Baha'i Sacred Writings, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, #327
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Translated by Committee from Persian
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The animal is the captive of nature and cannot transgress the rules and laws thereof. In man,
however, there is a discovering power that transcendeth the world of nature and controlleth
and interfereth with the laws thereof. For instance, all minerals, plants and animals are captives
of nature. The sun itself with all its majesty is so subservient to nature that it hath no will of its
own and cannot deviate a hair's-breadth from the laws thereof. In like manner all other beings,
whether of the mineral, the vegetable or the animal world, cannot deviate from the laws of
nature, nay, all are the slaves thereof. Man, however, though in body the captive of nature is yet
free in his mind and soul, and hath the mastery over nature.
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