Baha'i Sacred Writings, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, #257
‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Know that the reality of the Divinity and the nature of the divine Essence is ineffable sanctity and
absolute holiness; that is, it is exalted above and sanctified beyond every praise. All the attributes
ascribed to the highest degrees of existence are, with regard to this station, mere imagination.
The Invisible and Inaccessible can never be known; the absolute Essence can never be
described. For the divine Essence is an all-encompassing reality, and all created things are
encompassed. The all-encompassing must assuredly be greater than that which s
encompassed, and thus the latter can in no wise discover the former or comprehend its reality.
No matter how far human minds may advance, even attaining the highest degree of human
comprehension, the uttermost limit of this comprehension is to behold the signs and attributes
of God in the world of creation and not in the realm of Divinity. For the essence and the
attributes of the all-glorious Lord are enshrined in the inaccessible heights of sanctity, and
human minds and understandings will never find a path to that station. “The way is barred, and
all seeking rejected.”

It is evident that whatsoever man understands is a consequence of his existence, and that man
is a sign of the All-Merciful: How then can the consequence of the sign encompass the Creator
of the sign? That is, how can human understanding, which is a consequence of man’s existence,
comprehend God? Thus the reality of the Divinity lies hidden from all understanding and is
concealed from the minds of all men, and to ascend to that station is in no wise possible.
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