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If the whole earth were to be converted into silver and gold, no man who can be said to have 
truly ascended into the heaven of faith and certitude would deign to regard it, much less to 
seize and keep it. We have formerly referred to this subject in passages revealed in the Arabic 
tongue,  in  a  language  of  exquisite  beauty.  God  is  Our  witness!  Whoever  hath  tasted  the 
sweetness of those words will never consent to transgress the bounds which God hath fixed, 
neither will he turn his gaze towards anyone except his Well-Beloved. Such a man will, with his 
inner eye, readily recognize how altogether vain and fleeting are the things of this world, and will 
set his affections on things above. 

Say: Be ashamed, O ye that call yourselves the lovers of the Ancient Beauty! Be ye admonished 
by the tribulation He hath suffered, by the burden of anguish He hath carried for the sake of 
God. Let your eyes be opened. To what purpose hath He laboured, if the manifold trials He hath 
endured  are,  in  the  end,  to  result  in  such  contemptible  professions,  and  such  wretched 
conduct? Every robber, every worker of iniquity, hath, in the days prior to My Revelation, uttered 
these same words, and performed these same deeds. 
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