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‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Translated by Committee

If any of the friends should enter into the service of the government, they should make their 
occupation a means of drawing nearer to the divine Threshold: They should act with probity and 
uprightness, rigorously shun all forms of venality and corruption, and content themselves with 
the salaries they are receiving, taking pride, rather, in the degree of sagacity, competence and 
judgement that they can bring to their work. If a person content himself with a single loaf of 
bread, and perform his duties with as much justice and fair-mindedness as lieth within his 
power,  he  will  be  the  prince  of  mortals,  and  the  most  praiseworthy  of  men.  Noble  and 
distinguished will he be, despite his empty purse! Pre-eminent will he rank among the free, 
although his garb be old and worn! For man, praise and glory reside in virtuous and noble 
qualities; honour and distinction in nearness to the divine Threshold. The world’s wealth is, by 
contrast, the stuff of illusion. Those who lust after it are the followers of evil and, erelong, they 
shall be plunged into confusion and despair. Which is better—that a man should be thus, or that 
he  should  comport  himself  with  consecration  and  sanctity  of  purpose  and  stand  out 
conspicuously for his integrity, uprightness and honesty? 
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