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Beware, O King, that thou gather not around thee such ministers as follow the desires of a
corrupt inclination, as have cast behind their backs that which hath been committed into their
hands and manifestly betrayed their trust. Be bounteous to others as God hath been bounteous
to thee, and abandon not the interests of thy people to the mercy of such ministers as these. Lay
not aside the fear of God, and be thou of them that act uprightly. Gather around thee those
ministers from whom thou canst perceive the fragrance of faith and of justice, and take thou
counsel with them, and choose whatever is best in thy sight, and be of them that act
generously.

Know thou for a certainty that whoso disbelieveth in God is neither trustworthy nor truthful. This,
indeed, is the truth, the undoubted truth. He that acteth treacherously towards God will, also, act
treacherously towards his king. Nothing whatever can deter such a man from evil, nothing can
hinder him from betraying his neighbour, nothing can induce him to walk uprightly....

Overstep not the bounds of moderation, and deal justly with them that serve thee. Bestow upon
them according to their needs, and not to the extent that will enable them to lay up riches for
themselves, to deck their persons, to embellish their homes, to acquire the things that are of no
benefit unto them, and to be numbered with the extravagant. Deal with them with undeviating
justice, so that none among them may either suffer want, or be pampered with luxuries. This is
but manifest justice.

Allow not the abject to rule over and dominate them who are noble and worthy of honour, and
suffer not the high-minded to be at the mercy of the contemptible and worthless, for this is
what We observed upon Our arrival in the City, and to it We bear witness. We found among its
inhabitants some who were possessed of an affluent fortune and lived in the midst of excessive
riches, while others were in dire want and abject poverty. This ill beseemeth thy sovereignty, and
is unworthy of thy rank.
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