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How great, how very great, the gulf that separateth Us fromm them who, in this Day, are occupied
with their evil passions, and have set their hopes on the things of the earth and its fleeting glory!
Many a time hath the court of the All-Merciful been to outward seeming so denuded of the
riches of this world that they who lived in close association with Him suffered from dire want.
Despite their sufferings, the Pen of the Most High hath, at no time, been willing to refer, nor even
to make the slightest allusion, to the things that pertain to this world and its treasures. And if, at
any time, any gift were presented to Him, that gift was accepted as a token of His grace unto
him that offered it. Should it ever please Us to appropriate to Our own use all the treasures of the
earth, to none is given the right to question Our authority, or to challenge Our right. It would be
impossible to conceive any act more contemptible than soliciting, in the name of the one true
God, the riches which men possess.

It is incumbent upon thee, and upon the followers of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, to summon
all men to whatsoever shall sanctify them from all attachment to the things of the earth and
purge them from its defilements, that the sweet smell of the raiment of the All-Glorious may be
smelled from all them that love Him.

They who are possessed of riches, however, must have the utmost regard for the poor, for great
is the honour destined by God for those poor who are steadfast in patience. By My life! There is
no honour, except what God may please to bestow, that can compare to this honour. Great is
the blessedness awaiting the poor that endure patiently and conceal their sufferings, and well is
it with the rich who bestow their riches on the needy and prefer them before themselves.

Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive to earn the means of livelihood. This is a
duty which, in this most great Revelation, hath been prescribed unto every one, and is
accounted in the sight of God as a goodly deed. Whoso observeth this duty, the help of the
invisible One shall most certainly aid him. He can enrich, through His grace, whomsoever He
pleaseth. He, verily, hath power over all things.
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