressing My attribut
every created thing will, according to its capacity and limitations, be invested with the power to
unfold the knowledge of the most marvelougsces, and will be empowered to manifest them

in the course of time at the bidding of Him Who is the Almighty, thek&ibwing. Know thou

of a certainty that the Revelation of every other Name is accompanied by a similar manifestatio
of Divine power. Evey single letter proceeding out of the mouth of God is indeed a mother
letter, and every word uttered by Him Who is the Well Spring of Divine Revelation is a mother
word, and His Tablet a Mother Tablet. Well is it with them that apprehend this truth.
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LX XV: Tear asunder, in My Name, the veils that...

Tear asunder, in My Name, the veils that have grievously blinded your vision, and, through the
power born of your belief in the unity of God, scatter the idols of vain imitation. Enter, then, the
holy paradis of the googpleasure of the AlMerciful. Sanctify your souls from whatsoever is

not of God, and taste ye the sweetness of rest within the pale of His vast and mighty Revelatio
and beneath the shadow of His supreme and infallible authority. Suffgrongelves to be
wrapt in the dense veils of your selfish desires, inasmuch as | have perfected in every one of yc
My creation, so that the excellence of My handiwork may be fully revealed unto men. It follows,
therefore, that every man hath been, and eahtinue to be, able of himself to appreciate the
Beauty of God, the Glorified. Had he not been endowed with such a capacity, how could he b
called to account for his failure? If, in the Day when all the peoples of the earth will be gatherec
together, ay man shoul d, whil st standing in the
thou disbelieved in My Beauty and turned a
and say: “lInasmuch as al/l men have hisfage¢od,
the Truth, I, too, following their example, have grievously failed to recognize the Beauty of the
Eternal,” such a plea will, assuredl vy, be
any one except himself.

This is one of the veies that lie enshrined in My Revelatiefa verity which | have revealed in

all the heavenly Books, which | have caused the Tongue of Grandeur to utter, and the Pen
Power to inscribe. Ponder a while thereon, that with both your inner and outer eyey ye ma
perceive the subtleties of Divine wisdom and discover the gems of heavenly knowledge whic
in clear and weighty language, | have revealed in this exalted and incorruptible Tablet, and tha
ye may not stray far from the AHighest Throne, from the Treeeyond which there is no
passing, from the Habitation of everlasting might and glory.

The signs of God shine as manifest and resplendent as the sun amidst the works of His creatu
Whatsoever proceedeth from Him is apart, and will always remain distivegl) from the
inventions of men. From the Source of His knowledge countless Luminaries of learning anc
wisdom have risen, and out of the Paradise of His Pen the breath of ther&iful hath
continually been wafted to the hearts and souls of men. Haggphey that have recognized this
truth.
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LXXVI: Give ear, O My servant, unto that which...

Give ear, O My servant, unto that which is being sent down unto thee from the Throne of th
Lord, the Inaccessible, the Most Great. There is none other GodirnutHeé hath called into
being His creatures, that they may know Him, Who is the Compassionate,-tlergiful. Unto

the cities of all nations He hath sent His Messengers, Whom He hath commissioned to announ
unto men tidings of the Paradise of His g@besure, and to draw them nigh unto the Haven of
abiding security, the Seat of eternal holiness and transcendent glory.

Some were guided by the Light of God, gained admittance into the court of His presence, an
guaffed, from the hand of resignation, thiaters of everlasting life, and were accounted of them
that have truly recognized and believed in Him. Others rebelled against Him, and rejected th
signs of God, the Most Powerful, the Almighty, the-Alise.

Ages rolled away, until they attained theonsummation in this, the Lord of days, the Day
whereon the Day Star of the Bayan manifested itself above the horizon of mercy, the Day i
which the Beauty of the AlIGI or i ous shone f orth -Munh atmmmea de X «
Bab. No sooner did He veal Himself, than all the people rose up against Him. By some He was
denounced as one that hath uttered slanders against God, the Almighty, the Ancient of Da
Others regarded Him as a man smitten with madness, an allegation which |, Myself, have hea
from the lips of one of the divines. Still others disputed His claim to be the Mouthpiece of God,
and stigmatized Him as one who had stolen and used as his the words of the Almighty, who hé
perverted their meaning, and mingled them with his own. The E@gasfdeur weepeth sore for

the things which their mouths have uttered, while they continue to rejoice upon their seats.

“God,” said He, *“is My witness, O peopl e!
your God, the Lord of your fathers of oldook not, O people, at the things ye possess. Look
rather at the things God hath sent down unto you. This, surely, will be better for you than the
whole of creation, could ye but perceive it. Repeat the gaze, O people, and consider th
testimony of God andHis proof which are in your possession, and compare them unto the
Revelation sent down unto you in this Day, that the truth, the infallible truth, may be indubitably
manifested unto you. Follow not, O people, the steps of the Evil One; follow ye theoftith
All-Merciful, and be ye of them that truly believe. What would it profit man, if he were to fail to
recognize the Revelation of God? Nothing whatever. To this Mine own Self, the Omnipotent, the
Omniscient, the AWWi s e, wi | | testify.?”

The more Heexhorted them, the fiercer grew their enmity, till, at the last, they put Him to death
with shameful cruelty. The curse of God be upon the oppressors!

A few believed in Him; few of Our servants are the thankful. These He admonished, in all His
Tablets—nay; in every passage of His wondrous writirgsot to give themselves up in the Day
of the promised Revelation to anything wha

said He, “1 have revealed Mysel f oktheBayn, ® Mza
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descend upon you for no other purpose except to establish the truth of His Cause. Fear ye Gc
and contend not with Him as the people of
time ye hear of Him, hasten ye towards Him, and cls@vé& whatsoever He may reveal unto
you. Naught else besides Him can ever profit you, no, not though ye produce from first to last th
testi monies of all those who were before vy

And when after the lapse of a few years the heaven of Divine decredeftsssunder, and the
Beauty of the Bab appeared in the clouds of the names of God, arrayed in a new raiment, thejie
same people maliciously rose up against Him, Whose light embraceth all created things. The
broke His Covenant, rejected His truth, conthavith Him, caviled at His signs, treated His
testimony as falsehood, and joined the company of the infidels. Eventually, they determined t
take away His life. Such is the state of them who are in-gdiae error!

And when they realized their powerlasss to achieve their purpose, they arose to plot against
Him. Witness how every moment they devise a fresh device to harm Him, that they may injure
and dishonor the cause of God. Say: Woe be to you! By God! Your schemings cover you wit
shame. Your Lordthe God of mercy, can well dispense with all creatures. Nothing whatever can
either increase or diminish the things He doth possess. If ye believe, to your own behoof will ye
believe; and if ye believe not, ye yourselves will suffer. At no time can the dfathe infidel
profane the hem of His Robe.

O My servant that believest in God! By the righteousness of the Almighty! Were | to recount to
thee the tale of the things that have befallen Me, the souls and minds of men would be incapab

of sustaining itsveight. God Himself beareth Me witness. Watch over thyself, and follow not the
footsteps of these people. Meditate diligently upon the Cause of thy Lord. Strive to know Him
through His own Self and not through others. For no one else besides Him canoéivdnee.

To this all created things will testify, couldst thou but perceive it.

Emerge from behind the veil, by the leave of thy Lord, theG\drious, the Most Powerful, and
seize, before the eyes of those who are in the heavens and those whthareaoth, the Chalice

of Immortality, in the name of thy Lord, the Inaccessible, the Most High, and quaff thy fill, and
be not of them that tarry. | swear by God! The moment thou touchest the Cup with thy lips, the
Concourse on high will acclaim thee say g , “Drink with healthy
believed in God!” and the inhabitants of t
thou that hast drained the Cup of His |l ove
the blessedness that awaiteth thee, O My servant, for thou hast attained unto that which no
hath attained, except such as have detached themselves from all that is in the heavens and all
i s on the earth, and who are the embl ems of

www.oceanoflights.org




LXXVII: And now, concerning thy question regarding...

And now, concerning thy question regarding the creation of man. Know thou that all men have
been created in the nature made by God, the Guardian, thRBubsiting. Unto each one hath
been prescribed preor dai ned measur e, as decreed i

that which ye potentially possess can, however, be manifested only as a result of your ow
volition. Your own acts testify to this truth. Consider, for instance, that which hah be
forbidden, in the Bayan, unto men. God hath in that Book, and by His behest, decreed as lawf
whatsoever He hath pleased to decree, and hath, through the power of His sovereign mig
forbidden whatsoever He elected to forbid. To this testifieth tkteafethat Book. Will ye not

bear witness? Men, however, have wittingly broken His law. Is such a behavior to be attributec
to God, or to their proper selves? Be fair in your judgment. Every good thing is of God, and
every evil thing is from yourselves. Wye not comprehend? This same truth hath been revealed
in all the Scriptures, if ye be of them that understand. Every act ye meditate is as clear to Him &
is that act when already accomplished. There is none other God besides Him. His is all creatic
ard its empire. All stands revealed before Him; all is recorded in His holy and hidden Tablets.
This foreknowledge of God, however, should not be regarded as having caused the actions ¢
men, just as your own previous knowledge that a certain event isuo, oc your desire that it
should happen, is not and can never be the reason for its occurrence.
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LXXVIII: As to thy question concerning the origin...

As to thy qgquestion concerning the origin o
existedfrom eternity, and will continue to exist forever. Its beginning hath had no beginning, and
its end knoweth no end. His name, the Creator, presupposeth a creation, even as His title, tjge
Lord of Men, must involve the existence of a servant.

Astothosesai ngs, attributed to the Prophets of ol
was no creature to know Him,” and “The Logd
meaning of these and similar sayings is clear and evident, and should at no time b
msapprehended. To this same truth bear wit (@les
alone; there was none el se besides Hi m. He @wi
discerning eye will readily perceive that the Lord is now manifesthgeé is none to recognize

His glory. By this is meant that the habitation wherein the Divine Being dwelleth is far above the
reach and ken of any one besides Him. Whatsoever in the contingent world can either b
expressed or apprehended, can never trassghe limits which, by its inherent nature, have

been imposed upon it. God, alone, transcendeth such limitations. He, verily, is from everlasting

No peer or partner has been, or can ever be, joined with Him. No hame can be compared wi

His Name. No peran portray His nature, neither can any tongue depict His glory. He will, for

ever, remain immeasurably exalted above any one except Himself.

Consider the hour at which the supreme Manifestation of God revealeth Himself unto men. Er

that hour cometh, th Ancient Being, Who is still unknown of men and hath not as yet given
utterance to the Word of God, is Himself the-Khower in a world devoid of any man that hath

known Him. He is indeed the Creator without a creation. For at the very moment precexding H
Revelation, each and every created thing shall be made to yield up its soul to God. This is indee

t he Day of which it hath been written: “ Wh(dlse
found ready to answer!
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LXXIX: As to thy question concerning the worlds...

As to thy question concerning the worlds of God. Know thou of a truth that the worlds of God
are countless in their number, and infinite in their range. None can reckon or comprehend the
except God, the AlKnowing, the AllWise. Considethy state when asleep. Verily, | say, this
phenomenon is the most mysterious of the signs of God amongst men, were they to ponder it
their hearts. Behold how the thing which thou hast seen in thy dream is, after a considerab
lapse of time, fully reated. Had the world in which thou didst find thyself in thy dream been
identical with the world in which thou livest, it would have been necessary for the event
occurring in that dream to have transpired in this world at the very moment of its occurrence
Were it so, you yourself would have borne witness unto it. This being not the case, however,
must necessarily follow that the world in which thou livest is different and apart from that which
thou hast experienced in thy dream. This latter world hatherébeginning nor end. It would be
true if thou wert to contend that this same world is, as decreed by t&okibus and Almighty

God, within thy proper self and is wrapped up within thee. It would equally be true to maintain
that thy spirit, havingranscended the limitations of sleep and having stripped itself of all earthly
attachment, hath, by the act of God, been made to traverse a realm which lieth hidden in t
innermost reality of this world. Verily | say, the creation of God embraceth woekidds this
world, and creatures apart from these creatures. In each of these worlds He hath ordained thi
which none can search except Himself, the@dlarching, the AlWise. Do thou meditate on
that which We have revealed unto thee, that thou maysstver the purpose of God, thy Lord,
and the Lord of all worlds. In these words the mysteries of Divine Wisdom have been treasurec
We have refrained from dwelling upon this theme owing to the sorrow that hath encompassed
from the actions of them thatve been created through Our words, if ye be of them that will
hearken unto Our Voice.
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LXXX: Thou hast asked Me whether man, as apart...

Thou hast asked Me whether man, as apart from the Prophets of God and His chosen ones,
retain, after his physal death, the sebame individuality, personality, consciousness, and
understanding that characterize his life in this world. If this should be the case, how is it, tho
hast observed, that whereas such slight injuries to his mental faculties agyfamdirsevere
illness deprive him of his understanding and consciousness, his death, which must involve t
decomposition of his body and the dissolution of its elements, is powerless to destroy tha
understanding and extinguish that consciousness? Howacary one i magi ne
consciousness and personality will be maintained, when the very instruments necessary to the
existence and function will have completely disintegrated?

Know thou that the soul of man is exalted above, and is independentrdiradities of body or
mind. That a sick person showeth signs of weakness is due to the hindrances that interpoji
themselves between his soul and his body, for the soul itself remaineth unaffected by any bodi
ailments. Consider the light of the lamp.dligh an external object may interfere with its
radiance, the light itself continueth to shine with undiminished power. In like manner, every
malady afflicting the body of man is an impediment that preventeth the soul from manifesting its
inherent might anghbower. When it leaveth the body, however, it will evince such ascendancy,
and reveal such influence as no force on earth can equal. Every pure, every refined and sanctifi
soul will be endowed with tremendous power, and shall rejoice with exceedingsggadn

Consider the lamp which is hidden under a bushel. Though its light be shining, yet its radiance
concealed from men. Likewise, consider the sun which hath been obscured by the cloud
Observe how its splendor appeareth to have diminished, wheality the source of that light

hath remained unchanged. The soul of man should be likened unto this sun, and all things ¢
earth should be regarded as his body. So long as no external impediment interveneth betwe
them, the body will, in its entirety, otinue to reflect the light of the soul, and to be sustained by
its power. As soon as, however, a veil interposeth itself between them, the brightness of that lig
seemeth to lessen.

Consider again the sun when it is completely hidden behind the clDuoisgh the earth is still
illumined with its light, yet the measure of light which it receiveth is considerably reduced. Not
until the clouds have dispersed, can the sun shine again in the plenitude of its glory. Neither t
presence of the cloud nor itssence can, in any way, affect the inherent splendor of the sun. The
soul of man is the sun by which his body is illumined, and from which it draweth its sustenance
and should be so regarded.

Consider, moreover, how the fruit, ere it is formed, liettrepbally within the tree. Were the tree

to be cut into pieces, no sign nor any part of the fruit, however small, could be detected. When
appeareth, however, it manifesteth itself, as thou hast observed, in its wondrous beauty a
glorious perfection. Q&ain fruits, indeed, attain their fullest development only after being
severed from the tree.
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LXXXI: And now concerning thy question regarding...

And now concerning thy question regarding the soul of man and its survival after death. Kno
thou of a trut that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress until it
attaineth the presence of God, in a state and condition which neither the revolution of ages a
centuries, nor the changes and chances of this world, can alterl &ndilre as long as the
Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His dominion and power will endure. It will manifest the
signs of God and His attributes, and will reveal His loving kindness and bounty. The movemen
of My Pen is stilled when it attempteth to befigly describe the loftiness and glory of so
exalted a station. The honor with which the Hand of Mercy will invest the soul is such as no
tongue can adequately reveal, nor any other earthly agency describe. Blessed is the soul which
the hour of its gearation from the body, is sanctified from the vain imaginings of the peoples of
the world. Such a soul liveth and moveth in accordance with the Will of its Creator, and enteret
the althighest Paradise. The Maids of Heaven, inmates of the loftiest mansidl circle
around it, and the Prophets of God and His chosen ones will seek its companionship. With the
that soul will freely converse, and will recount unto them that which it hath been made to endure
in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. yman be told that which hath been ordained for
such a soul in the worlds of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below, his whole
being will instantly blaze out in his great longing to attain that most exalted, that sanctified anc
resplendenstation.... The nature of the soul after death can never be described, nor is it meet a
permissible to reveal its whole character to the eyes of men. The Prophets and Messengers
God have been sent down for the sole purpose of guiding mankind todigétsPath of Truth.

The purpose underlying Their revelation hath been to educate all men, that they may, at the ho
of death, ascend, in the utmost purity and sanctity and with absolute detachment, to the throne
the Most High. The light which thes®uls radiate is responsible for the progress of the world
and the advancement of its peoples. They are like unto leaven which leaveneth the world ¢
being, and constitute the animating force through which the arts and wonders of the world ar
made manifes Through them the clouds rain their bounty upon men, and the earth bringeth forth
its fruits. All things must needs have a cause, a motive power, an animating principle. Thes
souls and symbols of detachment have provided, and will continue to pravedsupreme
moving impulse in the world of being. The world beyond is as different from this world as this
world is different from that of the child while still in the womb of its mother. When the soul
attaineth the Presence of God, it will assume the fivath best befitteth its immortality and is
worthy of its celestial habitation. Such an existence is a contingent and not an absolute existenc
inasmuch as the former is preceded by a cause, whilst the latter is independent thereof. Absol
existence istsictly confined to God, exalted be His glory. Well is it with them that apprehend
this truth. Wert thou to ponder in thine heart the behavior of the Prophets of God thou woulds
assuredly and readily testify that there must needs be other worlds béssdesotd. The
majority of the truly wise and learned have, throughout the ages, as it hath been recorded by t
Pen of Glory in the Tablet of Wisdom, borne witness to the truth of that which the holy Writ of
God hath revealed. Even the materialists hasgéfted in their writings to the wisdom of these
divinely-appointed Messengers, and have regarded the references made by the Prophets
Paradise, to hell fire, to future reward and punishment, to have been actuated by a desire
educate and uplift theosls of men. Consider, therefore, how the generality of mankind,
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whatever their beliefs or theories, have recognized the excellence, and admitted the superiorit
of these Prophets of God. These Gems of Detachment are acclaimed by some as t
embodiments fowisdom, while others believe them to be the mouthpiece of God Himself. How

could such Souls have consented to surrender themselves unto their enemies if they believed
the worlds of God to have been reduced to this earthly life? Would they havehyiinffered

such afflictions and torments as no man hath ever experienced or witnessed?
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LXXXIl: Thou hast asked Me concerning the...

Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of the soul. Know, verily, that the soul is a sign o
God, a heavenly gem whegeality the most learned of men hath failed to grasp, and whose
mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope to unravel. It is the first among all created thing
to declare the excellence of its Creator, the first to recognize His glory, to cleasettathii and

to bow down in adoration before Him. If it be faithful to God, it will reflect His light, and will,
eventually, return unto Him. If it fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it will become a
victim to self and passion, and will, ind end, sink in their depths.

Whoso hath, in this Day, refused to allow the doubts and fancies of men to turn him away fro
Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and hath not suffered the tumult provoked by the ecclesiastica
and secular authorities to deter hirom recognizing His Message, such a man will be regarded
by God, the Lord of all men, as one of His mighty signs, and will be numbered among the
whose names have been inscribed by the Pen of the Most High in His Book. Blessed is he th
hath recognizedk true stature of such a soul, that hath acknowledged its station, and discovere
its virtues.

Much hath been written in the books of old concerning the various stages in the development ¢
the soul, such as concupiscence, irascibility, inspiration Modgrece, contentment, Divine good
pleasure, and the like; the Pen of the Most High, however, is disinclined to dwell upon them
Every soul that walketh humbly with its God, in this Day, and cleaveth unto Him, shall find itself
invested with the honor andogy of all goodly names and stations.

When man is asleep, his soul can, in no wise, be said to have been inherently affected by a
external object. It is not susceptible of any change in its original state or character. Any variatio
in its functions isto be ascribed to external causes. It is to these external influences that an
variations in its environment, its understanding, and perception should be attributed.

Consider the human eye. Though it hath the faculty of perceiving all created thinglse yet
slightest impediment may so obstruct its vision as to deprive it of the power of discerning an
object whatsoever. Magnified be the name of Him Who hath created, and is the Cause of, the
causes, Who hath ordained that every change and variatidre iwdrld of being be made
dependent upon them. Every created thing in the whole universe is but a door leading into H
knowledge, a sign of His sovereignty, a revelation of His names, a symbol of His majesty, &
token of His power, a means of admittande idis straight Path....

Verily | say, the human soul is, in its essence, one of the signs of God, a mystery among Hi
mysteries. It is one of the mighty signs of the Almighty, the harbinger that proclaimeth the realit
of all the worlds of God. Within ilieth concealed that which the world is now utterly incapable
of apprehending. Ponder in thine heart the revelation of the Soul of God that pervadeth all Hi
Laws, and contrast it with that base and appetitive nature that hath rebelled against Him, ths
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forbiddeth men to turn unto the Lord of Names, and impelleth them to walk after their lusts anc
wickedness. Such a soul hath, in truth, wandered far in the path of error...

Thou hast, moreover, asked Me concerning the state of the soul after its segevatidthe

body. Know thou, of a truth, that if the soul of man hath walked in the ways of God, it will,
assuredly, return and be gathered to the glory of the Beloved. By the righteousness of God!
shall attain a station such as no pen can depict, ou¢odgscribe. The soul that hath remained
faithful to the Cause of God, and stood unwaveringly firm in His Path shall, after his ascension
be possessed of such power that all the worlds which the Almighty hath created can benef
through him. Such a soufrqvideth, at the bidding of the Ideal King and Divine Educator, the
pure leaven that leaveneth the world of being, and furnisheth the power through which the art
and wonders of the world are made manifest. Consider how meal needeth leaven to be leave
with. Those souls that are the symbols of detachment are the leaven of the world. Meditate o
this, and be of the thankful.

In several of Our Tablets We have referred to this theme, and have set forth the various stages
the development of the soul. Vigri say, the human soul is exalted above all egress and regress.
It is still, and yet it soareth; it moveth, and yet it is still. It is, in itself, a testimony that beareth
witness to the existence of a world that is contingent, as well as to the oéalityorld that hath
neither beginning nor end. Behold how the dream thou hast dreamed is, after the lapse of ma
years, reenacted before thine eyes. Consider how strange is the mystery of the world tha
appeareth to thee in thy dream. Ponder in thimethgon the unsearchable wisdom of God, and
meditate on its manifold revelations....

Wi tness t
He Who i s
God!"”

he wondrous evidences of God’' s ha
t he Seal of the ProphetentahThdaehO s a

As to thy question whether the physical world is subject to any limitations, know thou that the
comprehension of this matter dependeth upon the observer himself. In one sense, it is limited;
another, it is exalted beyond all limtitans. The one true God hath everlastingly existed, and will
everlastingly continue to exist. His creation, likewise, hath had no beginning, and will have no
end. All that is created, however, is preceded by a cause. This fact, in itself, establislogith, bey
the shadow of a doubt, the unity of the Creator.

Thou hast, moreover, asked Me concerning the nature of the celestial spheres. To comprehe
their nature, it would be necessary to inquire into the meaning of the allusions that have bee
made in the Boks of old to the celestial spheres and the heavens, and to discover the charact
of their relationship to this physical world, and the influence which they exert upon it. Every
heart is filled with wonder at so bewildering a theme, and every mind idepedoby its
mystery. God, alone, can fathom its import. The learned men, that have fixed at several thousa
years the life of this earth, have failed, throughout the long period of their observation, to
consider either the number or the age of the opttemnets. Consider, moreover, the manifold
divergencies that have resulted from the theories propounded by these men. Know thou th
every fixed star hath its own planets, and every planet its own creatures, whose number no mq
can compute.
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O thou that hasfixed thine eyes upon My countenance! The Day Spring of Glory hath, in this
Day, manifested its radiance, and the Voice of the Most High is calling. We have formerly
uttered these words: “This 1is not the da
whosoever hath hearkened to the Call of God, as voiced by Him Who is the Day Spring of Glor
to arise and cry out: ‘“Here am |, here am
of the heavens! | testify that, through Thy Revelation, the thinmgden in the Books of God
have been revealed, and that whatsoever hath been recorded by Thy Messengers in the sadge
Scriptures hath been fulfilled.’”
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LXXXIIIl: Consider the rational faculty with which...

Consider the rational faculty with which Godtiha&endowed the essence of man. Examine thine
own self, and behold how thy motion and stiliness, thy will and purpose, thy sight and hearing
thy sense of smell and power of speech, and whatever else is related to, or transcendeth,
physical senses or isfual perceptions, all proceed from, and owe their existence to, this same
faculty. So closely are they related unto it, that if in less than the twinkling of an eye its
relationship to the human body be severed, each and every one of these sensessa&vill c
immediately to exercise its function, and will be deprived of the power to manifest the evidences
of its activity. It is indubitably clear and evident that each of these-aferdgioned instruments

has depended, and will ever continue to depend, tfoprioper functioning on this rational
faculty, which should be regarded as a sign of the revelation of Him Who is the sovereign Lorc
of all. Through its manifestation all these names and attributes have been revealed, and by tige
suspension of its actiohey are all destroyed and perish.

It would be wholly untrue to maintain that this faculty is the same as the power of vision,
inasmuch as the power of vision is derived from it and acteth in dependence upon it. It would
likewise, be idle to contend thtiis faculty can be identified with the sense of hearing, as the
sense of hearing receiveth from the rational faculty the requisite energy for performing its
functions.

This same relationship bindeth this faculty with whatsoever hath been the recipitesef
names and attributes within the human temple. These diverse hames and revealed attributes h
been generated through the agency of this sign of God. Immeasurably exalted is this sign, in i
essence and reality, above all such names and attritNegs.all else besides it will, when
compared with its glory, fade into utter nothingness and become a thing forgotten.

Wert thou to ponder in thine heart, from now until the end that hath no end, and with all the
concentrated intelligence and understagdwvhich the greatest minds have attained in the past or
will attain in the future, this divinely ordained and subtle Reality, this sign of the revelation of
the All-Abiding, All-Glorious God, thou wilt fail to comprehend its mystery or to appraise its
virtue. Having recognized thy powerlessness to attain to an adequate understanding of th
Reality which abideth within thee, thou wilt readily admit the futility of such efforts as may be
attempted by thee, or by any of the created things, to fathom thersngé$tthe Living God, the

Day Star of unfading glory, the Ancient of everlasting days. This confession of helplessnes:
which mature contemplation must eventually impel every mind to make is in itself the acme of
human understanding, and marketh the cuntini on of man’ s devel opme
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LXXXIV: Regard thou the one true God as One...

Regard thou the one true God as One Who is apart from, and immeasurably exalted above,
created things. The whole universe reflecteth His glory, while He is Himself indeperfdand
transcendeth His creatures. This is the true meaning of Divine unity. He Who is the Eternal Trut
is the one Power Who exerciseth undisputed sovereignty over the world of being, Whose imag
is reflected in the mirror of the entire creation. Alistence is dependent upon Him, and from
Him is derived the source of the sustenance of all things. This is what is meant by Divine unity
this is its fundamental principle.

Some, deluded by their idle fancies, have conceived all created things astessowapartners

of God, and imagined themselves to be the exponents of His unity. By Him Who is the one trug
God! Such men have been, and will continue to remain, the victims of blind imitation, and are tc
be numbered with them that have restricted anddd the conception of God.

He is a true believer in Divine unity who, far from confusing duality with oneness, refuseth to
allow any notion of multiplicity to becloud his conception of the singleness of God, who will
regard the Divine Being as One Whoy His very nature, transcendeth the limitations of
numbers.

The essence of belief in Divine unity consisteth in regarding Him Who is the Manifestation of
God and Him Who is the invisible, the inaccessible, the unknowable Essence as one and t
same. Byhis is meant that whatever pertaineth to the former, all His acts and doings, whateve
He ordaineth or forbiddeth, should be considered, in all their aspects, and under al
circumstances, and without any reservation, as identical with the Will of God IHifisis is

the loftiest station to which a true believer in the unity of God can ever hope to attain. Blessed i
the man that reacheth this station, and is of them that are steadfast in their belief.
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LXXXV: O My servants! It behoveth you to refresh...

O My servants! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls through the gracious favors
which, in this Divine, this sotdtirring Springtime, are being showered upon you. The Day Star
of His great glory hath shed its radiance upon you, and the cldudis dimitless grace have
overshadowed you. How high the reward of him that hath not deprived himself of so great &
bounty, nor failed to recognize the beauty of his Hdbved in this, His new attire.

Say: O people! The Lamp of God is burning; takeedhelest the fierce winds of your
disobedience extinguish its light. Now is the time to arise and magnify the Lord, your God.
Strive not after bodily comforts, and keep your heart pure and stainless. The Evil One is lying i
wait, ready to entrap you. Giggburselves against his wicked devices, and, led by the light of the
name of the one true God, deliver yourselves from the darkness that surroundeth you. Cent
your thoughts in the WeBeloved, rather than in your own selves.

Say: O ye that have strayadd lost your way! The Divine Messenger, Who speaketh naught but
the truth, hath announced unto you the coming of the-Belsived. Behold, He is now come.
Wherefore are ye downcast and dejected? Why remain despondent when the Pure and Hido
One hath appared unveiled amongst you? He Who is both the Beginning and the End, He Whc
is both Stillness and Motion, is now manifest before your eyes. Behold how, in this Day, the
Beginning is reflected in the End, how out of Stillness Motion hath been engendared. T
motion hath been generated by the potent energies which the words of the Almighty hav
released throughout the entire creation. Whoso hath been quickened by its vitalizing power, wi
find himself impelled to attain the court of the Beloved; and whosih deprived himself
therefrom, will sink into irretrievable despondency. He is truly wise whom the world and all that
is therein have not deterred from recogni zi
talk to cause him to swerve from thay of righteousness. He is indeed as one dead who, at the
wondrous dawn of this Revelation, hath failed to be quickened by itssoirlg breeze. He is
indeed a captive who hath not recognized the Supreme Redeemer, but hath suffered his soul
be bouml, distressed and helpless, in the fetters of his desires.

O My servants! Whoso hath tasted of this Fountain hath attained unto everlasting Life, anc
whoso hath refused to drink therefrom is even as the dead. Say: O ye workers of iniquity
Covetousness kahindered you from giving a hearing ear unto the sweet voice of Him Who is

the All-Sufficing. Wash it away from your hearts, that His Divine secret may be made known
unto you. Behold Him manifest and resplendent as the sun in all its glory.

Say: O ye tht are bereft of understanding! A severe trial pursueth you, and will suddenly
overtake you. Bestir yourselves, that haply it may pass and inflict no harm upon you.
Acknowledge the exalted character of the name of the Lord, your God, Who hath come unto yo
in the greatness of His glory. He, verily, is the-Khowing, the AllPossessing, the Supreme
Protector.
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LXXXVI: And now concerning thy question...

And now concerning thy question whether human souls continue to be conscious one of anoth
after theirseparation from the body. Know thou that the souls of the people of Bah&, who have
entered and been established within the Crimson Ark, shall associate and commune intimate
one with another, and shall be so closely associated in their lives, theitiagpjrdneir aims and
strivings as to be even as one soul. They are indeed the ones who argowatd, who are
keensighted, and who are endued with understanding. Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who
the All-Knowing, the AllWise.

The people of Baa, who are the inmates of the Ark of God, are, one and all, well aware of one
another’s state and condition, and are uni
state, however, must depend upon their faith and their conduct. They that a¥esaimiéa grade
and station are fully aware of one anot he
They that are of a lower grade, however, are incapable of comprehending adequately the static
or of estimating the merits, of those that rank altbreen. Each shall receive his share from thy
Lord. Blessed is the man that hath turned his face towards God, and walked steadfastly in H
love, until his soul hath winged its flight unto God, the Sovereign Lord of all, the Most Powerful,
the EverForgiving, the AlFMerciful.

The souls of the infidels, however, skhatind to this | bear withesswhen breathing their last

be made aware of the good things that have escaped them, and shall bemoan their plight, a
shall humble themselves before God. They statfitinue doing so after the separation of their
souls from their bodies.

It is clear and evident that all men shall, after their physical death, estimate the worth of thei
deeds, and realize all that their hands have wrought. | swear by the Day Sshirtbtit above

the horizon of Divine power! They that are the followers of the one true God shall, the momen
they depart out of this life, experience such joy and gladness as would be impossible to describj
while they that live in error shall be seizedhwsuch fear and trembling, and shall be filled with
such consternation, as nothing can exceed. Well is it with him that hath quaffed the choice a
incorruptible wine of faith through the gracious favor and the manifold bounties of Him Who is
the Lord ofall Faiths....

This is the Day when the loved ones of God should keep their eyes directed towards Hi
Manifestation, and fasten them upon whatsoever that Manifestation may be pleased to reves
Certain traditions of bygone ages rest on no foundationsewdsa while the notions entertained

by past generations, and which they have recorded in their books, have, for the most part, be
influenced by the desires of a corrupt inclination. Thou dost witness how most of the
commentaries and interpretations loé words of God, now current amongst men, are devoid of
truth. Their falsity hath, in some cases, been exposed when the intervening veils were re
asunder. They themselves have acknowledged their failure in apprehending the meaning of a
of the words ofsod.
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Our purpose is to show that should the loved ones of God sanctify their hearts and their ears fro
the vain sayings that were uttered aforetime, and turn with their inmost souls to Him Who is the
Day Spring of His Revelation, and to whatsoever thikigs hath manifested, such behavior
would be regarded as highly meritorious in the sight of God....

Magnify His Name, and be thou of the thankful. Convey My greetings to My loved ones, whom
God hath singled out for His love, and caused them to achieveotiects. All glory be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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LXXXVII1I: And now regarding thy

And now regarding thy question, “How i s
Prophets that have preceded Adam, the Father of Mankirud,tbe kings that lived in the days

of those Prophets?” Know thou that the abs
did not actually exist. That no records concerning them are now available, should be attributed t
their extreme remotenesas well as to the vast changes which the earth hath undergone since
their time.

Moreover such forms and modes of writing as are now current amongst men were unknown t
the generations that were before Adam. There was even a time when men were whiahyt igno
of the art of writing, and had adopted a system entirely different from the one which they no
use. For a proper exposition of this an elaborate explanation would be required.

Consider the differences that have arisen since the days of Adam. Treatidevidelyknown
languages now spoken by the peoples of the earth were originally unknown, as were the varie
rules and customs now prevailing amongst them. The people of those times spoke a languajge
different from those now known. Diversities of langaaarose in a later age, in a land known as
Babel . It was given the name Babel, becaus
of tongues arose.’”

Subsequently Syriac became prominent among the existing languages. The Sacred Scriptures
former times were revealed in that tongue. Later, Abraham, the Friend of God, appeared an
shed upon the world the light of Divine Revelation. The language He spoke while He crossed th
Jordan became known as Hebrew (1| baramsis)i,ngwh
Books of God and the Sacred Scriptures were then revealed in that tongue, and not until afte
considerable lapse of time did Arabic become the language of Revelation....

Witness, therefore, how numerous andriaching have been the clgas in language, speech,
and writing since the days of Adam. How much greater must have been the changes before Hi

Our purpose in revealing these words is to show that the one true God hath, irhitibest

and transcendent station, ever been, arltleverlastingly continue to be, exalted above the
praise and conception of all else but Him. His creation hath ever existed, and the Manifestatio
of His Divine glory and the Day Springs of eternal holiness have been sent down from time
immemorial, and &en commissioned to summon mankind to the one true God. That the names
of some of them are forgotten and the records of their lives lost is to be attributed to the
disturbances and changes that have overtaken the world.

Mention hath been made in certaiooks of a deluge which caused all that existed on earth,

historical records as well as other things, to be destroyed. Moreover, many cataclysms ha
occurred which have effaced the traces of many events. Furthermore, among existing historic
records diffeences are to be found, and each of the various peoples of the world hath its ow
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account of the age of the earth and of its history. Some trace their history as far back as eig
thousand years, others as far as twelve thousand years. To any one treddch#ib book of Juk
it is clear and evident how much the accounts given by the various books have differed.

Please God thou wilt turn thine eyes towards the Most Great Revelation, and entirely disrega
these conflicting tales and traditions.
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LXXXVII I: Know verily that the essence of justice...

Know verily that the essence of justice and the source thereof are both embodied in th
ordinances prescribed by Him Who is the Manifestation of the Self of God amongst men, if ye be
of them that recognize thtsuth. He doth verily incarnate the highest, the infallible standard of
justice unto all creation. Were His law to be such as to strike terror into the hearts of all that ar
in heaven and on earth, that law is naught but manifest justice. The feagitatidrawhich the
revel ation of this | aw provokes i n men’s
suckling babe weaned from his mother’ s mi
di scover the moti vat i ngeypouldgssuedy casfawdy theirfears, R ¢
and, with hearts filled with gratitude, rejoice with exceeding gladness.
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LXXXIX: Know assuredly that just as thou firmly...

Know assuredly that just as thou firmly believest that the Word of God, exalted logoHjis
endureth for ever, thou must, likewise, believe with undoubting faith that its meaning can neve
be exhausted. They who are its appointed interpreters, they whose hearts are the repositories
its secrets, are, however, the only ones who can cémpdets manifold wisdom. Whoso, while
reading the Sacred Scriptures, is tempted to choose therefrom whatever may suit him with whig
to challenge the authority of the Representative of God among men, is, indeed, as one deg
though to outward seeming heaynwalk and converse with his neighbors, and share with them
their food and their drink.

Oh, would that the world could believe Me! Were all the things that lie enshrined within the
heart of Bah&, and which the Lord, His God, the Lord of all names, &atjntt Him, to be
unveiled to mankind, every man on earth would be dumbfounded.

How great the multitude of truths which the garment of words can never contain! How vast th
number of such verities as no expression can adequately describe, whose significanever

be unfolded, and to which not even the remotest allusions can be made! How manifold are t
truths which must remain unuttered until the appointed time is come! Even as it hath been sai
“Not everything that a ntamevekythiogwatha carc disoosébe
regarded as timely, nor can every timely utterance be considered as suited to the capacity
those who hear it."”

Of these truths some can be disclosed only to the extent of the capacity of the repositories of t
light of Our knowledge, and the recipients of Our hidden grace. We beseech God to strengthe
thee with His power, and enable thee to recognize Him Who is the Source of all knowledge, the
thou mayest detach thysel f f ritpomfitany rhan tostiva n
after learning when he hath already found and recognized Him Who is the Object of all
knowl edge?” Cleave to the Root of Knowl ed gl
thou mayest find thyself independent of all whormlao be well versed in human learning, and
whose claim no clear proof, nor the testimony of any enlightening book, can support.
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XC: Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on...

Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is a diresceviof the revelation
within it of the attributes and names of God, inasmuch as within every atom are enshrined th
signs that bear eloquent testimony to the revelation of that Most Great Light. Methinks, but fo
the potency of that revelation, no beinguld ever exist. How resplendent the luminaries of
knowledge that shine in an atom, and how vast the oceans of wisdom that surge within a droj
To a supreme degree is this true of man, who, among all created things, hath been invested w,
the robe of suclgifts, and hath been singled out for the glory of such distinction. For in him are
potentially revealed all the attributes and names of God to a degree that no other created bei
hath excelled or surpassed. All these names and attributes are apptidabieEven as He hath
sai d: “Man is My mystery, and | am his m
repeatedly revealed in all the Heavenly Books and the Holy Scriptures, expressive of this mos
subtle and lofty theme. Even as He hath revedledie wi | | surely show
world and within themselves.” Again He sai
behold the signs of God?” And yet again He
God, and whom He haththér@r e caused to forget their o
Who is the eternal King-may the souls of all that dwell within the mystic Tabernacle be a
sacrificeuntoHim—h at h spoken: “He hath known God wh

...From that which hathden said it becometh evident that all things, in their inmost reality,
testify to the revelation of the names and attributes of God within them. Each according to its
capacity, indicateth, and is expressive of, the knowledge of God. So potent and ursvhisal
revelation, that it hath encompassed all things visible and invisible. Thus hath He revealed
“Hath aught el se save Thee a power of reve
have manifested Thee? Blind is the eye which dothnoepere e Thee. ” Li kewi ¢
King spoken: “No thing have | perceived, e
God after it.” Also in the tradition of Ku
of the morn ofeteint y, and | o, its waves have penetr i
noblest and most perfect of all created things, excelleth them all in the intensity of this
revelation, and is a fuller expression of its glory. And of all men, the most atisbet the

most distinguished, and the most excellent are the Manifestations of the Sun of Truth. Nay, a
else besides these Manifestations, live by the operation of Their Will, and move and have the
being through the outpourings of Their grace.
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XCI: Amongst the proofs demonstrating the truth...

Amongst the proofs demonstrating the truth of this Revelation is this, that in every age anc
Dispensation, whenever the invisible Essence was revealed in the person of His Manifestatio
certain souls, obscerand detached from all worldly entanglements, would seek illumination
from the Sun of Prophethood and Moon of Divine guidance, and would attain unto the Divine
Presence. For this reason, the divines of the age and those possessed of wealth, would scorn
scoff at these peopl e. Even as He hath reve
of His people who believed not, ‘“We see in
who have followed Thee except our meanest ones of hasty jutgmersee we any excellence

in you above ourselves: nay, we deem you |
protested saying: “None hath foll owed vyou
of no attent i on owthalrno®neramoagstithe lgarred, thewealthy, and the
renowned believed in them. By this and similar proofs they sought to demonstrate the falsity o
Him that speaketh naught but the truth.

In this most resplendent Dispensation, however, this mosttynfgbvereignty, a number of
illumined divines, of men of consummate learning, of doctors of mature wisdom, have attainec
unto His Court, drunk the cup of His divine Presence, and been invested with the honor of Hi
most excellent favor. They have renounded the sake of the Beloved, the world and all that is
therein....

All these were guided by the light of the Sun of Divine Revelation, confessed and acknowledget
His truth. Such was their faith, that most of them renounced their substance and kindred, a
cleaved to the good pleasure of the-@lbrious. They laid down their lives for their Well
Beloved, and surrendered their all in His path. Their breasts were made targets for the darts
the enemy, and their heads adorned the spears of the infidddntldemained which did not
drink the blood of these embodiments of detachment, and no sword that did not bruise the
necks. Their deeds, alone, testify to the truth of their words. Doth not the testimony of these hol
souls, who have so gloriously risemoffer up their lives for their Beloved that the whole world
marveled at the manner of their sacrifice, suffice the people of this day? Is it not sufficient
witness against the faithlessness of those who for a trifle betrayed their faith, who bavegred a
immortality for that which perisheth, who gave up the Kew of the Divine Presence for salty
springs, and whose one aim in life is to usurp the property of others? Even as thou dost witne
how all of them have busied themselves with the vaniti¢seoivorld, and have strayed far from
Him Who is the Lord, the Most High.

Be fair: Is the testimony of those acceptable and worthy of attention whose deeds agree wit
their words, whose outward behavior conforms with their inner life? The mind is bewilaere
their deeds, and the soul marveleth at their fortitude and bodily endurance. Or is the testimony ¢
these faithless souls who breathe naught but the breath of selfish desire, and who lie imprison
in the cage of their idle fancies, acceptable? Lites ltats of darkness, they lift not their heads
from their couch except to pursue the transient things of the world, and find no rest by nigh
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except as they labor to advance the aims of their sordid life. Immersed in their selfish scheme
they are oblivias of the Divine decree. In the daytime they strive with all their soul after worldly
benefits, and in the night season their sole occupation is to gratify their carnal desires. By whé
law or standard could men be justified in cleaving to the denialgobif gettyminded souls and

in ignoring the faith of them that have renounced, for the sake of the good pleasure of God, the
life and substance, their fame and renown, their reputation and honor?...

With what love, what devotion, what exultation and halgture, they sacrificed their lives in the
path of the AlGlorious! To the truth of this all witness. And yet, how can they belittle this
Revelation? Hath any age witnessed such momentous happenings? If these companions be
the true strivers after @ who else could be called by this name? Have these companions bee
seekers after power or glory? Have they ever yearned for riches? Have they cherished any des
except the good pleasure of God? If these companions, with all their marvelous testandnies
wondrous works, be false, who then is worthy to claim for himself the truth? | swear by God!
Their very deeds are a sufficient testimony, and an irrefutable proof unto all the peoples of th
earth, were men to ponder in their hearts the mysterieswof Dhe Revel ati on. *
unjustly shall soon know what | ot awaiteth

Consider these martyrs of unquestionable sincerity, to whose truthfulness testifieth the explic
text of the Book, and all of whom, as thou hast witnessed, havdicatriheir life, their

substance, their wives, their children, their all, and ascended unto the loftiest chambers c
Paradise. Is it fair to reject the testimony of these detached and exalted beings to the truth of t
preeminent and Glorious Revelatioand to regard as acceptable the denunciations which have

been uttered against this resplendent Light by this faithless people, who for gold have forsake
their faith, and who for the sake of leadership have repudiated Him Who is the First Leader of a
mankind? This, although their character is now revealed unto all people who have recognize
them as those who will in no wise relinquish one jot or one tittle of their temporal authority for
the sake of God’s holy Fai tarte, antdtbedikemuc h | e s s
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XCII: The Book of God is wide open, and His...

The Book of God is wide open, and His Word is summoning mankind unto Him. No more than g
mere handful, however, hath been found willing to cleave to His Cause, or to become th¢
instruments for its promotion. These few have been endued with the Divine Elixir that can,
alone, transmute into purest gold the dross of the world, and have been empowered to adminis
the infallible remedy for all the ills that afflict the children of men. Nanmcan obtain
everlasting life, unless he embraceth the truth of this inestimable, this wondrous, and sublim
Revelation.

Incline your ears, O friends of God, to the voice of Him Whom the world hath wronged, and
hold fast unto whatsoever will exalt His @&. He, verily, guideth whomsoever He pleaseth unto
His straight Path. This is a Revelation that infuseth strength into the feeble, and crowneth wit
wealth the destitute.

With the utmost friendliness and in a spirit of perfect fellowship take ye cotogether, and
dedicate the precious days of your lives to the betterment of the world and the promotion of th
Cause of Him Who is the Ancient and Sovereign Lord of all. He, verily, enjoineth upon all men
what is right, and forbiddeth whatsoever degradletir station.
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XCIIl: Know thou that every created thing is a...

Know thou that every created thing is a sign of the revelation of God. Each, according to its
capacity, is, and will ever remain, a token of the Almighty. Inasmuch as He, the sovenggn Lo
of all, hath willed to reveal His sovereignty in the kingdom of names and attributes, each anc
every created thing hath, through the act of the Divine Will, been made a sign of His glory. Sc
pervasive and general is this revelation that nothing whatsarwvthe whole universe can be
discovered that doth not reflect His splendor. Under such conditions every consideration o
proximity and remoteness is obliterated.... Were the Hand of Divine power to divest of this hig
endowment all created things, thdiee universe would become desolate and void.

Behold, how immeasurably exalted is the Lord your God above all created things! Witness th¢
majesty of His sovereignty, His ascendancy, and supreme power. If the things which have bee
created by Him—magnified be His glory—and ordained to be the manifestations of His names
and attributes, stand, by virtue of the grace with which they have been endowed, exalted beyo
all proximity and remoteness, how much loftier must be that Divine Essence that hath callec
them into being?...

Medi tate on what the poet hEeloved be closér toene than”
mi ne own self; wonder at this, that I, des
Considering what G o darelclagerhto mae than ahis Bek,i nt, i a tt h'e
hath, in allusion to this verse, stated that, though the revelation of myBBlested hath so
permeated my being that He is closer to me than myvéifie, yet, notwithstanding my certitude

of its reality al my recognition of my station, | am still so far removed from Him. By this he
meaneth that his heart, which is the seat of theVi@ltciful and the throne wherein abideth the
splendor of His revelation, is forgetful of its Creator, hath strayed from &ii§ path shut out
itself from His glory, and is stained with the defilement of earthly desires.

It should be remembered in this connection that the one true God is in Himself exalted beyon
and above proximity and remoteness. His reality transcendethlisutations. His relationship

to His creatures knoweth no degrees. That some are near and others are far is to be ascribec
the manifestations themselves.

That the heart is the throne, in which the Revelation of God thdl@idtiful is centered, is
attested by the holy utterances which We have formerly revealed.

Among them is this saying: ®“Earth and heav
the heart of him that believeth in Me, and
heart which is the recipient of the light of God and the seat of the revelation of tiMefdiful,

erred from Him Who is the Source of that light and the Well Spring of that revelation. It is the
waywardness of the heart that removeth it far from God, anderoneth it to remoteness from
Him. Those hearts, however, that are aware of His Presence, are close to Him, and are to
regarded as having drawn nigh unto His throne.
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Consider, moreover, how frequently doth man become forgetful of his own self, Gbilst
remaineth, through His afincompassing knowledge, aware of His creature, and continueth to
shed upon him the manifest radiance of His glory. It is evident, therefore, that, in such
circumstances, He is closer to him than his own self. He will, indsedemain for ever, for,
whereas the one true God knoweth all things, perceiveth all things, and comprehendeth a
things, mortal man is prone to err, and is ignorant of the mysteries that lie enfolded within him....

Let no one imagine that by Our asgmrtthat all created things are the signs of the revelation of
God is meant thatGod forbid—all men, be they good or evil, pious or infidel, are equal in the
sight of God. Nor doth it imply that the Divine Betgnagnified be His name and exalted be
His glory—is, under any circumstances, comparable unto men, or can, in any way, be associate
with His creatures. Such an error hath been committed by certain foolish ones who, after havin
ascended into the heavens of their idle fancies, have interpreted Dinityeto mean that all
created things are the signs of God, and that, consequently, there is no distinction whatsoe
between them. Some have even outstripped them by maintaining that these signs are peers &
partners of God Himself. Gracious God! Herile is one and indivisible; one in His essence,
one in His attributes. Everything besides Him is as nothing when brought face to face with the
resplendent revelation of but one of His names, with no more than the faintest intimation of His
glory—how muchless when confronted with His own Self!

By the righteousness of My name, the-Klerciful! The Pen of the Most High trembleth with a
great trembling and is sore shaken at the revelation of these words. How puny and insignifica
is the evanescent drop @m compared with the waves and

everlasting Ocean, and how utterly contemptible must every contingent and perishable thin
appear when brought face to face with the uncreated, the unspeakable glory of the Eternal!
implore mrdon of God, the AlPowerful, for them that entertain such beliefs, and give utterance
to such words. Say: O people! How can a fleeting fancy compare with th8uslisting, and

how can the Creator be likened unto His creatures, who are but as phefsklis Pen? Nay, His
script excelleth all things, and is sanctified from, and immeasurably exalted above, all creatures.

Furthermore, consider the signs of the revelation of God in their relation one to another. Can t
sun, which is but one of thesigss, be regarded as equal in rank to darkness? The one true God
beareth Me witness! No man can believe it, unless he be of those whose hearts are straitened,
whose eyes have become deluded. Say: Consider your own selves. Your nails and eyes are b
parts of your bodies. Do ye regard them of equal rank and value? If ye say, yea,; say, then:
have indeed charged with imposture, the Lord, my God, th&sllious, inasmuch as ye pare

the one, and cherish the other as dearly as your own life.

Totransge s s t he | imits of one’s own rank and s
every rank and station must needs be preserved. By this is meant that every created thing sho
be viewed in the light of the station it hath been ordained to gccup

It should be borne in mind, however, that when the light of My Name, thBekilading, hath
shed its radiance upon the universe, each and every created thing hath, according to a fix
decree, been endowed with the capacity to exercise a partictileance, and been made to
possess a distinct virtue. Consider the effect of poison. Deadly though it is, it possesseth t
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power of exerting, under certain conditions, a beneficial influence. The potency infused into al
created things is the direct conseqce of the revelation of this most blessed Name. Glorified be

He, Who is the Creator of all names and attributes! Cast into the fire the tree that hath rot a
dried up, and abide under the shadow of the green and goodly Tree, and partake of the fr
thereof.

The people living in the days of the Manifestations of God have, for the most part, uttered suc
unseemly sayings. These have been set down circumstantially in the revealed Books and Ho
Scriptures.

He is really a believer in the Unity of God whecognizeth in each and every created thing the
sign of the revelation of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and not he who maintaineth that the
creature is indistinguishable from the Creator.

Consider, for instance, the revelation of the light of the Nant&oaof, the Educator. Behold, how

in all things the evidences of such a revelation are manifest, how the betterment of all being
dependeth upon it. This education is of two kinds. The one is universal. Its influence pervadet
all things and sustaineththemt i s for this reason that Go
worl ds.” The other is confined to them t hi
sought the shelter of this most mighty Revelation. They, however, that have failed to seek thi
shelter, have deprived themselves of this privilege, and are powerless to benefit from the spiritua
sustenance that hath been sent down through the heavenly grace of this Most Great Name. H
great the gulf fixed between the one and the other! If the i Wfted, and the full glory of the
station of those that have turned wholly towards God, and have, in their love for Him, renounce
the world, were made manifest, the entire creation would be dumbfounded. The true believer i
the Unity of God will, astihath already been explained, recognize, in the believer and the
unbeliever, the evidences of the revelation of both of these Names. Were this revelation to b
withdrawn, all would perish.

Consider, in like manner, the revelation of the light of the Nam&od, the Incomparable.
Behold, how this light hath enveloped the entire creation, how each and every thing manifestet
the sign of His Unity, testifieth to the reality of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, proclaimeth His
sovereignty, His oneness, and Hiswgr. This revelation is a token of His mercy that hath
encompassed all created things. They that have joined partners with Him, however, are unawaj
of such a revelation, and are deprived of the Faith through which they can draw near unto, and K
united wth, Him. Witness how the divers peoples and kindreds of the earth bear witness to His
unity, and recognize His oneness. But for the sign of the Unity of God within them, they would
have never acknowledged the trutuht dfodt He Aw
consider how grievously they have erred, and strayed from His path. Inasmuch as they ha
failed to recognize the Sovereign Revealer, they have ceased to be reckoned among those
may be regarded as true believers in the Unity of God.

This sign of the revelation of the Divine Being in them that have joined partners with Him may,
in a sense, be regarded as a reflection of the glory with which the faithful are illumined. None
however, can comprehend this truth save men endued with tariéng. They that have truly

recognized the Unity of God should be regarded as the primary manifestations of this Name. It i
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they who have quaffed the wine of Divine Unity from the cup which the hand of God hath
proffered unto them, and who have turnkditt faces towards Him. How vast the distance that
separateth these sanctified beings from those men that are so far away from God!...

God grant that, with a penetrating vision, thou mayest perceive, in all things, the sign of the
revelation of Him Who ishe Ancient King, and recognize how exalted and sanctified from the
whole creation is that most holy and sacred Being. This, in truth, is the very root and essence
belief in the unity and singleness oifm.GodHe
now, is what He hath ever been. There is none other God but Him, the One, the Incomparabl
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
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XCIV: And now concerning thy reference to the...

And now concerning thy reference to the existence of Geds. Beware, beware, lest thou be

led to join partners with the Lord, thy God. He is, and hath from everlasting been, one and along

without peer or equal, eternal in the past, eternal in the future, detached from all things, eve
abiding, unchangeablend selsubsisting. He hath assigned no associate unto Himself in His
Kingdom, no counsellor to counsel Him, none to compare unto Him, none to rival His glory. To
this every atom of the universe beareth witness, and beyond it the inmates of the rdalyhs on
they that occupy the most exalted seats, and whose names are remembered before the Thron
Glory.

Bear thou witness in thine inmost heart unto this testimony which God hath Himself and fo
Himself pronounced, that there is none other God but Hiat,all else besides Him have been
created by His behest, have been fashioned by His leave, are subject to His law, are as a th
forgotten when compared to the glorious evidences of His oneness, and are as nothing whe
brought face to face with the nhity revelations of His unity.

He, in truth, hath, throughout eternity, been one in His Essence, one in His attributes, one in H
works. Any and every comparison is applicable only to His creatures, and all conceptions o
association are conceptions tih@long solely to those that serve Him. Immeasurably exalted is
His Essence above the descriptions of His creatures. He, alone, occupieth the Seat

transcendent maj esty, of supreme and i naccfE

high they soarcan never hope to attain the heights of His unknowable Essence. It is He Who
hath called into being the whole of creation, Who hath caused every created thing to spring fort
at His behest. Shall, then, the thing that was born by virtue of the word WigcRen hath
revealed, and which the finger of His Will hath directed, be regarded as partner with Him, or a
embodiment of His Self? Far be it from His glory that human pen or tongue should hint at His
mystery, or that human heart conceive His Essend¢elgd besides Him stand poor and desolate
at His door, all are powerless before the greatness of His might, all are but slaves in Hi
Kingdom. He is rich enough to dispense with all creatures.

The tie of servitude established between the worshiper anadibred One, between the creature
and the Creator, should in itself be regarded as a token of His gracious favor unto men, and n
as an indication of any merit they may possess. To this testifieth every true and discernin
believer.

www.oceanoflights.org

rm



XCV: Know thou that, according to what thy...

Know thou that, according to what thy Lord, the Lord of all men, hath decreed in His Book, the
favors vouchsafed by Him unto mankind have been, and will ever remain, limitless in their
range. First and foremost among these fawatsch the Almighty hath conferred upon man, is
the gift of understanding. His purpose in conferring such a gift is none other except to enable Hi
creature to know and recognize the one true-Gexhlted be His glory. This gift giveth man the
power to disern the truth in all things, leadeth him to that which is right, and helpeth him to
discover the secrets of creation. Next in rank, is the power of vision, the chief instrument
whereby his understanding can function. The senses of hearing, of the héatie dike, are
similarly to be reckoned among the gifts with which the human body is endowed. Immeasurabl
exalted is the Almighty Who hath created these powers, and revealed them in the body of man.

Every one of these gifts is an undoubted evidendheomajesty, the power, the ascendancy, the
all-embracing knowledge of the one true Geekalted be His glory. Consider the sense of
touch. Witness how its power hath spread itself over the entire human body. Whereas th
faculties of sight and of hearingeaeach localized in a particular center, the sense of touch
embraceth the whole human frame. Glorified be His power, magnified be His sovereignty!

These gifts are inherent in man himself. That which is preeminent above all other gifts, is
incorruptible innature, and pertaineth to God Himself, is the gift of Divine Revelation. Every
bounty conferred by the Creator upon man, be it material or spiritual, is subservient unto this. |
is, in its essence, and will ever so remain, the Bread which cometh dowrHgaven. It is
God’s supreme testimony, the clearest evi deée
the token of His alencompassing mercy, the proof of His most loving providence, the symbol of
His most perfect grace. He hath, indeed, partaiehis highest gift of God who hath recognized
His Manifestation in this Day.

Render thanks unto thy Lord for having vouchsafed unto thee so great a bounty. Lift up thy voic
and say: All praise be to Thee, O Thou, the Desire of every understanditig hea
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XCVI: The Pen of the Most High is unceasingly...

The Pen of the Most High is unceasingly calling; and yet, how few are those that have inclinec
their ear to its voice! The dwellers of the kingdom of names have busied themselves with the ga
livery of the world, forgetful that every man that hath eyes to perceive and ears to hear cannc
but readily recognize how evanescent are its colors.

A new life is, in this age, stirring within all the peoples of the earth; and yet none hath discoverec
its causeor perceived its motive. Consider the peoples of the West. Witness how, in their pursuit
of that which is vain and trivial, they have sacrificed, and are still sacrificing, countless lives for
the sake of its establishment and promotion. The peoples i&Pen the other hand, though the
repository of a perspicuous and luminous Revelation, the glory of whose loftiness and renow
hath encompassed the whole earth, are dispirited and sunk in deep lethargy.

O friends! Be not careless of the virtues with wlhye have been endowed, neither be neglectful
of your high destiny. Suffer not your labors to be wasted through the vain imaginations whic
certain hearts have devised. Ye are the stars of the heaven of understanding, the breeze
stirreth at the brea&f day, the sofflowing waters upon which must depend the very life of all
men, the letters inscribed upon His sacred scroll. With the utmost unity, and in a spirit of perfec
fellowship, exert yourselves, that ye may be enabled to achieve that whiemieds¢his Day of

God. Verily | say, strife and dissension, and whatsoever the mind of man abhorreth are entirel
unworthy of his station. Center your energies in the propagation of the Faith of God. Whoso i
worthy of so high a calling, let him arise apdomote it. Whoso is unable, it is his duty to
appoint him who will, in his stead, proclaim this Revelation, whose power hath caused the
foundations of the mightiest structures to quake, every mountain to be crushed into dust, a
every soul to be dumbfoded. Should the greatness of this Day be revealed in its fullness, every
man would forsake a myriad lives in his longing to partake, though it be for one moment, of its
great glory—how much more this world and its corruptible treasures!

Be ye guided by vedom in all your doings, and cleave ye tenaciously unto it. Please God ye ma
all be strengthened to carry out that which is the Will of God, and may be graciously assisted t
appreciate the rank conferred upon such of His loved ones as have ariseretéliserand
magnify His name. Upon them be the glory of God, the glory of all that is in the heavens and al
that is on the earth, and the glory of the inmates of the most exalted Paradise, the heaven
heavens.
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XCVII: Consider the doubts which they who have...

Consider the doubts which they who have joined partners with God have instilled into the hear
of the people of this land. “Ils it ever pos
Say, Yes, by my Lord, it is possible. Its secretyhver, lieth hidden in Our Knowledge. We will
reveal it unto whom We will. Whoso doubteth Our power, let him ask the Lord his God, that He
may disclose unto him the secret, and assure him of its truth. That copper can be turned into gc
is in itself suffcient proof that gold can, in like manner, be transmuted into copper, if they be of
them that can apprehend this truth. Every mineral can be made to acquire the density, form, a
substance of each and every other mineral. The knowledge thereof is withtlhés Hidden
Book.
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XCVIII: Say: O leaders of religion! Weigh not the...

Say: O leaders of religion! Weigh not the Book of God with such standards and sciences as a
current amongst you, for the Book itself is the unerring balance established amengst this

most perfect balance whatsoever the peoples and kindreds of the earth possess must be weig
while the measure of its weight should be tested according to its own standard, did ye but kno
it.

The eye of My lovingkindness weepeth sore owsu, inasmuch as ye have failed to recognize
the One upon Whom ye have been calling in the daytime and in the night season, at even and
morn. Advance, O people, with snavhite faces and radiant hearts, unto the blest and crimson
Spot, wherein the SadrarMu nt aha i s calling: “Verily, thj
Omnipotent Protector,the S&fu bsi st i ng! ”

O ye leaders of religion! Who is the man amongst you that can rival Me in vision or insight?
Where is he to be found that dareth to clénbe My equal in utterance or wisdom? No, by My
Lord, the AlkMerciful! All on the earth shall pass away; and this is the face of your Lord, the
Almighty, the WeltBeloved.

We have decreed, O people, that the highest and last end of all learning beotjm@tion of

Him Who is the Object of all knowledge; and yet, behold how ye have allowed your learning to
shut you out, as by a veil, from Him Who is the Day Spring of this Light, through Whom every
hidden thing hath been revealed. Could ye but discivesource whence the splendor of this
utterance is diffused, ye would cast away the peoples of the world and all that they possess, a
would draw nigh unto this most blessed Seat of glory.

Say: This, verily, is the heaven in which the Mother Book isstrezd, could ye but comprehend

it. He it is Who hath caused the Rock to shout, and the Burning Bush to lift up its voice, upon th¢
Mount rising above the Holy Land, and

all, the All-Powerful, the Lovig ! ”

We have not entered any school, nor read any of your dissertations. Incline your ears to t

words of this unlettered One, wherewith He summoneth you unto God, thé\kdang. Better
is this for you than all the treasures of the earth, could yedmaprehend it.
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XCl X: The vital.l y of menbdés bel

The vitality of men’s belief in God is dyi
medicine can ever restore it. The corrosion of ungodliness is eating into the vitalsah h
society; what else but the Elixir of His potent Revelation can cleanse and revive it? Is it within
human power, O Hakim, to effect in the constituent elements of any of the minute and indivisible
particles of matter so complete a transformation asattsmute it into purest gold? Perplexing
and difficult as this may appear, the still greater task of converting satanic strength into heavenl
power is one that We have been empowered to accomplish. The Force capable of such
transformation transcendethe potency of the Elixir itself. The Word of God, alone, can claim
the distinction of being endowed with the capacity required for so great anelafdning a
change.
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C: The voice of the Divine Herald, proceeding...

The voice of the Divine Herald, proeding out of the throne of God, declareth: O ye My loved
ones! Suffer not the hem of My sacred vesture to be smirched and mired with the things of thi
world, and follow not the promptings of your evil and corrupt desires. The Day Star of Divine
Revelation that shineth in the plenitude of its glory in the heaven of this Prison, beareth Me
witness. They whose hearts are turned towards Him Who is the Object of the adoration of th
entire creation must needs, in this Day, pass beyond and be sanctified Ifoeatdd things,
visible and invisible. If they arise to teach My Cause, they must let the breath of Him Who is the
Unconstrained, stir them and must spread it abroad on the earth with high resolve, with minad
that are wholly centered in Him, and with heathat are completely detached from and
independent of all things, and with souls that are sanctified from the world and its vanities. It
behoveth them to choose as the best provision for their journey reliance upon God, and to clot
themselves with théove of their Lord, the Most Exalted, the Allorious. If they do so, their
words shall influence their hearers.

How great, how very great, the gulf that separateth Us from them who, in this Day, are occupie
with their evil passions, and have set th&ipes on the things of the earth and its fleeting glory!
Many a time hath the court of the Alerciful been to outward seeming so denuded of the riches
of this world that they who lived in close association with Him suffered from dire want. Despite
their sufferings, the Pen of the Most High hath, at no time, been willing to refer, nor even to
make the slightest allusion, to the things that pertain to this world and its treasures. And if, at an
time, any gift were presented to Him, that gift was accegpsea token of His grace unto him that
offered it. Should it ever please Us to appropriate to Our own use all the treasures of the earth,
none is given the right to question Our authority, or to challenge Our right. It would be
impossible to conceive amct more contemptible than soliciting, in the name of the one true
God, the riches which men possess.

It is incumbent upon thee, and upon the followers of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, to summo
all men to whatsoever shall sanctify them from all attactirteethe things of the earth and purge
them from its defilements, that the sweet smell of the raiment of th&létlous may be
smelled from all them that love Him.

They who are possessed of riches, however, must have the utmost regard for the gEat i®r

the honor destined by God for those poor who are steadfast in patience. By My life! There is n
honor, except what God may please to bestow, that can compare to this honor. Great is t
blessedness awaiting the poor that endure patiently anealotheir sufferings, and well is it
with the rich who bestow their riches on the needy and prefer them before themselves.

Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive to earn the means of livelihood. This isgk

duty which, in this most great Reaéibn, hath been prescribed unto every one, and is accounted
in the sight of God as a goodly deed. Whoso observeth this duty, the help of the invisible On
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shall most certainly aid him. He can enrich, through His grace, whomsoever He pleaseth. He
verily, hath power over all things....

Tel |, o ' Al i, the |l oved ones of God that
The evaluation of all things must needs depend upon it. Ponder a while on the woes an
afflictions which this Prisoner hath sustadh | have, all the days of My life, been at the mercy of
Mine enemies, and have suffered each day, in the path of the love of God, a fresh tribulation.
have patiently endured until the fame of the Cause of God was spread abroad on the earth. If ajj
oneshould now arise and, prompted by the vain imaginations his heart hath devised, endeavac
openly or in secret, to sow the seeds of dissension amongstecaarsuch a man be said to have
acted with equity? No, by Him Whose might extendeth over all thingdVByife! Mine heart
groaneth and mine eyes weep sore for the Cause of God and for them that understand not w
they say and imagine what they cannot comprehend.

It beseemeth all men, in this Day, to take firm hold on the Most Great Name, and tolegtablis
unity of all mankind. There is no place to flee to, no refuge that any one can seek, except Hi
Should any man be | ed to utter such words
limitless ocean, and cause them to fix their hearts gtheng except this glorious and manifest
Being, that hath assumed a form subject to human limitatisnsh a man, however lofty the
station he may occupy, shall be denounced by the entire creation as one that hath depriv
himself of the sweet savors oktll-Merciful.

Say: Observe equity in your judgment, ye men of understanding heart! He that is unjust in hi
judgment is destitute of the characteri sti
Truth knoweth well what the breasts of menasad. His long forbearance hath emboldened His
creatures, for not until the appointed time is come will He rend any veil asunder. His surpassin
mercy hath restrained the fury of His wrath, and caused most people to imagine that the one tr
God is unawaref the things they have privily committed. By Him Who is the-l&llowing, the
All-Informed! The mirror of His knowledge reflecteth, with complete distinctness, precision and
fidelity, the doings of all men. Say: Praise be to Thee, O Concealer of thef $hresweak and
helpless! Magnified be Thy name, O Thou that forgivest the heedless ones that trespass agai
Thee!

We have forbidden men to walk after the imaginations of their hearts, that they may be enabl
to recognize Him Who is the sovereign Seurand Object of all knowledge, and may
acknowledge whatsoever He may be pleased to reveal. Witness how they have entangle
themselves with their idle fancies and vain imaginations. By My life! They are themselves the
victims of what their own hearts havewised, and yet they perceive it not. Vain and profitless is
the talk of their lips, and yet they understand not.

We beseech God that He may graciously vouchsafe His grace unto all men, and enable them
attain the knowledge of Him and of themselves.MBylife! Whoso hath known Him shall soar

in the immensity of His love, and shall be detached from the world and all that is therein.
Nothing on earth shall deflect him from his course, how much less they who, prompted by thei
vain imaginations, speak thmshings which God hath forbidden.
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Say: This is the Day when every ear must needs be attentive to His voice. Hearken ye to the Cx
of this wronged One, and magnify ye the name of the one true God, and adorn yourselves wi
the ornament of His remembranead illumine your hearts with the light of His love. This is the
key that unlocketh the hearts of men, the burnish that shall cleanse the souls of all beings. He t
is careless of what hath poured out from the finger of the Will of God liveth in reteifier.

Amity and rectitude of conduct, rather than dissension and mischief, are the marks of true faith.

Proclaim unto men what He, Who speaketh the truth and is the Bearer of the Trust of God, ha
bidden thee observe. My glory be with thee, O thai dallest upon My name, whose eyes are
directed towards My court, and whose tongue uttereth the praise of thy Lord, the Beneficent.
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Cl: The purpose underlying the revelation of...

The purpose underlying the revelation of every heavenly Book, naygeof divinelyrevealed
verse, is to endue all men with righteousness and understanding, so that peace and tranquill
may be firmly established amongst them. Whatsoever instilleth assurance into the hearts of me
whatsoever exalteth their station or prdetb their contentment, is acceptable in the sight of
God. How lofty is the station which man, if he but choose to fulfill his high destiny, can attain!
To what depths of degradation he can sink, depths which the meanest of creatures have ne
reached! See, O friends, the chance which this Day offereth you, and deprive not yourselves of
the liberal effusions of His grace. | beseech God that He may graciously enable every one of yc
to adorn himself, in this blessed Day, with the ornament of pure andl&éetis. He, verily, doeth
whatsoever He willeth.
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ClI: Give a hearing ear, O people, to that which...

Give a hearing ear, O people, to that which I, in truth, say unto you. The one true God, exalted &
His glory, hath ever regarded, and will continuerégard, the hearts of men as His own, His
exclusive possession. All else, whether pertaining to land or sea, whether riches or glory, He ha
bequeathed unto the Kings and rulers of the earth. From the beginning that hath no beginning t
ensign proclaimig t he words “He doeth whatsoever H
splendor before His Manifestation. What mankind needeth in this day is obedience unto the
that are in authority, and a faithful adherence to the cord of wisdom. The instrumettisavéhi
essential to the immediate protection, the security and assurance of the human race have be
entrusted to the hands, and lie in the grasp, of the governors of human society. This is the wish
God and His decree.... We cherish the hope that otie dfings of the earth will, for the sake of
God, arise for the triumph of this wronged, this oppressed people. Such a king will be eternall
extolled and glorified. God hath prescribed unto this people the duty of aiding whosoever will
aid them, of servig his best interests, and of demonstrating to him their abiding loyalty. They
who follow Me must strive, under all circumstances, to promote the welfare of whosoever will
arise for the triumph of My Cause, and must at all times prove their devotiondafity funto

him. Happy is the man that hearkeneth and observeth My counsel. Woe unto him that faileth t
fulfil My wish.
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Clll: God hath, through His tongue that uttereth...

God hath, through His tongue that uttereth the truth, testified in all HistTablet o t he s e
am He that I|iveth in the Abh&a Realm of GIlo

By the righteousness of God! He, from the heights of this sublime, this holy, this mighty, and
transcendent station, seeth all things, heareth all things, and is, at this hour, pngclBlessed

art thou, O Javad, inasmuch as thou hast attained unto that which no man before thee he
attained. | swear by Him Who is the Eternal Truth! Through thee the eyes of the inmates of th
Exalted Paradise have been gladdened. The people, howsyertterly heedless. Were We to
reveal thy station, the hearts of men would be sorely agitated, their footsteps would slip, th
embodiments of vawglory would be dumbfounded, would fall down upon the ground, and
would thrust the fingers of heedlessneags their ears, for fear of hearing.

Grieve thou not over those that have busied themselves with the things of this world, and ha
forgotten the remembrance of God, the Most Great. By Him Who is the Eternal Truth! The da
is approaching when the wrathuhger of the Almighty will have taken hold of them. He, verily,

is the Omnipotent, the Albubduing, the Most Powerful. He shall cleanse the earth from the

defilement of their corruption, and shall give it for an heritage unto such of His servants as ar
nigh unto Him.

Say: O people! Dust fill your mouths, and ashes blind your eyes, for having bartered away th
Divine Joseph for the most paltry of prices. Oh, the misery that resteth upon you, ye that are fa
astray! Have ye imagined in your hearts thatppssess the power to outstrip Him and His
Cause? Far from it! To this He, Himself, the -Ribwerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Great,
doth testify.

Soon shall the blasts of His chastisement beat upon you, and the dust of hell enshroud yo
Those men whohaving amassed the vanities and ornaments of the earth, have turned awa
disdainfully from Goe—these have lost both this world and the world to come. Ere long, will
God, with the Hand of Power, strip them of their possessions, and divest them of tbéHabe
bounty. To this they themselves shall soon witness. Thou, too, shalt testify.

Say: O people! Let not this life and its deceits deceive you, for the world and all that is therein is
held firmly in the grasp of His Will. He bestoweth His favor onowhHe willeth, and from
whom He willeth He taketh it away. He doth whatsoever He chooseth. Had the world been o
any worth in His sight, He surely would never have allowed His enemies to possess it, even
the extent of a grain of mustard seed. He hatlwever, caused you to be entangled with its
affairs, in return for what your hands have wrought in His Cause. This, indeed, is a chastiseme
which ye, of your own will, have inflicted upon yourselves, could ye but perceive it. Are ye
rejoicing in the thigs which, according to the estimate of God, are contemptible and worthless,
things wherewith He proveth the hearts of the doubtful?
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CIV: O ye peoples of the world! Know, verily,...

O ye peoples of the world! Know, verily, that an unforeseen calamibfl@ving you, and that
grievous retribution awaiteth you. Think not the deeds ye have committed have been blotte
from My sight. By My beauty! All your doings hath My Pen graven with open characters upon
tablets of chrysolite.
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CV: O kings of the earth! He Who is the sovereign...

O kings of the earth! He Who is the sovere
omnipotent Protector, the S&ubsisting. Worship none but God, and, with radiant hearts, lift up
your faces unto your Lord, the Loaf all names. This is a Revelation to which whatever ye
possess can never be compared, could ye but know it.

We see you rejoicing in that which ye have amassed for others and shutting out yourselves fro
the worlds which naught except My guarded Tablet ixkon. The treasures ye have laid up
have drawn you far away from your ultimate objective. This ill beseemeth you, could ye but
understand it. Wash your hearts from all earthly defilements, and hasten to enter the Kingdom ¢
your Lord, the Creator of e and heaven, Who caused the world to tremble and all its peoples
to wail, except them that have renounced all things and clung to that which the Hidden Table
hath ordained.

This is the Day in which He Who held converse with God hath attained thefite Ancient

of Days, and quaffed the pure waters of reunion from this Cup that hath caused the seas to swe
Say: By the one true God! Sinai is circling round the Day Spring of Revelation, while from the
heights of the Kingdom the Voice of the Spoift God i s heard procl ai

ye proud ones of the earth, and hasten ye

|l onging adoration to attain His court, whi

promise is fulfilled That which had been announced in the holy Writ of God, the most Exalted,

the Almighty,theBesBel oved, i s made mani fest.”

O kings of the earth! The Most Great Law hath been revealed in this Spot, this scene o
transcendent splendor. Every hidden thiagh been brought to light, by virtue of the Will of the
Supreme Ordainer, He Who hath ushered in the Last Hour, through Whom the Moon hath bee
cleft, and every irrevocable decree expounded.

Ye are but vassals, O kings of the earth! He Who is the Kifangs hath appeared, arrayed in

His most wondrous glory, and is summoning you unto Himself, the Help in Peril, the Self
Subsisting. Take heed lest pride deter you from recognizing the Source of Revelation, lest t
things of this world shut you out as hyeil from Him Who is the Creator of heaven. Arise, and
serve Him Who is the Desire of all nations, Who hath created you through a word from Him, anc
ordained you to be, for all time, the emblems of His sovereignty.

By the righteousness of God! It istr@ur wish to lay hands on your kingdoms. Our mission is to
seize and possess the hearts of men. Upon them the eyes of Bah& are fastened. To this testif
the Kingdom of Names, could ye but comprehend it. Whoso followeth his Lord, will renounce
the worldand all that is therein; how much greater, then, must be the detachment of Him Whc
holdeth so august a station! Forsake your palaces, and haste ye to gain admittance into
Kingdom. This, indeed, will profit you both in this world and in the next. T® tstifieth the

Lord of the realm on high, did ye but know it.
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How great the blessedness that awaiteth the king who will arise to aid My Cause in M
Kingdom, who will detach himself from all else but Me! Such a king is numbered with the
companions of ta Crimson Ark—the Ark which God hath prepared for the people of Baha. All
must glorify his name, must reverence his station, and aid him to unlock the cities with the key
of My Name, the omnipotent Protector of all that inhabit the visible and invisibggéms.

Such a king is the very eye of mankind, the luminous ornament on the brow of creation, the
fountainhead of blessings unto the whole world. Offer up, O people of Bah4, your substance
nay your very lives, for his assistance.
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CVI: The All -Knowing Physician hath His finger...

The All-Knowing Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind. He perceiveth the disease
and prescribeth, in His unerring wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath its own problem, and eve
soul its particular aspiration. Thremedy the world needeth in its presday afflictions can
never be the same as that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously concerned with
needs of the age ye live in, and center your deliberations on its exigencies and requirements.

We canwell perceive how the whole human race is encompassed with great, with incalculabl
afflictions. We see it languishing on its bed of sickness,-s@m@ and disillusioned. They that

are intoxicated by selfonceit have interposed themselves between dt thie Divine and
infallible Physician. Witness how they have entangled all men, themselves included, in the mes
of their devices. They can neither discover the cause of the disease, nor have they any knowled
of the remedy. They have conceived the shriaig be crooked, and have imagined their friend an
enemy.

Incline your ears to the sweet melody of this Prisoner. Arise, and lift up your voices, that hapl
they that are fast asleep may be awakened. Say: O ye who are as dead! The Hand of Divi
bounty poffereth unto you the Water of Life. Hasten and drink your fill. Whoso hath been re
born in this Day, shall never die; whoso remaineth dead, shall never live.
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CVII: He Who is your Lord, the All -Merciful,...

He Who is your Lord, the AlMerciful, cheritieth in His heart the desire of beholding the entire
human race as one soul and one body. Has't
mercy in this Day that eclipseth all other created Days. How great the felicity that awaiteth the
man that forsakétall he hath in a desire to obtain the things of God! Such a man, We testify, is
among God’' s blessed ones.
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CVIIl: We have a fixed time for you, O peoples....

We have a fixed time for you, O peoples. If ye fail, at the appointed hour, to turn towatds Go
He, verily, will lay violent hold on you, and will cause grievous afflictions to assail you from
every direction. How severe, indeed, is the chastisement with which your Lord will then chastise

you!
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CIX: O Kamal! The heights which, through the...

O Kamal! The heights which, through the most gracious favor of God, mortal man can attain, i
this Day, are as yet unrevealed to his sight. The world of being hath never had, nor doth it ye
possess the capacity for such a revelation. The day, however, isaelppg when the
potentialities of so great a favor will, by virtue of His behest, be manifested unto men. Thoug
the forces of the nations be arrayed against Him, though the kings of the earth be leagued
undermine His Cause, the power of His might Isend unshaken. He, verily, speaketh the
truth, and summoneth all mankind to the way of Him Who is the Incomparable, the All
Knowing.

All men have been created to carry forward an -@gdsancing civilization. The Almighty
beareth Me witness: To act likee beasts of the field is unworthy of man. Those virtues that
befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and ldmdness towards all the peoples
and kindreds of the earth. Say: O friends! Drink your fill from this crystal stream that lowet
through the heavenly grace of Him Who is the Lord of Names. Let others partake of its waters i
My name, that the leaders of men in every land may fully recognize the purpose for which the
Eternal Truth hath been revealed, and the reason for whichhthieg¢lves have been created.
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CX: The Great Being saith: O ye children of men!...

The Great Being saith: O ye children of men! The fundamental purpose animating the Faith o
God and His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the unityhointlae race, and

to foster the spirit of love and fellowship amongst men. Suffer it not to become a source o
dissension and discord, of hate and enmity. This is the straight Path, the fixed and immovab
foundation. Whatsoever is raised on this foundatiba,changes and chances of the world can
never impair its strength, nor will the revolution of countless centuries undermine its structure
Our hope is that the world’'s religious | ea
reformation of tis age and the rehabilitation of its fortunes. Let them, after meditating on its
needs, take counsel together and, through anxious and full deliberation, administer to a disea
and sorelyafflicted world the remedy it requireth.... It is incumbent upbent who are in
authority to exercise moderation in all things. Whatsoever passeth beyond the limits o
moderation will cease to exert a beneficial influence. Consider for instance such things as libert
civilization and the like. However much men of urgtanding may favorably regard them, they
will, if carried to excess, exercise a pernicious influence upon men.... Please God, the peoples
the world may be led, as the result of the high endeavors exerted by their rulers and the wise a
learned amongsien, to recognize their best interests. How long will humanity persist in its
waywardness? How long will injustice continue? How long is chaos and confusion to reign
amongst men? How long will discord agitate the face of society?... The winds of despair ar
alas, blowing from every direction, and the strife that divideth and afflicteth the human race is
daily increasing. The signs of impending convulsions and chaos can now be discerned, inasmu
as the prevailing order appeareth to be lamentably defecheseech God, exalted be His glory,
that He may graciously awaken the peoples of the earth, may grant that the end of their cond
may be profitable unto them, and aid them to accomplish that which beseemeth their station.
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CXI: O contending peoples ad kindreds of the...

O contending peoples and kindreds of the earth! Set your faces towards unity, and let th
radiance of its light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the sake of God resolve to ro¢
out whatever is the source of contention ansohg y O U . Then wil|l t he
great Luminary envelop the whole earth, and its inhabitants become the citizens of one city, a
the occupants of one and the same throne. This wronged One hath, ever since the early days
His life, cherisled none other desire but this, and will continue to entertain no wish except this
wish. There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world, of whatever race or religio
derive their inspiration from one heavenly Source, and are the subjectseoGad. The
difference between the ordinances under which they abide should be attributed to the varyin
requirements and exigencies of the age in which they were revealed. All of them, except a fe
which are the outcome of human perversity, were ordaiésod, and are a reflection of His

Will and Purpose. Arise and, armed with the power of faith, shatter to pieces the gods of you
vain imaginings, the sowers of dissension amongst you. Cleave unto that which draweth yo
together and uniteth you. This, irgris the most exalted Word which the Mother Book hath sent
down and revealed unto you. To this beareth witness the Tongue of Grandeur from His
habitation of glory.
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CXII: Behold the disturbances which, for many a...

Behold the disturbances which, fonany a long year, have afflicted the earth, and the
perturbation that hath seized its peoples. It hath either been ravaged by war, or tormented [
sudden and unforeseen calamities. Though the world is encompassed with misery and distre
yet no man hathgused to reflect what the cause or source of that may be. Whenever the Trug
Counsellor uttered a word in admonishment, lo, they all denounced Him as a mover of mischi
and rejected His claim. How bewildering, how confusing is such behavior! No two médxe can
found who may be said to be outwardly and inwardly united. The evidences of discord anc
malice are apparent everywhere, though all were made for harmony and union. The Great Bei
saith: O welbeloved ones! The tabernacle of unity hath been raisgdrde/e not one another

as strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. We cherish the hope t
the light of justice may shine upon the world and sanctify it from tyranny. If the rulers and kings
of the earth, the symbols of thewer of God, exalted be His glory, arise and resolve to dedicate
themselves to whatever will promote the highest interests of the whole of humanity, the reign o
justice will assuredly be established amongst the children of men, and the effulgendigluf its

will envelop the whole earth. The Great Being saith: The structure of world stability and order
hath been reared upon, and will continue to be sustained by, the twin pillars of reward an
punishment.... In another passage He hath written: Take @eedncourse of the rulers of the
world! There is no force on earth that can equal in its conquering power the force of justice an
wisdom.... Blessed is the king who marcheth with the ensign of wisdom unfurled before him, anc
the battalions of justice msed in his rear. He verily is the ornament that adorneth the brow of
peace and the countenance of security. There can be no doubt whatever that if the day star
justice, which the clouds of tyranny have obscured, were to shed its light upon men, thfe face
the earth would be completely transformed.
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CXIIl: Dost thou imagine, O Minister of the Shah...

Dost thou imagine, O Minister of tifehah in the City (Constantinople), that | hold within My
grasp the ultimate destiny of the Cause of God? Thinkest ttet My imprisonment, or the
shame | have been made to suffer, or even My death and utter annihilation, can deflect it
course? Wretched is what thou hast imagined in thine heart! Thou art indeed of them that wal
after the vain imaginings which theirdms devise. No God is there but Him. Powerful is He to
manifest His Cause, and to exalt His testimony, and to establish whatsoever is His Will, and t
elevate it to so eminent a position that neither thine own hands, nor the hands of them that hajge
turnedaway from Him, can ever touch or harm it.

Dost thou believe thou hast the power to frustrate His Will, to hinder Him from executing His
judgment, or to deter Him from exercising His sovereignty? Pretendest thou that aught in the
heavens or in the earttart resist His Faith? No, by Him Who is the Eternal Truth! Nothing
whatsoever in the whole of creation can thwart His Purpose. Cast away, therefore, the me
conceit thou dost follow, for mere conceit can never take the place of truth. Be thou of them tha
have truly repented and returned to God, the God Who hath created thee, Who hath nourish
thee, and made thee a minister among them that profess thy faith.

Know thou, moreover, that He it is Who hath, by His own behest, created all that is in the
heavensand all that is on the earth. How can, then, the thing that hath been created at Hi
bidding prevail against Him? High is God exalted above what ye imagine about Him, ye people
of malice! If this Cause be of God, no man can prevail against it; and ef nob of God the
divines amongst you, and they that follow their corrupt desires and such as have rebelled agai
Him will surely suffice to overpower it.

Hast thou not heard what a man of the family of Pharaoh, a believer, hath said of old, and whic
God recounted unto His Apostle, Whom He hath chosen above all human beings, and entrustd
with His Message, and made the source of His mercy unto all them that dwell on earth? He sai
and He, verily, speaketh t he myLardi®God, whE&n hel
hath already come to you with proofs of his mission? And if he be a liar, on him will be his lie,
but i f he be a man of trut h, part at | east
God hath revealed unto His WiEloved One, in His unerring Book.

And yet, ye have failed to incline your ears unto His bidding, have disregarded His law, have
rejected His counsel as recorded in His Book, and have been of them that have strayed far fro
Him. How many those who, everyegr, and every month, have because of you been put to
death! How manifold the injustices ye have perpetratiejustices the like of which the eye of
creation hath not seen, which no chronicler hath ever recorded! How numerous the babes a
sucklings who wee made orphans, and the fathers who lost their sons, because of your cruelt
O ye unjust doers! How oft hath a sister pined away and mourned over her brother, and how o
hath a wife lamented after her husband and sole sustainer!
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Your iniquity waxed grater and greater until ye slew Him Who had never taken His eyes away
from the face of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Would that ye had put Him to deat
after the manner men are wont to put one another to death! Ye slew Him, however, in suc
circumgances as no man hath ever witnessed. The heavens wept sore over Him, and the souls
them who are nigh unto God cried out for H
ancient House? Had not His fame as a direct descendant of the Apostlepbesth abroad
amongst you? Why, then, did ye inflict upon Him what no man, however far ye may look back,
hath inflicted upon another? By God! The eye of creation hath never beheld your like. Ye sla
Him Who is a Scion of vy onodrmake merny twheld seased ¢hoaus e
seats of honor! Ye utter your imprecations against them who were before you, and who ha
perpetrated what ye have perpetrated, and remain yourselves all the time unaware of yo
enormities!

Be fair in your judgment. Didhey whom you curse, upon whom ye invoke evil, act differently
from yourselves? Have they not slain the descendant of their Prophet as ye have slain t
descendant of your own? Is not your conduct similar to their conduct? Wherefore, then, claim y
to bedifferent from them, O ye sowers of dissension amongst men?

And when ye took away His life, one of His followers arose to avenge His death. He was
unknown of men, and the design he had conceived was unnoticed by any one. Eventually
committed what had den preordained. It behoveth you, therefore, to attach blame to no one
except to yourselves, for the things ye have committed, if ye but judge fairly. Who is there on the
whole earth who hath done what ye have done? None, by Him Who is the Lord of dd!worl

All the rulers and kings of the earth honor and revere the descendants of their Prophets and hc
men, could ye but perceive it. Ye, on the other hand, are responsible for such acts as no m
hath, at any time, performed. Your misdeeds have causey eweerstanding heart to be
consumed with grief. And yet, ye have remained sunk in your heedlessness, and failed to reali:
the wickedness of your actions.

Ye have persisted in your waywardness until ye rose up against Us, though We had committe
nothingto justify your enmity. Fear ye not God Who hath created you, and fashioned you, and
caused you to attain your strength, and joined you with them that have resigned themselves
Him (Muslims)? How long will ye persist in your waywardness? How long vellrgfuse to
reflect? How long ere ye shake off your slumber and are roused from your heedlessness? Hc
long will ye remain unaware of the truth?

Ponder in thine heart. Did ye, notwithstanding your behavior and the things your hands hav
wrought, succeedhiquenching the fire of God or in putting out the light of His Revelatian

light that hath enveloped with its brightness them that are immersed in the billowing oceans o
immortality, and hath attracted the souls of such as truly believe in and uphalditiz Know

ye not that the Hand of God is over your hands, that His irrevocable Decree transcendeth all yo
devices, that He is supreme over His servants, that He is equal to His Purpose, that He doth w
He wisheth, that He shall not be asked of wirateHe willeth, that He ordaineth what He
pleaseth, that He is the Most Powerful, the Almighty? If ye believe this to be the truth,
wherefore, then, will ye not cease from troubling and be at peace with yourselves?
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Ye perpetrate every day a fresh injustiand treat Me as ye treated Me in times past, though |
never attempted to meddle with your affairs. At no time have | opposed you, neither have
rebelled against your laws. Behold how ye have, at the last, made Me a prisoner indfiis far
land! Know fr a certainty, however, that whatever your hands or the hands of the infidels have
wrought will never, as they never did of old, change the Cause of God or alter His ways.

Give heed to My warning, ye people of Persia! If | be slain at your hands, Goassuiredly
raise up one who wil/l fill the seat mad e
carried into effect of ol d, and no change
out God’s | ight that s hddfrentwhatyepesire. Hd shall perfact t
His light, albeit ye abhor it in the secret of your hearts.

Pause for but a little while and reflect, O Minister, and be fair in thy judgment. What is it that
We have committed that could justify thee in havingpstae r ed Us wunt o t he
following thy desires, in perverting the truth, and in uttering thy calumnies against Us? We have
never me t each other except when We met t
martyrdom of | beidagcontinermoaatech Omtlose occasions no one could have
the chance of making known to others his views and beliefs in conversation or in discourse
Thou wilt bear witness to the truth of My words, if thou be of the truthful. | have frequented no
other galherings in which thou couldst have learned My mind or in which any other could have
done so. How, then, didst thou pronounce thy verdict against Me, when thou hadst not heard
testimony from Mine own lips? Hast thou not heard what God, exalted be Hys lgath said:
“Say not to every one who meeteth you with
away those who cry to their Lord at mor n
indeed forsaken what the Book of God hath prescribedl,yah thou deemest thyself to be a
believer!

Despite what thou hast done | enterand to this God is My witnessno ill-will against thee,

nor against any one, though from thee and others We receive such hurt as no believer in the un
of God can susita. My cause is in the hand of none except God, and My trust is in no one else
but Him. Erelong shall your days pass away, as shall pass away the days of those who now, wi
flagrant pride, vaunt themselves over their neighbor. Soon shall ye be gathgatteiton the
presence of God, and shall be asked of your doings, and shall be repaid for what your hands ha
wrought, and wretched the abode of the wicked doers!

By God! Wert thou to realize what thou hast done, thou wouldst surely weep sore ovdy thysel
and wouldst flee for refuge to God, and wouldst pine away and mourn all the days of thy life, till
God will have forgiven thee, for He, verily, is the Most Generous, th@&dlintiful. Thou wilt,
however, persist, till the hour of thy death, in thy hesshess, inasmuch as thou hast, with all
thine heart, thy soul and inmost being, busied thyself with the vanities of the world. Thou shalt
after thy departure, discover what We have revealed unto thee, and shalt find all thy doing
recorded in the Book kmerein the works of all them that dwell on earth, be they greater or less
than the weight of an atom, are noted down. Heed, therefore, My counsel, and hearken thou, wi
the hearing of thine heart, unto My speech, and be not careless of My words, ntidra tfat
reject My truth. Glory not in the things that have been given thee. Set before thine eyes what ha
been revealed in the Book of God, the Help in Peril, theGAllor i ous: “And
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forgotten their warnings, We set open to them the gates a | | things,” even
thee and to thy like the gates of this earth and the ornaments thereof. Wait thou, therefore, ft
what hath been promised in the latter part of this holy verse, for this is a promise from Him Whc
is the Almighty,the All-Wise—a promise that will not prove untrue.

| know not the path ye have chosen and which ye tread, O congregation ofWilshiirs! We
summon you to God, We remind you of His Day, We announce unto you tidings of your reunio
with Him, We draw youwnigh unto His court, and send down upon you tokens of His wondrous
wisdom, and yet lo, behold how ye reject Us, how ye condemn Us, through the things whic
your lying mouths have uttered, as an infidel, how ye devise your devices against Us! And whe
Wemani fest unto you what God hath, through
is but plain magic.” The same words were s
were what you are, did ye but perceive it. Ye have thereby deprivecemgof the bounty of

God and of His grace, and shall never obtain them till the day when God will have judged
between Us and you, and He, verily, is the best of Judges.

Certain ones among you have said: “ Heisidgat i
gross calumny. | am but a servant of God Who hath believed in Him and in His signs, and in Hi
Prophets and in His angels. My tongue, and My heart, and My inner and My outer being testif
that there is no God but Him, that all others have besgi@d by His behest, and been fashioned
through the operation of His Will. There is none other God but Him, the Creator, the Raiser fro
the dead, the Quickener, the Slayer. | am He that telleth abroad the favors with which God hat
through His bounty, feored Me. If this be My transgression, then | am truly the first of the

transgressors. | and My kindred are at your mercy. Do ye as ye please, and be not of them t
hesitate, that | might return to God My Lord, and reach the place where | can no lehgkt b
your faces. This, indeed, is My dearest wish, My most ardent desire. Of My state God is, verily
sufficiently informed, observant.

Imagine thyself to be under the eye of God, O Minister! If thou seest Him not, He, in truth,
clearly seeth thee. Obser, and judge fairly Our Cause. What is it that We have committed that
could have induced thee to rise up against Us, and to slander Us to the people, if thou be of the
who are just? We departed out of Ti hran,
transferred Our residence to ‘“Ilragqg. | f I hih
Me? And if | were innocent of guilt, wherefore did ye afflict Us with such tribulation as none
among them that profess your faith hath suffered? Hath aMiraf acts, after Mine arrival in
“1raq, been such as to subvert the authori
detected any thing reprehensible in Our behavior? Enquire for thyself of its people, that tho
mayest be of them who havesderned the truth.

For eleven years We dwelt in that land, until the Minister representing thy government arrived
whose name Our pen is loth to mention, who was given to wine, who followed his lusts, anc
committed wickedness, and was corrupt and cordupté | r 4 q . To this wil
the inhabitants of Bghdad, wert thou to inquire of them, and be of such as seek the truth. He it
was who wrongfully seized the substance of his felloan, who forsook all the commandments

of God, and perpetratehatever God had forbidden. Eventually, he, following his desires, rose
up against Us, and walked in the ways of the unjust. He accused Us, in his letter to thee, and th
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didst believe him and followed in his way, without seeking any proof or trustwextisience

from him. Thou didst ask for no explanation, nor didst thou attempt either to investigate or,
ascertain the matter, that the truth might be distinguished from falsehood in thy sight, and th
thou mightest be clear in thy discernment. Find outHgself the sort of man he was by asking
those Ministers who were, at that tighdd) i n
and its high Counsellor, that the truth may be revealed to thee, and that thou mayest be of t
well-informed.

God is Our witness! We have, under no circumstances, opposed either him, or others. W
observed, under all conditions, the precepts of God, and were never one of those that wroug
disorders. To this he himself doth testify. His intention was to lay hold oandssend Us back

to Persia, that he might thereby exalt his fame and reputation. Thou hast committed the sa

crime, and for the seame purpose. Ye both are of equal grade in the sight of God, the
sovereign Lord of all, the AKKnowing.

It is not Our pirpose in addressing to thee these words to lighten the burden of Our woe, or tc
induce thee to intercede for Us with any one. No, by Him Who is the Lord of all worlds! We
have set forth the whole matter before thee, that perchance thou might realizbouhbast
done, might desist from inflicting on others the hurt thou hast inflicted on Us, and might be of
them that have truly repented to God, Who created thee and created all things, and might act wi
discernment in the future. Better is this for thban all thou dost possess, than thy ministry
whose days are numbered.

Beware lest thou be led to connive at injustice. Set thy heart firmly upon justice, and alter not th
Cause of God, and be of them whose eyes are directed towards the things thaehaesealed

in His Book. Follow not, under any condition, the promptings of thine evil desires. Keep thou the
law of God, thy Lord, the Beneficent, the Ancient of Days. Thou shalt most certainly return to
dust, and shalt perish like all the things in e¥hthou takest delight. This is what the Tongue of
truth and glory hath spoken.

Rememberest thou not God’s warning uttered
heed His warning? He said, and He, Weereaied vy ,
you, and unto it will We return you, and o
what God ordained unto all them that dwell on earth, be they high or low. It behoveth not,
therefore, him who was created from dust, who wilumetunto it, and will again be brought
forth out of it, to swell with pride before God, and before His loved ones, to proudly scorn them,
and be filled with disdainful arrogance. Nay, rather it behoveth thee and those like thee to subm
yourselves to theriVho are the Manifestations of the unity of God, and to defer humbly to the
faithful, who have forsaken their all for the sake of God, and have detached themselves from t
things which engross men’s attenti oneAl-and
Glorious, the AlPraised. Thus do We send down upon you that which shall profit you and profit
them that have placed their whole trust and confidence in their Lord.
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CXlV: Hearken, O KO6Apg2¢Ppul. 8&n

Hear ken, O Kin‘gAZdiSau) t ano ‘' Alheluspeech of Him

doth not ask thee to recompense Him with the things God hath chosen to bestow upon thee, H
Who unerringly tredeth the straight Path. He it is Who summoneth thee unto God, thy Lord,

Who showeth thee the right course, the way that leadeth to true felicity, that haply thou mayes
be of them with whom it shall be well.

Beware, O King, that thou gather not aroundetlseich ministers as follow the desires of a
corrupt inclination, as have cast behind their backs that which hath been committed into the
hands and manifestly betrayed their trust. Be bounteous to others as God hath been bounteous
thee, and abandon nibie interests of thy people to the mercy of such ministers as these. Lay not
aside the fear of God, and be thou of them that act uprightly. Gather around thee those ministef
from whom thou canst perceive the fragrance of faith and of justice, and takeahnsel with
them, and choose whatever is best in thy sight, and be of them that act generously.

Know thou for a certainty that whoso disbelieveth in God is neither trustworthy nor truthful.
This, indeed, is the truth, the undoubted truth. He thathatteacherously towards God will,
also, act treacherously towards his king. Nothing whatever can deter such a man from evi
nothing can hinder him from betraying his neighbor, nothing can induce him to walk uprightly.

Take heed that thou resign not tleens of the affairs of thy state into the hands of others, and
repose not thy confidence in ministers unworthy of thy trust, and be not of them that live in
heedlessness. Shun them whose hearts are turned away from thee, and place not thy confide
in them, and entrust them not with thine affairs and the affairs of such as profess thy faith
Beware that thou allow not the wolf to bec
the fate of His loved ones to the mercy of the malicious. Expect nothénatwho violate the
ordinances of God will be trustworthy or sincere in the faith they profess. Avoid them, and
preserve strict guard over thyself, lest their devices and mischief hurt thee. Turn away fro
them, and fix thy gaze upon God, thy Lord, tHe-@lorious, the Most Bountiful. He that giveth

up himself wholly to God, God shall, assuredly, be with him; and he that placeth his complete
trust in God, God shall, verily, protect him from whatsoever may harm him, and shield him from
the wickedness ofvery evil plotter.

Wert thou to incline thine ear unto My speech and observe My counsel, God would exalt thee t
SO eminent a position that the designs of no man on the whole earth can ever touch or hurt the
Observe, O King, with thine inmost heart andh thy whole being, the precepts of God, and
walk not in the paths of the oppressor. Seize thou, and hold firmly within the grasp of thy might
the reins of the affairs of thy people, and examine in person whatever pertaineth unto them. L¢
nothing escapthee, for therein lieth the highest good.

Render thanks unto God for having chosen thee out of the whole world, and made thee king ov
them that profess thy faith. It well beseemeth thee to appreciate the wondrous favors with whic
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God hath favored tlee and to magnify continually His name. Thou canst best praise Him if thou

lovest His loved ones, and dost safeguard and protect His servants from the mischief of t
treacherous, that none may any longer oppress them. Thou shouldst, moreover, ar@edo enf

the law of God amongst them, that thou mayest be of those who are firmly established in Hi
law.

Shouldst thou cause rivers of justice to spread their waters amongst thy subjects, God wou
surely aid thee with the hosts of the unseen and of the aedrwould strengthen thee in thine
affairs. No God is there but Him. All creation and its empire are His. Unto Him return the works
of the faithful.

Place not thy reliance on thy treasures. Put thy whole confidence in the grace of God, thy Lorc
Let Him be thy trust in whatever thou doest, and be of them that have submitted themselves t
His Will. Let Him be thy helper and enrich thyself with His treasures, for with Him are the
treasuries of the heavens and of the earth. He bestoweth them upon whorh EHedwfrom
whom He will He withholdeth them. There is none other God but Him, th@ddkessing, the

All -Praised. All are but paupers at the door of His mercy; all are helpless before the revelation ¢
His sovereignty, and beseech His favors.

Overstepnot the bounds of moderation, and deal justly with them that serve thee. Bestow upo
them according to their needs, and not to the extent that will enable them to lay up riches fo
themselves, to deck their persons, to embellish their homes, to acquinenggethat are of no

benefit unto them, and to be numbered with the extravagant. Deal with them with undeviating

justice, so that none among them may either suffer want, or be pampered with luxuries. This i
but manifest justice.

Allow not the abject taule over and dominate them who are noble and worthy of honor, and
suffer not the highminded to be at the mercy of the contemptible and worthless, for this is what
We observed upon Our arrival in the City (Constantinople), and to it We bear witnessuvde f
among its inhabitants some who were possessed of an affluent fortune and lived in the midst
excessive riches, while others were in dire want and abject poverty. This ill beseemeth th
sovereignty, and is unworthy of thy rank.

Let My counsel be aeptable to thee, and strive thou to rule with equity among men, that God
may exalt thy name and spread abroad the fame of thy justice in all the world. Beware lest tho
aggrandize thy ministers at the expense of thy subjects. Fear the sighs of the pobthand
upright in heart who, at every break of day, bewail their plight, and be unto them a benignan
sovereign. They, verily, are thy treasures on earth. It behoveth thee, therefore, to safeguard t
treasures from the assaults of them who wish to reb.timquire into their affairs, and ascertain,
every year, nay every month, their condition, and be not of them that are careless of their duty.

Set before thine eyes God’ s unerring Bal anc¢
Balance thineactions every day, every moment of thy life. Bring thyself to account ere thou art
summoned to a reckoning, on the Day when no man shall have strength to stand for fear of Go
the Day when the hearts of the heedless ones shall be made to tremble.
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It beloveth every king to be as bountiful as the sun, which fostereth the growth of all beings, anc
giveth to each its due, whose benefits are not inherent in itself, but are ordained by Him Who i
the Most Powerful, the Almighty. The King should be as genemsiBberal in his mercy as the
clouds, the outpourings of whose bounty are showered upon every land, by the behest of Hi
Who is the Supreme Ordainer, the-Kihowing.

Have a care not to entrust thine adnfdiacharge o
thy functions better than thine own self. Thus do We make clear unto thee Our words of wisdo
and send down upon thee that which can enable thee to pass over from the left hand
oppression to the right hand of justice, and approach théeneent ocean of His favors. Such is
the path which the kings that were before thee have trodden, they that acted equitably towart
their subjects, and walked in the ways of undeviating justice.

Thou art God’' s shadow on neuach & mannerSas hefittet ,so t
eminent, so august a station. If thou dost depart from following the things We have caused t
descend upon thee and taught thee, thou wilt, assuredly, be derogating from that great a
priceless honor. Return, then, and ekeavholly unto God, and cleanse thine heart from the
world and all its vanities, and suffer not the love of any stranger to enter and dwell therein. No
until thou dost purify thine heart from every trace of such love can the brightness of the light of
Godshed its radiance upon it, for to none hath God given more than one heart. This, verily, hat
been decreed and written down in His ancient Book. And as the human heart, as fashioned |
God, is one and undivided, it behoveth thee to take heed that itsicaféebe, also, one and
undivided. Cleave thou, therefore, with the whole affection of thine heart, unto His love, and
withdraw it from the love of any one besides Him, that He may aid thee to immerse thyself in the
ocean of His unity, and enable theeliecome a true upholder of His oneness. God is My
witness. My sole purpose in revealing to thee these words is to sanctify thee from the transito
things of the earth, and aid thee to enter the realm of everlasting glory, that thou mayest, by t
leave ofGod, be of them that abide and rule therein....

| swear by God, O King! It is not My wish to make My plaint to thee against them that persecute
Me. | only plead My grief and My sorrow to God, Who hath created Me and them, Who well
knoweth our state and Wghwatcheth over all things. My wish is to warn them of the

consequences of their actions, if perchance they might desist from treating others as they hajj
treated Me, and be of them that heed My warning.

The tribulations that have touched Us, the destitutrom which We suffer, the various troubles
with which We are encompassed, shall all pass away, as shall pass away the pleasures in wh
they delight and the affluence they enjoy. This is the truth which no man on earth can reject. Th
days in which Wéhave been compelled to dwell in the dust will soon be ended, as will the days
in which they occupied the seats of honor. God shall, assuredly, judge with truth between Us a
them, and He, verily, is the best of judges.

We render thanks unto God for whag¢ver hath befallen Us, and We patiently endure the things

He hath ordained in the past or will ordain in the future. In Him have | placed My trust; and into
His hands have | committed My Cause. He will, certainly, repay all them that endure with
patienceand put their confidence in Him. His is the creation and its empire. He exalteth whom
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He will, and whom He will He doth abase. He shall not be asked of His doings. He, verily, is the
All-Glorious, the Almighty.

Let thine ear be attentive, O King, to thverds We have addressed to thee. Let the oppressor
desist from his tyranny, and cut off the perpetrators of injustice from among them that profes
thy faith. By the righteousness of God! The tribulations We have sustained are such that any pe
that recourdgth them cannot but be overwhelmed with anguish. No one of them that truly believe
and uphold the unity of God can bear the burden of their recital. So great have been O
sufferings that even the eyes of Our enemies have wept over Us, and beyond tkeoh e¢liesy
discerning person. And to all these trials have We been subjected, in spite of Our action i
approaching thee, and in bidding the people to enter beneath thy shadow, that thou mightest bg
stronghold unto them that believe in and uphold theywiiGod.

Have I, O King, ever disobeyed thee? Have [, at any time, transgressed any of thy laws? Can a
of thy ministers that represented thee in
to thee? No, by Him Who is the Lord of all world$ot for one short moment did We rebel
against thee, or against any of thy ministers. Never, God willing, shall We revolt against thee
though We be exposed to trials more severe than any We suffered in the past.

In the day time and in the night seasaheven and at morn, We pray to God on thy behalf, that
He may graciously aid thee to be obedient unto Him and to observe His commandment, that
may shield thee from the hosts of the evil ones. Do, therefore, as it pleaseth thee, and treat Us
befitteh thy station and beseemeth thy sovereignty. Be not forgetful of the law of God in

whatever thou desirest to achieve, now or in the days to come. Say: Praise be to God, the Lord
all worlds!
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CXV: The Pen of Revelation, ODhabih, hath, in...

The Pen oRevelation, Dhabih, hath, in most of the divinetgvealed Tablets, recorded these
words: We have admonished all the loved ones of God to take heed lest the hem of Our sacr
vesture be smirched with the mire of unlawful deeds, or be stained withghefaaprehensible
conduct. We have, moreover, exhorted them to fix their gaze upon whatsoever hath bee
revealed in Our Tablets. Had their inner ears been attentive to the Divine counsels which ha
shone forth from the Day Spring of the Pen of theM#rciful, and hearkened unto His Voice,
most of the peoples of the earth would have by now been adorned with the ornament of Hi
guidance. What had been gadained, however, hath come to pass.

Once again doth the Tongue of the Ancient of Days reveale Wwhihis Most Great Prison, these
words which are recorded in this sneviite Scroll: O ye the beloved of the one true God! Pass
beyond the narrow retreats of your evil and corrupt desires, and advance into the vast immensi
of the realm of God, and at® ye in the meads of sanctity and of detachment, that the fragrance
of your deeds may | ead the whole of mankin
from concerning yourselves with the affairs of this world and all that pertaineth untdrdnpor
meddling with the activities of those who are its outward leaders.

The one true God, exalted be His glory, hath bestowed the government of the earth upon t
kings. To none is given the right to act in any manner that would run counter to the mahside
views of them who are in authority. That which He hath reserved for Himself are the cities of
men’s hearts; and of these the | oved ones
the keys. Please God they may, one and all, be enablecdbtkutiirough the power of the Most
Great Name, the gates of these cities. This is what is meant by aiding the one true tBedhe

to which the Pen of Him Who causeth the dawn to break hath referred in all His Books anc
Tablets.

It behoveth, likewise, thioved ones of God to be forbearing towards their felloan, and to be

so sanctified and detached from all things, and to evince such sincerity and fairness, that all t
peoples of the earth may recognize them as the trustees of God amongst men. @owsider
lofty heights the injunctions of the Almighty have soared, and how abject is the habitation
wherein these feeble souls are now abiding. Blessed are they who, on the wings of certitud
have flown in the heavens which the Pen of thy Lord, thevidtciful, hath spread.

Behold, ODhabih, the works which God, the Sovereign Truth, hath wrought. Say thou: How
great, how very great, is the power of His might that encompasseth all worlds! Exalted,
immeasurably exalted, is His detachment above the readhkean of the entire creation!
Glorified, glorified be His meeknessa meekness that hath melted the hearts of them that have
been brought nigh unto God!

Though afflicted with countless tribulations, which We have suffered at the hands of Our
enemies, We dwve proclaimed unto all the rulers of the earth what God hath willed to proclaim,
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that all nations may know that no manner of affliction can deter the Pen of the Ancient of Days
from achieving its purpose. His Pen moveth by the leave of God, Who fashibeeattumbling
and rotten bones.

Considering this most mighty enterprise, it beseemeth them that love Him to gird up the loins o
their endeavor, and to fix their thoughts on whatever will ensure the victory of the cause of God
rather than commit vile ahcontemptible deeds. Wert thou to consider, for but a little while, the
outward works and doings of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, thou wouldst fall down upon the
ground, and exclaim: O Thou Who art the Lord of Lords! | testify that Thou art the Lortl of al
creation, and the Educator of all beings, visible and invisible. | bear witness that Thy power hat
encompassed the entire universe, and that the hosts of the earth can never dismay Thee, nor
the dominion of all peoples and nations deter Thee froecwging Thy purpose. | confess that
Thou hast no desire except the regeneration of the whole world, and the establishment of t
unity of its peoples, and the salvation of all them that dwell therein.

Reflect a while, and consider how they who are thedosnes of God must conduct themselves,
and to what heights they must soar. Beseech thou, at all times, thy Lord, the God of Mercy, to a
them to do what He willeth. He, verily, is the Most Powerful, the@brious, the AlKnowing.

The imprisonment ifticted on this wronged One, Dhabih, did to Him no harm nor can it ever

do so; nor can the loss of all His earthly goods, His exile, or even His martyrdom and outwarc
humiliation, do Him any hurt. That which can hurt Him are the evil deeds which thesHed

God commit, and which they impute to Him Who is the Sovereign Truth. This is the affliction
from which | suffer, and to this He, Himself, Who is potent over all things, beareth Me witness.
That which hath sorely hurt Me are the claims which the lpeopthe Bayan are advancing
every day. Some have proclaimed their allegiance to one of My Branches (Sons), while othe
have asserted independently their claims, and acted after their own desires.

O Dhabih! The Tongue of Grandeur saith: By Myself thgdaketh the truth! In this most mighty
Revelation all the Dispensations of the past have attained their highest and final consummatio
Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation after Him, such a man is assuredly a lying impostor. We
pray God that He may gracidusassist him to retract and repudiate such claim. Should he
repent, God will no doubt forgive him. If, however, he persisteth in his error, God will assuredly
send down one who will deal mercilessly with him. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Most
Powerful

Behold how the people of the Bayan have utterly failed to recognize that the sole object o
whatsoever My Previous Manifestation and Harbinger of My Beauty hath revealed hath been M
Revelation and the proclamation of My Cause. Nevand to this He Whas the Sovereign
Truth beareth Me witnesswould He have, but for Me, pronounced what He did pronounce.
Witness how this foolish people have treated the Cause of Him Who is tRegdéssing, the
Inaccessible, as a play and pastime! Their hearts devibedegca new device, and their fancy
leadeth them to seek a fresh retreat. If what they say be true, how then can the stability of t
Cause of thy Lord be ensured? Ponder this in thine heart, and be thou of them who are sha
sighted, who scan heedfullyjw are steadfast in their purpose and confident in their belief. Such
should be thy certitude that if all mankind were to advance such claims as no man hath eve
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advanced, or any mind conceived, thou wouldst completely ignore them, wouldst cast them fro
thee, and would set thy face towards Him Who is the Object of the adoration of all worlds.

By the righteousness of Mine own Self!l Great, immeasurably great is this Cause! Mighty,
inconceivably mighty is this Day! Blessed indeed is the man that hath forsékihings, and
fastened his eyes upon Him Whose face hath shed illumination upon all who are in the heave
and all who are on the earth.

Sharp must be thy sight, Bhabih, and adamant thy soul, and biigss thy feet, if thou wishest

to be unshakenyp t he assaults of the selfish desir
firm injunction which the Pen of the Most Great Name hath, by virtue of the Will of the Ancient
King, been moved to reveal. Keep it as the apple of thine eye, and be theulwdkful. Strive

thou day and night to serve the Cause of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and be thou detache
from all else but Him. By Myself! Whatever thou seest in this Day shall perish. Supremely lofty
will be thy station, if thou remainest steadfasthe Cause of thy Lord. Towards Him are thy
busy movements directed, and in Him is thy final resfilage.
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CXVI: O kings of Christendom! Heard ye not the...

O kings of Christendom! Heard ye not the
come again unto you”? Wherefore, t hen, did
clouds of heaven, to draw nigh unto Him, that ye might behold His face, and be of them tha
attained His Presence? 1 n anot bf@mth, samsns, &g e
wi || gui de you into all/l truth.” And yet, b
turn your faces towards Him, and persisted in disporting yourselves with your pastimes anc
fancies. Ye welcomed Him not, neither did pelk His Presence, that ye might hear the verses of
God from His own mouth, and partake of the manifold wisdom of the Almighty, the All
Glorious, the AlWise. Ye have, by reason of your failure, hindered the breath of God from
being wafted over you, and Ve withheld from your souls the sweetness of its fragrance. Ye
continue roving with delight in the valley of your corrupt desires. Ye, and all ye possess, shal
pass away. Ye shall, most certainly, return to God, and shall be called to account for ygsir doi
in the presence of Him Who shall gather together the entire creation...

Twenty years have passed, O kings, during which We have, each day, tasted the agony of a fre
tribulation. No one of them that were before Us hath endured the things We havedendu
Would that ye could perceive it! They that rose up against Us have put us to death, have shed ©
blood, have plundered our property, and violated our honor. Though aware of most of ou
afflictions, ye, nevertheless, have failed to stay the handeddglgressor. For is it not your clear
duty to restrain the tyranny of the oppressor, and to deal equitably with your subjects, that yo
high sense of justice may be fully demonstrated to all mankind?

God hath committed into your hands the reins of theegoment of the people, that ye may rule
with justice over them, safeguard the rights of the dowdden, and punish the wronlgers. If

ye neglect the duty prescribed unto you by God in His Book, your names shall be numbered wit
those of the unjust in I8l sight. Grievous, indeed, will be your error. Cleave ye to that which
your imaginations have devised, and cast behind your backs the commandments of God, t
Most Exalted, the Inaccessible, the -8lbmpelling, the Almighty? Cast away the things ye
posses, and cling to that which God hath bidden you observe. Seek ye His grace, for he tha
seeketh it treadeth His straight Path.

Consider the state in which We are, and behold ye the ills and troubles that have tried Us
Neglect Us not, though it be for a ment, and judge ye between Us and Our enemies with
equity. This will, surely, be a manifest advantage unto you. Thus do We relate to you Our tal
and recount the things that have befallen Us, that ye might take off Our ills and ease Our burde
Let him wlo will, relieve Us from Our trouble; and as to him that willeth not, My Lord is
assuredly the best of helpers.

Warn and acquaint the people, O Servant, with the things We have sent down unto Thee, and

the fear of no one dismay Thee, and be Thou naherh that waver. The day is approaching
when God will have exalted His Cause and magnified His testimony in the eyes of all who are i
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the heavens and all who are on the earth. Place, in all circumstances, Thy whole trust in T
Lord, and fix Thy gaze upoHim, and turn away from all them that repudiate His truth. Let God,
Thy Lord, be Thy sufficing succorer and helper. We have pledged Ourselves to secure Th
triumph upon earth and to exalt Our Cause above all men, though no king be found who woul
turn his face towards Thee.
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CXVII: The Great Being, wishing to reveal the...

The Great Being, wishing to reveal the prerequisites of the peace and tranquillity of the worlc
and the advancement of its peoples, hath written: The time must come when the imperati
necessity for the holding of a vast, anaihbracing assemblage of men will be universally
realized. The rulers and kings of the earth must needs attend it, and, participating in it
deliberations, must consider such ways and means as will lay theafeundons of t h
Great Peace amongst men. Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve, fo
sake of the tranquillity of the peoples of the earth, to be fully reconciled among themselves
Should any king take up arms against anotakrshould unitedly arise and prevent him. If this

be done, the nations of the world will no longer require any armaments, except for the purpose ¢
preserving the security of their realms and of maintaining internal order within their territories.
This will ensure the peace and composure of every people, government and nation. We fai
would hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of the gracious and almighty na
of God, may attain unto this station, and shield mankind from the onslatightanny. ...The

day is approaching when all the peoples of the world will have adopted one universal languag
and one common script. When this is achieved, to whatsoever city a man may journey, it shall b
as if he were entering his own home. Thesegthiare obligatory and absolutely essential. It is
incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding to strive to translate that which hat
been written into reality and action.... That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself t
the service bthe entire human race. The Great Being saith: Blessed and happy is he that ariset
to promote the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth. In another passage He
proclaimed: It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own cgutttut rather for him who
loveth the whole world. The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.
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CXVIII: Lay not aside the fear of God, O kings of...

Lay not aside the fear of God, O kings of the earth, and beware that ye transgress natdbe bou
which the Almighty hath fixed. Observe the injunctions laid upon you in His Book, and take
good heed not to overstep their limits. Be vigilant, that ye may not do injustice to anyone, be it tc
the extent of a grain of mustard seed. Tread ye the patistafe, for this, verily, is the straight
path.

Compose your differences, and reduce your armaments, that the burden of your expenditurde
may be lightened, and that your minds and hearts may be tranquillized. Heal the dissensions t
divide you, and yewill no longer be in need of any armaments except what the protection of
your cities and territories demandeth. Fear ye God, and take heed not to outstrip the bounds
moderation, and be numbered among the extravagant.

We have learned that you are iresang your outlay every year, and are laying the burden
thereof on your subjects. This, verily, is more than they can bear, and is a grievous injustice
Decide justly between men, and be ye the emblems of justice amongst them. This, if ye judg
fairly, is the thing that behoveth you, and beseemeth your station.

Beware not to deal unjustly with any one that appealeth to you, and entereth beneath yo
shadow. Walk ye in the fear of God, and be ye of them that lead a godly life. Rest not on you
power, your amies, and treasures. Put your whole trust and confidence in God, Who hath
created you, and seek ye His help in all your affairs. Succor cometh from Him alone. He
succoreth whom He will with the hosts of the heavens and of the earth.

Know ye that the poaaire the trust of God in your midst. Watch that ye betray not His trust, that
ye deal not unjustly with them and that ye walk not in the ways of the treacherous. Ye will mos
certainly be called upon to answer for His trust on the day when the Balancstio¢ $hall be

set, the day when unto every one shall be rendered his due, when the doings of all men, be t
rich or poor, shall be weighed.

If ye pay no heed unto the counsels which, in peerless and unequivocal language, We ha
revealed in this Tablie Divine chastisement shall assail you from every direction, and the
sentence of His justice shall be pronounced against you. On that day ye shall have no power
resist Him, and shall recognize your own impotence. Have mercy on yourselves and on thos
beneath you. Judge ye between them according to the precepts prescribed by God in His mc
holy and exalted Tablet, a Tablet wherein He hath assigned to each and every thing its settlé
measure, in which He hath given, with distinctness, an explanatidhtbings, and which is in

itself a monition unto them that believe in Him.

Examine Our Cause, inquire into the things that have befallen Us, and decide justly between

and Our enemies, and be ye of them that act equitably towards their neighbastaly yet the
hand of the oppressor, if ye fail to safeguard the rights of the -tl@aden, what right have ye
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then to vaunt yourselves among men? What is it of which ye can rightly boast? Is it on your fooc
and your drink that ye pride yourselves, on tiehes ye lay up in your treasuries, on the
diversity and the cost of the ornaments with which ye deck yourselves? If true glory were tc
consist in the possession of such perishable things, then the earth on which ye walk must nee
vaunt itself over youpecause it supplieth you, and bestoweth upon you, these very things, by the
decree of the Almighty. In its bowels are contained, according to what God hath ordained, al
that ye possess. From it, as a sign of His mercy, ye derive your riches. Beholduhstate, the

thing in which ye glory! Would that ye could perceive it!

Nay! By Him Who holdeth in His grasp the kingdom of the entire creation! Nowhere doth your
true and abiding glory reside except in your firm adherence unto the precepts of God, you
wholehearted observance of His laws, your resolution to see that they do not remain unenforce
and to pursue steadfastly the right course.
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CXIX: O ye rulers of the earth! Wherefore have...

O ye rulers of the earth! Wherefore have ye clouded the radiainthe Sun, and caused it to

cease from shining? Hearken unto the counsel given you by the Pen of the Most High, that hap
both ye and the poor may attain unto tranquillity and peace. We beseech God to assist the kinjis
of the earth to establish peaceearth. He, verily, doth what He willeth.

O kings of the earth! We see you increasing every year your expenditures, and laying the burde
thereof on your subjects. This, verily, is wholly and grossly unjust. Fear the sighs and tears @
this wronged One,ral lay not excessive burdens on your peoples. Do not rob them to rear
palaces for yourselves; nay rather choose for them that which ye choose for yourselves. Thus
unfold to your eyes that which profiteth you, if ye but perceive. Your people are yasuries.
Beware lest your rule violate the commandments of God, and ye deliver your wards to the hanc
of the robber. By them ye rule, by their means ye subsist, by their aid ye conquer. Yet, ho
disdainfully ye look upon them! How strange, how very strnge

Now that ye have refused the Most Great Peace, hold ye fast unto this, the Lesser Peace, tig
haply ye may in some degree better your own condition and that of your dependents.

O rulers of the earth! Be reconciled among yourselves, that ye may neadrecarmaments
save in a measure to safeguard your territories and dominions. Beware lest ye disregard t
counsel of the AlKnowing, the Faithful.

Be united, O kings of the earth, for thereby will the tempest of discord be stilled amongst you

and yourpeoples find rest, if ye be of them that comprehend. Should any one among you take u
arms against another, rise ye all against him, for this is naught but manifest justice.
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CXX: O ye the elected representatives of the people...

O ye the elected repragatives of the people in every land! Take ye counsel together, and let
your concern be only for that which profiteth mankind, and bettereth the condition thereof, if ye
be of them that scan heedfully. Regard the world as the human body which, thoeginesttion
whole and perfect, hath been afflicted, through various causes, with grave disorders an
maladies. Not for one day did it gain ease, nay its sickness waxed more severe, as it fell und
the treatment of ignorant physicians, who gave full reithér personal desires, and have erred
grievously. And if, at one time, through the care of an able physician, a member of that body wa
healed, the rest remained afflicted as before. Thus informeth you tK@@&Wing, the AllWise.

We behold it, in ths day, at the mercy of rulers so drunk with pride that they cannot discern
clearly their own best advantage, much less recognize a Revelation so bewildering an
challenging as this. And whenever any one of them hath striven to improve its condition, his
mative hath been his own gain, whether confessedly so or not; and the unworthiness of thi
motive hath limited his power to heal or cure.

That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign remedy and mightiest instrument for th
healing of all the world ishe union of all its peoples in one universal Cause, one common Faith.
This can in no wise be achieved except through the power of a skilled,-powaitful and
inspired Physician. This, verily, is the truth, and all else naught but error.
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CXXI: Say: O ye that envy Me and seek My hurt!...

Say: O ye that envy Me and seek My hurt! The fury of your wrath against Me confound you! Lo,
the Day Star of Glory hath risen above the horizon of My Revelation, and enveloped with its
radiance the whole of mankind. Aryet, behold how ye have shut out yourselves from its
splendor and are sunk in utter heedlessness. Have mercy upon yourselves, and repudiate not [he
claim of Him Whose truth ye have already recognized, and be not of them that transgress.

By the righteousess of the one true God! If ye reject this Revelation, all the nations of the earth
will laugh you to scorn and mock you, for it is you that have produced, before their eyes, and fo
the purpose of vindicating the truth of your Cause, the testimoniesodf the Sovereign
Protector, the Most Powerful, the ABlorious, the A#Knowing. And yet, no sooner was His
subsequent Revelation, clothed with the glory of art@ihpelling sovereignty, sent down unto
you, than ye cast it behind your backs, O ye trenhambered with the heedless ones!

What! Believe ye in your hearts that ye possess the power to extinguish the radiance of the S
or to eclipse its splendor? Nay, by My life! Ye will never and can never achieve your purpose
though ye summon to yourdaall that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. Walk ye in
the fear of God, and render not your works vain. Incline your ears to His words, and be not o
them that are shut out as by a veil from Him. Say: God is My witness! | have wished nothing
whatever for Myself. What | have wished is the victory of God and the triumph of His Cause. He
is Himself a sufficient withess between you and Me. Were ye to cleanse your eyes, ye woulg
readily perceive how My deeds testify to the truth of My words, hopwidrds are a guide to

My deeds.

Blinded are your eyes! Perceived ye not the greatness of the power of God and of His
sovereignty? Beheld ye not His majesty and glory? Woe unto you, ye congregation of the
malicious and envious! Hearken unto My speech, t@and/ not though it be for less than a
moment. Thus biddeth you He Who is the Beauty of thevidiciful, that haply ye may detach
yourselves from the things ye possess, and ascend to the heights from which ye can discover e
whole creation sheltered beath the shadow of His Revelation.

Say: There is no place of refuge for you, no asylum to which ye can flee, no one to defend or t
protect you in this Day from the fury of the wrath of God and from His vehement power, unless
and until ye seek the shad@ivHis Revelation. This, indeed, is His Revelation which hath been
manifested unto you in the person of this Youth. Glorified, then, be God for so effulgent, so
precious, so wondrous a vision.

Detach yourselves from all else but Me, and turn your faceartts My face, for better is this

for you than the things ye possess. The Tongue of God testifieth to the truth of My words
through Mine own Word that speaketh the truth, and embraceth and comprehendeth all things.
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Say: Think ye that your allegiance tasHCause can ever profit Him, or your repudiation of its
truth cause Him any loss? No, by My Self, the-8llbduing, the Inaccessible, the Most High!
Tear ye asunder the veils of names and cleave ye their kingdom. By My Beauty! He Who is th
Monarch of allnames is come, He at Whose bidding every single name hath, from the beginning
that hath no beginning, been created, He Who shall continue to create them as He pleaseth.
verily, is the AlkPowerful, the AlWise.

Beware that ye divest not yourselvdgite raiment of Divine guidance. Drink ye your fill from
the Cup which the Youths of Heaven have raised above your heads. Thus biddeth you He W
hath more mercy upon you than your own selves, He Who asketh not any recompense or thanfs
from you. His rewat is from Him Who hath, through the power of truth, sent Him down unto
you, and singled Him out and proclaimed Him as His own Testimony unto the whole of creation
He it is Who hath empowered Him to manifest all His signs. Repeat the gaze, that ye ma
pereive the things whereunto the Tongue of the Ancient of Days hath summoned you, that hapl
ye may be of them that have apprehended the truth. Heard it ye ever reported by your fathers
old, or by the generations that preceded them, even unto the finst, Akt any one coming in

the clouds of revelation, being invested with manifest and transcendent sovereignty, having o
his right hand the Kingdom of God and on his left all the power and glory of His everlasting
dominion, any one preceded by the host&sofl, the Almighty, the AHCompelling, the Most
Powerful, and uttering continually verses whose import the minds of the most learned and wises
of men are powerless to fathom, should yet be the bearer of a message that is not of God?
discerning, therand speak ye the truth, the very truth, if ye claim to be honest andnimgled.

Say: The verses We have revealed are as numerous as those which, in the preceding Revelat
were sent down upon the Béb. Let him that doubteth the words which the $aidohath
spoken seek the court of Our presence and hear Our divnadgled verses, and be an-eye
witness of the clear proof of Our claim.

Say: By the righteousness of the Almighty! The measure of the favors of God hath been fillec
up, His Word hath &en perfected, the light of His countenance hath been revealed, His
sovereignty hath encompassed the whole of creation, the glory of His Revelation hath been madg
manifest, and His bounties have rained upon all mankind.
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CXXII: Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a...

Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, deprived him of th
which he doth inherently possess. Through a word proceeding out of the mouth of God he we
called into being; by one word more he was guided togrze the Source of his education; by
yet another word his station and destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being saith: Regard man
a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasurej
and enable mankind to hefit therefrom. If any man were to meditate on that which the
Scriptures, sent down from the heaven of

the words “The Kingdom shall be God’ s”

bounty, of grace, and mercy may envelop all mankind. The one true God, exalted be His glor
hath wished nothing for Himself. The allegiance of mankind profiteth kidt, neither doth its
perversity harm Hi m. The Bird of the Real
things have | willed for thee, and t hwse, 1t
men of this age were to allow mankinditdale the fragrance of fellowship and love, every
understanding heart would apprehend the meaning of true liberty, and discover the secret
undisturbed peace and absolute composure. Were the earth to attain this station and be illumi
withits lightt coul d t hen be truly said of it: “Th
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CXXIIIl: The generations that have gone on before...

The generations that have gone on before-yohither are they fled? And those round whom in
life circled the fairesand the loveliest of the land, where now are they? Profit by their example,
O people, and be not of them that are gone astray.

Others ere long will lay hands on what ye possess, and enter into your habitations. Incline yo
ears to My words, and be naimbered among the foolish.

For every one of you his paramount duty is to choose for himself that on which no other ma
infringe and none usurp from him. Such a thirnd to this the Almighty is My witnessis the
love of God, could ye but perceive it.

Build ye for yourselves such houses as the rain and floods can never destroy, which shall prote

you from the changes and chances of this life. This is the instruction of Him Whom the world
hath wronged and forsaken.
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CXXIV: How wondrous is the unity of the Living,...

How wondrous is the unity of the Living, the Ex&biding God—a unity which is exalted above

all limitations, that transcendeth the comprehension of all created things! He hath, fro
everlasting, dwelt in His inaccessible habitation of hoBresd glory, and will unto everlasting
continue to be enthroned upon the heights of His independent sovereignty and grandeur. Ho
lofty hath been His incorruptible Essence, how completely independent of the knowledge of al
created things, and how immensekalted will it remain above the praise of all the inhabitants
of the heavens and the earth!

From the exalted source, and out of the essence of His favor and bounty He hath entrusted eve
created thing with a sign of His knowledge, so that none otidatures may be deprived of its
share in expressing, each according to its capacity and rank, this knowledge. This sign is t
mirror of His beauty in the world of creation. The greater the effort exerted for the refinement of
this sublime and noble mimothe more faithfully will it be made to reflect the glory of the
names and attributes of God, and reveal the wonders of His signs and knowledge. Every creat
thing will be enabled (so great is this reflecting power) to reveal the potentialities o&-its p
ordained station, wil!/l recognize its capac
verily, i1is God; there is none other God bes:s

There can be no doubt whatever that, in consequence of the efforts which every man ma
consdously exert and as a result of the exertion of his own spiritual faculties, this mirror can be
so cleansed from the dross of earthly defilements and purged from satanic fancies as to be able
draw nigh unto the meads of eternal holiness and attainotitscof everlasting fellowship. In
pursuance, however, of the principle that for every thing a time hath been fixed, and for ever
fruit a season hath been ordained, the latent energies of such a bounty can best be released,
the vernal glory of such gift can only be manifested, in the Days of God. Invested though each
day may be with its prer dai ned share of God’'s wondro
associated with the Manifestation of God possess a unique distinction and occupy a station whic
no mind can ever comprehend. Such is the virtue infused into them that if the hearts of all tha
dwell in the heavens and the earth were, in those days of everlasting delight, to be brought fac
to face with that Day Star of unfading glory and attuned to Wi, each would find itself
exalted above all earthly things, radiant with His light, and sanctified through His grace. All hail
to this grace which no blessing, however great, can excel, and all honor to such a loving
kindness the like of which the eyéareation hath not seen! Exalted is He above that which they
attribute unto Him or recount about Him!

It is for this reason that, in those days, no man shall ever stand in need of his neighbor. It ha
already been abundantly demonstrated that in tivatedy-appointed Day the majority of them

that have sought and attained His holy court have revealed such knowledge and wisdom, a dr
of which none else besides these holy and sanctified souls, however long he may have taught
studied, hath grasped oillever comprehend. It is by virtue of this power that the beloved of
God have, in the days of the Manifestation of the Day Star of Truth, been exalted above, an
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made independent of, all human learning. Nay, from their hearts and the springs of #teir inn
powers hath gushed out unceasingly the inmost essence of human learning and wisdom.

www.oceanoflights.org




CXXV: O My brother! When a true seeker determineth...

O My brother! When a true seeker determineth to take the step of search in the path leading u
the knowledgeof the Ancient of Days, he must, before all else, cleanse his heart, which is the
seat of the revelation of the inner mysteries of God, from the obscuring dust of all acquirec
knowledge, and the allusions of the embodiments of satanic fancy. He musthpulgeast,
which is the sanctuary of the abiding love of the Beloved, of every defilement, and sanctify his
soul from all that pertaineth to water and clay, from all shadowy and ephemeral attachments.
must so cleanse his heart that no remnant of ditkeror hate may linger therein, lest that love
blindly incline him to error, or that hate repel him away from the truth. Even as thou dost witness
in this Day how most of the people, because of such love and hate, are bereft of the immort
Face, have styed far from the Embodiments of the Divine mysteries, and, shepherdless, are
roaming through the wilderness of oblivion and error.

That seeker must, at all times, put his trust in God, must renounce the peoples of the earth, m
detach himself from thesorld of dust, and cleave unto Him Who is the Lord of Lords. He must
never seek to exalt himself above any one, must wash away from the tablet of his heart eve
trace of pride and vaiglory, must cling unto patience and resignation, observe silence and
refrain from idle talk. For the tongue is a smoldering fire, and excess of speech a deadly poiso
Material fire consumeth the body, whereas the fire of the tongue devoureth both heart and so
The force of the former lasteth but for a time, whilst tliea#$ of the latter endureth a century.

That seeker should, also, regard backbiting as grievous error, and keep himself aloof from it
dominion, inasmuch as backbiting quencheth the light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life o
the soul. He should beontent with little, and be freed from all inordinate desire. He should
treasure the companionship of them that have renounced the world, and regard avoidance
boastful and worldly people a precious benefit. At the dawn of every day he should commung
with God, and, with all his soul, persevere in the quest of his Beloved. He should consume eve
wayward thought with the flame of His loving mention, and, with the swiftness of lightning, pass
by all else save Him. He should succor the dispossessed, andamigveld his favor from the
destitute. He should show kindness to animals, how much more unto hisfigiowo him who

is endowed with the power of utterance. He should not hesitate to offer up his life for his
Beloved, nor allow the censure of the pleoto turn him away from the Truth. He should not
wish for others that which he doth not wish for himself, nor promise that which he doth not fulfil.
With all his heart he should avoid fellowship with edders, and pray for the remission of their
sins.He should forgive the sinful, and never despise his low estate, for none knoweth what his
own end shall be. How often hath a sinner attained, at the hour of death, to the essence of fai
and, quaffing the immortal draught, hath taken his flight untcCivecourse on high! And how
often hath a devout believer, at the hour
the nethermost fire!
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Our purpose in revealing these convincing and weighty utterances is to impress upon the seek
that he showd regard all else beside God as transient, and count all things save Him, Who is th
Object of all adoration, as utter nothingness.

These are among the attributes of the exalted, and constitute threahlalbf the spiritually
minded. They have alreadydsementioned in connection with the requirements of the wayfarers
that tread the path of Positive Knowledge. When the detached wayfarer and sincere seeker he
fulfilled these essential conditions, then and only then can he be called a true seeke
Whensog er he hath fulfilled the conditions i
Us,” he shall enjoy the blessings conferrecd
hi m."”

Only when the lamp of search, of earnest striving, of longing dedfingassionate devotion, of
fervid | ove, of rapture, and ecstasy, is kK
loving-kindness is wafted upon his soul, will the darkness of error be dispelled, the mists of
doubts and misgivings be dissipdteand the lights of knowledge and certitude envelop his
being. At that hour will the Mystic Herald, bearing the joyful tidings of the Spirit, shine forth
from the City of God resplendent as the morn, and, through the trdoiaseof knowledge, will
awaken the heart, the soul, and the spirit from the slumber of heedlessness. Then will the
manifold favors and outpouring grace of the holy and everlasting Spirit confer such new life
upon the seeker that he will find himself endowed with a new eye, a newrear, heart, and a

new mind. He will contemplate the manifest signs of the universe, and will penetrate the hidde
mysteries of the soul. Gazing with the eye of God, he will perceive within every atom a door tha
leadeth him to the stations of absolutetitgie. He will discover in all things the mysteries of
Divine Revelation, and the evidences of an everlasting Manifestation.

| swear by God! Were he that treadeth the path of guidance and seeketh to scale the heights
righteousness to attain unto tig®rious and exalted station, he would inhale, at a distance of a
thousand leagues, the fragrance of God, and would perceive the resplendent morn of a Divi
guidance rising above the Day Spring of all things. Each and every thing, however small, woulc
beto him a revelation, leading him to his Beloved, the Object of his quest. So great shall be th
discernment of this seeker that he will discriminate between truth and falsehood, even as he do
distinguish the sun from shadow. If in the uttermost cornktiseoEast the sweet savors of God

be wafted, he will assuredly recognize and inhale their fragrance, even though he be dwelling i
the uttermost ends of the West. He will, likewise, clearly distinguish all the signs efgisd
wondrous utterances, His gteworks, and mighty deeddrom the doings, the words and ways

of men, even as the jeweler who knoweth the gem from the stone, or the man who distinguishe
the spring from autumn, and heat from cold. When the channel of the human soul is cleansed
all worldly and impeding attachments, it will unfailingly perceive the breath of the Beloved
across immeasurable distances, and will, led by its perfume, attain and enter the City o
Certitude.

Therein he will discern the wonders of His ancient Wisdom, andperceive all the hidden
teachings from the rustling leaves of the Tree that flourisheth in that City. With both his inner
and outer ear, he will hear from its dust the hymns of glory and praise ascending unto the Lord ¢
Lords, and with hisinnereyewil he di scover the mysteries
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How unspeakably glorious are the signs, the tokens, the revelations, and splendors which H
Who is the King of Names and Attributes, hath destined for that City! The attainment unto thi
City quench#&n thirst without water, and kindleth the love of God without fire. Within every
blade of grass are enshrined the mysteries of an inscrutable Wisdom, and upon exmrgh@se
myriad nightingales pour out, in blissful rapture, their melody. Its wondnaigss tunfold the
mystery of the undying Fire in the Burning Bush, and its sweet savors of holiness breathe th
perfume of the Messianic Spirit. It bestoweth wealth without gold, and conferreth immortality
without death. In each one of its leaves ineffatddights are treasured, and within every
chamber unnumbered mysteries lie hidden.

They that valiantly labor in quest of God, will, when once they have renounced all else but Him
be so attached and wedded unt o twowadto tiembe ,
unthinkable. They will hearken unto infallible proofs from the Hyacinth of that assembly, and
will receive the surest testimonies from the beauty of its Rose, and the melody of its Nightingal
Once in about a thousand years shall thig B& renewed and readorned....

That City is none other than the Word of God revealed in every age and dispensation. In the daj
of Moses it was the Pentateuch; i n the day
Messenger of @Gdhts daytthe Baydp;uand irdthe; Dispensation of Him Whom
God will make manifest, His own Boekthe Book unto which all the Books of former
Dispensations must needs be referred, the Book that standeth amongst them all transcendent ¢
supreme.
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CXXVI: To whatever place We may be banished,...

To whatever place We may be banished, however great the tribulation We may suffer, they wh
are the people of God must, with fixed resolve and perfect confidence, keep their eyes directe
towards the Day Spring of Ggrand be busied in whatever may be conducive to the betterment
of the world and the education of its peoples. All that hath befallen Us in the past hath advance
the interests of Our Revelation and blazoned its fame; and all that may befall Us in the futu
will have a like result. Cling ye, with your inmost hearts, to the Cause of God, a Cause that hat
been sent down by Him Who is the Ordainer, theVite. We have, with the utmost kindliness
and mercy, summoned and directed all peoples and natidmat which shall truly profit them.

The Day Star of Truth that shineth in its meridian splendor beareth Us witness! They who are th
people of God have no ambition except to revive the world, to ennoble its life, and regenerate it
peoples. Truthfulness drgoodwill have, at all times, marked their relations with all men. Their
outward conduct is but a reflection of their inward life, and their inward life a mirror of their
outward conduct. No veil hideth or obscureth the verities on which their Faittaislished.
Before the eyes of all men these verities have been laid bare, and can be unmistakab
recognized. Their very acts attest the truth of these words.

Every discerning eye can, in this Day, yper (
attentive ear can recognize the Voice that was heard from the Burning Bush. Such is the rushi
of the waters of Divine mercy, that He Who is the Day Spring of the signs of God and the
Revealer of the evidences of His glory is without veil or concealassuciating and conversing
with the peoples of the earth and its kindreds. How numerous are those who, with hearts inte
upon malice, have sought Our Presence, and departed from it loyal and loving friends! Th
portals of grace are wide open before theefof all men. In Our outward dealings with them We
have treated alike the righteous and the sinner, that perchance tumezvihay attain the

|l i mitless ocean of Divine forgiveness. OQur
men that the frowa hath imagined himself to be numbered with the pious. No man that seeketh
Us will We ever disappoint, neither shall he that hath set his face towards Us be denied acce
unto Our court....

O friends! Help ye the one true God, exalted be His glory, hy gwodly deeds, by such
conduct and character as shall be acceptable in His sight. He that seeketh to be a helper of Goc
this Day, let him close his eyes to whatever he may possess, and open them to the things of G
Let him cease to occupy himselftivithat which profiteth him, and concern himself with that
which shall exalt the atompelling nhame of the Almighty. He should cleanse his heart from all
evil passions and corrupt desires, for the fear of God is the weapon that can render hi
victorious,the primary instrument whereby he can achieve his purpose. The fear of God is the
shield that defendeth His Cause, the buckler that enableth His people to attain to victory. It is
standard that no man can abase, a force that no power can rival. Ry asdiiby the leave of

Him Who is the Lord of Hosts, they that have drawn nigh unto God have been able to subdu
and conquer the citadels of the hearts of men.
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CXXVII: If it be your wish, O people, to know...

If it be your wish, O people, to know God ateddiscover the greatness of His might, look, then,
upon Me with Mine own eyes, and not with the eyes of any one besides Me. Ye will, otherwise
be never capable of recognizing Me, though ye ponder My Cause as long as My Kingdo
endureth, and meditate upaf created things throughout the eternity of God, the Sovereign
Lord of all, the Omnipotent, the Evé&biding, the AllWise. Thus have We manifested the truth

of Our Revelation, that haply the people may be roused from their heedlessness, and be of the
that understand.

Behold the low estate of these men who know full well how | have offered up Mine own Self
and My kindred in the path of God and for the preservation of their faith in Him, who are well
aware how Mine enemies have compassed Me about idays when the hearts of men feared
and trembled, the days when they hid themselves from the eyes of the loved ones of God and
His enemies, and were busied in ensuring their own security and peace.

We eventually succeeded in manifesting the Cause aaf, @nd exalted it to so eminent a
position that all the people, except those who cherishadlilln their hearts against this Youth

and joined partners with the Almighty, acknowledged the sovereignty of God and His mighty
dominion. And yet, notwithstaling this Revelation whose influence hath pervaded all created
things, and despite the brightness of this Light, the like of which none of them hath ever behelc
witness how the people of the Bayan have denied and contended with Me. Some have turnds
away fom the Path of God, rejected the authority of Him in Whom they had believed, and actec
insolently towards God, the Most Powerful, the Supreme Protector, the Most Exalted, the Mos
Great. Others hesitated and halted in His Path, and regarded the CaliseCoédtor, in its
inmost truth, as invalid unless substantiated by the approval of him who was created through t
operation of My Will. Thus have their works come to naught, and yet they failed to perceive it.
Among them is he who sought to measure Gatth #he measure of his own self, and was so
misled by the names of God as to rise up against Me, who condemned Me as one that deservec
be put to death, and who imputed to Me the very offenses of which he himself was guilty.

Wherefore, do | plead My gf and My sorrow to Him Who created Me and entrusted Me with
His Message. Unto Him do | render thanks and praise for the things He hath ordained, for M
loneliness, and the anguish | suffer at the hands of these men who have strayed so far from Hi
| havepatiently sustained, and will continue to sustain, the tribulation that touched Me, and will
put My whole trust and confidence in God. Him will | supplicate saying: Guide Thy servants, O
My Lord, unto the court of Thy favor and bounty, and suffer themtadde deprived of the
wonders of Thy grace and of Thy manifold blessings. For they know not what Thou hast
ordained for them by virtue of Thy mercy that encompasseth the whole of creation. Outwardly
O Lord, they are weak and helpless; inwardly they ateopphans. Thou art the ABountiful,

the Munificent, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Cast not, O My God, the fury of Thy wrath
upon them, and cause them to tarry until such time when the wonders of Thy mercy will have
been made manifest, that haplgyhmay return unto Thee, and ask forgiveness of Thee for the
things they have committed against Thee. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, tihédeidiiful.
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CXXVIII: Say: Doth it beseem a man while claiming...

Say: Doth it beseem a man while claiming to blbower of his Lord, the AHMerciful, he
should yet in his heart do the very deeds of the Evil One? Nay, it ill beseemeth him, and to thi
He Who is the Beauty of the AGlorious will bear Me witness. Would that ye could
comprehend it!

Cleanse from yar hearts the love of worldly things, from your tongues every remembrance
except His remembrance, from your entire being whatsoever may deter you from beholding Hi
face, or may tempt you to follow the promptings of your evil and corrupt inclination€sdgbt

be your fear, O people, and be ye of them that tread the path of righteousness.

Say: Should your conduct, O people, contradict your professions, how think ye, then, to be abl
to distinguish yourselves from them who, though professing their faitheirLord their God,
have, as soon as He came unto them in the cloud of holiness, refused to acknowledge Him, a
repudiated His truth? Disencumber yourselves of all attachment to this world and the vanitie
thereof. Beware that ye approach them not, inabnasahey prompt you to walk after your own
lusts and covetous desires, and hinder you from entering the straight and glorious Path.

Know ye that by “the world” is meant your
absorption in aught else but Him.khe “1 i fe to come,” on the ot
give you a safe approach to God, the-@lbrious, the Incomparable. Whatsoever deterreth you,
in this Day, from loving God is nothing but the world. Flee it, that ye may be numberedh&vith t
blest. Should a man wish to adorn himself with the ornaments of the earth, to wear its apparel
or partake of the benefits it can bestow, no harm can befall him, if he alloweth nothing whateve
to intervene between him and God, for God hath ordained/egood thing, whether created in

the heavens or in the earth, for such of His servants as truly believe in Him. Eat ye, O people, ¢
the good things which God hath allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from His wondrous

bounties. Render thanks and peaunto Him, and be of them that are truly thankful.

O thou that hast fled thy home and sought the presence of God! Proclaim unto men the Messa
of thy Lord, that it may haply deter them from following the promptings of their evil and corrupt
desires, ath bring them to the remembrance of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Say: Fea
God, O people, and refrain from shedding the blood of any one. Contend not with your neighbo
and be ye of them that do good. Beware that ye commit no disorders ontthafesarit hath

been well ordered, and follow not the footsteps of them that are gone astray.

Whoso ariseth among you to teach the Cause of his Lord, let him, before all else, teach his o
self, that his speech may attract the hearts of them thatineddhless he teacheth his own self,

the words of his mouth will not influence the heart of the seeker. Take heed, O people, lest ye L
of them that give good counsel to others but forget to follow it themselves. The words of such a
these, and beyond theords the realities of all things, and beyond these realities the angels that
are nigh unto God, bring against them the accusation of falsehood.
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Should such a man ever succeed in influencing any one, this success should be attributed not
him, but ratheto the influence of the words of God, as decreed by Him Who is the Almighty,
the All-Wise. In the sight of God he is regarded as a lamp that imparteth its light, and yet is al
the while being consumed within itself.

Say: Commit not, O people, that whiwill bring shame upon you or dishonor the Cause of God
in the eyes of men, and be not of the misecmekers. Approach not the things which your
minds condemn. Eschew all manner of wickedness, for such things are forbidden unto you in t
Book which nonetouch except such as God hath cleansed from every taint of guilt, and
numbered among the purified.

Be fair to yourselves and to others, that the evidences of justice may be revealed, through yo
deeds, among Our faithful servants. Beware lest ye eritropon the substance of your
neighbor. Prove yourselves worthy of his trust and confidence in you, and withhold not from the
poor the gifts which the grace of God hath bestowed upon you. He, verily, shall recompense t
charitable, and doubly repay thenr fwhat they have bestowed. No God is there but Him. All
creation and its empire are His. He bestoweth His gifts on whom He will, and from whom He
will He withholdeth them. He is the Great Giver, the Most Generous, the Benevolent.

Say: Teach ye the Cause@od, O people of Baha, for God hath prescribed unto every one the
duty of proclaiming His Message, and regardeth it as the most meritorious of all deeds. Such
deed is acceptable only when he that teacheth the Cause is already a firm believer ie God, t
Supreme Protector, the Gracious, the Almighty. He hath, moreover, ordained that His Cause

taught through the power of men’s utteranc
ordinance been sent down from the Kingdom of Him Who is the Mxaltdel, the AlWise.
Beware lest ye contend with any one, nay, strive to make him aware of the truth with kindl
manner and most convincing exhortation. If your hearer respond, he will have responded to h
own behoof, and if not, turn ye away from himd set your faces towa
the seat of resplendent holiness.

Dispute not with any one concerning the things of this world and its affairs, for God hath
abandoned them to such as have set their affection upon them. Out of the wholEevioatih
chosen for Himself the hearts of mehearts which the hosts of revelation and of utterance can
subdue. Thus hath it been ordained by the
decree, by the behest of Him Who is the Supreme Ordaime=All-Knowing.
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CXXIX: O wayfarer in the path of God! Take...

O wayfarer in the path of God! Take thou thy portion of the ocean of His grace, and deprive no
thyself of the things that lie hidden in its depths. Be thou of them that have partaken of i
treasures. A dewdrop out of this ocean would, if shed upon all that are in the heavens and on tig
earth, suffice to enrich them with the bounty of God, the Almighty, th&kAdlwing, the All
Wise. With the hands of renunciation draw forth from its-¢jfeing waters, and sprinkle
therewith all created things, that they may be cleansed from alhmade limitations and may
approach the mighty seat of God, this hallowed and resplendent Spot.

Be not grieved if thou performest it thyself alone. Let God Ibsudficient for thee. Commune
intimately with His Spirit, and be thou of the thankful. Proclaim the Cause of thy Lord unto all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. Should any man respond to thy call, lay bare before h
the pearls of the wisdom ofd@h_ord, thy God, which His Spirit hath sent down unto thee, and be
thou of them that truly believe. And should any one reject thine offer, turn thou away from him,
and put thy trust and confidence in the Lord, thy God, the Lord of all worlds.

By the rightousness of God! Whoso openeth his lips in this Day and maketh mention of the
name of his Lord, the hosts of Divine inspiration shall descend upon him from the heaven of M
name, the AHKnowing, the AllWise. On him shall also descend the Concourse dm leiach
bearing aloft a chalice of pure | ight. Th
Revelation, by the behest of Him Who is the-Blbrious, the Most Powerful.

There lay concealed within the Holy Vell, and prepared for the service ofaGmanpany of His
chosen ones who shall be manifested unto men, who shall aid His Cause, who shall be afraid
no one, though the entire human race rise up and war against them. These are the ones w
before the gaze of the dwellers on earth and thezeesiof heaven, shall arise and, shouting
aloud, acclaim the name of the Almighty, and summon the children of men to the path of God
the All-Glorious, the AllPraised. Walk thou in their way, and let no one dismay thee. Be of them
whom the tumult of the arld, however much it may agitate them in the path of their Creator,
can never sadden, whose purpose the blame of the blamer will never defeat.

Go forth with the Tablet of God and His signs, and rejoin them that have believed in Me, anc
announce unto thertidings of Our most holy Paradise. Warn, then, those that have joined
partners with Him. Say: | am come to you, O people, from the Throne of glory, and bear you a
announcement from God, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. In mine hand
carry the testimony of God, your Lord and the Lord of your sires of old. Weigh it with the just
Balance that ye possess, the Balance of the testimony of the Prophets and Messengers of Goc
ye find it to be established in truth, if ye believe it to b&ofl, beware, then, lest ye cavil at it,
and render your works vain, and be numbered with the infidels. It is indeed the sign of God tha
hath been sent down through the power of truth, through which the validity of His Cause hat
been demonstrated unto sHcreatures, and the ensigns of purity lifted up betwixt earth and
heaven.
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Say: This iIis the sealed and mystic Scroll,
words which the Finger of Holiness hath traced, that lay wrapt within the venpeetrable
mystery, and hath now been sent down as a token of the grace of Him Who is the Almighty, th
Ancient of Days. In it have We decreed the destinies of all the dwellers of the earth and the
denizens of heaven, and written down the knowledgdl dhiags from first to last. Nothing
whatsoever can escape or frustrate Him, whether created in the past or to be created in the fut
could ye but perceive it.

Say: The Revelation sent down by God hath most surely been repeated, and the outstretch
Hand of Our power hath overshadowed all that are in the heavens and all that are on the ear
We have, through the power of truth, the very truth, manifested an infinitesimal glimmer of Our
impenetrable Mystery, and lo, they that have recognized the cadiainthe Sinaic splendor
expired, as they caught a lightening glimpse of this Crimson Light enveloping the Sinai of Ou
Revelation. Thus hath He Who is the Beauty of theMddkciful come down in the clouds of His
testimony, and the decree accomplishedibyie of the Will of God, the AliGlorious, the AH

Wise.

Say: Step out of Thy holy chamber, O Maid of Heaven, inmate of the Exalted Paradise! Drapt
thyself in whatever manner pleaseth Thee in the silken Vesture of Immortality, and put on, in the
name & the All-Glorious, the broidered Robe of Light. Hear, then, the sweet, the wondrous
accent of the Voice that cometh from the Throne of Thy Lord, the Inaccessible, the Most High
Unveil Thy face, and manifest the beauty of the blagd Damsel, and suffeot the servants

of God to be deprived of the light of Thy shining countenance. Grieve not if Thou hearest the

sighs of the dwellers of the earth, or the voice of the lamentation of the denizens of heave
Leave them to perish on the dust of extinctioset them be reduced to nothingness, inasmuch as
the flame of hatred hath been kindled within their breasts. Intone, then, before the face of th
peoples of earth and heaven, and in a most melodious voice, the anthem of praise, for
remembrance of Him Whaosithe King of the names and attributes of God. Thus have We
decreed Thy destiny. Well able are We to achieve Our purpose.

Beware that Thou divest not Thyself, Thou Who art the Essence of Purity, of Thy robe of
effulgent glory. Nay, enrich Thyself increagly, in the kingdom of creation, with the
incorruptible vestures of Thy God, that the beauteous image of the Almighty may be reflectec
through Thee in all created things and the grace of Thy Lord be infused in the plenitude of it
power into the entire eation.

If Thou smellest from any one the smell of the love of Thy Lord, offer up Thyself for him, for
We have created Thee to this end, and have covenanted with Thee, from time immemorial, a
in the presence of the congregation of Our vialored onesfor this very purpose. Be not
impatient if the blind in heart hurl down the shafts of their idle fancies upon Thee. Leave them tc
themselves, for they follow the promptings of the evil ones.

Cry out before the gaze of the dwellers of heaven and of daath:the Maid of Heaven, the
Offspring begotten by the Spirit of Baha. My habitation is the Mansion of His Name, the All
Glorious. Before the Concourse on high | was adorned with the ornament of His names. | wa
wrapt within the veil of an inviolable seaty, and lay hidden from the eyes of men. Methinks
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that | heard a Voice of divine and incomparable sweetness, proceeding from the right hand of t
God of Mercy, and lo, the whole Paradise stirred and trembled before Me, in its longing to hea
its accentsand gaze on the beauty of Him that uttered them. Thus have We revealed in this
luminous Tablet, and in the sweetest of languages, the verses which the Tongue of Eternity wi
moved to utterAsmdn t he Qayyumu’ |

Say: He ordaineth as He pleaseth, byuardf His sovereignty, and doeth whatsoever He willeth
at His own behest. He shall not be asked of the things it pleaseth Him to ordain. He, in truth, i
the Unrestrained, the ARPowerful, the AlWise.

They that have disbelieved in God and rebelledregailis sovereignty are the helpless victims

of their corrupt inclinations and desires. These shall return to their abode in the fire of hell:
wretched is the abode of the deniers!
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CXXX: Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in...

Be generous in prospty, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and
look upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to th
rich, an answerer of the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thg.@edfair in thy
judgment, and guarded in thy speech. Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men.
as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a have
for the distressed, an upholder and defermfethe victim of oppression. Let integrity and
uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tow
of strength for the fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring.
Be an onament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity, a pillar of the temple
of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice,
luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew to the soil of the inumeart, an ark on the ocean of
knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom, a shining light in th
firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility.
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CXXXI: The Pen of the Ancient King hath never...

The Pen oftie Ancient King hath never ceased to remember the loved ones of God. At one time
rivers of mer cy have streamed from His P
perspicuous Book hath been revealed. He is the One to Whom none can compare, Whoi
utterarte mortal man can never rival. He it is Who from everlasting hath been established upo
the seat of ascendancy and might, He from Whose lips have gone out counsels that can sati
the needs of the whole of mankind, and admonitions that can profit them.

The One true God beareth Me witness, and His creatures will testify, that not for a moment did
allow Myself to be hidden from the eyes of men, nor did | consent to shield My person from thei
injury. Before the face of all men | have arisen, and biddem ttulfil My pleasure. My object is
none other than the betterment of the world and the tranquillity of its peoples. THeewgllof
mankind, its peace and security, are unattainable unless and until its unity is firmly establishec
This unity can nevebe achieved so long as the counsels which the Pen of the Most High hath
revealed are suffered to pass unheeded.

Through the power of the words He hath uttered the whole of the human race can be illumine
with the light of unity, and the remembrance of Niame is able to set on fire the hearts of all
men, and burn away the veils that intervene between them and His glory. One righteous act
endowed with a potency that can so elevate the dust as to cause it to pass beyond the heave
heavens. It can teavery bond asunder, and hath the power to restore the force that hath spe
itself and vanished....

Be pure, O people of God, be pure; be righteous, be righteous.... Say: O people of God! Th
which can ensure the victory of Him Who is the Eternal Trhiilk, hosts and helpers on earth,
have been set down in the sacred Books and Scriptures, and are as clear and manifest as the
These hosts are such righteous deeds, such conduct and character, as are acceptable in His s
Whoso ariseth, in this Dayp aid Our Cause, and summoneth to his assistance the hosts of a
praiseworthy character and upright conduct, the influence flowing from such an action will, most
certainly, be diffused throughout the whole world.

www.oceanoflights.org




CXXXII: The Purpose of the one true God,exalted...

The Purpose of the one true God, exalted be His glory, in revealing Himself unto men is to la
bare those gems that lie hidden within the mine of their true and inmost selves. That the dive
communions of the earth, and the manifold systemelwfious belief, should never be allowed

to foster the feelings of animosity among men, is, in this Day, of the essence of the Faith of Go
and His Religion. These principles and laws, these fa@shablished and mighty systems, have
proceeded from onBource, and are the rays of one Light. That they differ one from another is to
be attributed to the varying requirements of the ages in which they were promulgated.

Gird up the loins of your endeavor, O people of Baha, that haply the tumult of religious
dissension and strife that agitateth the peoples of the earth may be stilled, that every trace of
may be completely obliterated. For the love of God, and them that serve Him, arise to aid thi
most sublime and momentous Revelation. Religious fanatiaishihatred are a worddevouring

fire, whose violence none can quench. The Hand of Divine power can, alone, deliver mankin(
from this desolating affliction....

The utterance of God is a lamp, whose light is these words: Ye are the fruits of one tree, and t
leaves of one branch. Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, wit
friendliness and fellowship. He Who is the Day Star of Truth beareth Me witness! So powerful is
the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth. The one @oe, He Who knoweth all
things, Himself testifieth to the truth of these words.

Exert yourselves that ye may attain this transcendent and most sublime station, the station t
can ensure the protection and security of all mankind. This goal exceltrthater goal, and

this aspiration is the monarch of all aspirations. So long, however, as the thick clouds o
oppression, which obscure the day star of justice, remain undispelled, it would be difficult for the
glory of this station to be unveiledtomes ey e s .

Consort with all men, O people of Bah4, in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship. If ye be aware
of a certain truth, if ye possess a jewel, of which others are deprived, share it with them in «
language of utmost kindliness and gewill. If it be accepted, if it fulfil its purpose, your object

is attained. If any one should refuse it, leave him unto himself, and beseech God to guide hi
Beware lest ye deal unkindly with him. A kindly tongue is the lodestone of the hearts of men. It
is the vead of the spirit, it clotheth the words with meaning, it is the fountain of the light of
wisdom and understanding....
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CXXXIIl: The ordinances of God have been sent...

The ordinances of God have been sent down from the heaven of His most augusitoRexdlat
must diligently observe them. Man’ s supr e mé
have always depended, and will continue to depend, upon them. Whoso keepeth th
commandments of God shall attain everlasting felicity.

A twofold obligation resteth upon him who hath recognized the Day Spring of the Unity of God,
and acknowledged the truth of Him Who is the Manifestation of His oneness. The first is
steadfastness in His love, such steadfastness that neither the clamor of the ertemyglaons

of the idle pretender can deter him from cleaving unto Him Who is the Eternal Truth, a
steadfastness that taketh no account of them whatever. The second is strict observance of
laws He hath prescribedlaws which He hath always ordained, amtl continue to ordain, unto
men, and through which the truth may be distinguished and separated from falsehood.
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CXXXIV: The first and foremost duty prescribed...

The first and foremost duty prescribed unto men, next to the recognition of Him Whe is th
Eternal Truth, is the duty of steadfastness in His Cause. Cleave thou unto it, and be of the
whose minds are firmly fixed and grounded in God. No act, however meritorious, did or can eve
compare unto it. It is the king of all acts, and to this thy Lahé All-Highest, the Most
Powerful, will testify....

The virtues and attributes pertaining unto God are all evident and manifest, and have bee
mentioned and described in all the heavenly Books. Among them are trustworthiness
truthfulness, purity of hert while communing with God, forbearance, resignation to whatever

the Almighty hath decreed, contentment with the things His Will hath provided, patience, nay,
thankfulness in the midst of tribulation, and complete reliance, in all circumstances, upon Him
These rank, according to the estimate of God, among the highest and most laudable of all acj§.
All other acts are, and will ever remain, secondary and subordinate unto them....

The spirit that animateth the human heart is the knowledge of God, anggsadorning is the
recognition of the truth that “He doeth
pl easeth.” IlIts raiment is the fear of God,
instructeth whosoever seeketh Him. He, yetibveth the one that turneth towards Him. There is
none other God but Him, the Forgiving, the Most Bountiful. All praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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CXXXV: O Letter of the Living! The ear of God...

O Letter of the Living! The ear of God hath héahy cry, and His eyes have beheld thy written
supplication. He is calling thee from His seat of glory, and is revealing unto thee the verses tha
have been sent down by Him Who is the Help in Peril, theSSdiisting.

Blessed art thou for having uttg abolished the idol of self and of vain imagination, and for
having rent asunder the veil of idle fancy, through the power of the might of thy Lord, the
Supreme Protector, the Almighty, the one Beloved. Thou art indeed to be numbered with tho
Lettersthat have excelled every other Letter. Wherefore thou hast been singled out by Goc
through the tongue of thy Lord, the Bab, the brightness of Whose countenance hath envelope
and will continue to envelop, the whole of creation. Render thanks unto thghymand
magnify His name, inasmuch as He hath aided thee to recognize a Cause that hath made
hearts of the inhabitants of the heavens and of the earth to tremble, that hath caused the deniz
of the Kingdoms of creation and of Revelation to cry ant] through which the hidden secrets
of men’s breasts have been searched out

Thy Lord, the Most High (the Bab), addresseth thee, from His Realm of glory, these words
Great is the blessedness that awaiteth thee, O Letter of the Livingpiohaist truly believed in

Me, hast refused to shame Me before the Concourse on high, hast fulfilled thy pledge, hast ca
away the veil of vain imaginings, and hast fixed thy gaze upon the Lord, thy God, the Lord of th

unseen and the seen, the Lord offhequented Fane. | am well pleased with thee, inasmuch as |

have found thy face beaming with light on the Day when faces have been made dismal a

turned black.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Did We not admonish you, in all Our Tablets and in all Our hidde
Scriptures, not to follow your evil passions and corrupt inclinations, but to keep your eyes
directed towards the Scene of transcendent glory, on the Day when the Most Mighty Balanc
shall be set, the Day when the sweet melodies of the Spirit of Godoshadlured out from the

right hand of the throne of your Lord, the omnipotent Protector, th@@Werful, the Holy of
Holies? Did We not forbid you to cleave to the things that would shut you out from the
Manifestation of our Beauty, in its subsequent &ation, be they the embodiments of the names
of God and all their glory, or the revealers of His attributes and their dominion? Behold, how, as
soon as | revealed Myself, ye have rejected My truth and turned away from Me, and been ¢
them that have regaed the signs of God as a play and pastime!

By My Beauty! Nothing whatsoever shall, in this Day, be accepted from you, though ye continue
to worship and prostrate yourselves before God throughout the eternity of His dominion. For al
things are dependenpaon His Will, and the worth of all acts is conditioned upon His acceptance
and pleasure. The whole universe is but a handful of clay in His grasp. Unless one recognize G¢
and love Him, his cry shall not be heard by God in this Day. This is of the esddfieFaith,

did ye but know it.
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Will ye be content with that which is like the vapor in a plain, and be willing to forgo the Ocean
Whose waters refresh, by virtue of the Will of God, the souls of men? Woe unto you, for having
repaid the bounty of God ti so vain and contemptible a thing! Ye are, indeed, of them that
have rejected Me in My previous Revelation. Would that your hearts could comprehend!

Arise, and, under the eyes of God, atone for your failures in duty towards Him. This is My
commandment nto you, were ye to incline your ears unto My commandment. By Mine own
Sel f! Neither the people of the Qur’ an, no
those of any other Book, have committed that which your hands have wrought. |, Mgself,
dedicated My whole life to the vindication of the truth of this Faith. I, Myself, have announced,
in all My Tablets, the advent of His Revelation. And yet, no sooner did He manifest Himself, in
His subsequent Revelation, clothed in the glory of Battbaarayed in the robe of His grandeur,
than ye rebelled against Him Who is the supreme Protector, th&@mdfsting. Beware, O
people! Be ye ashamed of that which hath befallen Me at your hands in the path of God. Tak
heed that ye be not of them thavk rejected that which hath been sent down unto them from
t he Heaven of God’s transcendent gl ory.

Such, O Letter of the Living, are the words which thy Lord hath spoken, and addressed unto the
from the realms above. Proclaim the words of thy Lord untoddrvants, that perchance they

may shake off their slumber, and ask pardon of God, Who hath formed and fashioned them, a
sent down unto them this most effulgent, this most holy, and manifest Revelation of His Beauty.
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CXXXVI: Say: Deliver your souls, O people, from...

Say: Deliver your souls, O people, from the bondage of self, and purify them from all attachmen
to anything besides Me. Remembrance of Me cleanseth all things from defilement, could ye b
perceive it. Say: Were all created things taehérely divested of the veil of worldly vanity and
desire, the Hand of God would in this Day
what soever He willeth in the kingdom of C
might be manifesteth all things. Exalted then be He, the Sovereign Lord of all, the Almighty,
the Supreme Protector, the Allorious, the Most Powerful.

Intone, O My servant, the verses of God that have been received by thee, as intoned by them
have drawn nigh unto ikh, that the sweetness of thy melody may kindle thine own soul, and
attract the hearts of all men. Whoso reciteth, in the privacy of his chamber, the verses reveale
by God, the scattering angels of the Almighty shall scatter abroad the fragrance ofrdse wo
uttered by his mouth, and shall cause the heart of every righteous man to throb. Though he me
at first, remain unaware of its effect, yet the virtue of the grace vouchsafed unto him must neec
sooner or later exercise its influence upon his soulsHave the mysteries of the Revelation of
God been decreed by virtue of the Will of Him Who is the Source of power and wisdom.

O Khalil' God beareth Me witness. Though My Pen be still moving on My Tablet, yet, in its very
heart, it weepeth and is soretdéssed. The lamp burning before the Throne, likewise, weepeth
and groaneth by reason of the things which the Ancient Beauty hath suffered at the hands
them who are but a creation of His Will. God, Himself, knoweth and testifieth to the truth of My
words. No man that hath purged his ear from the loud clamor of the infidels, and inclined it to all
created things, can fail to hear the voice of their lamentation and weeping over the trouble tha
hath befallen Us at the hands of those of Our servants thatdisbelieved in, and rebelled
against, Us. Thus have We disclosed to thee a glimmer of the woes that have come upon us, t
thou mayest be made aware of Our sufferings, and patiently endure thy sorrows.

Arise to aid thy Lord at all times and in all @imstances, and be thou one of His helpers.
Admonish, then, the people to lend a hearing ear to the words which the Spirit of God hat
uttered in this irradiant and resplendent Tablet. Say: Sow not, O people, the seeds of dissensi
amongst men, and contemot with your neighbor. Be patient under all conditions, and place
your whole trust and confidence in God. Aid ye your Lord with the sword of wisdom and of
utterance. This indeed well becometh the station of man. To depart from it would be unworthy o
God, the Sovereign Lord of all, the Glorified. The people, however, have been led astray, and a
truly of the heedless.

Unlock, O people, the gates of the hearts of men with the keys of the remembrance of Him Wh
is the Remembrance of God and the Sourogisfilom amongst you. He hath chosen out of the

whole world the hearts of His servants, and made them each a seat for the revelation of H
glory. Wherefore, sanctify them from every defilement, that the things for which they were
created may beengravenaup t hem. Thi s i ndeed i s a token
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Beautify your tongues, O people, with truthfulness, and adorn your souls with the ornament o
honesty. Beware, O people, that ye deal not treacherously with any one. Be ye the trustees
God amongt His creatures, and the emblems of His generosity amidst His people. They tha
follow their lusts and corrupt inclinations, have erred and dissipated their efforts. They, indeed
are of the lost. Strive, O people, that your eyes may be directed tolwardeetcy of God, that

your hearts may be attuned to His wondrous remembrance, that your souls may rest confident
upon His grace and bounty, that your feet may tread the path of Hisptgaslire. Such are the
counsels which | bequeath unto you. Would greamight follow My counsels!
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CXXXVII: Some have regarded it as lawful to infringe...

Some have regarded it as lawful to infringe on the integrity of the substance of their neighbo
and have made light of the injunction of God as prescribed in Hik.Eoal fall upon them, and

the chastisement of God, the Albwerful, the Almighty, afflict them! By Him Who shineth
above the Day Spring of sanctity! If the whole earth were to be converted into silver and gold, nc
man who can be said to have truly astezhinto the heaven of faith and certitude would deign to
regard it, much less to seize and keep it. We have formerly referred to this subject in passag
revealed in the Arabic tongue, in a language of exquisite beauty. God is Our witness! Whoeve
hath tated the sweetness of those words will never consent to transgress the bounds which G
hath fixed, neither will he turn his gaze towards any one except hisBMeNed. Such a man

will, with his inner eye, readily recognize how altogether vain and figetre the things of this
world, and will set his affections on things above.

Say: Be ashamed, O ye that call yourselves the lovers of the Ancient Beauty! Be ye admonishe
by the tribulation He hath suffered, by the burden of anguish He hath carribe &ake of God.

Let your eyes be opened. To what purpose hath He labored, if the manifold trials He hat
endured are, in the end, to result in such contemptible professions, and such wretched condut
Every robber, every worker of iniquity, hath, in theyslgrior to My Revelation, uttered these
same words, and performed these same deeds.

Verily | say: Incline your ears to My sweet voice, and sanctify yourselves from the defilement of
your evil passions and corrupt desires. They who dwell within the @dlerof God, and are
established upon the seats of everlasting glory, will refuse, though they be dying of hunger, t
stretch their hands and seize unlawfully the property of their neighbor, however vile and
worthless he may be.

The purpose of the one #uGod in manifesting Himself is to summon all mankind to
truthfulness and sincerity, to piety and trustworthiness, to resignation and submissiveness to t
Will of God, to forbearance and kindliness, to uprightness and wisdom. His object is to arra
everyman with the mantle of a saintly character, and to adorn him with the ornament of holy anc
goodly deeds.

Say: Have mercy on yourselves and on your fellowmen, and suffer not the Cause-e& God

Cause which is immeasurably exalted above the inmost essesaactity—to be sullied with
the stain of your idle fancies, your unseemly and corrupt imaginations.
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CXXXVIII: Thou seest, O God of Mercy, Thou...

Thou seest, O God of Mercy, Thou Whose power pervadeth all created things, these servants
Thine, Thy thalls, who, according to the gogeasure of Thy Will, observe in the daytime the
fast prescribed by Thee, who arise, at the earliest dawn of day, to make mention of Thy Nam¢
and to celebrate Thy praise, in the hope of obtaining their share of the goiodiy that are
treasured up within the treasuries of Thy grace and bounty. | beseech Thee, O Thou that holde
in Thine hands the reins of the entire creation, in Whose grasp is the whole kingdom of Th
names and of Thine attributes, not to deprive, iy Day, Thy servants from the showers
pouring from the clouds of Thy mercy, nor to hinder them from taking their portion of the ocean
of Thy goodpleasure.

All the atoms of the earth bear witness, O my Lord, to the greatness of Thy power and of Th
soverggnty; and all the signs of the universe attest the glory of Thy majesty and of Thy might.
Have mercy, then, O Thou Who art the sovereign Lord of all, Who art the King of everlasting
days, and Ruler of all nations, upon these Thy servants, who have oldihg tord of Thy
commandments, who have bowed their necks to the revelations of Thy laws which have bee
sent down from the heaven of Thy Will.

Behold, O my Lord, how their eyes are lifted up towards the dawplamme of Thy loving
kindness, how their lagts are set upon the oceans of Thy favors, how their voices are lowered
before the accents of Thy most sweet Voice, calling, from the most sublime Station, in Thy nam
the All-Glorious. Help Thou Thy loved ones, O my Lord, them that have forsaken théimaal

they may obtain the things Thou dost possess, whom trials and tribulations have encompassjii
for having renounced the world and set their affections on Thy realm of glory. Shield them, I
entreat Thee, O my Lord, from the assaults of their evil passand desires, and aid them to
obtain the things that shall profit them in this present world and in the next.

| pray Thee, O my Lord, by Thy hidden, Thy treasured Name, that calleth aloud in the kingdo
of creation, and summoneth all peoples to thee Treyond which there is no passing, the seat of
transcendent glory, to rain down upon us, and upon Thy servants, the overflowing rain of Th
mercy, that it may cleanse us from the remembrance of all else but Thee, and draw us nigh u
the shores of the ean of Thy grace. Ordain, O Lord, through Thy most exalted Pen, that which
will immortalize our souls in the Realm of glory, will perpetuate our names in Thy Kingdom,
and safeguard our lives in the treasuries of Thy protection and our bodies in theattraigh
Thy inviolable fastness. Powerful art Thou over all things, be they of the past or of the future. Nc
God is there but Thee, the omnipotent Protector, theStad§isting.

Thou seest, O Lord, our suppliant hands lifted up towards the heaven o&vidryahd bounty.
Grant that they may be filled with the treasures of Thy munificence and bountiful favor. Forgive
us, and our fathers, and our mothers, and fulfil whatsoever we have desired from the ocean
Thy grace and Divine generosity. Accept, O Beld\wf our hearts, all our works in Thy path.
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Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Incomparable, the One, the Forgiving
the Gracious.
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CXXXIX: Let thine ear be attentive, O Nabil-i-6 A0 a m,

Let thine ear be attentive, O Nabfl Aam, to the Voice of the Ancient of Days, crying to thee
from the Kingdom of His alflorious Name. He it is Who is now proclaiming from the realms
above, and within the iIinmost essence of al
God but Mel am He Who, from everlasting, hath been the Source of all sovereignty and power,
He Who shall continue, throughout eternity, to exercise His kingship and to extend His
protection unto all created things. My proof is the greatness of My might and My igowgre
that embraceth the whole of creation.”. ..

Blessed art thou, O My name, inasmuch as thou hast entered Mine Ark, and art speedin
through the power of My sovereign and most exalted might, on the ocean of grandeur, and &
numbered with My favored osewhose names the Finger of God hath inscribed. Thou hast
guaffed the cup which is life indeed from the hands of this Youth, around Whom revolve the
Manifestations of the AlGlorious, and the brightness of Whose presence they Who are the Day
Springs of Mecy extol in the day time and in the night season.

His glory be with thee, inasmuch as thou hast journeyed from God unto God, and entered withi
the borders of the Court of unfading splerdtine Spot which mortal man can never describe.
Therein hath thereeze of holiness, laden with the love of thy Lord, stirred thy spirit within thee,
and the waters of understanding have washed from thee the stains of remoteness a
ungodliness. Thou hast gained admitt anteye i
recognition of Him Who is the Embodiment of that Remembrance amongst men.

Wherefore, be thankful to God, for having strengthened thee to aid His Cause, for having mad
the flowers of knowledge and understanding to spring forth in the garden of #ane Thus

hath His grace encompassed thee, and encompassed the whole of creation. Beware, lest t
allow anything whatsoever to grieve thee. Rid thyself of all attachment to the vain allusions ol
men, and cast behind thy back the idle and subtle diggngatf them that are veiled from God.
Proclaim, then, that which the Most Great Spirit will inspire thee to utter in the service of the
Cause of thy Lord, that thou mayest stir up the souls of all men and incline their hearts unto thi
most blessed andlajlorious Court....

Know thou that We have annulled the rule of the sword, as an aid to Our Cause, and substitut¢s
for it the power born of the utterance of men. Thus have We irrevocably decreed, by virtue o
Our grace. Say: O people! Sow not the seédisoord among men, and refrain from contending
with your neighbor, for your Lord hath committed the world and the cities thereof to the care of
the kings of the earth, and made them the emblems of His own power, by virtue of the
sovereignty He hath chasdo bestow upon them. He hath refused to reserve for Himself any
share whatever of this world’ s dominion.
testify. The things He hath reserved for
cleansaghem from all earthly defilements, and enable them to draw nigh unto the hallowed Spo
which the hands of the infidel can never profane. Open, O people, the city of the human hea
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with the key of your utterance. Thus have We, according to-ardenedmeasure, prescribed
unto you your duty.

By the righteousness of God! The world and its vanities, and its glory, and whatever delights i
can offer, are all, in the sight of God, as worthless as, nay, even more contemptible than, dust aj
ashes. Would thahe hearts of men could comprehend it! Cleanse yourselves thoroughly, O
people of Bahd, from the defilement of the world, and of all that pertaineth unto it. God Himself
beareth Me witness. The things of the earth ill beseem you. Cast them away uras sugih

desire them, and fasten your eyes upon this most holy and effulgent Vision.

That which beseemeth you is the love of God, and the love of Him Who is the Manifestation o
His Essence, and the observance of whatsoever He chooseth to prescribe udtd yelbut
know it.

Say: Let truthfulness and courtesy be your adorning. Suffer not yourselves to be deprived of t
robe of forbearance and justice, that the sweet savors of holiness may be wafted from your hea s
upon all created things. Say: Bewatepeople of Baha, lest ye walk in the ways of them whose
words differ from their deeds. Strive that ye may be enabled to manifest to the peoples of th
earth the signs of God, and to mirror forth His commandments. Let your acts be a guide unto a
mankind,for the professions of most men, be they high or low, differ from their conduct. It is
through your deeds that ye can distinguish yourselves from others. Through them the brightne
of your light can be shed upon the whole earth. Happy is the man tlugtihddy counsel, and
keepeth the precepts prescribed by Him Who is th&KAtdwing, the AllWise.
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CXL: O MuaAnmhma d Gr eat iI's the bl

O Muhammhad! Great is the blessedness await
heart with the ornament of the love of thy Lord, the-@lbrious, the A#Praised. He that hath
attained this sttion in this day, all good shall be his.

Pay thou no heed to the humiliation to which the loved ones of God have in this Day bee
subjected. This humiliation is the pride and glory of all temporal honor and worldly elevation.
What greater honor can beagined than the honor conferred by the Tongue of the Ancient of
Days when He calleth to remembrance His loved ones in His Most Great Prison? The day i
approaching when the intervening clouds will have been completely dissipated, when the light o
thewords , “ Al | honor belongeth unto God and wu
manifest as the sun, above the horizon of the Will of the Almighty.

All men, be they high or low, have sought and are still seeking so great an honor. All, howeve
have as soon as the Sun of Truth shed its radiance upon the world, been deprived of its benefit
and have been shut out as by a veil from its glory, except them that have clung to the cord of t
unfailing providence of the one true God, and have with camjpletachment from all else but
Him turned their faces towards His holy court.

Render thanks unto Him Who is the Desire of all worlds for having invested thee with such hig

honor. Ere long the world and all that is therein shall be as a thing forgatig/l honor shall
belong to the loved ones of thy Lord, the-Gllorious, the Most Bountiful.
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CXLI: A Book sent down in truth unto men of...

A Book sent down in truth unto men of insight! It biddeth the people to observe justice and to
work righteousass, and forbiddeth them to follow their corrupt inclinations and carnal desires, if
perchance the children of men might be roused from their slumber.

Say: Follow, O people, what hath been prescribed unto you in Our Tablets, and walk not after t
imaginaions which the sowers of mischief have devised, they that commit wickedness and
impute it to God, the Most Holy, the Alorious, the Most Exalted. Say: We have accepted to
be tried by ills and troubles, that ye may sanctify yourselves from all eadfilgrdents. Why,

then, refuse ye to ponder Our purpose in your hearts? By the righteousness of God! Whoso w
reflect upon the tribulations We have suffered, his soul will assuredly melt away with sorrow.
Thy Lord Himself beareth witness to the truth of Mords. We have sustained the weight of all
calamities to sanctify you from all earthly corruption, and ye are yet indifferent.

Say: It behoveth every one that holdeth fast to the hem of Our Robe to be untainted by anythi

from which the Concourse onghi may be averse. Thus hath it been decreed by thy Lord, the

All-Glorious, in this His perspicuous Tablet. Say: Set ye aside My love, and commit what
grieveth Mine heart? What is it that hindereth you from comprehending what hath been reveale
unto you byHim Who is the AkKnowing, the AllWise?

We verily behold your actions. If We perceive from them the sweet smelling savor of purity and
holiness, We will most certainly bless you. Then will the tongues of the inmates of Paradise utte
your praise and magfy your names amidst them who have drawn nigh unto God.

Cling thou to the hem of the Robe of God, and take thou firm hold on His Cord, a Cord which
none can sever. Beware that the clamor of them that have repudiated this Most Greé
Announcement shall modeter thee from achieving thy purpose. Proclaim what hath been
prescribed unto thee in this Tablet, though all the peoples arise and oppose thee. Thy Lord i
verily, the AlFCompelling, the Unfailing Protector.

My glory be with thee and with those ofyMoved ones that associate with thee. These indeed
are they with whom it shall be well.
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CXLII: | swear by the beauty of the Well-Beloved!...

| swear by the beauty of the Wi@Eloved! This is the Mercy that hath encompassed the entire
creation, the Dayhereon the grace of God hath permeated and pervaded all things. The living
waters of My mercy, o " Al i, are fast pouri
My tenderness and love. At no time have | been able to reconcile Myself to th&oaflic
befalling My loved ones, or to any trouble that could becloud the joy of their hearts.

Every ti me MyMWenmamd ult"hevahsl It ol d that one of
runneth counter to My wish, it repaired, grsficken and disconsate to its abode; and
whenever My name “the Concealer?” di scover ¢
shame or humiliation on his neighbor, it, likewise, turned back chagrined and sorrowful to its
retreats of glory, and there wept and mourned wittore lamentation. And whenever My name
“the-FBvegi ving” perceived that any one of
cried out in its great distress, and, overcome with anguish, fell upon the dust, and was bor
away by a company of thavisible angels to its habitation in the realms above.

By Myself, the True One, O “Ali! The fire
fire that gloweth in thine heart, and His lamentation louder than thy lamentation. Every time the
sin committed by any one amongst them was breathed in the Court of His Presence, the Ancie
Beauty would be so filled with shame as to wish He could hide the glory of His countenance
from the eyes of all men, for He hath, at all times, fixed His gaze onfithelity, and observed

its essential requisites.

The words thou hadst written have, as soon as they were read in My Presence, caused the ocfii
of My fidelity to surge within Me, and the breeze of My forgiveness to be wafted over thy soul,
and the tree foMy loving-kindness to overshadow thee, and the clouds of My bounty to rain
down upon thee their gifts. | swear by the Day Star that shineth above the horizon of eternity,
sorrow for thee in thy grief, and lament with thee in thy tribulation.... | begress to the
services thou hast rendered Me, and testify to the various troubles thou hast sustained for
sake. All the atoms of the earth declare My love for thee.

The call t hou didst rai se, O " Al i, hitgypeni gh
and tongue My Cause. Cry out and summon the people to Him Who is the Sovereign Lord of a
worlds, with such zeal and fervor that all men may be set on fire by thee.

Say: O my Lord, my BedBeloved, the Mover of my actions, the Lode Star of raylsthe
Voice that c¢crieth in mine inmost being, t h
for having enabled me to turn my face towards Thee, for having set my soul ablaze throug
remembrance of Thee, for having aided Me to proclaim Thy Narddo sing Thy praises.

My God, my God! If none be found to stray from Thy path, how, then, can the ensign of Thy
mercy be unfurled, or the banner of Thy bountiful favor be hoisted? And if iniquity be not
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committed, what is it that can proclaim Theelie@ t he Conceal er of e n

Forgiving, the Omniscient, the AWise? May my soul be a sacrifice to the trespasses of them

that trespass against Thee, for upon such trespasses are wafted the sweet savors of the terfer
mercies of Thy Name, theathpassionate, the AMerciful. May my life be laid down for the
transgressions of such as transgress against Thee, for through them the breath of Thy grace ¢ad
the fragrance of Thy lovingindness are made known and diffused amongst men. May my
inmost beng be offered up for the sins of them that have sinned against Thee, for it is as a resu

of such sins that the Day Star of Thy manifold favors revealeth itself above the horizon of Th
bounty, and the clouds of Thy neMarling providence rain down thegifts upon the realities of

all created things.

| am he, O my Lord, that hath confessed to Thee the multitude of his evil doings, that hat
acknowledged what no man hath acknowledged. | have made haste to attain unto the ocean jf
Thy forgiveness, and kia sought shelter beneath the shadow of Thy most gracious favor. Grant,
| beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Everlasting King and the Sovereign Protector of all me
that | may be enabled to manifest that which shall cause the hearts and souls of mein theoar
limitless immensity of Thy love, and to commune with Thy Spirit. Strengthen me through the
power of Thy sovereignty, that | may turn all created things towards the Day Spring of Thy
Manifestation and the Source of Thy Revelation. Aid me, O my ltorsiirrender myself wholly

to Thy Will, and to arise and serve Thee, for | cherish this earthly life for no other purpose tha
to compass the Tabernacle of Thy Revelation and the Seat of Thy Glory. Thou seest me, O
God, detached from all else but Thaad humble and subservient to Thy Will. Deal with me as

it beseemeth Thee, and as it befitteth Thy highness and great glory.

o Al i! The bounty of Him Who is the Lor
vouchsafed unto thee. Arm thyself with Hisength and power, and arise to aid His Cause and
to magnify His holy name. Let not thine ignorance in human learning and thy inability to read or

write grieve thine heart. The doors of His manifold grace are within the mighty grasp of the
power of the ae true God. He hath opened, and will continue to open, them in the face of all
them that serve Him. | fain would hope that this breeze of Divine sweetness will, at all times,
continue to be wafted from the meadow of thine heart upon the whole worldhinvise that its
effects may be manifested in every land. He it is that hath power over all things. He, verily, is thé
Most Powerful, the AiGlorious, the Almighty.
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CXLIII: Blessed art thou, O My servant, inasmuch...

Blessed art thou, O My servant, smauch as thou hast recognized the Truth, and withdrawn from
him who repudiated the AMerciful, and was condemned as wicked in the Mother Tablet. Walk
thou steadfastly in the love of God, and keep straight on in His Faith, and aid Him through the
power ofthine utterance. Thus biddeth thee the-M#rciful Who is suffering imprisonment at

the hands of His oppressors.

If tribulation touch thee for My sake, call thou to mind My ills and troubles, and remember My
banishment and imprisonment. Thus do We devoin thee what hath descended upon Us from
Him Who is the AltGlorious, the AlWise.

By My Self! The day is approaching when We will have rolled up the world and all that is
therein, and spread out a new order in its stead. He, verily, is powerfdlbtrengs.

Sanctify thine heart, that thou mayest remember Me; and purge thine ear, that thou maye
hearken unto My words. Set then thy face towards the Spot wherein the throne of thy Lord, th
God of Mercy, hath been established, and say: PraiseTdeety O my Lord, for having enabled

me to recognize the Manifestation of Thine own Self, and aided me to fix mine heart on the cou
of Thy presence, the object of my soul’'s a
heavens to be rent and tearth to be cleft asunder, to ordain for me what Thou didst ordain for
them that have turned away from all else but Thee, and rested their hearts firmly upon The¢
Grant that | may be seated in Thy presence on the seat of truth, within the Tabernaoky.of Gl
Powerful art Thou to do what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, #3¢0Adus,

the All-Wise.
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CXLIV: The Pen of the Most High hath decreed...

The Pen of the Most High hath decreed and imposed upon every one the obligation tageach t
Cause.... God will, no doubt, inspire whosoever detacheth himself from all else but Him, and wil
cause the pure waters of wisdom and utterance to gush out and flow copiously from his hea
Verily, thy Lord, the AltMerciful, is powerful to do as He Weth, and ordaineth whatsoever He
pleaseth.

Wert thou to consider this world, and realize how fleeting are the things that pertain unto it, tho
wouldst choose to tread no path except the path of service to the Cause of thy Lord. None wou
have the poweto deter thee from celebrating His praise, though all men should arise to oppose
thee.

Go thou straight on and persevere in His service. Say: O people! The Day, promised unto you
all the Scriptures, is now come. Fear ye God, and withhold not yoessitum recognizing the

One Who is the Object of your creation. Hasten ye unto Him. Better is this for you than the
world and all that is therein. Would that ye could perceive it!
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CXLV: If ye meet the abased or the dowrtrodden,...

If ye meet the abased the dowrtrodden, turn not away disdainfully from them, for the King of
Glory ever watcheth over them and surroundeth them with such tenderness as none can fathc
except them that have suffered their wishes and desires to be merged in the Will lobrgur

the Gracious, the AlWise. O ye rich ones of the earth! Flee not from the face of the poor that
lieth in the dust, nay rather befriend him and suffer him to recount the tale of the woes wit
which God’s inscrutabl e [Rtedc Byethe rightadusmessoh Goslle d
Whilst ye consort with him, the Concourse on high will be looking upon you, will be interceding
for you, will be extolling your names and glorifying your action. Blessed are the learned that
pride not themselves on thaittainments; and well is it with the righteous that mock not the
sinful, but rather conceal their misdeeds, so that their own shortcomings may remain veiled t
men’ s eyes.
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CXLVI: It is Our wish and desire that every one of...

It is Our wish and desirdnait every one of you may become a source of all goodness unto men,
and an example of uprightness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer yourselves above yo
neighbors. Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God amongst men. He, in truth, hat
offered up Hk life as a ransom for the redemption of the world. He, verily, is th@&lintiful,

the Gracious, the Most High. If any differences arise amongst you, behold Me standing befor
your face, and overl ook the f auéatokenobyburlove e
for My manifest and resplendent Cause. We love to see you at all times consorting in amity an
concord within the paradise of My gopteasure, and to inhale from your acts the fragrance of
friendliness and unity, of lovirgindness ad fellowship. Thus counselleth you the All
Knowing, the Faithful. We shall always be with you; if We inhale the perfume of your
fellowship, Our heart will assuredly rejoice, for naught else can satisfy Us. To this bearet
witness every man of true undersiang.
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CXLVIIl: The Most Great Name beareth Me witness!...

The Most Great Name beareth Me witness! How sad if any man were, in this Day, to rest hi
heart on the transitory things of this world! Arise, and cling firmly to the Cause of God. Be most
loving one to another. Burn away, wholly for the sake of the \Belbved, the veil of self with

the flame of the undying Fire, and with faces joyous and beaming with light, associate with you
neighbor. Ye have well observed, in all its aspects, the behavidmoiWho is the Word of
Truth amidst you. Ye know full well how hard it is for this Youth to allow, though it be for one
night, the heart of any one of the beloved of God to be saddened by Him.

The Word of God hath set the heart of the world afire; hakettable if ye fail to be enkindled

with its flame! Please God, ye will regard this blessed night as the night of unity, will knit your
souls together, and resolve to adorn yourselves with the ornament of a goodly and praisewort
character. Let your praipal concern be to rescue the fallen from the slough of impending
extinction, and to help him embrace the ancient Faith of God. Your behavior towards you
neighbor should be such as to manifest clearly the signs of the one true God, for ye are the fi
among men to be rereated by His Spirit, the first to adore and bow the knee before Him, the
first to circle round His throne of glory. | swear by Him Who hath caused Me to reveal whatever
hath pleased Him! Ye are better known to the inmates of the Kingdomigh than ye are
known to your own selves. Think ye these words to be vain and empty? Would that ye had th
power to perceive the things your Lord, the -Rérciful, doth see-things that attest the
excellence of your rank, that bear witness to thetgesa of your worth, that proclaim the
sublimity of your station! God grant that your desires and unmortified passions may not hinde
you from that which hath been ordained for you.
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CXLVIII: O Salman! All that the sages and mystics...

O Salman! All thathe sages and mystics have said or written have never exceeded, nor can the
ever hope to exceed, the Ilimitations to wh
whatever heights the mind of the most exalted of men may soar, however gegttieewhich

the detached and understanding heart can penetrate, such mind and heart can never transcend
which is the creature of their own conceptions and the product of their own thoughts. The
meditations of the profoundest thinker, the devotionsthef holiest of saints, the highest
expressions of praise from either human pen or tongue, are but a reflection of that which hat
been created within themselves, through the revelation of the Lord, their God. Whoeve
pondereth this truth in his heart wikadily admit that there are certain limits which no human
being can possibly transgress. Every attempt which, from the beginning that hath no beginning
hath been made to visualize and know God is limited by the exigencies of His own ereation
creationwhich He, through the operation of His own Will and for the purposes of none other but
His own Self, hath called into being. Immeasurably exalted is He above the strivings of huma
mind to grasp His Essence, or of human tongue to describe His mysterye Nb direct
intercourse can ever bind Him to the things He hath created, nor can the most abstruse and m{
remote allusions of His creatures do justice to His being. Through His-penading Will He

hath brought into being all created things. He i@ hath ever been veiled in the ancient eternity

of His own exalted and indivisible Essence, and will everlastingly continue to remain concealec
in His inaccessible majesty and glory. All that is in heaven and all that is in the earth have com
to exist atHis bidding, and by His Will all have stepped out of utter nothingness into the realm of
being. How can, therefore, the creature which the Word of God hath fashioned comprehend t
nature of Him Who is the Ancient of Days?
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CXLIX: Should any man, in this Day, arise and,...

Should any man, in this Day, arise and, with absolute detachment from all that is in the heave
and all t hat is on the wearth, set his aff
Revelation, he will, verily, be empowered tdbdue all created things, through the potency of
one of the Names of the Lord, his God, the ltlowing, the AllWise. Know thou of a certainty
that the Day Star of Truth hath, in this Day, shed upon the world a radiance, the like of whic
bygone ages haveever witnessed. Let the light of His glory, O people, shine upon you, and be
not of the negligent.
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CL: When the victory arriveth, every man shall...

When the victory arriveth, every man shall profess himself as believer and shall hasten to th
shelterof God’ s Faith. Happy a rercontpdssng trialshhave staod t

fast in the Cause and refused to swerve from its truth.
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CLI: Release yourselves, O nightingales of God,...

Release yourselves, O nightingales of God, from the theomdsbrambles of wretchedness and
misery, and wing your flight to the rogmrden of unfading splendor. O My friends that dwell
upon the dust! Haste forth unto your celestial habitation. Announce unto yourselves the joyfu
tidings: “HeBelblea is tcloeneBedte hath crowned
Revel ation, and hath unlocked to the face
rejoice, and let every ear be gladdened, for now is the time to gaze on His beauty, now is the
time to hearken to His voice. Pr oc | -Belowed unt
hath come among men!” and to the messenger
the Adored One hath appear ed aoveraof dislbeauty! t
Turn the anguish of your separation from Him into the joy of an everlasting reunion, and let th
sweetness of His presence dissolve the bitterness of your remoteness from His court.

Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is besgpwered from the clouds of Divine
glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the world. For whereas in days past every lover besoug
and searched after his Beloved, it is the Beloved Himself Who now is calling His lovers and is
inviting them to attain His @sence. Take heed lest ye forfeit so precious a favor; beware lest ye
belittle so remarkable a token of His grace. Abandon not the incorruptible benefits, and be nc
content with that which perisheth. Lift up the veil that obscureth your vision, and thspel
darkness with which it is enveloped, that
may behold that which no eye hath beheld, and hear that which no ear hath heard.

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose Garden of changeless splendower Flath begun to
bloom, compared to which every other flower is but a thorn, and before the brightness of Whos
glory the very essence of beauty must pale and wither. Arise, therefore, and, with the whol
enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the eagermésgur souls, the full fervor of your will, and

the concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive to attain the paradise of His presence, a
endeavor to inhale the fragrance of the incorruptible Flower, to breathe the sweet savors
holiness, andat obtain a portion of this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso followeth this counsel
will break his chains asunder, will taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will attain unto hit
heart’' s desire, and wil |l sur r e Busting thtougk hiss o u
cage, he will, even as the bird of the spirit, wing his flight to his holy and everlasting nest.

Night hath succeeded day, and day hath succeeded night, and the hours and moments of y«
lives have come and gone, and yet none ofhath, for one instant, consented to detach himself
from that which perisheth. Bestir yourselves, that the brief moments that are still yours may no
be dissipated and lost. Even as the swiftness of lightning your days shall pass, and your bodi
shall belaid to rest beneath a canopy of dust. What can ye then achieve? How can ye atone f¢
your past failure?

The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory. Behold how it hath consumed every morta
veil. O ye motHlike lovers of His light! Brave every daag and consecrate your souls to its
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consuming flame. O ye that thirst after Him! Strip yourselves of every earthly affection, and
hasten to embrace your Beloved. With a zest that none can equal make haste to attain unto Hi
The Flower, thus far hiddendim the sight of men, is unveiled to your eyes. In the open radiance
of His glory He standeth before you. His voice summoneth all the holy and sanctified beings tc
come and be united with Him. Happy is he that turneth thereunto; well is it with him that hat
attained, and gazed on the light of so wondrous a countenance.
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CLIl: Thine eye is My trust, suffer not the dust...

Thine eye is My trust, suffer not the dust of vain desires to becloud its luster. Thine ear is a sig
of My bounty, let not the tumultfounseemly motives turn it away from My Word that
encompasseth all creation. Thine heart is My treasury, allow not the treacherous hand of self
rob thee of the pearls which | have treasured therein. Thine hand is a symbol of My loving
kindness, hindett inot from holding fast unto My guarded and hidden Tablets.... Unasked, | have
showered upon thee My grace. Unpetitioned, | have fulfilled thy wish. In spite of thy
undeserving, | have singled thee out for My richest, My incalculable favors.... O MytséBan

as resigned and submissive as the earth, that from the soil of your being there may blossom tjge
fragrant, the holy and multicolored hyacinths of My knowledge. Be ablaze as the fire, that ye
may burn away the veils of heedlessness and set aglowgthtbe quickening energies of the
love of God, the chilled and wayward heart. Be light and untrammeled as the breeze, that ye mé
obtain admittance into the precincts of My court, My inviolable Sanctuary.
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CLII: O banished and faithful friend! Quench t he...

O banished and faithful friend! Quench the thirst of heedlessness with the sanctified waters ¢
My grace, and chase the gloom of remoteness through the mdighihgf My Divine presence.
Suffer not the habitation wherein dwelleth My undying lovetfeee to be destroyed through the
tyranny of covetous desires, and overcloud not the beauty of the heavenly Youth with the dust
self and passion. Clothe thyself with the essence of righteousness, and let thine heart be afraid
none except God. Obstiunot the luminous spring of thy soul with the thorns and brambles of
vain and inordinate affections, and impede not the flow of the living waters that stream from the
fountain of thine heart. Set all thy hope in God, and cleave tenaciously to Hisngnfagircy.

Who else but Him can enrich the destitute, and deliver the fallen from his abasement?

O My servants! Were ye to discover the hidden, the shoreless oceans of My incorruptible wealt
ye would, of a certainty, esteem as nothing the world, nayenhee creation. Let the flame of
search burn with such fierceness within your hearts as to enable you to attain your supreme a
most exalted goatthe station at which ye can draw nigh unto, and be united with, your Best
Beloved....

O My servants! Let ot your vain hopes and idle fancies sap the foundations of your belief in the
All-Glorious God, inasmuch as such imaginings have been wholly unprofitable unto men, anc
failed to direct their steps unto the straight Path. Think ye, O My servants, thaarndeoHMy
all-encompassing, My overshadowing, and transcendent sovereignty is chained up, that the flo
of Mine ancient, My ceaseless, and-@drvasive mercy is checked, or that the clouds of My
sublime and unsurpassed favors have ceased to rain theiugdn men? Can ye imagine that
the wondrous works that have proclaimed My divine and resistless power are withdrawn, or tha
the potency of My will and purpose hath been deterred from directing the destinies of mankind
If it be not so, wherefore, thehave ye striven to prevent the deathless Beauty of My sacred and
gracious Countenance from being unveiled t
Manifestation of the Almighty and AlGlorious Being from shedding the radiance of His
Revelation pon the earth? Were ye to be fair in your judgment, ye would readily recognize how
the realities of all created things are inebriated with the joy of this new and wondrous Revelatio
how all the atoms of the earth have been illuminated through the lmsghofits glory. Vain and
wretched is that which ye have imagined and still imagine!

Retrace your steps, O My servants, and incline your hearts to Him Who is the Source of yo
creation. Deliver yourselves from your evil and corrupt affections, andrhastembrace the

light of the undying Fire that gloweth on the Sinai of this mysterious and transcendent
Revelation. Corrupt not the holy, the-athbracing, and primal Word of God, and seek not to
profane its sanctity or to debase its exalted charactéeddless ones! Though the wonders of
My mercy have encompassed all created things, both visible and invisible, and though th
revelations of My grace and bounty have permeated every atom of the universe, yet the rod wi
which | can chastise the wicked ggievous, and the fierceness of Mine anger against them
terrible. With ears that are sanctified from vgiory and worldly desires hearken unto the
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counsels which 1, in My merciful kindness, have revealed unto you, and with your inner and
outer eyes copinplate the evidences of My marvelous Revelation....

O My servants! Deprive not yourselves of the unfading and resplendent Light that shineth withi
the Lamp of Divine glory. Let the flame of the love of God burn brightly within your radiant
hearts. Feed with the oil of Divine guidance, and protect it within the shelter of your constancy.
Guard it within the globe of trust and detachment from all else but God, so that the evil
whisperings of the ungodly may not extinguish its light. O My servants! My, My divinely
ordained Revelation may be likened unto an ocean in whose depths are concealed innumeral
pearls of great price, of surpassing luster. It is the duty of every seeker to bestir himself an
strive to attain the shores of this ocean, so tieamay, in proportion to the eagerness of his
search and the efforts he hath exerted, partake of such benefits as have {mrdaimped in
God’'s irrevocable and hidden Tabl ets. I f n
if every one shdd fail to arise and find Him, can such a failure be said to have robbed this
ocean of its power or to have lessened, to any degree, its treasures? How vain, how contemptib
are the imaginations which your hearts have devised, and are still devising!seriants! The

one true God is My witness! This most great, this fathomless and surging Ocean is nea
astonishingly near, unto you. Behold it is closer to you than youvdif® Swift as the twinkling

of an eye ye can, if ye but wish it, reach andaatof this imperishable favor, this Ggoren

grace, this incorruptible gift, this most potent and unspeakably glorious bounty.

O My servants! Could ye apprehend with what wonders of My munificence and bounty | have
willed to entrust your souls, ye wouldf a truth, rid yourselves of attachment to all created
things, and would gain a true knowledge of your own sehage&nowledge which is the same as
the comprehension of Mine own Being. Ye would find yourselves independent of all else but
Me, and would peseive, with your inner and outer eye, and as manifest as the revelation of My
effulgent Name, the seas of My lovik@gndness and bounty moving within you. Suffer not your
idle fancies, your evil passions, your insincerity and blindness of heart to diostée or stain

the sanctity, of so lofty a station. Ye are even as the bird which soareth, with the full force of its
mighty wings and with complete and joyous confidence, through the immensity of the heavens
until, impelled to satisfy its hunger, iirmeth longingly to the water and clay of the earth below

it, and, having been entrapped in the mesh of its desire, findeth itself impotent to resume its flig
to the realms whence it came. Powerless to shake off the burden weighing on its sullied wing
that bird, hitherto an inmate of the heavens, is now forced to seek a dvpddlaggupon the dust.
Wherefore, O My servants, defile not your wings with the clay of waywardness and vain desires
and suffer them not to be stained with the dust of envy abel that ye may not be hindered
from soaring in the heavens of My divine knowledge.

O My servants! Through the might of God and His power, and out of the treasury of His
knowledge and wisdom, | have brought forth and revealed unto you the pearls ttratdegled

in the depths of His everlasting ocean. | have summoned the Maids of Heaven to emerge fro
behind the veil of concealment, and have clothed them with these words ofMords of
consummate power and wisdom. | have, moreover, with the handioé giower, unsealed the
choice wine of My Revelation, and have wafted its holy, its hidden, and-ladek fragrance
upon all created things. Who else but yourselves is to be blamed if ye choose to remai
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unendowed with so gr e adcendemt and albhcpnapassing igrgce,avith G @d’

so bright a revelation of His resplendent mercy?...

O My servants! There shineth nothing else in Mine heart except the unfading light of the Mor
of Divine guidance, and out of My mouth proceedeth naught bugssence of truth, which the
Lord your God hath revealed. Follow not, therefore, your earthly desires, and violate not the
Covenant of God, nor break your pledge to Him. With firm determination, with the whole
affection of your heart, and with the full ferof your words, turn ye unto Him, and walk not in
the ways of the foolish. The world is but a show, vain and empty, a mere nothing, bearing the
semblance of reality. Set not your affections upon it. Break not the bond that uniteth you wit
your Creator, ad be not of those that have erred and strayed from His ways. Verily | say, the
world is like the vapor in a desert, which the thirsty dreameth to be water and striveth after i
with all his might, until when he cometh unto it, he findeth it to be meusidh. It may,
moreover, be likened unto the lifeless image of the beloved whom the lover hath sought an
found, i n the end, after |l ong search and
appease his hunger .’

O My servants! Sorrow not if, ithese days and on this earthly plane, things contrary to your

wishes have been ordained and manifested by God, for days of blissful joy, of heavenly deligh
are assuredly in store for you. Worlds, holy and spiritually glorious, will be unveiled to your
eyes. You are destined by Him, in this world and hereafter, to partake of their benefits, to shar
in their joys, and to obtain a portion of their sustaining grace. To each and every one of them yo
will, no doubt, attain.
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CLIV: Warn, O Salman, the beloved of the one...

Warn, O Salman, the beloved of the one true God, not to view with too critical an eye the saying
and writings of men. Let them rather approach such sayings and writings in a spirit of open
mindedness and loving sympathy. Those men, howewvio, in this Day, have been led to
assail, in their inflammatory writings, the tenets of the Cause of God, are to be treatec
differently. It is incumbent upon all men, each according to his ability, to refute the arguments o
those that have attackecetfraith of God. Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who is the All
Powerful, the Almighty. He that wisheth to promote the Cause of the one true God, let hi
promote it through his pen and tongue, rather than have recourse to sword or violence. We ha
on a pevious occasion, revealed this injunction, and We now confirm it, if ye be of them that
comprehend. By the righteousness of Him Who, in this Day, crieth within the inmost heart of all
created things: “God, there i sretoarsetodeferddanr
his writings, the Cause of God against its assailants, such a man, however inconsiderable
share, shall be so honored in the world to come that the Concourse on high would envy his glor
No pen can depict the loftiness of lststion, neither can any tongue describe its splendor. For
whosoever standeth firm and steadfast in this holy, this glorious, and exalted Revelation, suc
power shall be given him as to enable him to face and withstand all that is in heaven and o
earth.Of this God is Himself a witness.

O ye beloved of God! Repose not yourselves on your couches, nay bestir yourselves as soon
ye recognize your Lord, the Creator, and hear of the things which have befallen Him, and haste
to His assistance. Unloose yotemgues, and proclaim unceasingly His Cause. This shall be
better for you than all the treasures of the past and of the future, if ye be of them tha
comprehend this truth.
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CLV: The first duty prescribed by God for His...

The first duty prescribed by @ofor His servants is the recognition of Him Who is the Day
Spring of His Revelation and the Fountain of His laws, Who representeth the Godhead in bot
the Kingdom of His Cause and the world of creation. Whoso achieveth this duty hath attainec
unto all goal; and whoso is deprived thereof, hath gone astray, though he be the author of eve
righteous deed. It behoveth every one who reacheth this most sublime station, this summit ¢
transcendent glory, to observe every ordinance of Him Who is the Desire wbtlie These

twin duties are inseparable. Neither is acceptable without the other. Thus hath it been decreed
Him Who is the Source of Divine inspiration.

They whom God hath endued with insight will readily recognize that the precepts laid down b
Godconstitute the highest means for the maintenance of order in the world and the security of it
peoples. He that turneth away from them, is accounted among the abject and foolish. We, veril
have commanded you to refuse the dictates of your evil passidrn=oerupt desires, and not to
transgress the bounds which the Pen of the Most High hath fixed, for these are the breath of li
unto all created things. The seas of Divine wisdom and divine utterance have risen under t
breath of the breeze of the Merciful. Hasten to drink your fill, O men of understanding! They
that have violated the Covenant of God by breaking His commandments, and have turned ba
on their heels, these have erred grievously in the sight of God, tHeogdlessing, the Most
High.

O ye peoples of the world! Know assuredly that My commandments are the lamps of My loving
providence among My servants, and the keys of My mercy for My creatures. Thus hath it bee
sent down from the heaven of the Will of your Lord, the Lord of RevelatMare any man to
taste the sweetness of the words which the lips of théviattiful have willed to utter, he
would, though the treasures of the earth be in his possession, renounce them one and all, that
might vindicate the truth of even one of His coamdments, shining above the day spring of His
bountiful care and lovingindness.

Say: From My laws the sweet smelling savor of My garment can be smelled, and by their aid th
standards of victory will be planted upon the highest peaks. The Tongue aivixy path, from
the heaven of My omni potent gl ory, addr es
commandment s, for the | ove of My beauty.”
fragrance of his BedBeloved from these words, laden with thefpme of a grace which no
tongue can describe. By My life! He who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands
of My bountiful favor, will circle around My commandments that shine above the Day Spring of
My creation.

Think not that We have revesl unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We have unsealed

the choice Wine with the fingers of might and power. To this beareth witness that which the Pe
of Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon this, O men of insight!...
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Whenever My laws appeaké the sun in the heaven of Mine utterance, they must be faithfully
obeyed by all, though My decree be such as to cause the heaven of every religion to be cle
asunder. He doth what He pleaseth. He chooseth; and none may question His choice. Whatsoejj
He, the WellBeloved, ordaineth, the same is, verily, beloved. To this He Who is the Lord of all
creation beareth Me witness. Whoso hath inhaled the sweet fragrance of-Meréiful, and
recognized the Source of this utterance, will welcome with his g@s #e shafts of the enemy,
that he may establish the truth of the laws of God amongst men. Well is it with him that hat
turned thereunto, and apprehended the meaning of His decisive decree.
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CLVI: He Who is the Eternal Truth hath, from...

He Who is tle Eternal Truth hath, from the Day Spring of Glory, directed His eyes towards the
people of Baha, and is addressing them in
the welltbeing and tranquillity of the children of men. Bend your minds ands wd the
education of the peoples and kindreds of the earth, that haply the dissensions that divide it ma
through the power of the Most Great Name, be blotted out from its face, and all mankind becom
the upholders of one Order, and the inhabitantsef@ity. lllumine and hallow your hearts; let
them not be profaned by the thorns of hate or the thistles of malice. Ye dwell in one world, anc
have been created through the operation of one Will. Blessed is he who mingleth with all men i
aspiritofutmos ki ndl i ness and | ove."”
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CLVIIl: They that have forsaken their country for...

They that have forsaken their country for the purpose of teaching Our-Ctnese shall the
Faithful Spirit strengthen through its power. A company of Our chosen angels sfatigwith

them, as bidden by Him Who is the Almighty, the-Alise. How great the blessedness that
awaiteth him that hath attained the honor of serving the Almighty! By My life! No act, however
great, can compare with it, except such deeds as have toened by God, the AlPowerful,

the Most Mighty. Such a service is, indeed, the prince of all goodly deeds, and the ornament ¢
every goodly act. Thus hath it been ordained by Him Who is the Sovereign Revealer, the Ancie
of Days.

Whoso ariseth to teadOur Cause must needs detach himself from all earthly things, and regard,
at all times, the triumph of Our Faith as his supreme objective. This hath, verily, been decreed i
the Guarded Tablet. And when he determineth to leave his home, for the sak€atife of his

Lord, let him put his whole trust in God, as the best provision for his journey, and array himself
with the robe of virtue. Thus hath it been decreed by God, the Almighty, t#iRraifled.

If he be kindled with the fire of His love, if herjoeth all created things, the words he uttereth
shall set on fire them that hear him. Verily, thy Lord is the Omniscient, thim#limed. Happy

is the man that hath heard Our voice, and answered Our call. He, in truth, is of them that shall k
broughtnigh unto Us.
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CLVIII: God hath prescribed unto every one the...

God hath prescribed unto every one the duty of teaching His Cause. Whoever ariseth
discharge this duty, must needs, ere he proclaimeth His Message, adorn himself with th
ornament of amupright and praiseworthy character, so that his words may attract the hearts o
such as are receptive to his call. Without it, he can never hope to influence his hearers.
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CLI X: Consider the pettiness of

Consider the pettinessofnies mi nds. They ask for that wh
thing that profiteth them. They are, indeed, of those that are far astray. We find some me
desiring liberty, and priding themselves therein. Such men are in the depths of ignorance.

Liberty must, in the end, lead to sedition, whose flames none can quench. Thus warneth you
Who is the Reckoner, the Alnowing. Know ye that the embodiment of liberty and its symbol

is the animal. That which beseemeth man is submission unto such restsawitsprotect him

from his own ignorance, and guard him against the harm of the mischledr. Liberty causeth
man to overstep the bounds of propriety, and to infringe on the dignity of his station. It debaset
him to the level of extreme depravity anttkedness.

Regard men as a flock of sheep that need a shepherd for their protection. This, verily, is the trut
the certain truth. We approve of liberty in certain circumstances, and refuse to sanction it i
others. We, verily, are the AKnowing.

Say True | iberty consisteth in man’s submi
Were men to observe that which We have sent down unto them from the Heaven of Revelatio
they would, of a certainty, attain unto perfect liberty. Happy is the narmé#th apprehended the
Purpose of God in whatever He hath revealed from the Heaven of His Will, that pervadeth al
created things. Say: The liberty that profiteth you is to be found nowhere except in complete
servitude unto God, the Eternal Truth. Whosthhtasted of its sweetness will refuse to barter it
for all the dominion of earth and heaven.

www.oceanoflights.org




CLX: He is indeed a true believer in the unity of...

He is indeed a true believer in the unity of God who, in this Day, will regard Him as One
immeasurably eadted above all the comparisons and likenesses with which men have comparec
Him. He hath erred grievously who hath mistaken these comparisons and likenesses for Gc
Himself. Consider the relation between the craftsman and his handiwork, between the painte
and his painting. Can it ever be maintained that the work their hands have produced is the sa
as themselves? By Him Who is the Lord of the Throrevaland of earth below! They can be
regarded in no other light except as evidences that proclaim the excellence and perfection of the
author.

O Shaykh, O thou who hast surrendered thy will to God! By -selfrender and perpetual union

with God is meanthat men should merge their will wholly in the Will of God, and regard their
desires as utter nothingness beside His Purpose. Whatsoever the Creator commandeth Hlis
creatures to observe, the same must they diligently, and with the utmost joy and eageseess,

and fulfil. They should in no wise allow their fancy to obscure their judgment, neither should
they regard their own imaginings as the voice of the Eternal. In the Prayer of Fasting We hav
reveal ed: “Shoul d Thy Wi | lewalds pracecd andl e addressadt o
unt o t hem, ‘Observe, for My Beauty’ s sake, @t
swear by the majesty of Thy glory, that every one of them will faithfully observe it, will abstain
from whatsoever will vitate Thy law, and will continue to do so until they yield up their souls
unto Thee.” I n this consisteth the compl et S
on this, that thou mayest drink in the waters of everlasting life which flow thrinvegivards of

the Lord of all mankind, and mayest testify that the one true God hath ever been immeasurab
exalted above His creatures. He, verily, is the Incomparable, theABising, the Omniscient,

the All-Wise. The station of absolute sslirrenderranscendeth, and will ever remain exalted

above, every other station.

It behoveth thee to consecrate thyself to the Will of God. Whatsoever hath been revealed in H
Tablets is but a reflection of His Will. So complete must be thy consecration, thatraoeryf
worldly desire will be washed from thine heart. This is the meaning of true unity.

Do thou beseech God to enable thee to remain steadfast in this path, and to aid thee to guide e
peoples of the world to Him Who is the manifest and sovereigerRWho hath revealed
Himself in a distinct attire, Who giveth utterance to a Divine and specific Message. This is the
essence of faith and certitude. They that are the worshipers of the idol which their imagination
have carved, and who call it Inner Ria such men are in truth accounted among the heathen.

To this hath the AlMerciful borne witness in His Tablets. He, verily, is the-Kilowing, the
All-Wise.
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CLXI: Gird up the loins of thine endeavor, that...

Gird up the loins of thine endeavor, theaply thou mayest guide thy neighbor to the law of God,
the Most Merciful. Such an act, verily, excelleth all other acts in the sight of God, the All
Possessing, the Most High. Such must be thy steadfastness in the Cause of God, that no eart
thing whasoever will have the power to deter thee from thy duty. Though the powers of earth be
leagued against thee, though all men dispute with thee, thou must remain unshaken.

Be unrestrained as the wind, while carrying the Message of Him Who hath causedavthefDa
Divine Guidance to break. Consider, how the wind, faithful to that which God hath ordained,
bloweth upon all the regions of the earth, be they inhabited or desolate. Neither the sight ¢
desolation, nor the evidences of prosperity, can either paplease it. It bloweth in every
direction, as bidden by its Creator. So should be every one that claimeth to be a lover of the o
true God. It behoveth him to fix his gaze upon the fundamentals of His Faith, and to labo
diligently for its propagation. Willy for the sake of God he should proclaim His Message, and
with that same spirit accept whatever response his words may evoke in his hearer. He who sh
accept and believe, shall receive his reward; and he who shall turn away, shall receive none ot
than his own punishment.

On the eve of Our departure from ‘“lraq, We
of the Birds of Darkness. There can be no doubt whatever that the croaking of the Raven shall t
raised in certain lands, as it hatkeln heard in recent years. Whatever may betide, seek refuge in
the one true God, that He may shield you from the wiles of the impostor.

Verily | say, in this most mighty Revelation, all the Dispensations of the past have attained thei

highest, their fineconsummation. Thus counselleth you your Lord, thekklbwing, the Alt
Wise. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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CLXIl: The All -Merciful hath conferred upon man...

The All-Merciful hath conferred upon man the faculty of vision, and endowed him the

power of hearing. Some have described him S
regarded as the “greater world.” The potentl a
of his destiny on earth, the innate excellence isf reality, must all be manifested in this
promised Day of God.

The Pen of the Most High hath, at all times and under all conditions, remembered, with joy anc
tenderness, His loved ones, and hath counselled them to follow in His way. Well is it with him
whom the changes and chances of this world have failed to deter from recognizing the Da
Spring of the Unity of God, who hath quaffed, with unswerving resolve, and in the name of the
SeltSubsisting, the sealed wine of His Revelation. Such a man shallrbleerad with the
inmates of Paradise, in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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CLXIII: All praise be to God Who hath adorned...

All praise be to God Who hath adorned the world with an ornament, and arrayed it with &
vesture, of which it can be despall by no earthly power, however mighty its battalions,
however vast i1its wealth, however profound
the highest and the |l ast End of al/l creat.i
adoation of all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. Such forces as have their orig
in this world of dust are, by their very nature, unworthy of consideration.

Say: The springs that sustain the life of these birds are not of this worlds®hece is far above

the reach and ken of human apprehension. Who is there that can put out the light which t
snowwhite Hand of God hath lit? Where is he to be found that hath the power to quench the fire
which hath been kindled through the might loy Lord, the AllPowerful, the ACompelling,

the Almighty? It is the Hand of Divine might that hath extinguished the flames of dissension.
Powerful is He to do that which He pleaseth. He saith: Be; and it is. Say: The fierce gales an
whirlwinds of the verld and its peoples can never shake the foundation upon which thikeock
stability of My chosen ones is based. Gracious God! What could have prompted these people
enslave and imprison the loved ones of Him Who is the Eternal Truth?... The dayehawev
approaching when the faithful will behold the Day Star of justice shining in its full splendor from
the Day Spring of glory. Thus instructeth thee the Lord of all being in this, His grievous Prison.
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CLXIV: Members of the human race! Hold ye fast..

Members of the human race! Hold ye fast by the Cord which no man can sever. This will,
indeed, profit you all the days of your life, for its strength is of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Cleave ye to justice and fairness, and turn away from the whispeosiritpe foolish, them that

are estranged from God, that have decked their heads with the ornament of the learned, and ha
condemned to death Him Who is the Fountain of wisdom. My name hath uplifted them to lofty
grades, and yet, no sooner did | revealsklto their eyes than they, with manifest injustice,
pronounced the sentence of My death. Thus hath Our Pen revealed the truth, and yet the peo
are sunk in heedlessness.

Whoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no circumstances, transgress the limitdeoétion. He
discerneth the truth in all things, through the guidance of Him Who is th&8egihg. The
civilization, so often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts and sciences, will, if allowed tc
overleap the bounds of moderation, bring greatsin men. Thus warneth you He Who is the
All-Knowing. If carried to excess, civilization will prove as prolific a source of evil as it had
been of goodness when kept within the restraints of moderation. Meditate on this, O people, a
be not of them thawander distraught in the wilderness of error. The day is approaching when its
fl ame wil|l devour the <cities, when the To
God’ s, the APMaighedg!,” t he Al I

All other things are subject to this same priteipf moderation. Render thanks unto thy Lord
Who hath remembered thee in this wondrous TabletPAdise be to God, the Lord of the
glorious throne.

Were any man to ponder in his heart that which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed and t
taste of is sweetness, he would, of a certainty, find himself emptied and delivered from his own
desires, and utterly subservient to the Will of the Almighty. Happy is the man that hath attainec
so high a station, and hath not deprived himself of so bountiful a.grac

In this Day, We can neither approve the conduct of the fearful that seeketh to dissemble his fait
nor sanction the behavior of the avowed believer that clamorously asserteth his allegiance to t
Cause. Both should observe the dictates of wisdomd, stinve diligently to serve the best
interests of the Faith.

Let every man observe and meditate on the conduct of this wronged One. We have, ever sing
the dawn of this Revelation until the present time, refused either to hide Ourself from Ou
enemies, oto withdraw from the companionship of Our friends. Though encompassed with a
myriad griefs and afflictions, We have, with mighty confidence, summoned the peoples of the
earth to the Day Spring of Glory. The Pen of the Most High is disinclined to recouhis

connection, the woes it hath suffered. To reveal them would, no doubt, plunge into sorrow the
favored among the faithful, they that truly uphold the unity of God and are wholly devoted to His
Cause. He, verily, speaketh the truth, and is theH&tring, the AHKnowing. Our life hath, for
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the most part, been spent in the midst of Our enemies. Witness how We are, at present, living
a nest of serpents.

This Holy Land hath been mentioned and extolled in all the sacred Scriptures. In it have
appeaed the Prophets of God and His chosen Ones. This is the wilderness in which all the
Messengers of God have wandered, from whic
raised. This is the promised Land in which He Who is the Revelation of Godestised to be
made mani fest. This is the Va lwhite §dot tiddanhd af u
unfading splendor. Whatever hath come to pass in this Day hath been foretold in the Scripture
of old. These same Scriptures, however, unanimawsigemn the people that inhabit this land.
They have, at one time, been stigmatized as:s
One is now, whilst surrounded by a “gener at@
to Hm Whoisthewdrd* s Ul t i mat e Desire, the Summi:t
man that hath hearkened to the voice of Him Who is the Lord of the Kingdom of Utterance, anc
woe betide the heedless, they that have strayed far from His truth.
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CLXV: Know thou that every hearing eatr, if kept...

Know thou that every hearing ear, if kept pure and undefiled, must, at all times and from ever
direction, hearken to the voice that wutter
shall we retuom.mamdhe mplywdsiecalesdeath and of
and still remain unread. By the righteousness of God! Were they to be revealed, they woul
evoke such fear and sorrow that some would perish, while others would be so filled with
gladness aw wish for death, and beseech, with unceasing longing, the one trueeXalted be

His glory—to hasten their end.

Death proffereth unto every confident believer the cup that is life indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is
the bearer of gladness. It conferrdik gift of everlasting life.

As to those that have tasted of the fruidt

one true God, exalted be His glory, their life hereafter is such as We are unable to describe. T
knowledge thereof is witGod, alone, the Lord of all worlds.
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CLXVI: Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation direct...

Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation direct from God, ere the expiration of a full thousand years
such a man is assuredly a lying impostor. We pray God that Hegraaipusly assist him to
retract and repudiate such claim. Should he repent, God will, no doubt, forgive him. If, however
he persisteth in his error, God will, assuredly, send down one who will deal mercilessly with
him. Terrible, indeed, is God in puniag! Whosoever interpreteth this verse otherwise than its
obvious meaning is deprived of the Spirit of God and of His mercy which encompasseth al
created things. Fear God, and follow not your idle fancies. Nay, rather follow the bidding of your
Lord, theAlmighty, the AllFWise.
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