To Be Persevering
Baha'u'llah, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi
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To Be Persevering

“These are the ordinances of God that have been set down in the Books and Tablets by His
Most Exalted Pen. Hold ye fast unto His statutes and commandments, and be not of those
who, following their idle fancies and vain imaginings, have clung to the standards fixed by their
own selves, and cast behind their backs the standards laid down by God. Abstain from food
and drink from sunrise to sundown, and beware lest desire deprive you of this grace that is
appointed in the Book.”'

“Be watchful lest the concerns and preoccupations of this world prevent you from observing
that which hath been enjoined upon you by Him Who is the Mighty, the Faithful. Be ye the
embodiments of such steadfastness amidst mankind that ye will not be kept back from God
by the doubts of those who disbelieved in Him when He manifested Himself, invested with a
mighty sovereignty. Take heed lest ye be prevented by aught that hath been recorded in the
Book from hearkening unto this, the Living Book, Who proclaimeth the truth: “Verily, there is no
God but Me, the Most Excellent, the All-Praised.” Look ye with the eye of equity upon Him Who
hath descended from the heaven of Divine will and power, and be not of those who act
unjustly.”?

“The ordinances of God have been sent down from the heaven of His most august Revelation.
All must diligently observe them. Man’s supreme distinction, his real advancement, his final
victory, have always depended, and will continue to depend, upon them. Whoso keepeth the
commandments of God shall attain everlasting felicity.

A twofold obligation resteth upon him who hath recognized the Dayspring of the Unity of God,
and acknowledged the truth of Him Who is the Manifestation of His oneness. The first is
steadfastness in His love, such steadfastness that neither the clamor of the enemy nor the
claims of the idle pretender can deter him from cleaving unto Him Who is the Eternal Truth, a
steadfastness that taketh no account of them whatever. The second is strict observance of the
laws He hath prescribed—Ilaws which He hath always ordained, and will continue to ordain,
unto men, and through which the truth may be distinguished and separated from falsehood.”*

1. Baha'u'llah, The Most Holy Book, para 17
2. Baha'u'llah, The Most Holy Book, para 134

3. Baha'u'llah, Gleanings CXXXIII
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“The first and foremost duty prescribed unto men, next to the recognition of Him Who is the
Eternal Truth, is the duty of steadfastness in His Cause. Cleave thou unto it, and be of them
whose minds are firmly fixed and grounded in God.” *

“Having reached this lofty station a twofold obligation resteth upon every soul. One is to be
steadfast in the Cause with such steadfastness that were all the peoples of the world to
attempt to prevent him from turning to the Source of Revelation, they would be powerless to
do so. The other is observance of the divine ordinances which have streamed forth from the

wellspring of His heavenly propelled Pen.”*

“Firmmness and steadfastness, however, are necessary, otherwise it will continue for some time,
but later be gradually forgotten. Perseverance is an essential condition. In every project firmness
and steadfastness will undoubtedly lead to good results; otherwise it will exist for some days,
and then be discontinued.”

Your perseverance will, even as a magnet, draw upon you the favours and blessings of
Bahd'u'llah.”’
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