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Translated by Shoghi Effendi from Arabic

And now, concerning thy question regarding the creation of man. Know thou that all men have 
been created in the nature made by God, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting. Unto each one hath 
been prescribed a preordained measure, as decreed in God’s mighty and guarded Tablets. All 
that which ye potentially possess can, however, be manifested only as a result of your own 
volition.  Your  own  acts  testify  to  this  truth.  Consider,  for  instance,  that  which  hath  been 
forbidden, in the Bayán, unto men. God hath in that Book, and by His behest, decreed as lawful 
whatsoever He hath pleased to decree, and hath, through the power of His sovereign might, 
forbidden whatsoever He elected to forbid. To this testifieth the text of that Book. Will ye not 
bear witness? Men, however, have wittingly broken His law. Is such a behaviour to be attributed 
to God, or to their proper selves? Be fair in your judgement. Every good thing is of God, and 
every evil thing is from yourselves. 
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