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Briefly, Bahá’u’lláh says that “He Who is the Dawning-place of God’s Cause” is the manifestation 
of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth”, that this station is reserved to that sanctified Being, and 
that others receive no share of this essential perfection. That is, since the essential infallibility of 
the universal Manifestations of God has been established, whatsoever proceeds from Them is 
identical with the truth and conformable to reality. They are not under the shadow of the former 
religion. Whatsoever They say is the utterance of God, and whatsoever They do is a righteous 
deed,  and to  no believer  is  given the right  to  object;  rather  must  he show forth  absolute 
submission in this regard, for the Manifestation of God acts with consummate wisdom, and 
human minds may be incapable of grasping the hidden wisdom of certain matters. Therefore, 
whatsoever the universal Manifestation of God says and does is the very essence of wisdom and 
conformable to reality. 

Now, if certain souls fail to grasp the mysteries concealed within a given commandment or 
action of the True One, they should raise no objection, for the universal Manifestation of God 
“doeth whatsoever He willeth”.  How often has it  happened that a wise,  accomplished,  and 
sagacious person took a course of action, and those who were incapable of grasping its wisdom 
objected and questioned why he said or did thus. This objection is prompted by ignorance, and 
the wisdom of that wise man is free and sanctified from error. 

In like manner, a skilled physician “doeth whatsoever he willeth” in treating the patient, and the 
latter has no right to object. Whatsoever the physician may say or do, the same is sound and 
true, and he must be regarded by all as the embodiment of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth, 
and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” The physician will doubtless prescribe remedies that 
are at variance with popular notions, but is it permissible for those who have no knowledge of 
science and medicine to object? No, by God! On the contrary, they must all acquiesce and follow 
whatsoever the skilled physician prescribes. Thus, the skilled physician “doeth whatsoever he 
willeth”, and the patients have no share in this station. First, the skill of the physician must be 
ascertained, and once this has been done, he “doeth whatsoever he willeth”. 

Likewise, a general who is unrivalled in the art of war “doeth whatsoever he willeth” in all that he 
says or  commands,  and the same holds true of  the ship’s  captain who masters  the art  of 
seafaring, and of the True Educator Who possesses all human perfections: They do whatsoever 
they will in all that they say and command. 

In sum, the meaning of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” is that if the Manifestation of God 
issues a command, enforces a law, or performs an action whose wisdom His followers cannot 
grasp, they should not think for a moment of questioning His words or actions. All souls are 
under the shadow of the universal Manifestation, must submit to the authority of the religion of 
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God, and are not to deviate so much as a hairsbreadth. Rather, they must conform their every 
act and deed to the religion of God, and should they deviate from it they will be reproved and 
held accountable before God. It is certain that they have no share of the station “He doeth 
whatsoever He willeth”, for it is confined to the universal Manifestation of God. 
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