
Abrogated Laws: Uncleanliness of Divers Objects and 
People
Bahá’u’lláh

Uncleanliness of divers objects and peoples

“God hath, likewise, as a bounty from His presence, abolished the concept of “uncleanness,”  
whereby divers things and peoples have been held to be impure. He, of a certainty, is the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Generous. Verily, all created things were immersed in the sea of purification  
when, on that first day of Riḍván, We shed upon the whole of creation the splendors of Our  
most excellent Names and Our most exalted Attributes. This, verily, is a token of My loving  
providence, which hath encompassed all the worlds. Consort ye then with the followers of all  
religions, and proclaim ye the Cause of your Lord, the Most Compassionate; this is the very  
crown of deeds, if ye be of them who understand.”1

“Hair doth not invalidate your prayer, nor aught from which the spirit hath departed, such as  
bones and the like. Ye are free to wear the fur of the sable as ye would that of the beaver, the  
squirrel, and other animals; the prohibition of its use hath stemmed, not from the Qur’án, but  
from the misconceptions of the divines. He, verily, is the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.” 2

“The second Glad-Tidings: It is permitted that the peoples and kindreds of the world associate  
with one another with joy and radiance. O people! Consort with the followers of all religions in a  
spirit of friendliness and fellowship. Thus hath the daystar of His sanction and authority shone 
forth above the horizon of the decree of God, the Lord of the worlds.” 3

“In former religions such ordinances as holy war, destruction of books, the ban on association 
and companionship with other peoples or on reading certain books had been laid down and 
affirmed according to the exigencies of the time; however, in this mighty Revelation, in this  
momentous Announcement, the manifold bestowals and favors of God have overshadowed all  
men, and from the horizon of the Will  of  the Ever-Abiding Lord,  His infallible decree hath 
prescribed that which We have set forth above.” 4

“Seventh leaf: of the Most Exalted Paradise is this: O ye men of wisdom among nations! Shut  
your eyes to estrangement, then fix your gaze upon unity. Cleave tenaciously unto that which 
will  lead  to  the  well-being  and  tranquility  of  all  mankind.  This  span  of  earth  is  but  one  
homeland  and  one  habitation.  It  behooveth  you  to  abandon  vainglory  which  causeth  
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alienation and to set your hearts on whatever will ensure harmony. In the estimation of the  
people  of  Bahá man’s  glory  lieth  in  his  knowledge,  his  upright  conduct,  his  praiseworthy  
character, his wisdom, and not in his nationality or rank. O people of the earth! Appreciate the  
value of this heavenly word. Indeed it may be likened unto a ship for the ocean of knowledge  
and a shining luminary for the realm of perception.” 5

“The unbelievers and the faithless have set their minds on four things: first, the shedding of 
blood; second, the burning of books;  third,  the shunning of the followers of other religions; 
fourth,  the  extermination  of  other  communities  and  groups.  Now  however,  through  the 
strengthening grace and potency of the Word of God these four barriers have been demolished, 
these clear injunctions have been obliterated from the Tablet and brutal dispositions have been 
transmuted into spiritual attributes.” 6

“The Great Being saith: O well-beloved ones! The tabernacle of unity hath been raised; regard ye 
not one another as strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. We 
cherish the hope that the light of justice may shine upon the world and sanctify it from tyranny.” 
7

Hair doth not invalidate your prayer, nor aught from which the spirit hath departed, such  
as bones and the like. Ye are free to wear the fur of the sable as ye would that of the  
beaver,  the  squirrel,  and  other  animals
 In some earlier religious Dispensations, the wearing of the hair of certain animals or having 
certain  other  objects  on one’s  person was  held  to  invalidate  one’s  prayer.  Bahá’u’lláh  here 
confirms the Báb’s pronouncement in the Arabic Bayán that such things do not invalidate one’s 
prayer.” 8

God hath exempted women who are in their courses from obligatory prayer and fasting.
 Exemption from obligatory prayer and fasting is granted to women who are menstruating; they 
should, instead, perform their ablutions (see note 34) and repeat 95 times a day between one 
noon and the next, the verse “Glorified be God, the Lord of Splendor and Beauty.” This provision 
has its antecedent in the Arabic Bayán, where a similar dispensation was granted.

In some earlier religious Dispensations, women in their courses were considered ritually unclean 
and  were  forbidden  to  observe  the  duties  of  prayer  and  fasting.  The  concept  of  ritual 
uncleanness has been abolished by Bahá’u’lláh (see note 106).

The Universal House of Justice has clarified that the provisions in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas granting 
exemptions from certain duties and responsibilities are, as the word indicates, exemptions and 
not  prohibitions.  Any  believer  is,  therefore,  free  to  avail  himself  or  herself  of  an  applicable 
exemption if  he or she so wishes. However,  the House of Justice counsels that,  in deciding 
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whether to do so or not, the believer should use wisdom and realize that Bahá’u’lláh has granted 
these exemptions for good reason.

The prescribed exemption from obligatory prayer, originally related to the Obligatory Prayer 
consisting of nine rak‘ahs, is now applicable to the three Obligatory Prayers which superseded 
it.” 9

semen  is  not  unclean
 In a number of religious traditions and in Shí‘ih Muslim practice semen has been declared 
ritually unclean. Bahá’u’lláh has here dispelled this concept. See also note 106 below.” 10

“God hath … abolished the concept of “uncleanness,” whereby divers things and peoples  
have  been  held  to  be  impure.
 The concept of ritual “uncleanness,” as understood and practiced in some tribal societies and 
in the religious communities of certain earlier Dispensations, has been abolished by Baha’u’llah. 
He  states  that  through  His  Revelation “all  created  things  were  immersed  in  the  sea  of  
purification.” (See also notes 12, 20, and 103.)” 11

Babi Dispensation

See the Arabic Bayan, Wáhid X, Chapter V
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