
Shaving one’s head
Bahá’u’lláh

Partial translation

Shaving one’s head

“Shave not your heads; God hath adorned them with hair, and in this there are signs from the  
Lord of creation to those who reflect upon the requirements of nature…” 1

“Question: Shaving the head hath been forbidden in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas but enjoined in the 
Súriy-i-Ḥajj.
Answer: All are charged with obedience to the Kitáb-i-Aqdas; whatsoever is revealed therein is  
the Law of God amid His servants. The injunction on pilgrims to the sacred House to shave the  
head hath been lifted.” 2

“Shave  not  your  heads
 In some religious traditions it is considered desirable to shave one’s head. The shaving of the 
head is forbidden by Bahá’u’lláh, and He makes it clear that the provision contained in His Súriy-
i-Ḥajj requiring pilgrims to the Holy House in Shíráz to shave their heads has been superseded 
through this verse of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas (Q&A 10).” 3

1. Baha’u’llah, The Most Holy Book, para 44 

2. Baha’u’llah, Q & A no. 10 

3. Notes to the Kitab-i-Aqdas no. 68 
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