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We exhort mankind in these days when the countenance of Justice is soiled with dust, when the
flames of unbelief are burning high and the robe of wisdom rent asunder, when tranquillity and
faithfulness have ebbed away and trials and tribulations have waxed severe, when covenants are
broken and ties are severed, when no man knoweth how to discern light and darkness or to
distinguish guidance from error.

O peoples of the world! Forsake all evil, hold fast that which is good. Strive to be shining
examples unto all mankind, and true reminders of the virtues of God amidst men. He that riseth
to serve My Cause should manifest My wisdom, and bend every effort to banish ignorance from
the earth. Be united in counsel, be one in thought. Let each morn be better than its eve and
each morrow richer than its yesterday. Man's merit lieth in service and virtue and not in the
pageantry of wealth and riches. Take heed that your words be purged from idle fancies and
worldly desires and your deeds be cleansed from craftiness and suspicion. Dissipate not the
wealth of your precious lives in the pursuit of evil and corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours
be spent in promoting your personal interest. Be generous in your days of plenty, and be patient
in the hour of loss. Adversity is followed by success and rejoicings follow woe. Guard against
idleness and sloth, and cling unto that which profiteth mankind, whether young or old, whether
high or low. Beware lest ye sow tares of dissension among men or plant thorns of doubt in pure
and radiant hearts.

O ye beloved of the Lord! Commit not that which defileth the limpid stream of love or
destroyeth the sweet fragrance of friendship. By the righteousness of the Lord! Ye were created
to show love one to another and not perversity and rancour. Take pride not in love for yourselves
but in love for your fellow-creatures. Glory not in love for your country, but in love for all mankind.
Let your eye be chaste, your hand faithful, your tongue truthful and your heart enlightened.
Abase not the station of the learned in Baha and belittle not the rank of such rulers as
administer justice amidst you. Set your reliance on the army of justice, put on the armour of
wisdom, let your adorning be forgiveness and mercy and that which cheereth the hearts of the
well-favoured of God.
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