
Bahá’í Sacred Writings, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #440
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Translated by Committee from Persian

When a farmer comes into the possession of a virgin soil, in a short time he will bring under 
cultivation a large field. Therefore I hope that in the future Montreal may become so stirred, that 
the melody of the Kingdom may travel to all parts of the world from that Dominion and the 
breaths of the Holy Spirit may spread from that centre to the East and the West of America. 

O ye  believers  of  God!  Be not  concerned with  the smallness  of  your  numbers,  neither  be 
oppressed by the multitude of an unbelieving world. Five grains of wheat will be endued with 
heavenly blessing, whereas a thousand tons of tares will yield no results or effect. One fruitful 
tree will be conducive to the life of society, whereas a thousand forests of wild trees offer no 
fruits. The plain is covered with pebbles, but precious stones are rare. One pearl is better than a 
thousand wildernesses of sand, especially this pearl of great price, which is endowed with divine 
blessing. Erelong thousands of other pearls will be born from it. When that pearl associates and 
becomes the intimate of the pebbles, they also all change into pearls. 

Again I repeat that the future of Canada, whether from a material or a spiritual standpoint, is 
very great. Day by day civilization and freedom shall increase. The clouds of the Kingdom will 
water the seeds of guidance which have been sown there. Consequently, rest ye not, seek ye no 
composure, attach not yourselves to the luxuries of this ephemeral world, free yourselves from 
every attachment, and strive with heart and soul to become fully established in the Kingdom of 
God. Gain ye the heavenly treasures. Day by day become ye more illumined. Draw ye nearer and 
nearer unto the threshold of oneness. Become ye the manifestors of spiritual favours and the 
dawning-places of infinite lights! If it is possible, send ye teachers to other portions of Canada; 
likewise, dispatch ye teachers to Greenland and the home of the Eskimos. 

As regards the teachers, they must completely divest themselves from the old garments and be 
invested with a new garment. According to the statement of Christ, they must attain to the 
station of rebirth—that is, whereas in the first instance they were born from the womb of the 
mother, this time they must be born from the womb of the world of nature. Just as they are now 
totally unaware of the experiences of the fetal world, they must also forget entirely the defects of 
the world of nature. They must be baptized with the water of life, the fire of the love of God and 
the breaths of the Holy Spirit; be satisfied with little food, but take a large portion from the 
heavenly table. They must disengage themselves from temptation and covetousness, and be 
filled with the spirit. Through the effect of their pure breath, they must change the stone into the 
brilliant ruby and the shell into pearl. Like unto the cloud of vernal shower, they must transform 
the black soil into the rose garden and orchard. They must make the blind seeing, the deaf 
hearing, the extinguished one enkindled and set aglow, and the dead quickened. 
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