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June 22nd, 1923

To Margaret Stevenson

My dear Baha'i sister,
Your beautiful letter of April 3rd written to the Beloved Guardian of the Cause of God, our dear
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Shoghi Effendi, was received.! He was much impressed and charmed with the spirit of your
letter, which indicated deep devotion to and absolute dependence on the Holy Spirit of the
Beloved Master, ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

He instructed me with a heart overflowing with love to answer your letter, conveying to you his
high estimation for the beauty of the faith of the New Zealand friends, and deep appreciation
towards the splendid services of our dear Mr. and Mrs. Dunn,” who are so wonderfully blessed
and assisted by the power of the Holy CGhost. He loves you all and prays for your happiness and
spiritual growth.

It is true that your group is now still small, but he assures you that your group will before long
grow larger and larger day by day. It has been always the case with the growth of every religion.
Some pure soul or souls go to some land and sow the seeds of the heavenly teachings in the
hearts of few who are most pure and so most receptive. The seeds will germinate and grow in
them. The fruits of these seeds appear in the regeneration of the lives of these primary
adherents. These primary adherents share the bounties they have received with other souls,
who through them obtain new life and light and in turn illumine other people. The primary
adherents are the stars of great magnitude in every land in the firmament of the Kingdom of
God. They are the chosen people. They are like candles which, through their sacrificial efforts, are
weeping their lives away in order to give light to the world and establish the purpose of their
Lord and Saviour, which purpose is the salvation of mankind. His Holiness, Jesus Christ! see how
small the group of His disciples was! No matter how few the number of the disciples was, yet
they through His power illumined the world. Our Era is similar to that, but through the

1. Margaret Stevenson, the first New Zealand Baha'i was born on November 30th, 1865. Her first intimation
of the Baha'i Faith was through reading “The Christian Commmonwealth” and she admitted later that “she
did not think any more about it". She received this journal from her sister who was in London studying
music and had heard ‘Abdu’l-Baha address the congregation of St. John's, Westminster at the invitation of
Canon Wilberforce. She was so impressed that when another discourse given by ‘Abdu’l-Baha at City
Temple, London was printed in “The Christian Commonwealth” dated March 27th, 1971, she sent a copy of
the journal to Margaret in New Zealand. In 1912, Miss Dorothea Spinney arrived in Auckland from London
and stayed with Margaret at her home, “Clunie”, 3, Cowie Street, Parnell where she talked about the Baha'i
Cause and her own meeting with ‘Abdu’l-Baha. To quote Margaret's own words: “As a child, | used to wish |
had lived when Christ was on earth. As Miss Spinney spoke, | remembered my childhood wish, and the
thought came to me that | too might have denied Him as so many others had done. It was this secret
thought that made me seriously think of what | heard from Miss Spinney, and through God’'s grace and
mercy | was enabled to grasp and believe in Bahd'u'llah and His Message”.* Margaret spoke to others of her
belief and obtained literature from America, becoming a subscriber to “Star of the West". Eventually a study
group was formed in Auckland and for ten years, Margaret's home was a venue for these classes. It was
here that the first Baha'i Feast in New Zealand took place in January, 1923.

2. Born in London in 1855, Hyde Dunn was engaged in business in Britain and continental Europe before
emigrating to the United States. In 1905, whilst at a tinsmith's shop in Seattle, he observed the shopkeeper
in excited conversation with a man who had just returned from the Prison of ‘Akkd and the presence of
‘Abdu’l-Baha; he overheard the quotation “Let not a man glory in this, that he loves his country, but let him
glory in this, that he loves his kind". Hyde Dunn later recalled that “The words reached me with dynamic
force, its truth and power crystallised in my heart — a new consciousness awakened... That one glorious
utterance magnetised my whole being, appealed as a new note, sent forth frorm God to His wandering
creatures — a Message from the Supreme to the sons of men”* Recognising the Truth, Hyde Dunn
interrupted the conversation, and accepted immediately the Revelation of Baha'u'llah. The year was 1905.



development of humanity it is greater, and through the evils of the material civilization and
negligence of mankind our sacrifices must be greater. Divine light must make itself manifest in
our daily life deeds. In the early days of the appearance of our Saviour, virtue was to save
ourselves. When we are once established in our faith, then virtue is to save others. The three
mottoes of education hold true in our case too. First grow, then become and then contribute.
We have developed; we have established ourselves, and now it is time to contribute to others.
We have inexhaustible capital. The candles of our spiritual lives constantly weep away their lives
in shedding light to the world, but they never become exhausted. For there is connection
between our lives and that of Baha'u'lldah and our beloved ‘Abdu’l-Baha. It cannot be described
how much we long to see our dear New Zealand brethren and sisters. We hope the day will
come when they can come to us and we to them. Meanwhile, we are praying at the Holy
Threshold of our beloved Master for your success and happiness. We hope you will pray for us
too. The effect of the prayers of the pure hearts is tremendously great. Our dear Shoghi Effendi
wants you not to look at your own capacity, but at the power of the Holy Ghost of God. He sends

you all his loving greeting and tender affection.
With warm wishes and Bahd'i love, | remain,
Your humble brother in His love,

‘Aziz'U’'lldh S. Bahadur

-D-
May 8th, 1925

To Sarah Blundell

Alldh—-u-Abha Dear Baha'i Sister, Shoghi Effendi was very pleased to receive this morning your
letter of 28th April, but we were very sorry to hear you have been ill and hope your health will
soon be completely restored.”

3. The Blundell family: Mrs. Sarah Blundell was born at Burwell, Cambridgeshire, England in 1850, a year
sacred in Baha'i history as that of the Bab’s martyrdom, and was destined to become one of the pioneers of
the Baha'i Cause in New Zealand. She received her early religious training from her “Non-Conformist”
father, a man whose strong convictions led him to withdraw his seven year old daughter from religious
instruction classes at her boarding school. The feeling of isolation which followed caused her to think for
herself and she had the rare distinction of being one of the first women to enter the Cambridge University
Examinations in an age prejudiced against the education of women.
In 1886, with her husband and seven children, she arrived in New Zealand where she endured hardship and
difficulties in a strange country. She persisted in her unfettered search for truth and rejected several
dogmas until, with an open mind and a prepared heart, she read in “The Christian Commonwealth” of
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s visit to London in 1911 and sent overseas for additional literature. When Mr. and Mrs. Dunn
arrived in Auckland in 1922-3, Mrs. Blundell invited them to her home, “Lymbury”, Ridings Road, Remuera to
meet a group of twenty people whom she thought might be interested. This was the first Baha'i meeting
held in New Zealand and shortly afterwards Mrs. Blundell accepted the Baha'i Faith.
On hearing from Martha Root that Shoghi Effendi and the Ladies of the Household were eager to welcome
the New Zealand friends, Sarah Blundell arranged to make the journey to the Holy Land in 1925 visit the
Holy Family, and the Shrines of the Bab, Bahd'u'llah and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, and to meet in person many other



It was nice that you saw Shoghi's sister and Soheil's brother in London.
| forget whether | gave you the address of Mr and Mrs King, c/o Messrs Hayman and King, 202
Old Christchurch Rd. Bournemouth. They are very kind-hearted Bahd'is and will be delighted to
see any of you if you call. Both of them work in the business and you are most likely to see them
if you call there. They live above the shop. | gave you Sister Challis's address at West Moors
(Ferndown Lodge). You can get there by ‘bus from Bournemouth Sq. or Lansdowne, which will
drop you right at Sister Challis's door (She keeps a nursing home) or you can go by train from
West Bournemouth to West Moors station which is within 5 minutes’ walk of Ferndown Lodge. |
hope you will be able to see her. As | write, the Greatest Holy Leaf is on a visit to the Shrine of the
Master. It is over a year, | think, since she has been able to visit the shrine and until now she has
not seen the new Gardens, in the laying out of which Shoghi Effendi has taken such a deep
interest. The Gardens are looking lovely now and it is easy to imagine how delighted she will be.
One day during the feast of Ridvan she and the Holy Mother were able to visit Bahji and the
Garden of Ridvan.

| have quite recovered fromm my pleurisy now and am steadily regaining my strength. Shoghi
Effendi is still tired. | hope he will soon be able to take a rest. All the friends here join in loving
greetings and best wishes to yourself, your son and daughter, Miss Stevenson and Effie Baker.”
With warmest greetings.
Your brother in the service of the Beloved,
J. E. Esslemont

Effie Baker became disenchanted with the Church and, having an open and enquiring
attitude, was one of a committee formed in Melbourne responsible for arranging speakers to
address the “New Thought” organisation. This led her to attend a public meeting at which Hyde
Dunn spoke on the Baha'i Faith and, recognising the truth of the Message, Effie Baker accepted
the Faith the same evening and so became the first woman believer in Australia. She
accompanied Martha Root on the latter's lecture tour of New Zealand and, learning of the New
Zealand Baha'is projected journey to the Holy Land in 1925, Effie sold her home and joined the
pilgrims.

After the bounty of visiting the Shrines and meeting with the Guardian and the Createst Holy
Leaf, Effie acceded to Shoghi Effendi's request and accompanied the New Zealand friends to
London so as to contact the British Baha'i community. She planned to return to Australia and
assist the Dunns, and had accepted an invitation from the Ladies of the Holy Family to stop over
in Haifa on her homeward journey, but on arriving there in June, she found Shoghi Effendi was
away from the Holy Land and so decided to wait until he returned. Her offer to serve was
accepted and she remained at the World Centre of the Bahad'i Faith in Israel for the next eleven
years where she assumed the duties of hostess, welcoming the friends to the Pilgrim House,
using her artistry and talent to photograph events in Haifa for the Guardian. In 1930, when the
need arose to secure 1937 photographs of places in Persia associated with the early history of the
Baha'i Faith, Effie undertook arduous journeys by road through Syria and ‘Iraqg, undeterred by

Baha'is — this was “a crowning gift to one whose spiritual path had been travelled alone.”™ She returned to
New Zealand after first going home to England to see her relatives and, at the Guardian’s suggestion, make
personal contact with the English Bahd'i community. She continued to work unsparingly in New Zealand to
serve the Cause of Baha'u'llah until her passing at the age of eighty-four years on December 20th, 1934.

4. Rev. Oscar Blundell



danger from hostile bandits. This intrepid worker now embarked on an exacting and fruitful
period of direct service to the Guardian, often using cars supplied by the Persian believers, at
times travelling on horseback, mule or donkey to all but a few sites where it was too dangerous
for a westerner to venture. The unique photographic record she obtained was immortalised by
being selected by the Guardian for inclusion in Nabil's “The Dawnbreakers”.
In 1936, Effie returned to her homeland, Australia, where she looked after the National Archives
over a long period. Her last years were spent in a small flat in the Haziratu'l-Quds in Sydney at
the invitation of the National Spiritual Assembly of Australia and New Zealand who had been
requested by the Guardian to take care of her until her passing on January 2nd,

My dear precious sister in ‘Abdu’l-Baha:
I was so glad to hear from you directly and learn of your improved health and meeting with the
English Bahd'is. | need not assure you of my ardent prayers for your happiness, good health and
continued success in the service of the Cause. | hope and pray you will be enabled by the
guiding spirit of the Master not only to stimulate the interest of your friends and relations in this
Cause but to make of some of them earnest and whole-hearted believers and supporters of the
Faith.

Shoghi

-3-
May 9th, 1925

To Margaret Stevenson

Alldh-u-Abha Dear Bahd'i Sister, The Greatest Holy Leaf and Shoghi Effendi have asked me to
answer on their behalf your kind letters of Apr. 2nd from Port Sa‘id and April 14th from London.
We were sorry to hear that Mrs Blundell got a chill on the steamer and was laid up for a few days
after her arrival in London. We hope that by this time she is all right again. We had a note from
her from Bournemouth. You will be glad to hear that the Greatest Holy Leaf and the Holy
Mother were able to motor to Bahji and Ridvan one day during the Feast of Ridvan, and that
yesterday the Greatest Holy Leaf motored to the Shrine of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd and saw the new
Gardens in which Shoghi Effendi has been taking so much interest. Yesterday a Dutchman
arrived here from Port Sa‘id, the first Dutch Bahd'i, so far as we know. He has been a sincere and
earnest truth-seeker for years. About 9 months ago he left his home at the Hague and walked
on foot through Belgium, France and Italy. Then he felt some inward urge to go to Egypt, and
travelled thither by a Dutch Cargo Steamer. When the steamer arrived at Port Sa‘id, Mahmud
Effendi, one of the Port Sa‘id Baha'is came on board and was introduced to Mesdag (the
Dutchman). They struck up a friendship at once and after 2 days Mesdag went to live in
Mahmud’s house. There he met Martha Root, Mr Schopflocher and various other Bahd'is, read
my book and became thoroughly interested and seems now already a firm believer. He has



already, since his arrival yesterday morning, translated our 8-page folder into Dutch and we
hope he will be able to do much to make the Cause known in Holland and win adherents there.

| have quite recovered from my pleurisy now and am feeling almost as vigorous as before the
attack. ‘Aziz’u’llah Bahadur is now in Stuttgart. There is as yet no improvement in his hand, but
he is having skilled treatment now and we hope it will be successful. He seems to be having a
very happy time with the German friends. Shoghi Effendi is much in need of rest, but fairly well.
He and all the members of the Holy Family join in loving greetings and heartfelt prayers for your
welfare. We hope you will have a fine time in England and return to New Zealand refreshed and
reinvigorated physically and spiritually to take up your work for the Kingdom there with new
enthusiasm and devotion. We pray that you may always be guided and strengthened by the

Divine Confirmations.
With love also to Effie Baker and all the other friends,
Your brother in the service of the Beloved,

J. E. Esslemont

My precious Baha'i sister:
| wish to assure you personally of my appreciation of your devotion to the Cause, and your
earnest efforts to promote it as well as my fervent prayers for your spiritual advancement,
success and happiness. | will always remember you most tenderly in my hours of visit at the
three holy Shrines and beseech for you and the New Zealand friends the blessings of our loving

and almighty Master.
Your true brother,
Shoghi
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May 21st, 1925

To Bertram Dewing

Alldh-u-Abha Dear Bahd'i Brother, Shoghi Effendi has asked me to reply to your kind letter of
Tth April. He is delighted to hear that you propose starting a Baha'i Magazine for Australia and
New Zealand and suggests as a suitable title “The Herald of the South”. Every 19 days a letter will
be sent from Haifa to Mr and Mrs Hyde Dunn giving the news of the Cause. Owing to the
restricted facilities for multiplying copies which are at present available here, | fear it will not be
possible to send another copy to you, but doubtless you can arrange with Mr and Mrs Hyde
Dunn to have their copy passed on to you for the magazine. We are glad to hear that
notwithstanding the absence of the Blundells and Margaret Stevenson, the friends in New
Zealand are remaining united and active. We hope that when the pilgrims return the faith and
enthusiasm of the believers will be greatly deepened and strengthened and that many new
believers may be attracted. | had a long letter from Effie Baker yesterday. She is very devoted
and whole-hearted and will be a valuable worker for the Cause, | think, and a great help to
Father and Mother Dunn. When she wrote, Margaret Stevenson had gone to Scotland and Mrs



and Miss Blundell were in Bournemouth. Effie Baker hopes to make a return visit to Haifa on her
way back to Australia. Shoghi Effendi assures you of his prayers on behalf of your mother,
yourself and all the Australasian friends and his hopes that the proposed Magazine may greatly
help the spread of the Glad Tidings in Australia and New Zealand. With warmest greetings and
best wishes, Yours sincerely in the Master's service, J. E. Esslemont

My dear fellow-worker:
Your charming letter truly gladdened my heart. | will follow the development of your magazine
with keen interest and assure you of my desire to help and promote its interests to the fullest
possible extent. | am enclosing the photographs of the shrine and gardens recently laid out in
the close neighbourhood of the Shrines of the Bab and ‘Abdu’l-Baha. | assure you of my love,
appreciation and fervent prayers.
Yours,
Shoghi

May 28th, 1925

To Margaret Stevenson

Alldh-u-Abha. Dear Baha'i Sister, Shoghi Effendi asks me to thank you on his behalf for your
letter of 14th May. He received the letter of Mrs. Amy Thornton all right. | remmemlber answering it
for him some weeks ago, so you can set your mind at rest on that score. The recovery of your
Baha'i ring and stones was very remarkable. It reminds me of a somewhat similar occurrence in
Bournemouth. One of our Baha'i friends had her Baha'i ring stolen, and nothing was heard or
seen of it for some months. Mr. King, another of our group, has an antique shop in Bournemouth
and one day his partner (a non-Baha'i) bought a ring from a man who said it was his wife's, but
as they had become very badly off she wanted to sell it. When Mr. King saw the ring he
recognized it as a Bahd'i ring and knowing that this friend had lost her ring, he sent it to me. It
turned out to be her ring and she was delighted to recover it. The curious thing is that out of the
dozens of jewellers and antique shops in Bournemouth to which the ring might have been
taken for sale, it should be taken to the one where there was a Bahd'i who recognized it.

| hope that before you leave Scotland you may be able to go to Aberdeen and see my home
people. They would be delighted to see you. My father's address is Fairford, Cults, (about 3 miles
from Aberdeen, by car or train). He is 86 years of age and rather frail. My sister looks after him. My
two married brothers are Peter Esslemont, 21, Louisville Avenue (Business: John E. Esslemont, 16
King Street) and W.D.E,, 12 Wellbrae Terr., Mannofield. Both of their houses are near the
Mannofield Car Line. We were very glad to hear of your meetings with the friends at London and
West Moors. Many thanks for your letter to myself and the excellent snap-shots enclosed. | am
glad you have fallen in love with Sister Challis and hope you will see her again before you leave. |
had a delightful letter yesterday from Miss Kilford of West Moors, whom | regard as a Baha'i



grand-daughter, as she was brought into the Cause by Sister Challis who calls me her Baha'i
father! We hope Shoghi Effendi will get away soon for a much needed rest. The Greatest Holy
Leaf was rather seriously ill last week, but is a good deal better again, although very feeble and
frail. | have been advised by the Drs to leave Haifa for the summer months, as my breathing has
lately been troublesome and they think the moist heat during the summer here would be bad
for me. On the same day on which this decision was arrived at, | received a cordial invitation to
go to a place in the Black Forest for my summer vacation. The Drs considered this place would
be ideal for me and that the sooner | got away the better, so | leave in 3 days time. My address
will be c/o Frau Victoria von Sigsfeld, Husli, Finsterlingen, bei St Blaisien, Baden, Germany. | hope
to return to Haifa in the latter part of Sept. to resume my work here.

Shoghi Effendi, the members of the Holy Household and the friends here join in loving greetings

and best wishes.
Your brother in the service of the Beloved,
J. E. Esslemont

Mrs Schopflocher arrived here last night after a very successful tour in Russia, Persia and ‘Iraq.

My dear co-worker:
| was very glad indeed to learn about your experiences and visit to the friends and your firm
determination to labour unceasingly in the Divine Vineyard. | will continue to pray for you that all
your relatives and friends may recognise and be illumined with the resplendent Light of this
Divine Revelation. Never feel disheartened and trust me ever your affectionate, grateful and true
brother in the service of the Cause.

Shoghi

-6 -
November 4th, 1925

To Margaret Stevenson

Dear Baha'i Sister, Shoghi Effendi received your kind letter and wishes me to acknowledge its
receipt. He hopes that on your return to New Zealand you will obtain divine assistance in your
services to the Cause. That land has been newly opened to the Baha'i Movement. The work of
the friends therefore, interesting and useful as it may be, is hard and most exacting to one's
patience and energy. It needs great perseverance to obtain a hearing among the people and
draw their attention to this Blessed Cause. But once that that has been obtained and the way
smoothed then progress becomes increasingly great and the fruits of your labours appreciated.
Shoghi Effendi is very glad that you have enjoyed your trip to England. The Friends there though
they are few in number, are full of love and affection, one cannot but feel at home among them.
Shoghi Effendi thanks Miss Nora Lee for the kind contribution she has made to the Cause. It will
be spent for the progress of this movement so dear to the heart of us all. Enclosed there will be a
receipt for that amount. Shoghi Effendi and the other members of the family send you their best



Bahd'i love and greeting and wish you success in your services to the Cause. Your brother in His
Name, RUhi Afnan

My dearest fellow-worker:
My prayers accompany you wherever you go. | wish you to be happy, confident and active. Rest
assured of my great admiration of your zeal and steadfast labours, of my confidence in the
success of your splendid pioneer services and of my eagerness to hear from you about the

progress of your work.
Your true brother,
Shoghi
-7 -

December 5th, 1925

To Bertram Dewing, publisher of the Baha'i Magazine, “The Herald of the South”

My dear friend and fellow-worker: | have just heard the welcome news of the publication of the
first issue of the Baha'i Journal, recently established by the friends of Australia and New Zealand.
| rejoice in this new and notable Baha'i enterprise, particularly as it is undertaken by my dearly-
beloved and self-sacrificing brothers and sisters in a land which holds so great a promise for the
future. | have followed the progress of the activities of the Baha'is of Australia and New Zealand
with keen interest and ever-increasing confidence, and with a deep sense of pride and
gratitude. | most heartily welcome this newly-added link in the chain of the many services, so
lovingly and spontaneously rendered by the pioneers of the Cause in these lands. | assure you of
my steadfast prayers for the speedy expansion and consolidation of this youngest of all Baha'i
Magazines, and of my earnest endeavours to enable it to attain a standard worthy of the bearer
of such a noble Message. It should be the object and purpose of its author and publisher to open
its pages to the consideration and review of matters that are strictly Baha'i in character, as well
as to the treatment of topics of a humanitarian, ethical and religious nature; that its readers,
while witnessing to the liberal and broad-minded attitude of the Baha'i Cause, may receive from
it their full share of inspiration which only a clear and direct statement of the Divine Message
can impart.

Go forth, on thy noble errand, O thou Herald of the South! Join thy voice, however feeble, to
those of thy sister-journals who, in various parts of the world, are raising with one accord the call
of this new Day of God. Persevere in thy labours, endeavour to reach every circle and every
home, that the light thou bearest may in the fulness of time illuminate with its healing rays the

uttermost corners of that distant and troubled continent.
Your well-wisher,
Shoghi
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March 4th, 1926

To Margaret Stevenson

Dear Bahd'i Sister, Your letter to Shoghi Effendi and the enclosed one to Ruhi with the postal
order for £10 have been received and read with keen interest and pleasure. We are all very
happy to know that you have had such a pleasant journey back home and that you had the
opportunity of delivering the message on so many occasions. We hope and pray that the seed
you have sown has fallen on fertile soil and that in time it will grow and bear abundant fruit. We
hope that now through your sustained zeal and effort new life will be infused into your small
Baha'i group, and that it will in the near future grow sufficiently in number to enable you to form
an assembly the first to be established in that land. We shall pray at the Holy Threshold for your
guidance and the success of your work.

The GCreatest Holy Leaf and the Holy Mother remmember you well, and they and the other
members of the family send their loving greetings to you. You will be interested to know that
the new pilgrim house is being completed, and it will be all ready in a month time for the new
pilgrims that will come. We still have our dear sister Effie Baker with us, and we all love her so;
she is so sweet and helpful. We have just now two American lady friends with us, Auntie Victoria
Bedekian and Mrs R. Kehler — very fine Bahd'is they are and we are expecting some more soon. |
always remember the happy day | spent with you and Effy in London and shall look forward to
the pleasure of meeting you again some day — perhaps here in Haifa or in New Zealand, who
knows? | am back at home now for the present, and | am trying to help Shoghi Effendi a little in
his enormous task. He is keeping in good health | am glad to say in spite of his many activities
and heavy and manifold responsibilities. To you he sends his brotherly love and the assurance of
his prayers for your welfare and happiness.
With all good wishes and loving greetings,
Your sister in His Service,

Ruh-Anguiz Rabbani

My dear and precious Baha' sister:

| cannot but add a few words personally expressing my deep appreciation of your persistent,

self-sacrificing services to the Cause. | have devoted your gift towards the Fund for the Western

Pilgrim House and | wish to assure you that when | visit the Holy Shrines | tenderly supplicate for

you Divine Guidance and strength in your labours for our beloved Cause.

Your true Brother,
Shoghi

10
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April 3rd, 1926

To Sarah Blundell

Dear Spiritual Sister:
Shoghi Effendi wishes me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated January 24,19. He
hopes that after this long vacation you have had you are ready to begin spreading the Cause in
New Zealand with even greater energy than before. The people there seem to be broad in their
outlook, receptive to any idea which helps the human family from decreasing its burden. Shoghi
Effendi was most chagrined to hear of the sudden death of your son[A5] and wishes me to
extend to you his deepest love and sympathy. There is no special news here except that we have
removed to the new pilgrim house. Miss Baker is well and very busy entertaining the friends and
arranging the new home. Shoghi Effendi as well as the other members of the family are well and
send you their love and greetings. They earnestly pray for your success and hope to hear, before
long, the news of your many victories in the field of services to the Cause. Please convey my
loving greetings to your son and daughter. Yours most sincerely,
RUhi Afnan

My dear fellow-worker:
| wish to express in person my deep sympathy in the heavy loss you have sustained. May the
Beloved Comforter strengthen you and sustain you in your bereavement. The memory of your
visit to the Holy Land is still fresh and vivid in my mind and | pray and supplicate at the holy
Shrines that your labours in the Cause may yield an abundant harvest.
Your sympathising brother,
Shoghi

e (“The Baha'i World, Vol. IX, 1940-1944", pp. 600-602. Baha'i Publishing Committee,
Wilmette, [llinois)
In 1925, Margaret was one of a small group who journeyed from New Zealand to the Holy
Land on pilgrimage, and after an inspiring nineteen days in Haifa, travelled on to England
where she met with the English Baha'i community. The pilgrims arrived back in Auckland
in December, 1925, bringing with them some dust from the Tomb of Baha'u'llah which was
placed in New Zealand soil at the Stevenson’s home in a ceremony held on February 14th,
1926. Dust from the holy land marked spot on the hilltop indicates center of New Zealand,
where the dust from the Holy Land was placed by Bahd'is. The city of Nelson is in the valley
below.

In such a geographically remote country, the early New Zealand believers had scant
knowledge of Baha'i administration and erroneously called themselves an Assembly as
early as 1924. This was corrected with 1945 the receipt of a booklet on the subject and the
first properly constituted Baha'i Assembly in New Zealand was formed on April 21st, 1926,

M



with Margaret Stevenson as its Secretary. A steadfast worker, Margaret was a member of
the first National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Australia and New Zealand which was
elected in 1934, and served the Baha'i Cause with faithfulness and efficiency until her
passing to the Abha Kingdom on February 11th, 1941.

(“The Baha'i World, Vol. IX,1940-1944", pp. 593-596. Baha'i Publishing Committee, Wilmette,
[llinois)

In 1912, he was present at a meeting with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in San Francisco and declared it
was the Master's “penetrating glance, his life giving words, he felt gave him the power that
enabled him later to become the spiritual conqueror of a continent”. Accompanied by his
English born wife, Clara, he answered the call of the “Tablets of the Divine Plan” and on
April 18th, 1920 reached Australia whence they travelled to New Zealand in 1922-3, not
knowing there was already a believer there (Margaret Stevenson). With their arrival in
Auckland, the Cause grew in that country and when Hyde Dunn left to return to Australia,
Clara remained for a time to organise a study group in New Zealand.
Known affectionately among Bahad'is as “Mother” and “Father” Dunn, they carried the
Message of Bahd'u'llah from New South Wales to Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania,
across the desert to Perth and to tropical Queensland and became the spiritual parents of
Australia. After “Mother” Dunn returned from a lone pilgrimage to the Holy Land, “Father”
was elected a member of the first National Spiritual Assembly of 1945 the Baha'is of
Australia and New Zealand in 1934. After his passing on February 17th, 1941, “Mother”
Dunn’s dedication to the Baha'i Faith continued unabated and in 1952 she was elevated to
the station of Hand of the Cause of God by Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Baha'i
Faith: “Father” Dunn was subsequently elevated to the same station posthumously.
Despite her advanced years, “Mother” Dunn returned to New Zealand in 1957 as
representative of the Guardian at the formation of the first National Spiritual Assembly of
the Baha'is of New Zealand. In March, 1958, at the request of the Guardian, she placed
plaster from the Castle of Mah-Ku in the foundations of the Australasian Baha'i House of
Worship in Sydney during the Australian Inter-Continental Conference. Until her passing
to the Abha Kingdom in 1960 at the age of 91 years, “Mother” Dunn retained her memory
of many Baha'i prayers and was reciting these at the time of her death.

(“The Baha'i World, Vol. VI, 1934-1936", pp. 496-498. Baha'i Publishing Committee, New
York)

One of her daughters, Ethel Blundell who accepted the Bahd'i Faith in 1925, was a delegate
to the first Baha'i Convention and was elected as a member of the first National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahd'is of Australia and New Zealand in May, 1934.
Mrs. Blundell's son, Hugh, was also destined to serve the Baha'i Cause. Although not at
that time a Baha'i, Hugh accompanied his mother and sister on their pilgrimage to Haifa
in 1925 and accepted the Faith the following year. A tireless worker for the Cause, he was
New Zealand's first Auxiliary Board Member and passed to the Abha Kingdom on October
16th, 1976 in his ninety-second year.
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