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Original English

GREATEST HOLY LEAF’S IMMORTAL SPIRIT WINGED ITS FLIGHT GREAT BEYOND. COUNTLESS 
LOVERS HER SAINTLY LIFE IN EAST AND WEST SEIZED WITH PANGS OF ANGUISH, PLUNGED 
IN UNUTTERABLE SORROW. HUMANITY SHALL ERELONG RECOGNIZE ITS IRREPARABLE LOSS. 
OUR BELOVED FAITH, WELL-NIGH CRUSHED BY DEVASTATING BLOW OF ‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ’S 
UNEXPECTED ASCENSION, NOW LAMENTS PASSING LAST REMNANT OF BAHÁ’U’LLÁH, ITS 
MOST  EXALTED  MEMBER.  HOLY  FAMILY  CRUELLY  DIVESTED  ITS  MOST  PRECIOUS,  MOST 
GREAT  ADORNING.  I,  FOR  MY  PART,  BEWAIL  SUDDEN  REMOVAL  MY  SOLE  EARTHLY 
SUSTAINER, THE JOY AND SOLACE OF MY LIFE. HER SACRED REMAINS WILL REPOSE VICINITY 
HOLY  SHRINES.  SO  GRIEVOUS  A  BEREAVEMENT  NECESSITATES  SUSPENSION  FOR  NINE 
MONTHS  THROUGHOUT  BAHÁ’Í  WORLD  EVERY  MANNER  RELIGIOUS  FESTIVITY.  INFORM 
LOCAL  ASSEMBLIES  AND  GROUPS  HOLD  BEFITTING  MANNER  MEMORIAL  GATHERINGS, 
EXTOL A LIFE SO LADEN SACRED EXPERIENCES, SO RICH IMPERISHABLE MEMORIES... ADVISE 
HOLDING ADDITIONAL COMMEMORATION SERVICE OF STRICTLY DEVOTIONAL CHARACTER 
AUDITORIUM MASHRIQU’L-ADHKÁR.

Notes:

15 July 1932, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States and Canada. 
(See Messages to America, p. 1)
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