Baha'i Sacred Writings, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, #488
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Translated by Shoghi Effendi from Persian
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O dearly beloved friends! | am now in very great danger and the hope of even an hour’s life is lost
to me. | am thus constrained to write these lines for the protection of the Cause of God, the
preservation of His Law, the safeguarding of His Word and the safety of His Teachings. By the
Ancient Beauty! This wronged one hath in no wise borne nor doth he bear a grudge against
anyone; towards none doth he entertain any ill-feeling and uttereth no word save for the good
of the world. My supreme obligation, however, of necessity prompteth me to guard and
preserve the Cause of God. Thus, with the greatest regret, | counsel you saying: Guard ye the
Cause of God, protect His Law and have the utmost fear of discord. This is the foundation of the
belief of the people of Baha (may my life be offered up for them): “His Holiness the Exalted One
(the Bab) is the Manifestation of the Unity and Oneness of God and the Forerunner of the
Ancient Beauty. His Holiness the Abha Beauty (may my life be a sacrifice for His steadfast
friends) is the Supreme Manifestation of God and the Dayspring of His Most Divine Essence. All
others are servants unto Him and do His bidding.” Unto the Most Holy Book everyone must turn
and all that is not expressly recorded therein must be referred to the Universal House of Justice.
That which this body, whether unanimously or by a majority doth carry, that is verily the Truth
and the Purpose of God Himself. Whoso doth deviate therefrom is verily of them that love
discord, hath shown forth malice and turned away from the Lord of the Covenant. By this House
is meant that Universal House of Justice which is to be elected from all countries, that is, from
those parts in the East and West where the loved ones are to be found, after the manner of the
customary elections in Western countries such as those of England.

It is incumbent upon these members (of the Universal House of Justice) to gather in a certain
place and deliberate upon all problems which have caused difference, questions that are
obscure and matters that are not expressly recorded in the Book. Whatsoever they decide hath
the same effect as the Text itself. And inasmuch as this House of Justice hath power to enact
laws that are not expressly recorded in the Book and bear upon daily transactions, so also it hath
power to repeal the same. Thus for example, the House of Justice enacteth today a certain law
and enforceth it, and a hundred years hence, circumstances having profoundly changed and
the conditions having altered, another House of Justice will then have power, according to the
exigencies of the time, to alter that law. This it can do because that law formeth no part of the
Divine Explicit Text. The House of Justice is both the initiator and the abrogator of its own laws.

And now, one of the greatest and most fundamental principles of the Cause of God is to shun
and avoid entirely the Covenant-breakers, for they will utterly destroy the Cause of God,
exterminate His Law and render of no account all efforts exerted in the past. O friends! It
behoveth you to call to mind with tenderness the trials of His Holiness the Exalted One, and
show your fidelity to the Ever-Blest Beauty. The utmost endeavour must be exerted lest all these
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woes, trials and afflictions, all this pure and sacred blood that hath been shed so profusely in the
Path of God, may prove to be in vain....

My purpose is, however, to show that it is incumbent upon the friends that are fast and firm in
the Covenant and Testament to be ever wakeful lest after this wronged one is gone this alert
and active worker of mischief may cause disruption, privily sow the seeds of doubt and sedition
and utterly root out the Cause of God. A thousand times shun his company. Take heed and be
on your guard. Watch and examine; should anyone, openly or privily, have the least connection
with him, cast him out from your midst, for he will surely cause disruption and mischief.

O ye beloved of the Lord! Strive with all your heart to shield the Cause of God from the onslaught
of the insincere, for souls such as these cause the straight to become crooked and all benevolent
efforts to produce contrary results.



