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The Finding of Lost Property

“Question: What procedure should be followed on the discovery of lost property?
Answer: If such property be found in the town, its discovery is to be announced once by the
town crier. If the owner of the property is then found, it should be delivered up to him.
Otherwise, the finder of the property should wait one year, and if, during this period, the owner
cometh to light, the finder should receive from him the crier's fee and restore to him his
property; only if the year should pass without the owner’s being identified may the finder take
possession of the property himself. If the value of the property is less than or equal to the crier’s
fee, the finder should wait a single day from the time of its discovery, at the end of which, if the
owner hath not come to light, he may himself appropriate it; and in the case of property
discovered in an uninhabited areaq, the finder should observe a three days’ wait, on the passing
of which period, if the identity of the owner remain unknown, he is free to take possession of his
find.”"

"Baha'u'llah states that the determination of the degree of penalty, in accordance with the
seriousness of the offence, rests with the House of Justice (Q and A 49). The punishments for
theft are intended for a future condition of society, when they will be supplemented and applied
by the Universal House of Justice."

1. Baha'u'llah, Q & A, No. 17

2. Notes to Kitab-i-Agdas, no. 70
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