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Man, however, hath a twofold station: one luminous, the other dark; one pertaining to the realm 
of the Divine, the other to the world of nature; one inclined towards heavenly virtues, the other 
towards  satanic  qualities.  For  man  standeth  on  the  demarcation  line  between  light  and 
darkness. In the circle of existence, he is situated at the lowest point, which marketh at once the 
end of the arc of descent and the beginning of the arc of ascent. For this reason, he is free to 
move in either direction: towards light or darkness, towards ignorance or guidance—depending 
on the one that prevaileth. Should the rational faculty prevail, man would shine radiantly and 
occupy a lofty station in the realms on high. And should the self and the lower nature prevail, the 
result would be darkness and he would fall into the nethermost fire. For in man the powers of 
the heavenly Kingdom and the forces of his animal nature are at war until one or the other doth 
triumph. 
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