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XXXIV. OPPOSITION 

1. No Need to Fear Opposition if the Inner Life Be Sound and Vigorous

"There is no need to fear opposition from without if the life within be sound and vigorous. Our 
Heavenly Father will always give us the strength to meet and overcome tests if we turn with all 
our hearts to Him, and difficulties if they are met in the right spirit only make us rely on God 
more firmly and completely." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, February 14, 1925) 

1. Refuting  Attacks  and  Criticisms  Against  the  Cause  Devolve  Upon  the  National 
Spiritual Assembly to Consider

"The matter of refuting attacks and criticisms directed against the Cause through the press is, 
he feels, one which devolves on the N.S.A. to consider. This body, whether directly or through the 
agency of its committees, should decide as to the advisability of answering any such attacks, 
and also should carefully examine and pass upon any statements which the friends wish to send 
to the press to this effect. Only through such supervision and control of all Bahá'í press activities 
can the friends hope to avoid confusion and misunderstanding in their own minds and in the 
mind of the general public whom they can reach through the press." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, September 28, 1938) 

1. The Cause Cannot Be Effectively Established Unless It Encounters and Triumphs Over 
the Forces of Opposition

"The Guardian has been very much interested regarding your letter of May 18th, though he has 
been made truly grieved to learn of the continued and malignant opposition which the enemies 
of the Cause in Lima, and particularly the clerical element, are directing against the believers in 
that centre. He wishes you, however, to urge the friends not to feel in the least disheartened or 
discouraged, but to pursue with renewed determination, unity and vigour their sacred task of 
spreading  and  establishing  the  Faith,  confident  in  the  glorious  future  awaiting  them.  The 
greater  the number  of  persecutions,  and the more intense they  become in  character,  the 
deeper their faith should be in the unique mission entrusted to them by Bahá'u'lláh, and the 
greater their zeal to help in hastening its complete fulfilment." 

"This Cause, as every divine Cause, cannot be effectively established unless it encounters and 
valiantly triumphs over the forces of opposition with which it is assailed. The history of the Faith 
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is in itself a sufficient proof of that. Trials and persecutions have always been, and will continue to 
be, the lot of the chosen ones of God. But these they should consider as blessings in disguise, as 
through them their faith will be quickened, purified and strengthened. Bahá'u'lláh compares 
such afflictive trials to the oil which feeds the lamp of the Cause of God." 

"The  friends  should,  therefore,  not  assume  an  attitude  of  mere  resignation  in  the  face  of 
persecutions;  they  should  rather  welcome them,  and utilize  them as  means for  their  own 
spiritual uplift and also for the promotion of the Cause. As the Faith [pg  419] grows stronger and 
attracts the serious attention and consideration of the world outside, the friends must expect a 
similar, if not a greater, increase in the forces of opposition which from every direction, both 
secular and religious, will  be massed to undermine the very basis of its existence. The final 
outcome of such a struggle, which will be surely gigantic, is clear to us believers. A Faith born of 
God and guided by His Divine and all-pervasive spirit cannot but finally triumph and firmly 
establish itself, no matter how persistent and insidious the forces with which it has to contend. 
The friends should be confident, and act with the utmost wisdom and moderation, and should 
particularly abstain from any provocative act. The future is surely theirs." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, June 24, 1936) 

1. Bahá'í  Wife  Should Show Utmost  Love and Kindness  to  Husband in  Spite  of  His 
Opposition to Faith

"The Guardian ... is very much grieved indeed to learn of the severe opposition which you are 
encountering from your husband because of your affiliation with the Cause. He can very well 
realize the terrible condition facing you, but feels confident that Bahá'u'lláh is guiding you to 
follow the right way, and is continually assisting and strengthening you in your efforts to solve 
this most serious and challenging problem of your life. The staunch and unwavering loyalty and 
devotion which you have thus far so splendidly demonstrated in your attitude to the Faith is 
truly remarkable and worthy of the highest praise and admiration. The persecutions from which 
you are now suffering have this one great advantage, namely to deepen your faith in the Cause, 
and  to  revive  and  refresh  your  energies  for  its  service.  You  should,  therefore,  rejoice  and 
welcome those sufferings insofar as they serve to further awaken your consciousness of being a 
member of the New World Order of Bahá'u'lláh." 

"The Guardian wishes me specially to urge you to remain patient and confident and above all to 
show your husband the utmost kindness and love, in return for all the opposition and hatred 
you receive from him. A conciliatory and friendly attitude in such cases is not only the duty of 
every Bahá'í but is also the most effective way of winning for the Cause the sympathy and 
admiration  of  its  former  foes  and  enemies.  Love  is,  indeed,  a  most  potent  elixir  that  can 
transform the vilest and meanest of people into heavenly souls. May your example serve to 
further confirm the truth of this beautiful teaching of our Faith." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, December 6, 1935) 

1. How to Rehabilitate Our Perturbed Society and Eliminate War
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"...He was very glad to see that you are active in representing the Cause among Peace Societies 
and gradually bringing them to contact our principles on that all-important subject. The sooner 
they come to appreciate the significance of the Message of Bahá'u'lláh, the sooner will they be 
able to bring about the realization of their object and hope and rehabilitate our perturbed 
society." 

"War is  really nothing more but the result  of  existing forces.  Should we desire to end that 
devastating consequence we should go back to the basic causes and remedy those evils. We 
should eliminate the hatreds,  national  bigotry,  mistrust and self  aggrandisement as well  as 
economic,  social  and  religious  differences  which  now  prevail  in  the  world  if  we  desire  to 
establish an abiding peace.  And nothing can achieve [pg  420]  this  save the teachings of 
Bahá'u'lláh, for they change the human heart and also prescribe definite precepts that would 
render our social environment healthy and peaceful." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, May 11, 1932) 

1. The Church and the Clergy Often Are the Most Bitter Opponents of the Cause

"It seems both strange and pitiful that the Church and clergy should always, in every age, be the 
most bitter opponents of the very Truth they are continually admonishing their followers to be 
prepared to receive! They have become so violently attached to the form that the substance 
itself eludes them!" 

"However, such denunciations as those your minister made publicly against you and the Bahá'í 
Faith can do no harm to the Cause at all; on the contrary, they only serve to spread its name 
abroad and mark it as an independent religion." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, February 7, 1945) [pg 
421] 
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