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Translated by Shoghi Effendi from Arabic

Cleanse from your hearts the love of worldly things, from your tongues every remembrance 
except His remembrance, from your entire being whatsoever may deter you from beholding His 
face, or may tempt you to follow the promptings of your evil and corrupt inclinations. Let God be 
your fear, O people, and be ye of them that tread the path of righteousness. 

Say: Should your conduct, O people, contradict your professions, how think ye, then, to be able to 
distinguish yourselves from them who, though professing their faith in the Lord their God, have, 
as soon as He came unto them in the cloud of holiness, refused to acknowledge Him, and 
repudiated His truth? Disencumber yourselves of all attachment to this world and the vanities 
thereof. Beware that ye approach them not, inasmuch as they prompt you to walk after your 
own lusts and covetous desires, and hinder you from entering the straight and glorious Path. 

Know ye that by “the world” is meant your unawareness of Him Who is your Maker, and your 
absorption in aught else but Him. The “life to come”, on the other hand, signifieth the things that 
give you a safe approach to God, the All-Glorious, the Incomparable. Whatsoever deterreth you, 
in this Day, from loving God is nothing but the world. Flee it, that ye may be numbered with the 
blest. Should a man wish to adorn himself with the ornaments of the earth, to wear its apparels, 
or partake of the benefits it can bestow, no harm can befall him, if he alloweth nothing whatever 
to intervene between him and God, for God hath ordained every good thing, whether created in 
the heavens or in the earth, for such of His servants as truly believe in Him. Eat ye, O people, of 
the good things which God hath allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from His wondrous 
bounties. Render thanks and praise unto Him, and be of them that are truly thankful. 
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