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Translated by Committee from Persian

Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an individual’s own efforts and 
the  grace  of  God,  in  commerce,  agriculture,  art  and  industry,  and  if  it  be  expended  for 
philanthropic  purposes.  Above  all,  if  a  judicious  and  resourceful  individual  should  initiate 
measures  which  would  universally  enrich  the  masses  of  the  people,  there  could  be  no 
undertaking  greater  than  this,  and  it  would  rank  in  the  sight  of  God  as  the  supreme 
achievement, for such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well-
being of a great multitude. Wealth is most commendable, provided the entire population is 
wealthy. If, however, a few have inordinate riches while the rest are impoverished, and no fruit or 
benefit accrues from that wealth, then it is only a liability to its possessor. If, on the other hand, it 
is expended for the promotion of knowledge, the founding of elementary and other schools, the 
encouragement  of  art  and industry,  the  training of  orphans  and the poor—in brief,  if  it  is 
dedicated to the welfare of society—its possessor will stand out before God and man as the 
most excellent of all who live on earth and will be accounted as one of the people of paradise. 
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