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Why the People Reject God’s Manifestation

18.1 No man shall attain the shores of the ocean of true understanding except
he be detached from all that is in heaven and on earth. Sanctify your souls, O ye peoples of the
world, that haply ye may attain that station which God hath destined for you and enter thus the
tabernacle which, according to the dispensations of Providence, hath been raised in the
firmament of the Bayan.

18.2 The essence of these words is this: They that tread the path of faith, they
that thirst for the wine of certitude, must cleanse themselves of all that is earthly—their ears
from idle talk, their minds from vain imaginings, their hearts from worldly affections, their eyes
from that which perisheth. They should put their trust in God, and, holding fast unto Him, follow
in His way. Then will they be made worthy of the effulgent glories of the sun of divine knowledge
and understanding, and become the recipients of a grace that is infinite and unseen, inasmuch
as man can never hope to attain unto the knowledge of the All-Glorious, can never quaff from
the stream of divine knowledge and wisdom, can never enter the abode of immortality, nor
partake of the cup of divine nearness and favour, unless and until he ceases to regard the words
and deeds of mortal men as a standard for the true understanding and recognition of God and
His Prophets.

183 Consider the past. How many, both high and low, have, at all times,
yearningly awaited the advent of the Manifestations of God in the sanctified persons of His
chosen Ones. How often have they expected His coming, how frequently have they prayed that
the breeze of divine mercy might blow, and the promised Beauty step forth from behind the veil
of concealment, and be made manifest to all the world. And whensoever the portals of grace did
open, and the clouds of divine bounty did rain upon mankind, and the light of the Unseen did
shine above the horizon of celestial might, they all denied Him, and turned away from His face—
the face of God Himself. Refer ye, to verify this truth, to that which hath been recorded in every
sacred Book.

18.4 Ponder for a moment, and reflect upon that which hath been the cause of
such denial on the part of those who have searched with such earnestness and longing. Their
attack hath been more fierce than tongue or pen can describe. Not one single Manifestation of
Holiness hath appeared but He was afflicted by the denials, the repudiation, and the vehement
opposition of the people around Him....

18.5 Shouldst thou acquaint thyself with the indignities heaped upon the
Prophets of God, and apprehend the true causes of the objections voiced by their oppressors,

OENEI®
:K?Iﬁs‘ 5
S

TRANSLATION

oceanoflights.org 1



https://oceanoflights.org/

thou wilt surely appreciate the significance of their position. Moreover, the more closely thou
observest the denials of those who have opposed the Manifestations of the divine attributes, the
firmer will be thy faith in the Cause of God....

18.6 Reflect, what could have been the motive for such deeds? What could
have prompted such behaviour towards the Revealers of the beauty of the All-Glorious?
Whatever in days gone by hath been the cause of the denial and opposition of those people
hath now led to the perversity of the people of this age. To maintain that the testimony of
Providence was incomplete, that it hath therefore been the cause of the denial of the people, is
but open blasphemy. How far from the grace of the All-Bountiful and from His loving providence
and tender mercies it is to single out a soul from amongst all men for the guidance of His
creatures, and, on one hand, to withhold from Him the full measure of His divine testimony, and,
on the other, inflict severe retribution on His people for having turned away from His chosen
One! Nay, the manifold bounties of the Lord of all beings have, at all times, through the
Manifestations of His divine Essence, encompassed the earth and all that dwell therein. Not for a
moment hath His grace been withheld, nor have the showers of His loving-kindness ceased to
rain upon Mmankind. Consequently, such behaviour can be attributed to naught save the petty-
mindedness of such souls as tread the valley of arrogance and pride, are lost in the wilds of
remoteness, walk in the ways of their idle fancy, and follow the dictates of the leaders of their
faith. Their chief concern is mere opposition; their sole desire is to ignore the truth. Unto every
discerning observer it is evident and manifest that had these people in the days of each of the
Manifestations of the Sun of Truth sanctified their eyes, their ears, and their hearts from
whatever they had seen, heard, and felt, they surely would not have been deprived of beholding
the beauty of God, nor strayed far from the habitations of glory. But having weighed the
testimony of God by the standard of their own knowledge, gleaned from the teachings of the
leaders of their faith, and found it at variance with their limited understanding, they arose to
perpetrate such unseemly acts....

18.7 It is evident that the changes brought about in every Dispensation
constitute the dark clouds that intervene between the eye of man’s understanding and the
divine Luminary which shineth forth from the dayspring of the divine Essence. Consider how
men for generations have been blindly imitating their fathers, and have been trained according
to such ways and manners as have been laid down by the dictates of their Faith. Were these
men, therefore, to discover suddenly that a Man, Who hath been living in their midst, Who, with
respect to every human limitation, hath been their equal, had risen to abolish every established
principle imposed by their Faith—principles by which for centuries they have been disciplined,
and every opposer and denier of which they have come to regard as infidel, profligate and
wicked—they would of a certainty be veiled and hindered from acknowledging His truth....

18.8 It behoveth us, therefore, to make the utmost endeavour, that, by God's
invisible assistance, these dark veils, these clouds of Heaven-sent trials, may not hinder us from
beholding the beauty of His shining Countenance, and that we may recognize Him only by His
own Self.

19.1 Consider the former generations. Witness how every time the Day-Star of
Divine bounty hath shed the light of His Revelation upon the world, the people of His Day have
arisen against Him, and repudiated His truth. They who were regarded as the leaders of men



have invariably striven to hinder their followers from turning unto Him Who is the Ocean of
God's limitless bounty.

19.2 Behold how the people, as a result of the verdict pronounced by the
divines of His age, have cast Abraham, the Friend of God, into fire; how Moses, He Who held
converse with the Almighty, was denounced as liar and slanderer. Reflect how Jesus, the Spirit of
God, was, notwithstanding His extreme meekness and perfect tender-heartedness, treated by
His enemies. So fierce was the opposition which He, the Essence of Being and Lord of the visible
and invisible, had to face, that He had nowhere to lay His head. He wandered continually from
place to place, deprived of a permanent abode. Ponder that which befell Muhammad, the Seal
of the Prophets, may the life of all else be a sacrifice unto Him....

19.3 Thou hast known how grievously the Prophets of God, His Messengers
and Chosen Ones, have been afflicted. Meditate awhile on the motive and reason which have
been responsible for such a persecution. At no time, in no Dispensation, have the Prophets of
GCod escaped the blasphemy of their enemies, the cruelty of their oppressors, the denunciation
of the learned of their age, who appeared in the guise of uprightness and piety. Day and night
they passed through such agonies as none can ever measure, except the knowledge of the one
true God, exalted be His glory.

19.4 Consider this wronged One. Though the clearest proofs attest the truth of
His Cause; though the prophecies He, in an unmistakable language, hath made have been
fulfilled; though, in spite of His not being accounted among the learned, His being unschooled
and inexperienced in the disputations current among the divines, He hath rained upon men the
showers of His manifold and Divinely-inspired knowledge; yet, behold how this generation hath
rejected His authority, and rebelled against Him! He hath, during the greater part of His life,
been sore-tried in the clutches of His enemies. His sufferings have now reached their
culmination in this afflictive Prison, into which His oppressors have so unjustly thrown Him. God
grant that, with a penetrating vision and radiant heart, thou mayest observe the things that
have come to pass and are now happening, and, pondering them in thine heart, mayest
recognize that which most men have, in this Day, failed to perceive. Please God, He may enable
thee to inhale the sweet fragrance of His Day, to partake of the limitless effusions of His grace, to
quaff thy fill, through His gracious favour, from the most great Ocean that surgeth in this Day in
the name of the Ancient King, and to remain firm and immovable as the mountain in His Cause.

20.1 He Who is the Dayspring of Truth is, no doubt, fully capable of rescuing
from such remoteness wayward souls and of causing them to draw nigh unto His court and
attain His Presence.... His purpose, however, is to enable the pure in spirit and the detached in
heart to ascend, by virtue of their own innate powers, unto the shores of the Most Great Ocean,
that thereby they who seek the Beauty of the All-Glorious may be distinguished and separated
from the wayward and perverse. Thus hath it been ordained by the all-glorious and resplendent
Pen....

20.2 That the Manifestations of Divine justice, the Daysprings of heavenly
grace, have when they appeared amongst men always been destitute of all earthly dominion
and shorn of the means of worldly ascendancy should be attributed to this same principle of
separation and distinction which animateth the Divine Purpose. Were the Eternal Essence to



manifest all that is latent within Him, were He to shine in the plentitude of His glory, none would
be found to question His power or repudiate His truth. Nay, all created things would be so
dazzled and thunderstruck by the evidences of His light as to be reduced to utter nothingness.
How, then, can the godly be differentiated under such circumstances from the froward?

203 This principle hath operated in each of the previous Dispensations and
been abundantly demonstrated... It is for this reason that, in every age, when a new
Manifestation hath appeared and a fresh revelation of God's transcendent power was
vouchsafed unto men, they that misbelieved in Him, deluded by the appearance of the peerless
and everlasting Beauty in the garb of mortal men, have failed to recognize Him. They have erred
from His path and eschewed His company—the company of Him Who is the Symbol of
nearness to God. They have even arisen to decimate the ranks of the faithful and to exterminate
such as believed in Him.

20.4 Behold how in this Dispensation the worthless and foolish have fondly
imagined that by such instruments as massacre, plunder and banishment they can extinguish
the Lamp which the Hand of Divine power hath lit, or eclipse the Day-Star of everlasting
splendour. How utterly unaware they seem to be of the truth that such adversity is the oil that
feedeth the flame of this Lamp! Such is God's transforming power. He changeth whatsoever He
willeth; He verily hath power over all things.



