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As for the story of Adam, the Father of Mankind, which is recorded in the Sacred Scriptures, this 
requireth  explanation  and  interpretation.  By  "genesis"  is  intended  a  spiritual  creation  and 
heavenly existence; for otherwise the most cursory reflection would be sufficient to convince 
even  a  child  that  this  boundless  universe,  the  world  of  being---this  infinite  cosmos,  this 
prodigious system, this mighty and primordial workshop---is far more than six thousand years 
old, as hath in fact been realized in this illumined age by scientists and men of learning, on the 
basis of decisive proofs and evidences founded on both reason and discovery. In recent times 
remains have come to light which have been definitely and conclusively established to be more 
than ten thousand years old. Through the science of geology this hidden secret hath been 
grasped---that the age of the world surpasseth man's conception. The one true God hath ever 
been the Possessor  of  all  Names and Attributes,  and the necessary  concomitants  of  these 
Names and Attributes have likewise ever existed and shall continue to exist throughout eternity. 
He Who is the "Creator" requireth a creation, while He Who is the "Provider" requireth some 
object  to  provide  for.  A  king,  to  be  a  king,  must  have  a  realm,  an  army,  the  insignia  of 
sovereignty, the retinue and entourage of kingship. The sovereignty of God is everlasting; from 
time immemorial it hath existed, and at no time hath it been suspended. For a king bereft of 
troops and territory is a person of no consequence; and were One Who is the 'All-Possessing' to 
be entirely destitute, know then that no richer harvest would be reaped from His existence than 
from a fruitless cypress tree.

---'Abdu'l-Bahá
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