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Partial translation

Carrying Arms

“It hath been forbidden you to carry arms unless essential…” 1

"Shoghi Effendi feels that it  should be explained that forbidding self-defense by Bahá'u'lláh 
should not be taken too literally. To put it as bluntly as this, he fears that the question might be 
misunderstood. Bahá'u'lláh could surely have not meant that a Bahá'í should not attempt to 
defend  his  life  against  any  irresponsible  assailant  who  might  attack  him  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  whether  religious  or  not.  Every  reasonable  person  would  feel  under  such 
circumstances justified in protecting his life...." 2

Babi Dispensation

See Arabic Bayan, Wahid IX, Chapter XIIII

1. Baha’u’llah, The Most Holy Book, para 159 

2. On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, Unfolding Destiny, p. 427 
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