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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter and......
Abdu’l-Bahá
Translated
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[A Tablet of 'Abdu'l‑Bahá]
Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania
To the maidservant of God, Miss Martha Root, upon her be the glory of
God, the Most Glorious.
He is God
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter and the brief
ones have all been received and attentively perused. Praise be to God,
they imparted glad tidings and joyful news. Thou art indeed serving
diligently in the path of God, art making every effort to show forth
love to everyone, art raising the Call to the divine Kingdom and
bringing light to the hearts of men. Be thou well assured that the
confirmations of the Kingdom shall encompass thee and thou shalt become
the recipient of the bounties of the Lord of Hosts.
As far as possible, rest thou not for a moment, travel to the North and
South of the country and summon all men to the oneness of the world of
humanity and to universal peace, saying: O people! Bahá'u'lláh laid the
foundation of universal peace fifty years ago. He even addressed
Epistles to the kings wherein He declared that war could destroy the
foundation of the world of humanity, that peace was conducive to
everlasting life and that dire peril awaited mankind. Also three years
before the outbreak of the world war 'Abdu'l-Bahá travelled to America
and most of Europe, where he raised His voice before all gatherings,
societies and churches, appealing: O ye assemblage of men! The continent
of Europe hath virtually become an arsenal filled with explosives. There
are vast stores of destructive material hidden underground, liable to
burst forth at a single spark, causing the whole earth to quake. O ye
men of understanding! Bestir yourselves that perchance this accumulation
of volatile material may not explode. But the appeal went unheeded and
consequently this murderous war broke out.
The bulk of humanity now realiseth what a great calamity war is and how
war turneth man into a ferocious animal, causing prosperous cities and
villages to be reduced to ruins and the foundations of the human edifice
to crumble. Now, since all men have been awakened and their ears are
attentive, it is time for the promulgation of universal peace---a peace
based on righteousness and justice---that mankind may not be exposed to
further dangers in the future. Now is the dawn of universal peace, and
the first streaks of its light are beginning to appear. We earnestly
hope that its effulgent orb may shine forth and flood the East and the
West with its radiance. The establishment of universal peace is not
possible save through the power of the Word of God. Effort must be made
for the Word of God to exert its influence so that universal peace may
be established.
Strive thou as much as possible to raise the Call of the Kingdom of God,
for it is this Call that bestoweth the spirit of life. Likewise
endeavour to summon the people to the divine Covenant and Testament,
inasmuch as the power of the Covenant, like unto an artery, pulsateth in
the body of the world.
Thou hast mentioned the names of numerous souls in thy letter. Verily
each one of them deserveth to receive a separate letter, particularly
those who are wholly dedicated to the service of the Kingdom of God, who
cherish no desire save the common weal and have no purpose but to show
utmost love and kindness to every member of human society. Though their
bodies are earthly, their souls belong to the realm of the spirit. That
is, they have been quickened by the breath of celestial life. Their
hearts are mirrors of the Sun of Truth whose light shineth therein with
the utmost splendour. Convey thou to them on my behalf the expression of
my ardent love and kindness and tell them that day and night I entreat
and supplicate the Kingdom of Glory with utmost humility and lowliness,
begging for them heavenly confirmations.
Concerning the friends in Pittsburgh, thou hast written that some
misunderstandings have arisen among them. No power can eliminate
misunderstandings except that of the Covenant. The power of the Covenant
is all-embracing and resolveth all difficulties, for the Pen of Glory
hath explicitly declared that whatever misunderstanding may arise should
be referred to the Centre of the Covenant. He will resolve every
difficulty. Thus no power can dispel misunderstandings among the friends
except the Covenant and the Testament of God.
Therefore it behoveth thee to urge and encourage all the friends to
remain firm in the Covenant and Testament. Christ, referring to Peter,
said: "Thou art a Rock and upon this Rock I shall build My Church." This
statement is not recorded by the pen of Christ, nor doth it clearly call
for turning to Peter, nor hath it been revealed by Christ in His Book.
It is but a tradition handed down by the apostles. This tradition,
however, caused everyone to obey, and eliminated misunderstandings among
the apostles and the Christians. Now here is the Book of the Covenant,
and not a tradition. It hath been inscribed by the Supreme Pen of
Bahá'u'lláh and is not conveyed by word of mouth. Therein He hath
explicitly enjoined that after His passing all must turn to the Centre
of the Covenant, and that for anything not understood in the Book, He is
the authorised Interpreter and whatsoever He uttereth is right. On Him
alone hath this authority been conferred. The Book of the Covenant is
the last Tablet revealed by the Supreme Pen before His ascension, and
all previous Tablets are subordinate to the Book of the Covenant, which
is the last emanation of His Will, whereas all other Tablets were
revealed prior to this One, and He hath named it the "Book of the
Covenant". Therefore reflect ye carefully. Should the friends be firm in
the Covenant, could misunderstandings arise among them? By God, that
cannot be, except among those individuals who harbour evil intentions
and malice, who cherish the idea of leadership and partisanship.
Notwithstanding that these men have written treatises in their own
handwriting in which they invoked evil upon the Covenant-breakers,
denouncing them as the ones who subvert the institution of the Cause of
Bahá'u'lláh and affirming that this Covenant is inscribed by the Pen of
the Most High and that whoever deviateth in the least from the Centre of
the Covenant would be of the malicious and would deserve the wrath of
God, yet these men have now themselves become the exponents of
violation, inasmuch as they are motivated by malice. Their main object
was to secure leadership and acquire wealth, but when they realised that
by remaining firm in the Covenant their selfish desires would not be
gratified, they deviated therefrom. These men were either first truthful
and then became untrue or first were untrue and then became truthful. In
either case their lie is manifest. Despite all this, certain people who
are not aware of the facts will be sorely shaken by reason of the doubts
instilled in their hearts. Therefore it behoveth thee to awaken
everyone. Send a copy of this letter to Mr. Remey, Mrs. Cooper and Mrs.
Goodall. Upon thee be the glory of the All-Glorious!
20 July 1919
---'Abdu'l‑Bahá
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