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Translated

To Be Courteous

“Adorn your heads with the garlands of trustworthiness and fidelity, your hearts with the attire  
of the fear of God, your tongues with absolute truthfulness, your bodies with the vesture of  
courtesy. These are in truth seemly adornings unto the temple of man, if ye be of them that  
reflect. Cling, O ye people of Bahá, to the cord of servitude unto God, the True One, for thereby  
your stations shall be made manifest, your names written and preserved, your ranks raised  
and your memory exalted in the Preserved Tablet. Beware lest the dwellers on earth hinder you 
from this glorious and exalted station. Thus have We exhorted you in most of Our Epistles and  
now in this, Our Holy Tablet, above which hath beamed the Daystar of the Laws of the Lord,  
your God, the Powerful, the All-Wise.” 1

“O people of God! I  admonish you to observe courtesy, for above all else it is the prince of  
virtues. Well is it with him who is illumined with the light of courtesy and is attired with the 
vesture of uprightness. Whoso is endued with courtesy hath indeed attained a sublime station. 
It is hoped that this Wronged One and everyone else may be enabled to acquire it, hold fast  
unto it, observe it, and fix our gaze upon it. This is a binding command which hath streamed  
forth from the Pen of the Most Great Name.” 2

“This Youth hath ever been disinclined to breathe a word contrary to courtesy, for courtesy is  
Our  raiment,  wherewith  We  have  adorned  the  temples  of  Our  well-favoured  servants.  
Otherwise, some of the deeds that ye believe to be concealed would have been divulged in this  
Tablet.” 3

“Beware lest ye transgress the bounds of courtesy and commit that which your minds and 
your hearts abhor. This is that whereunto ye were bidden by the Pen of God, the Almighty, the  
Most Powerful. All hail then to this, the Festival of the Lord, that hath appeared above a horizon 
of wondrous grace!” 4

“We,  verily,  have  chosen courtesy,  and  made  it  the  true  mark  of  such  as  are  nigh  unto  
Him. Courtesy is, in truth, a raiment which fitteth all men, whether young or old. Well is it with  
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him that adorneth his temple therewith,  and woe unto him who is deprived of this great  
bounty.” 5

“For many years, Bahá’u’lláh nurtured these servants in the bosom of His loving-kindness, and 
trained and educated us through His compassion and unfailing bounty. Even as a tender and 
loving Teacher, He taught us—His children--the requisites of courtesy.” 6
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