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“As the Bahá’í Administrative Order rapidly expands throughout the world it behooves 
everyone associated with it to familiarize himself with its principles, to understand its 
import  and to put  its  precepts  into practice.  Only  as  individual  members  of  Local 
Spiritual Assemblies deepen themselves in the fundamental verities of the Faith and in 
the proper application of the principles governing the operation of the Assembly will 
this institution grow and develop toward its full potential.” 

The Universal House of Justice, from a letter 11 August 1970 to all  National Spiritual 
Assemblies 
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“The divinely ordained institution of the Local Spiritual Assembly operates at the first 
levels  of  human society  and is  the basic  administrative unit  of  Bahá’u’lláh’s  World 
Order. It is concerned with individuals and families whom it must constantly encourage 
to unite in a distinctive Bahá’í society, vitalized and guarded by the laws, ordinances 
and principles of Bahá’u’lláh’s Revelation.   It protects the Cause of God; it acts as the 
loving shepherd of the Bahá’í flock. 

“Strengthening and development of  Local  Spiritual  Assemblies is  a  vital  objective… 
Success in this one goal will greatly enrich the quality of Bahá’í life, will heighten the 
capacity of the Faith to deal with entry by troops which is even now taking place and, 
above all, will demonstrate the solidarity and ever-growing distinctiveness of the Bahá’í 
community,  thereby  attracting  more  and more  thoughtful  souls  to  the  Faith  and 
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offering a refuge to the leaderless and hapless millions of  the spiritually  bankrupt, 
moribund present order.... 

“The friends are called upon to give their whole-hearted support and cooperation to 
the  Local  Spiritual  Assembly,  first  by  voting  for  the  membership  and  then  by 
energetically pursuing its plans and programmes, by turning to it in time of trouble or 
difficulty,  by  praying for  its  success  and taking delight  in  its  rise  to  influence and 
honour.   This great prize, this gift of God within each community must be cherished, 
nurtured, loved, assisted, obeyed and prayed for. 

“Such a firmly founded, busy and happy community life as is envisioned when Local 
Spiritual Assemblies are truly effective, will provide a firm home foundation from which 
the friends may derive courage and strength and loving support in bearing the Divine 
Message to their fellow-men and conforming their lives to its benevolent rule.” 

The Universal House of Justice, from a  Naw-Rúz 1974 to the Bahá’ís of the World 
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“The institution of the Local Spiritual Assembly is of primary importance in the firm 
establishment of  the Faith,  and we hope that  you will  give particular  attention to 
ensuring that as many as possible, and in increasing numbers, are, in the words of the 
beloved Guardian, ‘broadly based, securely grounded’ and ‘efficiently functioning’.” 

The  Universal  House  of  Justice,  from  a   Naw-Rúz  1974  to  all  National  Spiritual 
Assemblies 
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“…the one vital activity which will enrich the quality of Bahá’í life is the strengthening of 
Local Assemblies, for in this institution, operating at the first level of human society, 
rests the greatest opportunity to foster the sound and healthy growth of the Bahá’í 
community.   In other words, however efficient the National Assembly and its staff may 
be, and however diligently the national committees may function, it is only when the 
Local Spiritual Assemblies begin to operate vigorously that a firm home base can be 
provided from which to carry the Divine Message further afield.” 

The  Universal  House  of  Justice,  from  a  letter  3  April  1974  to
the National Spiritual Assembly of South and West Africa 
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“It is becoming increasingly understood by the friends why ...  such great emphasis 
upon the firmness of the foundation and the efficiency of the operation of the Local 
Spiritual  Assemblies.    This  is  very  heartening,  for  upon  the  degree  to  which  the 
members of these Assemblies grasp the true significance of the divine institution on 
which  they  serve,  arise  selflessly  to  fulfil  their  prescribed  and  sacred  duties,  and 
persevere in their endeavours, depends to a large extent the healthy growth of the 
world-wide community of the Most Great Name, the force of its outward thrust, and 
the strength of its supporting roots.” 

The  Universal  House  of  Justice,  from a  letter  25  May  1975  to  all  National  Spiritual 
Assemblies 
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