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To Be Trustworthy

“Adorn your heads with the garlands of trustworthiness and fidelity, your hearts with the attire  
of the fear of God, your tongues with absolute truthfulness, your bodies with the vesture of  
courtesy. These are in truth seemly adornings unto the temple of man, if ye be of them that  
reflect. Cling, O ye people of Bahá, to the cord of servitude unto God, the True One, for thereby  
your stations shall be made manifest, your names written and preserved, your ranks raised  
and your memory exalted in the Preserved Tablet. Beware lest the dwellers on earth hinder you 
from this glorious and exalted station. Thus have We exhorted you in most of Our Epistles and  
now in this, Our Holy Tablet, above which hath beamed the Daystar of the Laws of the Lord,  
your God, the Powerful, the All-Wise.” 1

“The  purpose  of  the  one  true  God  in  manifesting  Himself  is  to  summon  all  mankind 
to truthfulness and sincerity, to piety and trustworthiness, to resignation and submissiveness  
to the Will of God, to forbearance and kindliness, to uprightness and wisdom. His object is to  
array every man with the mantle of a saintly character, and to adorn him with the ornament of  
holy and goodly deeds.” 2

“He is God, exalted be He, the Lord of majesty and power! The Prophets and Chosen Ones have 
all been commissioned by the One True God, magnified be His glory, to nurture the trees of  
human existence with the living waters of uprightness and understanding, that there may 
appear from them that which God hath deposited within their inmost selves. As may be readily  
observed, each tree yieldeth a certain fruit, and a barren tree is but fit for fire. The purpose of  
these Educators, in all they said and taught, was to preserve man’s exalted station. Well is it  
with him who in the Day of God hath laid fast hold upon His precepts and hath not deviated  
from His true and fundamental  Law. The fruits  that best befit  the tree of  human life are  
trustworthiness and godliness, truthfulness and sincerity; but greater than all, after recognition 
of the unity of God, praised and glorified be He, is regard for the rights that are due to one’s  
parents. This teaching hath been mentioned in all the Books of God, and reaffirmed by the  
Most Exalted Pen. Consider that which the Merciful Lord hath revealed in the Qur’án, exalted  
are His words: “Worship ye God, join with Him no peer or likeness; and show forth kindliness  
and charity towards your parents…” Observe how loving-kindness to one’s parents hath been 
linked to recognition of the one true God! Happy they who are endued with true wisdom and  
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understanding, who see and perceive, who read and understand, and who observe that which 
God hath revealed in the Holy Books of old, and in this incomparable and wondrous Tablet.” 3
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