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1953 (Convention) 

Warmly congratulate assembled delegates Bahá’í  community British Isles celebrating most 
great festival holy year on magnificent victories achieved African continent exceeding highest 
hopes plan formulated two years  ago originally  conceived mere prelude African campaign 
assumed such proportions yielded such fruit  deserve be regarded distinct  stage campaign 
launched British  Bahá’í  community  beyond borders  homeland six  year  plan  first  collective 
undertaking  British  Bahá’í  history  laid  broadened  foundations  administrative  institutions 
destined direct operation future overseas enterprises British Bahá’í community two year plan 
inaugurated  within  African  continent  glorious  mission  same  community  called  upon 
accomplish throughout British dependencies Eastern Western hemispheres hour propitious 
triumphant richly blessed British National Spiritual Assembly participate eleven sister national 
assemblies  East  West  impending world  spiritual  crusade through launching ten  year  plan 
embracing three continents globe calculated carry stage further their own particular crusade 
throughout numerous widely scattered highly diversified colonies protectorates British empire 
hasten day  be able  assume preponderating share  such vast  highly  meritorious  pioneering 
enterprise.

Momentous  plan  which  course  coming  decade  separating  them  most  great  Jubilee  will 
demand complete sustained consecration twofold task consolidation faith England Scotland 
Wales  Ireland  its  propagation  beyond  Island  home  involves:

First opening following virgin territories: Seven Europe — Channel Islands, Cyprus, Faroe Islands, 
Hebrides  Islands,  Malta,  Orkney Islands,  Shetland Islands;  Four  Africa  — British  Cameroons, 
British  Togoland,  Madeira,  South  West  Africa.

Second consolidation faith  following territories:  Nine Africa  — Angola,  Belgian Congo,  Gold 
Coast, Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Uganda, Zululand; Europe — Eire; Asia — Hong-
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kong.

Third  establishment  National  Spiritual  Assembly  Bahá’ís  Central  East  Africa.

Fourth  purchase  land  anticipation  construction  Mas̱ hriqu’l-Aḏhkár  Kampala.

Fifth  establishment  national  Hazíratu’l-quds  London.

Sixth  conversion  into  national  institution  local  Hazíratu’l-quds  Kampala.

Seventh  incorporation  National  Spiritual  Assembly  Bahá’ís  Central  East  Africa.

Eighth  establishment  national  endowments  British  Isles.

Ninth establishment national endowments by National Spiritual Assembly Bahá’ís Central East 
Africa.

Tenth  translation  Bahá’í  literature  thirty-one  African  languages:  Accra,  Afrikaans,  Aladian, 
Ashanti,  Banu, Bemba, Bua, Chuana, Gio,  GU, Jieng, Jolof,  Kuanyama, Krongo, Kroo, Liumbi, 
Malagasy, Nubian, Pedi, Popo, Ronga, Sena, Shilha, Shona, Sobo, Suto, Wongo, Xosa, Yalunka, 
Yao,  Zulu.

Eleventh  doubling  number  spiritual  assemblies  localities  British  Isles.

Twelfth  incorporation  nineteen  assemblies  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  Ireland.

Thirteenth  establishment  Israel  branch  National  Spiritual  Assembly  British  Isles.

Fourteenth formation European, Asian teaching committees, designed stimulate, co-ordinate 
teaching  activities  plan.

Ardently  praying decade long crusade culminating hundredth anniversary  declaration faith 
Bahá’u’lláh  may witness  both administrative  teaching fields  home front  as  well  as  beyond 
confines British Isles fruition seeds hand centre covenant so lovingly patiently sowed course 
twice repeated visit  heart British empire.  May it  likewise carry triumphant conclusion initial 
epoch unfoldment  world-wide mission entrusted British  Bahá’í  community  amidst  peoples 
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races  dwelling  dependencies  British  crown  scattered  throughout  five  continents  globe.

Shoghi 

Letter of 28 April 1953 (Convention) 

Greatly value Noble sentiments hand cause delegates friends fervently praying shrines valiant 
British Bahá’í community play memorable part world crusade fulfil historic mission. Deepest 
love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 13 May 1953 

Urge full fledged Bahá’í assemblies British territories Uganda Tanganyika Kenya now regarded 
most powerful pillars swiftly emerging steadily consolidating highly promising African Bahá’í 
community set glorious example through prompt measures initiation extension work through 
despatch  surplus  members  local  communities  including  Africans  neighbouring  territories 
French Somaliland Ruanda Urundi Madagascar French Belgian Congo Comoro Islands even 
Algeria  Morocco  accelerating  thereby  process  formation  local  assemblies  establishment 
national assembly Central East Africa adding fresh laurels crown already won pioneering field 
African  continent.

Shoghi 

Letter of 17 May 1953 

Mail  fifty  copies  statistical  pamphlet.

Shoghi 

Letter of 1 June 1953 

Urge immediate steps publication pamphlets African languages. Approve approach national 
assemblies  financial  assistance.  Myself  contributing  thousand  pounds  meritorious  purpose.

Shoghi 

Letter of 4 June 1953 

Africa Committee 
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Dear Bahá’í Sister: 

Your letters of June 27, August 4, August 18, September 19, October 9 and November 27, 1952, 
with enclosures, have been received, and the beloved Guardian has instructed me to answer 
you on his behalf. 

Your letter of May 25th has also been received. He of course meant French Equatorial Africa, but 
condensed it for the sake of the cable. The Belgian Congo is naturally separate. 

As many of your questions and reports dealt with pre-Conference complications, which, thanks 
to the grace of Bahá’u’lláh, were all satisfactorily removed, I will not touch upon them in this 
letter. 

The Guardian was immensely pleased and relieved when it became clear that the Bahá’ís had 
obtained  visas  for  Uganda,  and  were  attending  in  large  numbers,  and  that  hotel 
accommodation was available. 

From the report he has received from Mr. Ioas and pilgrims, the Conference was undoubtedly a 
tremendous success, and befittingly inaugurated the round of celebrations during this Holy 
Year. 

It is a great pity that there should have been so much unfavourable publicity connected with 
the public meeting associated with the Conference, and its attendance. One cannot, however, 
help but feel that such an attitude was inevitable sooner or later, because there is no doubt that 
the missionaries are beginning to feel the keenest resentment and a certain degree of alarm, 
due to the success of our teaching methods in Africa. 

Your committee will no doubt face, in the days to come, many grave problems; but the Guardian 
feels  sure that,  whatever  happens,  and whatever  attacks are made upon the Faith and its 
pioneers, the net result cannot but be good for us in the long run, and can only serve to hasten 
the spread of the Cause. 

He feels that your committee has every right to feel immensely proud, and grateful to God, for 
the success of your unremitting labours over such a long period of time. 

He was most happy to hear that Mr. Dudley Smith Kutendele is planning to go and teach the 
Faith in Nyasaland, and will pray that his efforts may meet with success in the end. 

Your understanding of the treatment of polygamist converts to the Faith is quite correct, but of 
course if anyone who is a Bahá’í wishes to marry more than one wife, he cannot do so. If they 
should disobey this law, then the cases must be handled in the same way as the Persians do, 
which is that these persons who become polygamists, break the laws of marriage. 

As regards your question about the proper designation for the huts which will be used by the 
believers in villages, as Bahá’í Centres, he thinks that, for the time being, until a more dignified 
structure can be erected, they should be called “Bahá’í Centre”, and not Hazíratu’l-Quds — the 
correct name is Hazíratu’l-Quds and not Hazírá. 
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He was immensely pleased over the example shown by Enos Epyeru,  in withdrawing from 
political affiliation, and feels that some of the African friends are showing a most exemplary spirit 
of  devotion  and  loyalty.  He  feels  that  a  great  potential  strength  lies  in  these  new  African 
believers. 

No doubt your committee will be faced with problems, due to the inexperience of some of these 
people in administrative matters, but, through loving guidance, and the wisdom of those who 
are associated with them on the spot, these minor things can be satisfactorily taken care of, and 
the main thing, the establishment of assemblies and groups, be carried out successfully. 

The Guardian was indeed delighted over ‘Alí Naḵ hjavání’s trip to the Teso district. The purity of 
his spirit, the intensity of his devotion, and the longing in his heart to bring the Faith to his 
African brothers, all of which he so clearly showed forth in his actions, were no doubt the great 
factors which enkindled the first fires in the hearts of the believers in that land, and which have 
spread so swiftly and have been the cause of such joy to our beloved Guardian. 

The Guardian considers that the settling of all the virgin territories all over the world is the most 
important of the goals given to any of the National Assemblies, and that it should be given 
precedence. Indeed, he is hoping that the one hundred and thirty territories still unopened may 
all be settled by pioneers this year, if possible. 

It is not necessary for a National Assembly to confine itself to the placing of pioneers from its 
own community in its goal areas — it may draw on other Bahá’í communities for pioneers for its 
goal territories, as well, and vice versa. In other words, pioneers from the British Isles may be sent 
to territories under the administrative jurisdiction of  other National  Bodies than the British 
National Assembly, and pioneers may be accepted for British posts who are not members of the 
British community. The important thing is to achieve the goals. 

The Guardian is urging the bodies associated with the work in Africa to disperse their forces, and 
not  endeavour  to  build  up large communities.  Otherwise,  there will  be a  large number of 
pioneers in one place, while other goal countries may be left entirely without a pioneer. 

As regards the translations for Africa, he has urged the American National Spiritual Assembly, in 
connection with the printing of Bahá’í literature in the languages allotted to that continent, to 
give you any help it can. 

The  Guardian  feels  confident  that,  by  proper  concentration  of  effort  and  exchange  of 
information between the committees responsible for getting the pioneers out to Africa, the 
ways and means will be forthcoming to achieve our objectives this year. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  his  prayers  will  continue  to  be  offered  for  the  work  you  are 
performing, and that he most deeply appreciates the conscientious and tireless devotion of all 
the members of your committee, a devotion which has enabled the Conference to take place 
with such success. 

With loving Bahá’í greetings…. 
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P.S.  In  reading  over  this  letter,  I  see  that  I  have  not  done  justice  to  the  deep  feeling  of 
appreciation our beloved Guardian has for the wonderful spirit shown by Mr. Banání and his 
wife, as well as by Philip Hainsworth and Mr. and Mrs. Collison. The services of all of those friends 
cannot be overestimated, nor those of the devoted pioneers in Kenya and Tanganyika. 

[From the Guardian:] 

May the Almighty bless, sustain and guide you in your highly meritorious endeavours, remove all 
obstacles from your path, and enable you to lend a great impetus to the historic work being 
achieved in the African Continent. 

Your  true  and  grateful  brother,
Shoghi 

Letter of 5 June 1953 

Dear Bahá’í Friends, 

Our Beloved Guardian has been greatly encouraged by reports reaching him from all parts of 
the Bahá’í World, of victories, already gained, and plans being laid for the prosecution of the Ten 
Year Crusade. He was particularly pleased to learn that some 150 people have offered to pioneer 
in virgin overseas areas at the American Convention. 

These reports have evoked his awe-inspiring and soul-stirring cablegram of May 28th,1 calling for 
the immediate settlement of all the 131 virgin areas of the Plan, just as quickly as possible. He is 
convinced the Friends will arise and translate their enthusiasm into Action, because the Keynote 
of the Crusade, must be Action, Action, Action. 

The Beloved Guardian has directed me to write your Assembly to amplify some of the aspects of 
his dynamic message. 

The settlement of these virgin areas is of such an emergency nature, that he feels pioneering in 
one of them takes precedence over every other type of Bahá’í service — whether it be in the 
teaching or administrative fields of the Faith. So important is it that the National Assembly may 
delay initiation of steps to fulfil other phases of the Plan, until all these areas are conquered for 
the Faith. Nothing, absolutely nothing, must be allowed to interfere with the placing of pioneers 
in each of the 131 goal countries. 

There are some general  observations which the Guardian shares with you,  and then some 
specific suggestions which are enumerated below: 

1. Every individual who has offered to pioneer, must be encouraged in every way by the 
National Assembly.

1. The National Assembly should assist each pioneer, so they may be placed in their post just 
as quickly as possible.

1. Announcing “Roll of Honour” for “Knights of Bahá’u’lláh” published in “Messages to the Bahá’í World, 
1950–1957”.  
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1. The  handling  of  each  application  for  pioneering  service  must  be  expedited,  and  not 
allowed to be bogged down for any reason, or in the hands of committees.

1. The National Assembly should make it their first order of business to follow up actively this 
most important task.  They must make it  the first order of business at each Assembly 
meeting to see that each application is being progressed rapidly. This does not mean the 
special committees should not handle the details, but it does mean the Assembly itself 
must review each application at each meeting and see that the pioneer gets into the field 
as soon as possible.

1. A large number of pioneers should not be sent to any one country. One, or even two, will 
be sufficient for the time being. Later on, if supplementary assistance is needed, that of 
course can be taken care of. The all important thing now is to get at least one pioneer in 
each of the 131 virgin areas.

1. The National Assembly may exercise its prerogatives and suggest to applicants where 
their services are most needed. This, of course, applies particularly to pioneers who might 
wish to settle in one area.

1. Because there have been so many applicants in America, the Guardian has written them 
that they may place their pioneers in any virgin area in the world. His objective now is to fill 
these lands yet unconquered by the Hosts of Heaven and he feels the initial impact must 
be made now. Thus, from whatever sources they come, they should be placed in the field 
at the earliest possible moment. Furthermore, as the Chief Executors of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s 
Divine Plan, He expects the Americans to bear the brunt of the load everywhere. He has 
instructed  the  American  N.S.A.  to  communicate  with  your  Assembly  with  regard  to 
pioneers to be settled in territories coming under your assignment, as well as territories 
not under your assignment, but where your Assembly can aid them in settling, particularly 
in areas of the Commonwealth which are not under your assignment.

The specific suggestions of the Guardian are: 

(a) Areas close at hand and easy of settlement should be filled first. Then the areas more difficult, 
and finally those which will be quite difficult. 

(b) Whenever a pioneer enters a new territory, a cable should be sent at once to the Guardian, 
giving the name, place, and any pertinent information. 

(c) A monthly report of progress is to be sent by your Assembly to the Secretary-General of the 
International Bahá’í Council. Special matters of report nature, for the Guardian, in connection 
with the plan should be sent to the Secretary-General of the Council also. 

This  does  not  mean that  any  administrative  matters  in  connection with  the settlement  of 
pioneers, etc., should be handled with the Council. Such matters should continue to be handled 
with the Guardian direct. The Council is simply to co-ordinate reports, consolidate them, keep 
maps up to date, etc., for the Guardian, and your reports will enable them to do this. 
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(d) The Guardian feels the following areas are not difficult to settle, and he thinks you should 
arrange for their settlement at once; and he will appreciate cable advice of each settlement as 
they take place. 

Channel  Islands
Malta
Hebrides  Islands
Cyprus
Shetland Islands 

(e) The Guardian has cabled you, and at his direction I have written the Friends in Uganda, Kenya 
and Tanganyika of the importance of their spreading out, and if possible sending pioneers into 
the surrounding areas in Africa, such as Belgian Congo, Ruanda Urundi, Somaliland, and even 
South West Africa. He wishes you to follow up this matter closely. The Guardian attached great 
importance to the Ashanti Protectorate, and if any of the Friends can go there, particularly any 
Persians you may be assisting in getting located, he will appreciate it. 

As the Guardian’s dramatic cable indicates, an illuminated “Roll of Honour” on which will be 
inscribed the names of the “Knights of Bahá’u’lláh” who first enter these 131 virgin areas, will be 
placed inside the entrance door of the Inner Sanctuary of the Tomb of Bahá’u’lláh. From time to 
time, the Guardian will announce to the Bahá’í World the names of those Holy Souls who arise 
under the conditions outlined in his message, and settle these areas and conquer them for 
Bahá’u’lláh. 

Now is the Hour for the Friends everywhere to demonstrate the spiritual vitality of the Faith, and 
of their devotion. There is no time after this moment, to settle the unconquered areas. The 
Guardian is sure the Friends throughout the world, and particularly the staunch Bahá’ís in the 
British Isles, will arise as one soul in many bodies, and surging ahead, cover the face of the Earth 
with the Glory of the Lord. 

The Guardian will pray fervently for the Bahá’ís of the British Isles for the success of their efforts. 

The Guardian will pray for the members of your Assembly, whose sacrificial efforts he greatly 
values…. 

Letter of 8 June 1953 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The  beloved  Guardian  has  asked  me  to  write  to  you  following  my  letter  of  June  5th  in 
connection with the great  importance of  settling one hundred and thirty-one virgin areas, 
during the next few months. 

Naturally it will be difficult for the Faith to be established in the new territories or amongst the 
new tribes if they do not have at least a pamphlet for distribution to the new contacts. 

He therefore feels that along with the sending of pioneers into the virgin areas, the translation of 
literature into the languages assigned to the British National Assembly should take place. He 
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has cabled you direct concerning this very important matter, and has informed you in his cable 
that he is arranging for a gift of 1,000 Pounds to assist you in this most important work. 

The Guardian feels that one of the existing pamphlets would be satisfactory, or a new one, which 
you may feel it desirable to prepare. At this time, it is not necessary to enter into the question of 
translation of Bahá’í books, simply a pamphlet, which can be used for teaching purposes. 

The Guardian wishes you to budget the necessary funds to cover this work and to see that it is 
actively pursued, so that the literature will be available at an early date. 

He  wishes  you  to  send  current  reports  of  activities  in  connection  with  this  matter  to  the 
Secretary-General of the International Bahá’í Council, so that the data may be assembled with all 
the necessary information in connection with the Ten Year Crusade, for the Guardian. 

He sends his loving greetings to you. 

Letter of 25 June 1953 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

Your letters of July 8, 12 and 16, August 5 and 13, September 16, 20 and 26, October 13, 14 and 26,  
December 12 (3) and 17, 1952, and January 4, 6, 13, 15, 20, 27 (2) and 29, February 3 and 6, March 12, 
17, 22, 23 and 26, April 1, 17, 20, 24 and 29, May 5, 11, 14, 15 (2), 28 and 30, 1953, with their enclosures, 
have been received by the beloved Guardian, as well as material sent under separate cover, and 
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf. 

As you are all aware, the pressure of work is constantly increasing all over the Bahá’í world, and 
of course the heaviest load falls upon the Guardian. That is why he is finding it increasingly 
difficult to keep up with his letters, not only to individuals, but also to national bodies, important 
as they are. He regrets this delay, but sees no remedy for it. 

It was a source of great pride to him that the British Bahá’ís succeeded with their Plan, in spite of 
the fact that it was a long, hard struggle, and in some instances the odds seemed very much 
against them. He feels sure that their qualities of tenacity of purpose, fidelity and initiative will 
carry them on to even greater distinction during the coming ten years, as they execute their 
portion of the Global Crusade, an important portion. 

It was very nice to have dear Dr. Mitchell2 here; the Guardian hopes that gradually more British 
Bahá’ís will be able to make the pilgrimage. 

He was very relieved to hear that dear Mr. Townshend has recovered his health to such an 
extent  that  he  will  be  attending  the  Stockholm  Conference,  where  his  presence  will  be 
welcomed by all the other Hands attending, and the believers as well…. 

The letters which your Assembly wrote at the request of the … Bahá’ís to certain officials there, 
he thought were excellent. What he did not think was excellent was the almost insulting reply 
you received as regards … from the authorities in London and signed by…. The letter was a mass 

2. (“Bahá’í World”, Vol. XIII, p. 901.)
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of contradictions, and the excuses transparent, to say the least. It shows that there is no doubt 
going to  be a  stiffening opposition from certain  colonial  governments,  as  the Bahá’í  work 
progresses. 

Your  Assembly  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  press  the  matter  as  best  you  can  with  the 
authorities, without causing too much opposition…. 

The question of impressing upon the Africans who are seeking enrolment the necessity of not 
drinking is a delicate one. When enrolling new believers, we must be wise and gentle, and not 
place so many obstacles in their way that they feel it impossible to accept the Faith. On the 
other hand, once accorded membership in the community of the followers of Bahá’u’lláh, it 
must be brought home to them that they are expected to live up to His teachings, and to show 
forth the signs of a noble character in conformity with His laws. This can often be done gradually, 
after the new believer is enrolled. 

Now that the African work has entered upon an entirely new phase, indeed the work all over the 
world, the position your Assembly held as the more or less co-ordinating body for the work in 
Africa has been changed. However, the closest co-operation will be necessary between all the 
National Assemblies concerned with the Africa teaching work, if the Plan is to go ahead swiftly; 
and exchange of information, especially as regards pioneer possibilities and posts, is essential, in 
order to get the believers out to the goal countries during this year, which is the Guardian’s 
ardent hope, and to which he attaches the greatest possible importance. There is no objection 
to  British  pioneers  going  into  the  territories  of  other  Assemblies,  or  believers  under  other 
jurisdiction being used by your Assembly. The most important thing is to open up the virgin 
countries;  and  of  course  whoever  works  in  a  country  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  specific 
Assembly, no matter where their origin may have been, would be under the orders of that 
Assembly. 

As he has cabled, he considers that, at this stage in the development of the Faith in Africa, it is 
not necessary for so many people to congregate in one centre, such as Kampala, when there is 
such a tremendous need in neighbouring territories for pioneers, whether native or European. 

He considers that the formation of a school at this time is premature. It would involve us in 
heavy  responsibilities  which  for  the  sake  of  public  opinion  would  have  to  be  discharged 
efficiently and in an exemplary manner, and he does not consider that we have the resources or 
the facilities at present to embark on such a project. There is no reason why the subject cannot 
be reconsidered at a future date. 

He  considers  that  the  attitude of  your  Assembly  regarding police  service  which  might  be 
required of the Bahá’ís in Kenya at this time is correct, and that it is not war, so far. As it seems 
that … situation with his employer, for the present at least, prevented him from having to do 
police duty, the subject does not arise for the moment. He does not think that any general rule 
can be laid down in such matters. Events must be watched, and, when situations such as these 
arise, fresh consultation with him will be necessary…. 
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As he has already informed you, and the National Spiritual Assembly of America as well, there is 
no objection to your receiving co-operation from them and financial  assistance which they 
might be able to give you in publishing some of the literature in the African languages. 

He thinks your Assembly’s decision regarding spiritual healing being demonstrated at a Bahá’í 
meeting was quite sound. We should try not to have the Faith identified with such things in the 
eyes of the public, officially. What the believers do privately, which in no way contravenes the 
Teachings, is their own affair. 

As regards the Obligatory Prayers, the friends in the West should continue to use them exactly 
as they have been doing, and as is set forth in the remarks in parentheses which accompany the 
prayers in the book “Prayers and Meditations”. The Guardian himself will, whenever he sees fit,  
and considers the time is ripe, inform the friends in such matters in greater detail. 

Of  all  the  work  being  undertaken  by  the  believers,  East  and  West,  at  the  present  time, 
undoubtedly the most urgent is that of getting the pioneers out to the goal countries during 
this year, if possible. Not only will spiritual strength accrue from this settlement of so many new 
lands, but the prestige it gives us in the eyes of the non-Bahá’ís is great. He fully realises heavy 
burdens have been placed upon the shoulders of all  the Bahá’ís,  and particularly upon the 
members of the twelve N.S.A.s directing this great crusade. But who else except the believers 
can do the work of Bahá’u’lláh? And short of accomplishing His work, where else lies hope for 
this confused and sorely-tried world? 

In  spite  of  your  many problems,  he  feels  confident  that  you will  find amongst  the valiant 
members of the British Bahá’í community sufficient volunteers to enable you to fill your virgin 
territories and islands with at least one pioneer per place. As he has already pointed out, there 
can be exchange; in other words, one Assembly can make use of volunteers for its goals from 
amongst believers under the jurisdiction of another N.S.A. if such are available. 

In spite of your financial position and the work that lies ahead, the Guardian has felt it wise and 
necessary for you to take steps to purchase a national headquarters. When we remember that 
England is one of the oldest Bahá’í countries, so to speak, in the West, and that in spite of her 
distinction she is still without a suitable seat for her national Bahá’í administration, we see how 
important it is for her, on the eve of this great period of expansion, to have a National Centre.  
France, without any N.S.A. as yet, now has one, and it is high time England had one too. You will 
receive aid from others in this undertaking, as well as from the Guardian. He was pleased that 
Mr. Joseph took the first step in enabling you to fulfil this objective. 

His loving thoughts and prayers are with each and every one of you, as you face your great 
responsibilities and rise to meet your priceless opportunities…. 

P.S. The Guardian wishes your Assembly to express to Mr. Albert Joseph his deep appreciation of 
the assistance he is giving you in connection with the purchase of a National Headquarters. 

[From the Guardian:] 

Dear and valued co-workers, 
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The successive victories won, in recent years, by the British Bahá’í community, proclaiming, on 
the one hand, the triumphant conclusion of the first collective enterprise undertaken in British 
Bahá’í history on the morrow of the centenary celebrations of the Founding of the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh, and on the other, the successful termination of the Two Year Plan, marking the 
inauguration of the community’s historic Mission beyond the confines of its homeland, have 
immensely  enhanced  its  prestige  throughout  the  entire  Bahá’í  world,  have  won  for  it  the 
abiding gratitude and profound admiration of all who labour for our beloved Faith, and entitled 
it to assume a prominent share in the conduct of the world spiritual Crusade launched amidst 
the festivities signalising the climax of the celebrations of this Holy Year commemorating the 
centenary of the birth of the Mission of the Author of the Bahá’í Dispensation. 

Much has been achieved in the course of the past nine years, both within the borders of this 
community’s island home, and throughout the widely scattered Dependencies of the British 
Crown, on the shores as well as within the heart of the vast and far-off African Continent, to 
merit the pride that fills the hearts of its staunch and stalwart members, to deserve the applause 
of the Concourse on High, to evoke the fondest hopes for the steady unfoldment and ultimate 
consummation of the historic Mission entrusted to the care of the British followers of the Cause 
of Bahá’u’lláh, and to befittingly usher in a new Era in British Bahá’í history — an Era that will for 
ever remain associated with the systematic introduction of God’s triumphant Faith, through the 
concerted efforts of the heroic band of Bahá’í pioneers, dwelling within the British Isles, into the 
Chief  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown  scattered  throughout  the  European  and  Asiatic 
continents and the islands and archipelagos of the Seven Seas. 

The entire community, now firmly entrenched within the Administrative strongholds, recently 
and so laboriously established in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, must rise as one man to 
the occasion that now presents itself. With hearts brimming with the love of Bahá’u’lláh, with 
souls entirely dedicated to His Cause, with minds attuned to the laws and precepts underlying 
His  teachings,  steeled  with  an  inflexible  determination  to  utilise,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the 
administrative agencies which their hands have fashioned since the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
and deriving fresh hope and sustenance from the rapid and remarkable victories won in both 
the  teaching  and  administrative  spheres  of  Bahá’í  activity,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
members of this high-minded, tenacious and spiritually alive community must gird up their 
loins, intensify their efforts a hundredfold and, through their combined and sustained efforts, 
write yet another chapter in British Bahá’í history that will illuminate the annals of the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh and eclipse the splendour of the feats already accomplished in the past fifty years by 
the adherents of His Cause in their native land. 

The twofold process,  already set in motion,  which has been attended by such conspicuous 
success, must, in the course of the coming decade, be not only fully maintained but steadily 
accelerated. While the structure of the Administrative Order of the Faith within the British Isles 
is  being  steadily  reinforced  and  enlarged,  through  the  multiplication  of  the  administrative 
institutions of the Faith in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland and the consolidation of the 
newly-fledged assemblies already established, an effort, unprecedented in scope and intensity, 
must be continually and determinedly exerted to lay the administrative basis of this Order not 
only in the islands bordering the British Isles, but in the Dependencies of the British Crown in 
the Mediterranean, and in the African and Asiatic Continents. 
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This vital aspect of the Mission committed to the care of the British Bahá’í community, must, in 
the course of the Crusade upon which it has embarked, receive a tremendous impetus, and 
gather  such  momentum  as  to  justify  the  trust  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá  so  confidently  placed  in  this 
community and the distinctive functions with which its members have been invested since His 
passing.  The  development  of  the  institutions  of  the  Faith  on  the  home  front  must  be 
supplemented by, and afford a constant stimulus to, the rise of similar institutions, first in the 
limited  number  of  territories  and  islands  assigned  to  the  elected  representatives  of  this 
community, and eventually throughout the colonies and protectorates comprising the British 
Empire. 

The opening phase of the Ten Year Plan so auspiciously inaugurated on the morrow of the 
memorable victories already achieved, covering a period of no less than two years, must be 
distinguished by the opening, in rapid succession, of the eleven virgin territories in Europe and 
Africa and the laying of a firm foundation for the future erection of a rapidly rising Administrative 
Order whose ramifications are destined to encircle  within the coming ten years  the entire 
planet. 

The exertions required to consummate the first  stage of this Ten Year Plan are admittedly 
arduous, and demand the utmost attentiveness, and a degree of sacrifice and consecration 
unequalled  in  the  entire  course  of  British  Bahá’í  history.  In  spite  of  the  smallness  of  their 
numbers, and the limited resources at their disposal, the members of the community living in 
the British Isles, including administrators and teachers, as well as the band of self-sacrificing 
pioneers  who have already forsaken their  homes and are labouring in distant fields in the 
African Continent, must, at whatever cost, disperse more widely and direct their footsteps to the 
virgin territories and islands assigned to their National Assembly, contributing thereby, directly 
and effectively, to the speedy and successful termination of the initial phase of a Crusade on 
which the immediate destinies of the entire community so largely depend. 

While this supreme effort is being exerted special and immediate attention must, likewise, be 
directed to two other objectives which constitute a vital part of the work now confronting the 
members of  this  community.  The selection of  the site  of  the Hazíratu’l-Quds in the city  of 
London, the heart of the British Empire, and the national administrative seat of the Bahá’ís of the 
British Isles, and the adoption of effective measures for its immediate purchase, as well as the 
preparation of a suitable pamphlet and its prompt translation and publication in the thirty-one 
languages assigned to the British Bahá’í National Assembly, are matters of such urgency as to 
be given precedence, during the coming two years, over all the other objectives of the Ten Year 
Plan. 

The Plan on which the British Bahá’í  community has embarked,  unique in its  significance, 
unprecedented in  its  scope,  so  vast  in  its  potentialities,  so  meritorious  in  its  objectives,  so 
challenging in its features, will, if consummated, at the appointed time, open a further vista, 
before the eyes of its victorious prosecutors, of such transcendent glory as none of them can as 
yet even dimly imagine. The path leading to the discovery of this brilliant yet at present distant 
goal,  at  which a triumphant community will  be enabled to catch a glimpse of its  ultimate 
destiny, revealed in the plenitude of its splendour, is long, steep and thorny. The prizes to be won 
by those who must tread this path, in the years immediately ahead, are not to be easily secured. 
The challenge will be prolonged and severe. The opportunities they now have to scale loftier 
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heights of heroism, and achieve still mightier victories during the interval separating the Great 
and Most Great Jubilees, will if missed never again recur. 

He Who, in His infinite love and mercy, called into being this community, more than fifty years 
ago, at the time of the inception of His Father’s Faith in the West, Who tenderly and vigilantly 
nursed it and guided its footsteps in the early years of its infancy, Who twice conferred upon it 
the inestimable blessings of personal contact with its members, Who sustained, from His station 
on high, its development in the course of no less than two decades, within the framework of a 
rising Administrative Order, Who enabled it to expand and consolidate itself within its island 
home,  Who  launched  it,  subsequently,  on  its  mission  overseas,  will,  if  its  members  prove 
themselves worthy of His trust, continue to shower His manifold blessings upon them, at this 
hour of their greatest need, and will  enable them to traverse, speedily and successfully,  the 
second and momentous stage in the progressive unfoldment of that same Mission. 

That they may, guided and assisted by the vigilance, the wisdom and devotion of their elected 
national representatives, forge ahead with undiminished vigour, with exemplary fidelity, and 
with inflexible determination, along the path of their high destiny, overcome every obstacle that 
stands in their way, achieve signal success in the course of the opening phase of this world-
girdling Crusade, and crown eventually their Ten Year Plan with a victory unexampled in the 
annals of the Faith in the British Isles,  is  my cherished hope for them and my fervent and 
constant prayer. 

Shoghi 

Letter of 28 June 1953 

Advise prompt measures outright purchase Hazírá London contributing two thousand pounds 
encouraging  national  assemblies.

Shoghi 

Letter of 30 June 1953 

Guardian urges prompt handling volunteers  Kampala Nairobi  Dar-es-salaam for  immediate 
settlement….

Ioas 

Letter of 9 July 19533 

Advise  freehold  purchase.

3. Refers to purchase of Hazíratu’l-Quds, London.  
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Shoghi 

Letter of 18 July 19534 

If  less  expensive  not  available  approve.

Shoghi 

Letter of 21 July 1953 

To the Hands of the Cause, the members of the National Spiritual Assemblies, the pioneers, the 
resident believers and visitors attending the European Intercontinental Teaching Conference in 
Stockholm, Sweden (July 21/26, 1953). 

Well-beloved Friends, 

With a glad and grateful heart I welcome the convocation, in the capital city of Sweden, of the 
third  of  a  series  of  Intercontinental  Teaching  Conferences  associated  with  the  world-wide 
festivities commemorating the Centenary of the Mission of Bahá’u’lláh and destined to exert a 
profound and lasting influence on the immediate fortunes of His Faith in all continents of the 
globe. 

I  look  back  with  feelings  of  wonder,  thankfulness  and  joy  upon  the  chain  of  memorable 
circumstances which, a little over a century ago, accompanied the introduction of the Faith into, 
and marked the inception of its nascent institutions within a continent which, in the course of 
the  last  two thousand years,  has  exercised on the  destiny  of  the  human race  a  pervasive 
influence unequalled by that of any other continent of the globe. 

I feel impelled on this historic occasion, when the members of the American, the British, the 
German  and  the  newly  formed  Italo-Swiss  National  Spiritual  Assemblies,  as  well  as 
representatives of the Bahá’ís of the United Kingdom, of Eire, of Germany, of Austria, of the 
Scandinavian and Benelux countries, of the Iberian Peninsula, of Italy, of Switzerland, of France 
and of Finland are assembled, to pay a warm tribute to the valiant labours of the early British 
and French Bahá’í pioneers, who at the very dawn of the Faith in Europe, strove with such 
diligence, consecration and resolution to fan into flame that holy Fire which the hand of the 
appointed Centre of Bahá’u’lláh’s Covenant had kindled in the north-west extremity of that 
continent on the morrow of His Father’s ascension.  I recall the slow eastward spread of that 
infant  Light  which  led  to  the  gradual  emergence  of  the  German  and  Austrian  Bahá’í 
communities, during the darkest period of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s incarceration in the prison-fortress of 
‘Akká. I am reminded of His subsequent epoch-making visit, soon after His providential release 
from His forty-year confinement in the Most Great Prison, to these newly-fledged struggling 
communities,  of  His patient seed-sowing destined to yield at a later age its first  fruits,  and 
constituting a landmark of the utmost significance in the rise and establishment of the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh in that continent. 

4. Refers to purchase of Hazíratu’l-Quds, London.  
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I, moreover, call to mind, on this occasion, the successive episodes which, on the morrow of 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s ascension, in the course of the initial Epoch of the Formative Age of the Bahá’í 
Dispensation,  signalised the emergence of  those administrative  institutions,  both local  and 
national, which proclaimed the germination of those potent seeds which had lain dormant for 
more than a decade in these newly-opened European territories, and which culminated in the 
construction of the framework of the Administrative Order of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh and the 
erection of the first two pillars destined to sustain in that continent the weight of the final unit of 
that Order. 

Nor can I fail to acclaim, as a further milestone in the irresistible evolution of that Faith, the 
launching,  following  the  creation  of  the  administrative  agencies  designed  to  provide  the 
effectual instruments for its propagation, of the Six Year Plan of the British Bahá’í community 
followed successively by the European Teaching Campaign, inaugurated in accordance with the 
provisions of the second Seven Year Plan of the American Bahá’í community, the Five Year Plan 
conceived  by  the  German  and  Austrian  Bahá’í  communities  and  the  Two  Year  Plan  later 
initiated by the British Bahá’í community — Plans which, within less than a decade, succeeded 
in laying the structural basis of the Administrative Order of the Faith in Wales, in Scotland, in 
Northern Ireland and in Eire, in multiplying and consolidating Bahá’í institutions throughout the 
British Isles, in broadening and strengthening the foundations of that same Order in Germany 
and Austria, in erecting the National Administrative Headquarters of the Faith in the city of 
Frankfurt, in establishing Spiritual Assemblies in the capital cities of no less than ten sovereign 
states in Europe, in reinforcing the administrative foundations of that Faith in those territories, in 
providing the means for the convocation of four European, and a series of regional, Teaching 
Conferences,  and  above  all,  in  the  convocation  of  the  historic  Convention  in  Florence, 
culminating in the emergence of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Italy and 
Switzerland,  the  third  in  a  series  of  institutions  destined to  play  their  part  in  the eventual 
establishment of  the Supreme Legislative Body of  the Administrative Order of  the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh. 

The hour is  now ripe for these communities,  whether new or old,  local  or national,  already 
functioning on the northern, the western and the southern fringes of that continent, as well as 
those situated in its very heart, to initiate befittingly and prosecute energetically the European 
Campaign of a global Crusade which will not only contribute, to an unprecedented degree, to 
the broadening and the consolidation of the foundations of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh on the 
continent of Europe, but will also diffuse its light over the neighbouring islands, and will, God 
willing, carry its radiance to the eastern territories of that continent, and beyond them as far as 
the heart of Asia. 

The  privileged  prosecutors  of  so  revolutionising,  so  gigantic,  so  sacred  and  beneficent  a 
campaign are, on the morrow of its launching, and at such a crucial hour in the destinies of the 
European continent,  summoned to  undertake:  First,  the  formation,  under  the aegis  of  the 
National  Spiritual  Assembly  of  the  Bahá’ís  of  the  United  States,  of  one  National  Spiritual 
Assembly  in  each  of  the  Scandinavian  and  Benelux  countries,  and  those  of  the  Iberian 
Peninsula,  and one in Finland,  as well  as the establishment,  in collaboration with the Paris 
Spiritual Assembly, of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of France, the establishment 
under the aegis of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Germany and Austria, of the 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Austria, and the establishment, under the aegis of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States, and in association with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Italy and Switzerland, of independent National 
Spiritual Assemblies in Italy and Switzerland.  Second, the construction of the first Mas̱ hriqu’l-
Aḏhkár of Europe in the city of Frankfurt, the heart of Germany, which occupies such a central 
position in the continent of Europe. Third, the purchase of land for the future construction of two 
Mas̱ hriqu’l-Aḏhkárs, one in the north in the city of Stockholm, and one in the south in the city of 
Rome,  the  seat  and stronghold  of  the  most  powerful  Church in  Christendom.  Fourth,  the 
opening of  the  following thirty  virgin  territories  and islands:  Albania,  Crete,  Estonia,  Finno-
Karelia, Frisian Islands, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia, Rumania, White Russia, assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Germany and Austria; Channel Islands, Cyprus, 
Faroe Islands, Hebrides Islands, Malta, Orkney Islands, Shetland Islands, assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the British Isles;  Andorra, Azores, Balearic Islands, Lofoten 
Islands, Spitzbergen, Ukraine, assigned to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the 
United States of America; Liechtenstein, Monaco, Rhodes, San Marino, Sardinia, Sicily, assigned 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Italy and Switzerland.  Fifth, the translation 
and publication of Bahá’í literature in the following ten languages to be undertaken by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States of America, through its European 
Teaching  Committee:  Basque,  Estonian,  Flemish,  Lapp,  Maltese,  Piedmontese,  Romani, 
Romansch,  Yiddish,  Ziryen.  Sixth,  the  consolidation  of  Belgium,  Denmark,  Finland,  France, 
Holland,  Italy,  Luxembourg,  Norway,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  allocated  to  the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States of America; of Austria, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Russian S.F.S., Yugoslavia, allocated to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Germany and Austria;  of  Eire,  allocated to the National Spiritual 
Assembly  of  the  Bahá’ís  of  the  British  Isles;  of  Iceland,  allocated  to  the  National  Spiritual 
Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Canada; and of Corsica, allocated to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Bahá’ís of Italy and Switzerland. Seventh, the incorporation of the thirteen above-mentioned 
National  Spiritual  Assemblies.  Eighth,  the  establishment  by  these  same  National  Spiritual 
Assemblies of national Bahá’í endowments. Ninth, the establishment of a national Hazíratu’l-
Quds in the capital city of each of the countries where the National Spiritual Assemblies are to 
be established, as well as one in London and one in Paris. Tenth, the formation of a National 
Bahá’í Publishing Trust in Frankfurt, Germany.  Eleventh, the formation of Israel Branches of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of the Bahá’ís of the British Isles and of Germany and Austria, 
authorised to hold, on behalf of their parent institutions, property dedicated to the Holy Shrines 
at the World Centre of the Faith in the State of Israel. Twelfth, the conversion to the Faith of  
representatives of the Basque and Gypsy races.  Thirteenth, the appointment during Riḍván 
1954, by the Hands of the Cause in Europe, of an auxiliary board of nine members who will, in 
conjunction with the four National Spiritual Assemblies participating in the European campaign, 
assist,  through periodic and systematic visits  to Bahá’í  centres,  in the efficient and prompt 
execution  of  the  Plans  formulated  for  the  prosecution  of  the  teaching  campaign  in  the 
European continent. 

A continent occupying such a central and strategic position on the entire planet; so rich and 
eventful in its history; so diversified in its culture; from whose soil sprang both the Hellenic and 
Roman civilisations;  the  mainspring of  a  civilisation  to  some of  whose  features  Bahá’u’lláh 
Himself paid tribute; on whose southern shores Christendom first established its home; along 
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whose eastern marches the mighty forces of the Cross and the Crescent so frequently clashed; 
on whose south-western extremity a fast  evolving Islamic culture yielded its  fairest  fruit;  in 
whose heart the light of the Reformation shone so brightly,  shedding its rays as far as the 
outlying regions of the globe; the well-spring of American culture; whose northern and western 
fringes were first warmed and illuminated, less than a century ago, by the dawning light of the 
Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh; in whose heart a community, so rich in promise, was subsequently 
established; whose soil was later sanctified by the twice-repeated visit of the appointed Centre 
of  His  Covenant;  which  witnessed,  in  consequence  of  the  rise  and  establishment  of  the 
Administrative  Order  of  His  Faith,  the erection of  two of  the foremost  pillars  of  the future 
Universal House of Justice; which, in recent years, sustained the dynamic impact of a series of 
national Plans preparatory to the launching of a world spiritual crusade — such a continent has 
at last at this critical hour, this great turning-point in its fortunes, entered upon what may well 
be regarded as the opening phase of a great spiritual revival that bids fair to eclipse any period 
in its spiritual history. 

May the elected representatives of the National Bahá’í communities entrusted with the conduct 
of this momentous undertaking launched on the soil of this continent, aided by the Hands of 
the Cause and their  auxiliary  boards,  reinforced by the local  communities,  the groups and 
isolated  believers  sharing  in  this  massive  and  collective  enterprise,  and  supported  by  the 
subsidiary agencies to be appointed for its efficient prosecution, be graciously assisted by the 
Lord of Hosts to contribute, in the years immediately ahead, through their concerted efforts and 
collective achievements, in both the teaching and administrative spheres of Bahá’í activity, to 
the success of this glorious Crusade, and lend a tremendous impetus to the conversion, the 
reconciliation and the ultimate unification of  the divers  and conflicting peoples,  races  and 
classes dwelling within the borders of a travailing, a sorely-agitated and spiritually-famished 
continent. 

May all the privileged participators, enlisting under the banner of Bahá’u’lláh for the promotion 
of so pre-eminent and meritorious a Cause, be they from the Eastern or Western hemisphere, of 
either  sex,  white  or  coloured,  young or  old,  neophyte  or  veteran,  whether  serving in  their 
capacity as expounders of the teachings, or administrators, of His Faith, as settlers or itinerant 
teachers, distinguish themselves by such deeds of heroism as will rival, nay outshine, the feats 
accomplished nineteen hundred years ago by that little band of God-intoxicated disciples who, 
fearlessly  preaching the Gospel  of  a  newly-arisen Messiah,  contributed so  decisively  to  the 
illumination, the regeneration and the advancement of the entire European continent. 

Shoghi 

Letter of 22 July 1953 

Advise  Ferrabys  remain  England  more  meritorious.

Shoghi 
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Letter of 23 July 1953 

Approve substitution Lingala Luba Mbundo Tonga for Bua Wongo Luimbi Sena respectively.

Shoghi 

Letter of 23 August 1953 

Assure Vakíl prayers appreciation. (Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Cyprus.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 30 August 1953 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

Your letter of 5th August has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me 
to answer you on his behalf. 

The contributions made by the British Bahá’í community to the Shrine of the Báb Fund and to 
the Bahá’í International Fund are greatly appreciated. Receipts are enclosed herewith.5 

The beloved Guardian deeply values the unique and outstanding services of the Bahá’ís of the 
British Isles. Through their devotion and sacrifice, they are setting an example for posterity. 

He wishes me to assure you that he prays fervently for the spiritual confirmation of all of the 
friends of the British Isles; for their material and spiritual welfare, and that every obstacle may be 
removed from their paths of service, particularly during the Global Crusade. 

The Shrine of the Báb is rapidly nearing completion. Its beauty and splendour are difficult to 
portray. Certainly the Guardian very aptly described the octagon, the drum and the dome as the 
triple crowns on the Shrine of the Báb. Now that the glory and splendour of the golden dome is 
revealed by the removal of all of the scaffolding, it is truly a golden crown for the Shrine, and 
each time one looks at it, one becomes more and more impressed that it is a symbol of the 
manner in which the Bahá’ís of the world, led by the beloved Guardian, are crowning the Bahá’í 
activities of the past one hundred years by spreading the knowledge of the Glory of the Lord 
throughout the world. 

The Guardian sends his loving greetings to you all…. 

Letter of 31 August 1953 

Approve retain Yazdis Bennett6 Gung. Five thousand word pamphlet advisable inform America.

5. £600 on this occasion.  
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Shoghi 

Letter of 31 August 1953 

Assure Ljungberg deepest appreciation prayers. (Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Faroe Islands.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 6 September 1953 

Assure  Asg̱harzádih  loving  appreciation  fervent  prayers.  (Knight  of  Bahá’u’lláh  to  Channel 
Islands.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 8 September 1953 

Assure Baxter loving appreciation. (Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Channel Islands.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 11 September 1953 

Assure Dunning deepest loving appreciation. (Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Orkney Islands.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 22 September 1953 

Assure Hasselblatt deepest loving appreciation. (Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Shetland Islands.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 4 October 1953 

Advise take no risk owing possibility higher outlay. Urge search other places as near as possible.7 
Approve Hainsworth six months leave. 

Shoghi 

6. Miss  Irene  Bennett

Became a Bahá’í in Kenya in 1953 and has been in pioneering posts since that time. She has served in 
Portugal, Switzerland, Scotland, Kenya, Uganda (where she was an Auxiliary Board Member), Nigeria, and is 
presently (1980) in the Central African Republic.  

7. Refers to purchase of National Hazíratu’l-Quds, London.  
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Letter of 7 October 1953 

Assure Una loving prayers. (Una Townshend, Knight of Bahá’u’lláh to Malta.) 

Shoghi 

Letter of 10th October 1953 

Assure  Craney  loving  appreciation.  (Knight  of  Bahá’u’lláh  to  Hebrides.)

Shoghi 

Letter of 10 October 1953 

Advise  assist  Egypt  by  Pioneer  British  Somaliland.

Shoghi 

Letter of 16 October 1953 

Approve  S̱ homais  departure  Ethiopia.

Shoghi 

Letter of 16 October 1953 

Assure  Battah  loving  appreciation.

Shoghi 

Letter of 9 November 1953 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

In your recent News Letter the beloved Guardian noted some quotations from the pilgrims 
notes of …, and he wishes me to tell you that he feels it is wiser, in such official organs as our 
News Letters,  not to publish such notes as,  unfortunately,  they often contain errors.  He has 
recently had occasion to call the American N.S.A.’s attention to this too…. 

His loving thoughts and prayers are often with you all. 
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Letter of 21 November 1953 

Approve  substitution  languages  referred  letter  dated  November  thirteen  sending  second 
pioneer  has  no  greater  priority.  Regret  owing increasing expenses  unable  extend financial 
assistance  exercise  strict  economy.

Shoghi 

Letter of 29 November 1953 

Disapprove  circulation  statement  marriage  owing  general  principle  already  established.

Shoghi 

Letter of 12 January 1954 

Transmitting five hundred national fund sent through Langdon-Davies rug from Bahá’u’lláh’s 
shrine  and  photos  for  national  Hazírá  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 12 January 1954 (Teaching Conference) 

Deeply appreciate Noble sentiments dedication attendants conference. Ardently supplicating 
fulfilment  hopes  achievement  unprecedented  victories.  Deepest  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 9 March 1954 

Cable names languages already translated under ten year plan specify also which languages 
process  translation.

Shoghi 

Letter of 24 March 1954 

Advise send pioneers promptly British Togoland French Togoland French Cameroons. Orme 
square too expensive. Advise Townshends abandon plan Malta. Expenditure hundred pounds 
Somaliland  inadvisable.  Purchase  site  inside  Kampala  or  within  three  miles.
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Shoghi 

Letter of 7 April 1954 

Follow  lawyer’s  advice  regarding  temple  land  outside  Kampala.

Shoghi 

Letter of 13 April 1954 

Assure  prayers  Blackburn  Nottingham.

Shoghi 

Letter of 17 April 19548 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

At  the  instruction  of  our  beloved  Guardian,  I  am  forwarding  you  herewith  his  Convention 
Message. 

He wishes you to have it  read aloud to the assembled delegates,  and then published and 
circulated among the believers…. 

Letter of 20 April 19549 

Heartfelt  congratulations  great  victory.

Shoghi 

Letter of 21 April 195410 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

I am forwarding you herewith a copy of the Guardian’s Convention Message which was mailed 
you a short time ago. As there is a pilgrim leaving, he is taking the precaution of having this 
mailed in Europe. 

I hope it reaches you in time for the Convention…. 

8. ”

9. On report that all overseas territories opened and all home Assemblies assured.  

10. On report that all overseas territories opened and all home Assemblies assured.  
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Letter of 24 April 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has directed me to write you concerning the Island of Malta. He attaches 
great importance to this Island, and wishes your Assembly to see that the teaching work there 
progresses as rapidly and efficiently as possible. 

At the present time, it has again become virgin, according to our records. Do you know if Miss 
Townshend intends to return? If not, your Assembly should undertake to fill the post just as 
quickly as possible, with someone else. 

As you have become aware through the Guardian’s Convention Message, he is very happy with 
the result of the first year of the Ten-Year Crusade. He is hoping that the second year will witness 
even more glorious victories, and this time on the home front, as well as in foreign fields. 

He would appreciate a report of the plans for Malta, as soon as possible. In order to save him 
work, it is suggested it be sent to me. (Mr. L. Ioas) 

The Guardian sends you his loving greetings…. 

Letter of 25 April 1954 (Convention) 

Assure  assembled delegates  ardent  prayers  abundant  blessings  deliberations  proud recent 
achievements British Bahá’í community cherish great hopes future historic accomplishments 
deepest  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 29 April 1954 

Welcome  pledge  delegates  praying  success  attainment  goals.

Shoghi 

Letter of 3 May 1954 

European and Asian Committee 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

Your letter of the 9th of Nur, 110, was received by the beloved Guardian. 
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As he has been tremendously busy during this Holy Year — and indeed his work is increasing all 
the time — and there was nothing urgent that required an immediate reply — he has delayed in 
answering you until he had more time. 

He hopes that your committee will be able to gradually assist in the work allotted to the British 
National Spiritual Assembly during the Plan. 

The most important thing of course is to get the believers out into wholly virgin areas, and keep 
them there. So far, England has done nobly, and he is proud of their efforts. 

The Pacific area is also of great importance. If there is any possibility of British subjects going out 
to territories that are under the jurisdiction of other National Bodies, but difficult to get into, he 
feels  that  they  should  be  referred  to  the  committees  concerned,  or  the  National  Spiritual 
Assemblies  concerned,  because  of  the  importance  of  achieving  all  the  goals  of  the  Plan, 
regardless of which Assembly has certain goals under its immediate jurisdiction. 

He assures you he will pray for the success of your devoted labours, in the Holy Shrine. 

[From the Guardian:] 

May the Almighty bless your meritorious activities, guide and sustain you always, and enable you 
to lend a great impetus to the splendid work now being accomplished in Europe and in Asia. 

Your  true  brother,
Shoghi 

Letter of 6 May 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Your loving letter of April 30th has just come to hand, calling attention to the fact that Olga Mills, 
one of the pioneers in Malta, is serving there very actively. The beloved Guardian had been 
informed by someone that she had left. 

However, the intent of the letter of April 24th still remains — that no pioneer should leave their 
goal unless for very urgent reasons. In the case of Malta, this is a country which can only be 
settled by English Bahá’ís,  and therefore the Guardian feels it  of great importance that any 
pioneer who goes there should remain. It is hoped that it may be possible for Una Townshend to 
return in due course, to carry on her work there. 

The Guardian asks that you convey to Olga Mills his loving appreciation of her devoted services, 
and assure her of his prayers in her behalf. 

If Una Townshend finds it impossible to return to Malta, then the Guardian hopes you can send 
some other pioneer to that important post…. 
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Letter of 16 May 1954 

I am enclosing, at the instruction of our beloved Guardian, the original title-deed of one-quarter 
of an acre of land recently purchased near the resting-place of the Greatest Holy Leaf on Mount 
Carmel; and registered in the name of the Israel Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahá’ís of the British Isles. 

The cost of this property was six thousand dollars. 

He feels sure that the British Bahá’ís will  rejoice to know that they now have a part of the 
International Bahá’í Endowments in the name of their own special Israel Branch…. 

Letter of 4 June 1954 

British Africa Committee 

Dear Bahá’í Sister: 

The various letters of your committee dated June 8 and 25, July 6, August 13, September 23, 
October 8, November 25 and December 31, 1953, and January 27 (3), March 6 and 30 and April 20, 
1954, with their enclosures, have been received by the beloved Guardian and he has instructed 
me to answer you on his behalf. As he has been in constant cable communication with you 
during the past year, I will not go into many of the matters which have already been attended to. 

Of all the places in the world where the Bahá’í Faith exists and is spreading, the Guardian is 
definitely most pleased with Africa, and most proud of Uganda. He feels that the spirit shown by 
white and negro pioneers alike in that continent, presents a challenge to the Bahá’ís everywhere 
in the world, and that old and staid communities may well learn from, and emulate the example 
of, the believers of Africa, many of them scarcely a year old in the Cause of God! 

He feels that your committee and the British N.S.A. have every reason to be proud of the work 
you have accomplished, and grateful for the blessings you have received from on High. 

It has particularly rejoiced his heart to see the way almost every goal was attained at the last 
minute, before the end of the first year of the Ten Year Crusade, many of these goals through 
the immediate whole-hearted response of some of these new African Bahá’ís, themselves the 
spiritual children of other African Bahá’ís — young in the Faith, but old in their understanding of 
it. 

The main task, now that the back of the pioneer settlement work has been broken, so to speak, 
is the consolidation of these territories and the maintaining of the pioneers at their posts. He is 
constantly urging all National Assemblies to impress upon those who have gone forth to settle 
virgin territories, the importance of staying there, and of only abandoning their posts if they are 
forced to do so by the Government in question, and not for some other reason. The friends have 
had such difficulty in gaining access to some of these countries, — visas, housing, expenses have 
all been such a problem — that once they get there, they should really move heaven and earth 
to remain. 
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He is very happy that two of the Temple sites on the African continent have been purchased, 
and feels that this will  release a tremendous spiritual impetus. He hopes that the Egyptian 
Bahá’ís will soon decide on a site, and that will complete the chain for the time being. 

Concerning the various  questions  you have raised regarding literature  and translations,  he 
thinks that it is perhaps better to have a proper introductory pamphlet on the Faith translated 
into … and not give any wide publicity for the time being, than to spend money translating a 
lopsided presentation of the Teachings. However,  he believes that,  with sufficient effort and 
good judgment, a pamphlet could be gotten out that would neither stress too strongly the 
racial  teachings,  nor  minimise  them too  much,  and could  discreetly  be  used for  teaching 
purposes in… 

He has spoken very strongly to some of the pilgrims here about the teaching work in that 
country, and impressed upon them that the whole object of the pioneers in going forth to Africa, 
is to teach the coloured people, and not the white people. This does not mean that they must 
refuse to teach the white people, which would be a foolish attitude. It does, however, mean that 
they should constantly bear in mind that it is to the native African that they are now carrying the 
Message of Bahá’u’lláh, in his own country, and not to people from abroad who have migrated 
there permanently or temporarily and are a minority, and many of them, judging by their acts, a 
very unsavoury minority. 

He hopes that every effort will be made to get out a pamphlet in each of the languages chosen, 
or those that you have substituted for a chosen language. He fully realises that, in many cases, 
the people who speak the language are illiterate, and, strictly speaking, do not require a printed 
pamphlet  in  their  own  tongue.  He  considers  however  the  psychological  values  of  having 
something translated into their own language, the compliment implicit in it, so to speak, of 
great importance, sufficient to offset the time, effort and expense involved. 

He would like your committee to convey to all the pioneers, most particularly the negro ones, 
the expression of his deep admiration of the wonderful spirit that animates them, his feeling of 
affection for them, and the assurance of his ardent prayers for their success. 

Africa is truly awakening and finding herself, and she undoubtedly has a great message to give, 
and a great contribution to make to the advancement of world civilisation. To the degree to 
which her peoples accept Bahá’u’lláh, will they be blessed, strengthened and protected. 

He hopes that, whilst concentrating on the consolidation of the work under your jurisdiction, 
you will give every assistance within your power to the other National Assemblies who have 
difficult places to settle. The Portuguese and Spanish territories seem to be the hardest of all to 
gain access to. Any help your committee can give along this line would certainly be rendering a 
great service to the Cause. 

He deeply appreciates the work you have done, and your committee achievements, during the 
past year, and assures each and all of you of his loving prayers on your behalf…. 

[From the Guardian:] 
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Assuring you of  my loving and constant  prayers  for  the  success  of  the  efforts  you are  so 
devotedly exerting for the promotion of our beloved Faith and its institutions, 

Your  true  brother,
Shoghi 

Letter of 6 June 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has been greatly pleased with the reports he has received of the progress 
of  the  teaching  work  in  Oxford.  He  feels  the  friends  in  that  city  have  undertaken  their 
responsibility diligently and successfully. 

It is his feeling that the Faith should be firmly established in Cambridge, which is also one of the 
great centres of learning in the British Isles. He understands that Cambridge is a goal city of the 
Crusade,  and he feels  that  the time has now arrived for  the opening of  that  city  and the 
expansion of the teaching work there. 

He would appreciate a report from you as to the progress of the Faith in that important city. This 
report should be addressed to me, and I will inform him of its contents…. 

Letter of 11 June 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has directed me to write you in connection with the purchase of the 
Hazíratu’l-Quds for the city of London. The Guardian is very hopeful that your Assembly will be 
able to complete this important matter in the near future. 

In connection with the purchase of Hazíratu’l-Quds, under the Ten Year Crusade there are a total 
of 49 to be procured. 4 of them were procured during the first year of the Crusade. 

At the Guardian’s  direction,  I  have written the National  Assemblies involved,  calling for  the 
purchase of 17 Hazíratu’l-Quds of the 45, during this year. One of these 17 Hazíratu’l-Quds is the 
one in London. 

The Guardian attaches the greatest importance to the fulfilment of this aspect of the Ten Year 
Crusade; and sincerely hopes your Assembly will concentrate on the purchase of the Hazíratu’l-
Quds for London, so that it may be consummated as soon as possible…. 

Letter of 17 June 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

Your Assembly’s letters dated June 10 (2), 17, 22 and 26, July 3, 7, 8, 9 (2), 16 and 24, August 17, 19 (2) 
and 24, September 17, 21, 24 and 25, October 1,  8, 12, 22 and 28, November 13 (4) and 18 (2),  

28



December 10 (2), 12 and 23, 1953, and January 7, 20 (2), 21 and 22, February 17 (3), 19 (3), 21, 23 (2)  
and 25, March 1, 23, 24 and 25 (3), April 13 and 28, May 12, 21 and 25, June 1 (4) and 15, 1954, with 
enclosures, have been received by the beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer 
you on his behalf. 

He regrets very much the long delays in answering the National Spiritual Assemblies, but is 
finding it increasingly difficult to keep abreast of his work. He feels sometimes that he will soon 
be forced to give up correspondence with individuals, although he is reluctant to do so, because 
so many of the new believers brought in during the present teaching activities in Africa and 
other far goals are writing to him. However, he has attended to a great many of your questions 
by cable, and the visits of a number of English pilgrims have enabled him to send you messages 
and to keep the British community in contact with the work in the Holy Land. 

He greatly  appreciated the desire of  John and Dorothy Ferraby to go out as pioneers,  but 
considered that it  would weaken the work of  the National  Assembly altogether too much. 
Important as the pioneer field is, if all the most able workers go out, the campaigns carried on 
from  different  national  bases  will  become  absolutely  unwieldy  for  lack  of  adequate  able 
management. 

The expression of condolences which your Assembly conveyed to him at the time of the passing 
of Fred Schopflocher and Dorothy Baker, two dear and trusted Hands of the Cause who could ill 
be spared from their work at this time, touched him very much. Others must now arise, and 
through  their  services  seek  to  fill  the  gaps  which  such  valuable  workers  have  left  in  the 
vanguard of the Bahá’í host. 

He would like you to express to the British pioneers on the home front,  whose names you 
forwarded to him, his sincere thanks. Their arising to protect the goals which have been won by 
other pioneers at a cost of such sacrifice and effort was noble and highly meritorious. 

Speaking  of  pioneers,  he  was  very  pleased  to  hear  recently  that  Mrs.  S̱ homais  Afnán  had 
succeeded in  gaining entry  into  Ethiopia.  Her  perseverance  in  the  face  of  a  great  deal  of 
opposition is certainly exemplary. 

As he already cabled you, he did not approve of the statements you had prepared for circulation 
amongst the Assemblies regarding Bahá’í marriage. Some of the remarks were incorrect in the 
first place, and in the second place he is strongly against Statements! He wishes the friends to 
keep as elastic as possible in administering the affairs of the Faith, while at the same time 
adhering to fundamentals. He knows that at times this inconveniences the National Bodies and 
makes their work more detailed, but believes it to be the lesser, so to speak, of two evils. 

He was very sorry to learn that dear Mr. Townshend’s health is in such a precarious state, and 
necessitated  the  return  of  his  daughter  from  Malta.  His  devotion  is  so  single-hearted  and 
touching, and his determination to carry on at all costs is exemplary, and should inspire the 
young people to follow in his footsteps. 

When  compiling  the  list  of  African  languages  into  which  the  Bahá’í  Message  should  be 
translated, the Guardian realised that certain changes would probably be necessary — naturally 
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the fewer the better. In this connection, if you feel it advisable and not otherwise, he would like 
you to convey to Dr. Berry, of the African Department of the School of Oriental and African 
studies, his personal thanks for the valuable advice he has given your Assembly, and his friendly 
co-operation. You might also, at your discretion, extend his thanks to any other members of the 
Staff who have assisted you. 

He is very pleased that the Temple land has been bought in Kampala. Mr. and Mrs. Elston are 
visiting here at the present time; and he has told them he feels that at present the Temple land 
should merely be held in trust, and all meetings continue in the Hazíratu’l-Quds building. Should 
this eventually prove too small, enlarging one of the rooms to accommodate more of the people 
at the meetings might be considered as a possibility; but any work carried out must be of a very 
economical nature, and he does not think it is pressing at present, anyway. 

I need not tell you that the work in Africa, and more particularly in Uganda, is very dear to his 
heart. The progress made there during the last year has borne him up and encouraged him 
greatly when he was often weighed down with work. He feels that this country and its peoples, 
in the very heart of Africa, are a most precious trust. Their receptivity to the Teachings, their great 
desire to serve their new Faith, the number of them who have arisen to go out as pioneers, mark 
them as a people apart in the Bahá’í world, at least for the time being. May many others in 
neighbouring countries prove as worthy, and follow their example. 

In dealing with people who are still backward in relation to our civilised standards, and in many 
cases guided by a tribal system which has strong orders of its own, he feels that you should be 
both  tactful  and  forbearing.  There  is  no  specific  minimum  age  mentioned  in  the  Bahá’í 
teachings at which girls may marry. In the future, this and other questions unspecified will be 
dealt with by the International House of Justice. In the meantime, we must not be too strict in 
enforcing our opinions on peoples still living in primitive social orders. 

The difficulty of getting a Bahá’í into … has now been temporarily solved. The Guardian does not 
see why Bahá’ís should have to state to any Government that the reason for their visit to a 
country is for the purposes of teaching the Bahá’í Faith. Most of the time, though not perhaps 
invariably, this is calculated to arouse suspicion and opposition. One has to deal with cases as 
they arise. A blanket rule could never apply over so wide a field as that in which Bahá’í pioneers 
are working. 

Although the children of Bahá’í parents are considered to be Bahá’ís, there is no objection at the 
present time, for purposes of keeping a correct census, and also ascertaining whether the young 
people are, sincerely, believers, and willing to do their share in service to the Faith, to asking 
them to make a declaration of their intention at the age of fifteen or so. Originally, the Guardian 
understands,  this  was  adopted  in  America  to  enable  young  Bahá’í  men  to  make  certain 
arrangements  in  connection  with  their  application  for  non-combatant  status  upon  their 
attaining the age of military service. There is really nothing about it in the Teachings or in the 
Administration. Your Assembly is free to do as it pleases in this matter. 

Regarding the publication of a pamphlet on the Bahá’í  Teachings on Monarchy,  funds and 
circumstances permitting, the Guardian sees no objection to this whatsoever. It might appeal to 
a certain type of British mind very much, though he fears there are other minds to which it may 
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not appeal! However, considering Bahá’u’lláh has taught these things, there is no reason why we 
should not share them with those interested in the subject. 

He is very sorry that it has not been possible to purchase the National Hazíratu’l-Quds yet. In 
spite of the fact that he attaches great importance to this, he does not think that the cost should 
become exorbitant merely in order to accomplish a goal before a certain date. The Bahá’ís, not 
only in England, but all over the world, have embarked upon a Plan which will involve over a 
period of years a very heavy expenditure. Undoubtedly they will have to help each other; but 
they  will  scarcely  have the financial  strength to  help  each other  to  the tune of  extremely 
expensive buildings, Temple sites, etc., in different parts of the world. He has given instructions 
to Canada, Germany, Rome, etc., to cut down on the proposals they made to him, because the 
price of these things in different parts of the world, when added up, would be well beyond the 
means of the Faith to meet at present. He feels sure that, however painful and toilsome the 
process may be, you will eventually find a suitable spot in London, and one that your Assembly, 
with the help of the British believers and other possible contributions from outside as well, can 
afford. 

The remarkable achievements in the pioneer field, a field in which your own Assembly has been 
far from backward, are a source of great encouragement to all the believers as well as to him. 
The addition of one hundred countries during one year is certainly history-making. 

Now that the back of the foreign pioneering work has been broken, so to speak, a greater 
measure of attention must be paid to the home fronts. The consolidation work, though far less 
spectacular, constitutes a very weighty task, and will require a constant measure of sacrificial 
effort if the goals are to be fulfilled. He thinks that during the coming year greater attention 
should be paid to the home front, while at the same time maintaining the pioneer posts at their 
present standard, at least. 

The principle is, and it should be impressed on the minds of all pioneers, to hold their territory at 
any cost. Just because they have left their homes, and gone out and carried the Faith to one of 
these virgin areas, does not mean that the task is accomplished. On the contrary, nothing could 
be sadder than that these newly-won territories should be lost after a few months’ effort. He 
hopes that in your correspondence with the pioneers you will impress this fact upon them and 
make them realise that to be a “Knight of Bahá’u’lláh” is not only a very high and pleasant 
position, but involves a truly tremendous responsibility. To remain at one’s post, to undergo 
sacrifice and hardship, loneliness and, if necessary, persecution, in order to hold aloft the torch of 
Bahá’u’lláh, is the true function of every pioneer. 

Let them remember Marion Jack, who for over twenty years, in a country the language of which 
she never mastered; during war and bombardment; evacuation and poverty; and at length, 
serious illness, stuck to her post, and has now blessed the soil of the land she had chosen to 
serve  at  such  cost  with  her  precious  remains,  every  atom  of  which  was  dedicated  to 
Bahá’u’lláh.  Perhaps the friends are not aware that the Guardian, himself, during the war on 
more than one occasion urged her to seek safety in Switzerland rather than remain behind 
enemy lines and be entirely cut off. Lovingly she pleaded that he would not require her to leave 
her post, and he acquiesced to her request. Surely the standard of Marion Jack should be borne 
in mind by every pioneer! 
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Regarding your question about including the Tablet of the Virgin in a compilation of “Bahá’í 
Scriptures”  which  you  wish  to  publish  —  the  old  translation  is  very  poor  and  has  many 
inaccuracies. However, the Guardian has no time at all to retranslate it or correct it himself. 

He leaves  it  to  the discretion of  your  Assembly  as  to  whether  you wish to  include it  in  a 
compilation or not. 

I am returning to you the list you sent with suggested corrections in relation to the pamphlet 
your Assembly published last year — “The Bahá’í Faith 1844–1952, Information Statistical and 
Comparative”. The righthand column marked “Suggested”, he considers quite acceptable. The 
places where you have put question marks are correct, with very few exceptions which the 
Guardian  has  corrected,  in  the  column  marked  “As  Listed”,  with  the  exception  of  the 
transliteration of the name Shu‘á’u’lláh, (Number 12) which the Guardian has corrected. 

Assuring you of the Guardian’s loving prayers for the success of your devoted labours…. 

P.S. July 28th. Your letter of July 7th has likewise been received. 

[From the Guardian:] 

Dear and valued co-workers, 

The achievements of the members of the tenacious, the valiant and wide-awake British Bahá’í 
community, within the borders of their homeland and beyond its confines, in the course of the 
opening  year  of  the  Bahá’í  World  Crusade,  deserve  the  highest  commendation  and  have 
considerably heightened its prestige and deepened my own admiration for it as well as that of 
its sister communities in both Hemispheres. 

Called into being through the dispensations of a watchful Providence, in the middle of the 
memorable decade that witnessed the introduction of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh into the Western 
world; sharing with its sister community across the Channel the distinction of being the first to 
be quickened by the life-giving influences generated by the newly-established Covenant of 
Bahá’u’lláh in the Holy Land; the recipient of untold blessings showered upon it by the Centre of 
the Covenant in the days of its infancy; singled out among the newly-fledged communities in 
both Europe and the North American Continent through the twice repeated visits of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá to the shores of its homeland; fully equipped with the agencies of a divinely conceived 
Administrative Order, patiently and laboriously erected by its stalwart members in the years 
immediately following the setting of the Orb of that same Covenant; enriched by the experience 
derived from the successful prosecution of two successive nationwide Plans formulated by its 
national elected representatives, this community finds itself, on the morrow of the termination 
of the opening year of the afore-mentioned Crusade, simultaneously firmly rooted within the soil 
of its homeland and vigorously branching out on the first stage of its mission in foreign fields, 
and exhibiting, both at home and abroad, evidences of a development that bids fair to eclipse 
any of its collective achievements in the past five decades since its inception. 

In  both  the  teaching  and  administrative  spheres  of  its  ever-expanding,  swiftly  unfolding 
activities, whether in the heart and capital city of the Empire to which it belongs, or in the chief 
cities recently opened by its pioneering members in the territories comprising its island home, 
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or in the diversified and far-flung dependencies of the British Crown in the African Continent, 
this  virile,  forward  marching,  securely  established  community  has  amply  demonstrated  its 
capacity to be regarded as one of the chief strongholds of a divinely conceived Faith and one of 
the principal bastions sustaining the fabric of Bahá’u’lláh’s world-encompassing Order. 

Standing as it does on the threshold of the second phase of a Crusade with which its immediate 
destinies are inseparably linked, and to which it has voluntarily and enthusiastically pledged its 
combined  resources,  the  tasks  now  confronting  it  demand  a  degree  of  concentration, 
dedication, co-ordination, resourcefulness and perseverance hitherto unequalled in any period 
of its career. 

The prizes won in recent months, since the launching of the Ten Year Plan to which it stands 
committed, through the strenuous exertions and the shining example of its pioneers in the 
islands situated to the North, the West and the South of its homeland, as well as in the far away 
territories lying in the heart  of  the African Continent and situated on both its  eastern and 
western shores, must, however great the sacrifices involved, be preserved. The acquisition of the 
national Hazíratu’l-Quds in a centrally located area in a city that ranks as the chief metropolis of 
a vast Empire is yet another task of the utmost urgency and of the highest significance, the 
consummation of which should be considered as the chief objective and pre-eminent duty of 
this community’s elected national representatives, and one which is bound to exert, in the days 
immediately ahead, a far-reaching and pervasive influence on the growth and unfoldment of 
the Faith which it is their privilege to serve and promote. 

Of no less importance is the responsibility to reinforce the structure of the Administrative Order 
throughout the British Isles, and particularly in the newly opened territories of Scotland, Wales, 
Eire and Northern Ireland, through a rapid and unprecedented increase in the number of the 
avowed supporters of the Faith, and a multiplication of isolated centres, groups and assemblies 
that constitute the warp and woof of the fabric of its evolving Order. 

A no less urgent task, which will directly reinforce this fabric, and heighten the prestige of the 
Faith itself, and pave the way for the establishment of Bahá’í local endowments, is the prompt 
incorporation of firmly established local assemblies, a process which, as soon as it is initiated, 
must gather steady momentum throughout the length and breadth of the British Isles, and be 
ultimately reinforced by the incorporation of all local assemblies destined to be established in 
the virgin territories recently opened in the neighbourhood of the British Isles and in the African 
territories allotted to your Assembly under the provisions of the Ten Year Plan. 

Special  attention  should,  moreover,  be  paid  to  the  no  less  vital  duty  of  completing  the 
translation, the publication and the dissemination of Bahá’í literature in the languages assigned 
to  your  Assembly,  in  accordance  with  that  same  Plan,  an  achievement  which  will  greatly 
stimulate the work to be undertaken in the course of the future phases of this world spiritual 
Crusade as it unfolds itself in the African Continent. 

Whilst these highly meritorious enterprises are being assiduously carried on, the inescapable 
and sacred duty of consolidating the nine African territories and the two additional ones in 
Europe  and  Asia  must  be  adequately  discharged,  in  order  to  enable  the  British  Bahá’í 
community to bring to full fruition the noble mission entrusted so confidently to its care. 
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The tasks facing this community in the course of this second and future phases of a world-
encircling Crusade are admittedly vast, complex and challenging. The resources at the disposal 
of its doggedly persevering, wholly dedicated members are, alas, circumscribed and inadequate. 
The Mission, however, to which its Founder is calling it, is unspeakably glorious. Many and divers 
will,  no doubt, be the tests,  the setbacks and trials which teachers and administrators alike 
within the ranks of its members,  must necessarily experience. The times,  during which the 
opening phase of its Mission overseas is to yield its fairest fruit, are fraught with great peril. Both 
at home and in distant outposts of the Empire, the opposition which those responsible for its 
development  and  consolidation  will  encounter  from  those  in  authority,  whether  civil  or 
ecclesiastic,  will  progressively  hamper  their  efforts.  The  competition  from  its  own  sister 
communities, in various regions of the globe and in the course of the systematic prosecution of 
the same world-embracing task will, in the meantime, grow keener. 

Every ounce of energy its members can muster must unhesitatingly be expended to further the 
supreme end for which so sacred, so formidable and so momentous a Plan has been devised. 
With every sacrifice that is made, with every forward step that is taken along the toilsome and 
long road they are destined to tread,  with every victory dearly  and laboriously won by the 
champions, the representatives, the vanguard, the spokesmen, as well as the rank and file of this 
community, a measure of blessing from on high will undoubtedly be vouchsafed, in order to 
reinforce the exertions, cheer the hearts, and stimulate the march of all those enlisted in the 
service of so glorious a Cause. 

The hour is propitious for a concerted effort which in its scope and intensity will surpass any 
united action of which the British followers of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh have proved themselves 
capable in the past. 

That they may ascend from height to height, go forward from victory to victory, is the fervent 
prayer  of  one  who  has  invariably  followed  the  course  of  their  exploits  with  undiminished 
confidence and admiration, who has cherished the brightest hopes for the ultimate attainment 
of their Mission, and whose love and esteem for them has correspondingly increased with every 
revelation of the capacities and energies with which they have discharged, and are constantly 
discharging, their Mission. 

Your  true  brother,
Shoghi 

Letter of 21 June 1954 

Approve  Asg̱harzádeh  and  other  pioneers  islands  attend  summer  school….

Shoghi 

Letter of 23 June 1954 

Dear John: 
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Thank you for your letter of June 15th, with regard to Dar-es-Salaam. 

The Guardian attaches very great importance to the “incorporation” and “exemption” of any 
Assembly; likewise the acquirement of any endowments. 

Therefore,  if  you  have  not  already  sent  directly  to  the  Guardian  a  photostatic  copy  of  the 
Exemption granted the Dar-es-Salaam Assembly, I would like to suggest that one be sent to 
him through me. 

Likewise if anything constructive develops with regard to the burial ground at Dar-es-Salaam, 
please let me know as soon as possible…. 

Letter of 22 July 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Friends, 

…The Guardian has instructed me to write your Assembly, calling attention to the manner in 
which questions of teaching activities in new areas and consolidation areas assigned to any 
Assembly, are carried out. 

The  National  Spiritual  Assembly  is  the  Body  which  is  charged  with  the  administrative 
responsibility of the tasks of the Ten Year Crusade. Neither the Hands of the Cause nor their 
Boards have administrative responsibilities in connection with this work. 

The members of the Boards are to report to the Hands of the Cause in the area regarding all 
situations, and of course in detail concerning any problem, so that the National Assembly may 
take appropriate action. 

The  Hands  of  the  Cause  themselves  will  correspond  with  the  National  Spiritual  Assembly 
involved,  calling  their  attention  to  the  problem,  so  that  the  National  Assembly  may  take 
appropriate action. 

The Guardian has  instructed that  the Hands of  the Cause are  not  to  correspond with the 
committees  of  the  National  Spiritual  Assemblies,  but  directly  with  the  National  Spiritual 
Assemblies themselves. 

The beloved Guardian greatly values the outstanding work which your Assembly is doing. He 
will pray for your continued success. He sends you his loving greetings…. 

Letter of 29 July 1954 (Summer School Committee) 

Delighted  assure  attendants  loving  fervent  prayers.

Shoghi 
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Letter of 29 August 1954 

Substitute  fon  for  popo  committees  should  not  correspond  hands  without  exception.

Shoghi 

Letter of 16 October 195411 

Delighted  historic  achievement.

Shoghi 

Letter of 27 October 195412 

Follow  American  policy  regarding  assembly  status.  Use  proceeds  sale  house  for  Hazírá.

Shoghi 

Letter of 28 October 1954 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The content of your letter of October 15th was given to the beloved Guardian. 

He sincerely hopes the problems surrounding Mr. … have now been solved, as you seemed to 
think they have. 

He advises that Bahá’í pioneers should not become public charges under any circumstances; 
and the Assemblies concerned should see that this does not occur in the case of Mr. …. 

The beloved Guardian assures all the members of the National Assembly of his appreciation of 
their devoted services. He assures them of his prayers in their behalf, and sends them his loving 
greetings…. 

11. On signing of contract for Hazíratu’l-Quds, London.  

12. See letter 5 August 1955 for references to status of Assemblies with fewer than nine members, use of 
bequests and Freemasonry.  

36



Letter of 11 November 195413 

Disapprove  membership  freemasonry.

Letter of 16 December 1954 

Grieve passing staunch consecrated promoter Faith Langdon-Davies her services unforgettable 
reward  great  Abhá  Kingdom.

Shoghi 

Letter of 22 December 1954 

Publishing  Trust  should  not  have  separate  legal  status.  Any  Bahá’í  determined  retain 
membership  freemasonry  loses  voting  rights.

Shoghi 

Letter of 17 January 195514 

Share  joy  friends  supplicating  unprecedented  blessings.

Shoghi 

Letter of 20 February 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Co-workers: 

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to inquire of  your Assembly what the situation is 
surrounding the translation and publication of Bahá’í literature into the following languages: 

Erso
Gaelic 

These are not languages of the Ten Year Crusade, but languages which have been translated 
prior to the opening of the Ten Year Crusade. He is very anxious to know what the status is of 
these translations and publications. If no work has been done on them, he would urge that you 
have the work undertaken at an early date…. 

13. See letter 5 August 1955 for references to status of Assemblies with fewer than nine members, use os 
and Freemasonry.  

14. This was sent in reply to a cable from a meeting at 27 Rutland Gate, London, S.W.7, jointly to dedicate 
the new Hazíratu’l-Quds and to hold Teaching Conference.  
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Letter of 8 March 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian is  very anxious to secure as quickly as possible data concerning the 
Hazíratu’l-Quds which have been acquired in connection with the goals of the Ten Year Crusade. 
To this end, he would very greatly appreciate your sending me by return air mail the information 
concerning the Hazíratu’l-Quds in London. 

He would like to know the area of land involved, the size of the building, so far as number of 
rooms is concerned, the original purchase price of the Hazíratu’l-Quds,  the expenses of the 
transaction, and then the total cost. 

The Guardian asks that this be sent to me by return airmail…. 

Letter of 29 March 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

On April 21st we will enter the last year of the second phase of the Ten Year Crusade. As you 
know, one of the objectives of this second phase was the rapid multiplication of Assemblies, 
Groups and Centres throughout the world. 

During the past year,  a great deal has been accomplished by the friends in their efforts to 
disperse from the large centres of population in order to build up the goal cities and establish 
new centres. However, we have not accomplished a great deal in the way of increasing the 
number of Bahá’ís, nor the number of Spiritual Assemblies. 

The beloved Guardian sincerely hopes you will make it a point of major study and consideration 
on  the  part  of  your  Assembly,  so  that  the  entire  community  may  lend  itself  to  the 
accomplishment of this great goal during the coming year. Foundations must be laid for many 
more Assemblies. The friends must disperse from the large centres of population. Our teaching 
work must become so sanctified and penetrating that many, many souls will be confirmed. The 
friends should go forward on this great task in a very determined manner in order to establish as 
many new Assemblies during the coming year as are possible. 

In letters which have come to the beloved Guardian, he has noted the friends feel there is no 
need to establish new Assemblies until

The Ten Year Crusade ends in 1963; but as many of the goals should be won as quickly as 
possible. It should certainly be clear to all of the friends that we cannot hold off on winning the 
various goals of our tasks until the last year of the Crusade. They should be won just as quickly as 
possible. Furthermore, there are many tasks of the Crusade which the Guardian is not launching 
until preliminary goals have been won. For instance, it would be impossible to establish National 
Assemblies in all of the areas proposed until there are more Bahá’ís, more Groups and more 
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Assemblies  in  those  countries.  On  the  home  front,  further  tasks  are  dependent  upon  the 
winning of victories now. The Guardian hopes the keynote of the teaching work on the home 
front during the current year will be the dispersion of the friends on an unprecedented scale, 
and the winning of as many Assemblies as is possible…. 

Letter of 9 April 1955 

Urgently  appeal  high  minded  devoted  believers  British  Isles  exert  supreme  effort  fill  gaps 
assemblies  demonstrate  ability  maintain  standard  historic  achievements  fervently  praying 
success.

Shoghi 

Letter of 20 April 1955 

Dear John: 

In order not to keep the Assembly waiting for an answer, the beloved Guardian has instructed 
me to write you this letter in reply to yours of April 15th. 

The principle is wherever the Bahá’í laws at the present time conflict with the civil law of the 
country, the believers living in it must obey the civil law. 

The Bahá’ís in England, as regards divorce will consequently have to follow British law, and in 
conjunction with this, as far as possible, uphold the Bahá’í law of divorce as well. The way the 
details of this are to be worked out is left entirely to the discretion of your National Assembly…. 

Letter of 21 April 195515 

Delighted  loving  appreciation.  Regret  formation  Nicosia  assembly  impossible.

Shoghi 

Letter of 24 April 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has been greatly enthused the last few days with the reports that have 
been  received  of  new  Assemblies  established  in  virgin  areas.  Of  great  importance  and 
significance is the word that Spiritual Assemblies have been established in Mogadiscio, in Italian 
Somaliland and Djibouti  in  French Somaliland.  This  leaves  the only  Somaliland without  an 
Assembly as British Somaliland. The beloved Guardian would appreciate your Assembly giving 
consideration to this matter, to see if there is any way that a pioneer could go from England to 

15. On report that all Assemblies maintained; Nicosia had eight with ninth member en route to arrive 7 May. 
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British  Somaliland,  to  firmly  establish  the  Faith  there.  He  understands  fully  the  problems 
involved. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to Mr. Banání, Hand of the Cause, so that he might give 
consideration to the possibility of having some native Bahá’ís from Uganda move to British 
Somaliland, and either teach or settle there. 

The beloved Guardian assures your Assembly of his prayers on your behalf. He sends you his 
loving greetings…. 

Letter of 25 April 1955 (Convention) 

Deeply appreciate convention message. Appeal delegates urge all  communities British Isles 
concentrate  attention  energies  intensification  teaching  activities  multiplication  centres 
strengthening  allotted  newly-opened  territories  incorporation  assemblies  establishment 
national endowment praying fervently attainment objectives course second last year second 
phase  ten  year  plan.

Shoghi 

Letter of 28 April 1955 

Rejoice splendid initiative assembled representatives valiant British Bahá’í community ardently 
praying  fulfilment  fondest  hopes.

Shoghi 

Letter of 22 May 1955 

Consider  Cardiff  maintained.

Shoghi 

Letter of 2 June 1955 

Approve  publicising  world  protest  do  not  attack  government  approve  appeal  African 
communities.

Shoghi 
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Letter of 10 July 1955 

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to inform you that he feels the time has come for the 
British N.S.A. to follow the procedure laid down by him as a general rule, namely that Spiritual 
Assemblies  should  adhere  to  the  civil  limits  of  their  respective  towns.  All  other  National 
Assemblies are following this procedure and he feels yours should too. 

The events in Persia have, naturally, distressed him greatly, particularly anxiety for the safety of 
the Holy House in Shíráz. However, the publicity will do the Faith a great deal of good…. 

Letter of 26 July 1955 

Dear John: 

Just a line to inform you, and naturally through you the National Assembly, that the Beloved 
Guardian has instructed Varga to send you five hundred pounds for your National Fund, to be 
expended as the Assembly thinks best. 

Regarding … legacy he wishes your Assembly to hold this sum in trust for him until he gives 
directions for its use. 

The beloved Guardian is most anxious that the representations to be made to UNO regarding 
the bitter and cruel persecutions in Persia at present should meet with success. I do hope all 
goes well…. 

Letter of 5 August 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

Your letters of July 7, 13 and 15, August 19, 20 (three) and 31, September 17 (two) and 27, October 
13, 16 (two) and 26, November 4, 15, 16 and 20, and December 8 (four) and 18, 1954, and January 6 
(two), 10 and 25, February 7, 11, 14, 21 and 28, March 11 (two), 16 and 23, April 4, 7, 15, 19, 22 and 27,  
May 9, 12 and 27, June 8 and 9, July 5 (four), 11 and 14, 1955, with enclosures, also the material sent 
separately, have been received by the beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer 
you on his behalf. 

The matters taken up by cable I will not go into again here in detail. 

It has been a great source of satisfaction to him to receive here last winter two members of the 
National Body, Mr. and Mrs. John Ferraby, as well as more than one believer from England. The 
contact with the British Bahá’ís always pleases him greatly. As you know, he admires many of 
the staunch British qualities very much, and is proud of the accomplishments of this community 
during recent years. 

He has been pleased over the progress made in the teaching field abroad and at home; in the 
publication of  Bahá’í  literature in African languages;  and,  above all,  by the purchase of  the 
National Headquarters in London, and the formal dedication of the building, recently held. He 
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feels sure that, now that the National Assembly has a befitting seat for its national affairs — a 
building which at  the same time will  solve the problem of  the London Spiritual  Assembly, 
through giving them a meeting-place — the work in both London and throughout the country 
will receive a new impetus. With every important step forward there is a new release of spiritual 
energy;  and  the  founding  of  the  National  Hazíratu’l-Quds  is  certainly  a  most  important 
milestone in the progress of the Cause in the British Isles. 

As regards various questions raised in your correspondence with him, he sees no reason why the 
Publishing Trust should have a separate legal status, as long as it is not essential for it to do so. 

He approves of returning to Ronga as one of the languages into which Bahá’í literature should 
be translated, according to the provisions of the Ten Year Plan, and giving up Shangaan. 

He would like very much to receive photostats of the actual Certificates of Incorporation issued 
to  the London and Manchester  and Liverpool  Assemblies,  to  be placed in  the Mansion of 
Bahá’u’lláh. 

He does not  think your  Assembly  need take any action about  removing archives  or  other 
material from London. If,  at a future date, the world situation reaches the point where it is 
obvious that things in London are in great danger, then your Assembly should consider the 
matter. Fortunately, that is not the case at present. 

Any monies received from the sale of the property bequeathed by Mrs. B … can be used by your 
Assembly as it sees fit. 

As he already pointed out to the Secretary, when he was in Haifa, a National Endowment is at 
the present time to be considered more in the nature of a token endowment. It need not be in 
the capital, and can represent a very small investment; indeed as little as one thousand dollars, if 
a suitable piece of property for that price should be found, would be acceptable. 

He was very sorry to hear of the tragic death of Mrs. Langdon-Davies. She was a capable, staunch 
and devoted member of the community and of the National Assembly as well; and her services 
will be missed by her co-workers, and particularly the friends in Oxford. He prays for the progress 
of her soul in the Abhá Kingdom, and that she may be rewarded for her labours in this world, 
performed with so much zeal and steadfastness. 

He hopes that Mr. John Mitchell’s condition has improved. He was very sorry indeed to hear that 
he had been forced to leave Malta.  Please assure him of the Guardian’s loving and fervent 
prayers on his behalf. 

As regards the question of Bahá’ís belonging to churches, synagogues, Freemasonry, etc., the 
friends must realise that now that the Faith is over a hundred years old, and its own institutions 
arising, so to speak, rapidly above-ground, the distinctions are becoming ever sharper, and the 
necessity for them to support whole-heartedly their own institutions and cut themselves off 
entirely from those of the past, is now clearer than ever before. The eyes of the people of the 
world are beginning to be focussed on us; and, as humanity’s plight goes from bad to worse, we 
will  be watched ever more intently by non-Bahá’ís,  to see whether we do uphold our own 
institutions whole-heartedly; whether we are the people of the new creation or not; whether we 
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live up to our beliefs, principles and laws in deed as well as word. We cannot be too careful. We 
cannot be too exemplary. 

There is another aspect to this question which the friends should seriously ponder, and that is 
that, whereas organisations such as Freemasonry may have been in the past entirely free from 
any political taint, in the state of flux the world is in at present, and the extraordinary way in 
which things become corrupted and tainted by political thought and influences, there is no 
guarantee  that  such  an  association  might  not  gradually  or  suddenly  become  a  political 
instrument. The less Bahá’ís have to do, therefore, with such things, the better. 

He wishes you to thank … on his behalf for the spirit of devotion to the Faith which he has shown 
in connection with this matter. He feels sure that he will see the necessity to sever himself from 
his previous association with Freemasonry. The older Bahá’ís, through their example in such 
matters,  form rallying points around which the younger Bahá’ís,  not so steady yet on their 
spiritual legs, so to speak, can cluster. 

If you send him five copies of everything published in the British Isles, it will be sufficient for the 
libraries here at the World Centre…. 

The Africa Committee should carefully consider such problems as that of the Negro pioneers 
being too long apart from their wives; and, if no other solution is feasible, the pioneer will have to 
return to his family. In the case of some of the very distinguished servants of the Faith who have 
arisen and gone forth from Uganda to pioneer, this would indeed be a loss to the work. If their  
wives  could  go  and  join  them,  it  would  naturally  be  preferable.  This  is  a  matter  for  the 
committee in consultation with your Assembly and the Hand of the Cause, Músá Banání, to 
decide. 

Undoubtedly the most important task facing the British community at the present time, is to 
increase its membership. It has performed miracles during the past ten years, through shifting 
around  devoted  volunteers  from  one  centre  to  another,  in  order  to  maintain  or  to  create 
Spiritual Assemblies; but, efficacious as this has been in the past, it is certainly not a permanent 
solution to the problem. The only solution is to bring in more Bahá’ís.  This requires patient, 
prayerful, ceaseless efforts on the part of, not only the Bahá’í teachers and pioneers, but every 
single member of the community. The British people are traditionally slow to move. Fortunately, 
once they do move, it’s almost impossible to stop them; but to overcome the inertia requires 
great effort. In bringing new people into the Faith, the friends always come up against this 
problem. He urges all the Bahá’ís, however, not to become discouraged, but to persevere and 
redouble their efforts, knowing that they can and must succeed in the end. He, on his part, will  
reinforce their efforts with his prayers in the Holy Shrines…. 

As regards your question about depleted Assemblies, as there is nothing in the constitution of 
the National Spiritual Assembly covering these matters, every National Body is free to make its 
own decision as to what the status of an Assembly is from one annual election to the next, if they 
fall below nine for any reason. 

As regards certain matters raised in your recent letters: 
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Your Assembly is free to choose the place for the endowment for the East and Central N.S.A. if  
you feel Uganda inadvisable. 

The delegates reaching the Conventions in Africa is a matter for each N.S.A., from whose area of 
jurisdiction they are elected, to arrange and provide financial help if needed. 

A prisoner, showing sincere faith in the Cause, may be accepted as a Bahá’í on the same basis of 
investigating his qualifications as to belief as any other individual outside prison. Each case 
should be carefully considered on its own merits. Naturally, a person in confinement cannot be 
active in any community and administrative work. When he gets out, he becomes part of the 
community in which he resides. No new ruling is required in this matter. All other details in 
relation to prisoners can be decided by the N.S.A. concerned as they arise. 

The Guardian feels that, though it is naturally preferable, it is not essential for consolidation 
territories to have a group by Riḍván, 1956…. 

[From the Guardian:] 

Dear and valued co-workers, 

The contribution made, since the inception of the world-wide Bahá’í Crusade, severally as well as 
collectively,  by  the  assiduously  striving,  clear-visioned,  inflexibly  resolved,  and  unswervingly 
faithful members of the British Bahá’í community to the progress and development of the Ten 
Year Plan, inaugurated on the morrow of the centenary celebration of the birth of Bahá’u’lláh’s 
Mission, has been such as to excite the heartfelt admiration of their fellow-workers in every 
continent of the globe. The prestige of this valiant community has soared rapidly, its annals have 
been notably enriched, the foundations on which its fortunes now rest have been considerably 
reinforced,  whilst  the  variety  and solidity  of  its  administrative  achievements  have  won the 
unstinted praise of its sister communities in both the East and the West. My own feelings of 
unqualified admiration for the tenacity of the faith of its members, for their unrelaxing vigilance, 
their unfailing sense of responsibility and their willingness to sacrifice in order to meet any 
challenges that confront them, have deepened with every advance they have made, and every 
victory they have won along the path leading them towards the fulfilment of their destiny. 

The historic triumph achieved as a result of the successful prosecution of the Six Year Plan, 
spontaneously  embarked  upon  by  this  numerically  small  yet  richly  endowed,  spiritually 
resourceful community, on the morrow of the hundredth anniversary of the founding of the 
Faith of Bahá’u’lláh, followed immediately by the initiation of a Two Year Plan which marked the 
inauguration of this community’s Mission beyond the confines of its homeland, culminated in 
the formal association of its members with their brethren in every continent of the globe for the 
launching and prosecution of a decade-long world-embracing crusade, destined to carry that 
same community through yet another stage, of the utmost significance, in the fulfilment of its 
world-wide and glorious mission among the widely scattered territories of the British Crown in 
no less than three continents of the globe. 

The extension and consolidation, in the course of more than a decade, of the administrative 
base established so painstakingly for the prosecution of this community’s far-flung mission, 
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through  the  formation  and  multiplication  of  isolated  centres,  groups  and  local  assemblies 
throughout the length and breadth of England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Eire; the 
opening of the virgin islands lying in the neighbourhood of these territories and forming a part 
of  the  British  Isles,  constituting  a  most  welcome  and  much  needed  reinforcement  of  the 
Administrative Structure raised so valiantly and patiently by its members in their island home; 
the magnificent success surpassing, in its quality and scope, the fondest expectations of the 
elected representatives of this community, which attended the spiritual conquest of a number 
of African territories, situated along the Western and Eastern shores of that continent and its 
very heart; the settlement of pioneers in two Mediterranean islands; the selection and purchase 
of a befitting national administrative headquarters situated close to the heart of the capital city 
of the British Empire; the acquisition of a plot in the outskirts of the capital city of Uganda, 
situated in the heart of the African continent, to serve as the site for a future Bahá’í House of 
Worship; the rapid advancement in the translation and publication of Bahá’í literature in the 
thirty-one  African  languages,  allotted,  under  the  Ten  Year  Plan  to  the  elected  national 
representatives  of  this  same  community;  the  steady  progress  made  more  recently  in  the 
incorporation of firmly established local assemblies; the formation of the Israel Branch of the 
British National Assembly at the world centre of the Faith in Israel — these stand out as the most 
prominent  and  significant  evidences  of  the  uninterrupted  development  of  the  Faith  of 
Bahá’u’lláh under the wise leadership, and through the assiduous and incessant exertions, of the 
elected national representatives of this virile community. 

The year that has recently opened, constituting the second and last year of the second phase of 
a  Ten-Year  global  crusade,  must  witness a  development and consolidation of  the activities 
already initiated, in both the teaching and administrative spheres of Bahá’í endeavour, as swift 
and as notable as the progress already achieved in recent years.  Time is  indeed short.  The 
responsibilities shouldered by the members of this community are manifold, pressing, sacred 
and inescapable. The eyes of the entire Bahá’í world are upon them, eager and expectant to 
witness  feats  as  superb  as  those  that  have  marked  the  birth  and  establishment  of  the 
Administrative Order of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh in the British Isles, and exploits as meritorious 
and significant as those that have accompanied the inception and progress of the mission 
entrusted to His British followers, on the morrow of the emergence of that Administrative Order 
in their homeland. 

The process aiming at the rapid increase in the number of the avowed and active supporters of 
the  Faith  must  continue  unabated  in  the  months  immediately  ahead.  A  simultaneous 
multiplication in the number of isolated centres, groups and local assemblies must be ensured 
in order to reinforce the agencies on which the rising administrative structure of the Faith must 
ultimately rest. The process of incorporation must likewise be strenuously stimulated for the 
purpose of strengthening legally, and enhancing the prestige of, these rising institutions. The 
newly opened territories forming part of the British Isles, situated in the Mediterranean, in the 
Atlantic Ocean, along the western and eastern coasts of Africa, and in its very heart, must be 
continually reinforced, and the prizes won in those distant fields safeguarded, however great the 
sacrifice involved. The establishment of national Bahá’í endowments in the British Isles is yet 
another task which, ere the termination of the current year, must be accomplished, as a prelude 
to the establishment of a similar endowment in the continent of Africa following the emergence 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Central and East Africa. 
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Above all, the most careful consideration should be given to the measures required to ensure 
the emergence of the afore-mentioned National Assembly in the heart of the African continent, 
marking the culmination of the efforts so diligently exerted, and the fruition of the enterprises so 
painstakingly  inaugurated,  since  the  formation  of  the  Two  Year  Plan  by  the  British  Bahá’í 
community. 

The emergence of this institution, signalising the erection of yet another pillar of the Universal 
House of Justice in the African continent, and constituting the first fruit, yielded on foreign soil, 
of the Mission entrusted to the British followers of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh, and which may be 
hailed as  a  worthy counterpart  of  the central  Administrative Institution established,  on the 
morrow of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Passing, in the heart of the British Isles, will be acclaimed by posterity 
as a milestone of far-reaching significance in British Bahá’í history. It will proclaim to the entire 
Bahá’í world the maturity of the swiftly rising, highly promising, steadily consolidating British 
Bahá’í community. Every British follower of the Faith, whether in his home islands or overseas, 
must  feel  proud  and  deeply  grateful  for  the  impending  consummation  of  so  superb  and 
momentous a victory. Every energy must be lent to ensure a befitting celebration of such an 
enduring and magnificent achievement. 

The efforts of the members of this community must indeed be redoubled, nay trebled, as they 
view with afflicted hearts the tragic trend of events transpiring with such dramatic and sudden 
swiftness in Bahá’u’lláh’s native land. The tribulations suffered, over so wide a field, by so many of 
their co-religionists,  under circumstances so appalling and harrowing in their nature, at the 
hands  of  redoubtable,  pitiless,  barbarous  adversaries,  should  spur  them  on  to  still  greater 
endeavours  in  a  land  blessed  with  freedom  of  religion  and  tolerance,  and  occupying  so 
conspicuous a position among its sister nations. 

Theirs is an opportunity which they must instantly grasp. Theirs is a responsibility which they 
cannot escape. Theirs is the duty to offset, by the quality of their achievements, the dire losses 
which are now being sustained in the cradle of the Faith. That they may in every field and at all 
times discharge their heavy responsibilities is my constant prayer and dearest hope. 

Shoghi 

Letter of 22 August 1955 

Dear John, 

I am writing you this at the instruction of the beloved Guardian. 

As you will have no doubt seen by his recent cable, he has come to the historic decision to build 
a Temple in Africa, in Kampala. He has been in communication with Mr. Banání about this, and 
from reports received it appears there will be no objections. The land must be surveyed (this is 
being  done),  and  design  of  the  building  submitted  so  as  to  meet  health  and  building 
requirements. 
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The Guardian wishes your Assembly to please get busy at once and have a design, or designs, 
made for the building; it is not necessary to try in any way to copy the Wilmette Temple: the 
things that are essential are the following: 

1. A nine-sided building.

1. A dome, in proportion to the building.

1. A seating capacity between 300 and 500; you could count floor space at 300 or 400 and 
provide a balcony around the auditorium for expansion in seating capacity.

1. No “chapels” or small rooms should be added; this was a misapprehension held in the old 
days.

As to materials your Assembly and architect can go into that, but brick or cement would be all 
right. Stone would seem to be out of the question. 

It should not be too expensive or pretentious, but dignified and worthy. 

There is no reason why the architect should be a Bahá’í — in fact your use of someone there 
would get it done faster, probably. The imperative thing is to send preliminary drawings to the 
Guardian within two months, if possible. 

The terrible situation in Persia makes him most anxious to have this project go forward speedily. 
He feels funds will not be too much of a problem if great costs are not involved. 

He sends you and all N.S.A. members his loving greetings…. 

Letter of 30 August 1955 

The beloved Guardian has received the clippings from English newspapers and read them with 
keen  interest;  he  attached  much  importance  to  such  publicity  in  journals  of  such  high 
standing…. 

Regarding your questions — 

It is permissible to use selections from the “Promulgation of Universal Peace” in compilations. 

Better omit the prayer of the Báb you mentioned. 

The Guardian does not feel the present status of London, regarding its assembly, should be 
changed. Other cities should have their assemblies based, as usual,  and already adopted in 
other countries, on the civil limits of the city in question…. 

Letter of 6 September 1955 

Kindly  expedite  preparation  plans  Kampala  Temple  important.
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Shoghi 

Letter of 6 September 1955 (Summer School) 

Delighted  great  success.  Deeply  appreciate  resolve  loving  prayers.

Shoghi 

Letter of 20 September 1955 

Dear John: 

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to write and inform your Assembly of the following: 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Central and East Africa should be elected by 76 delegates, 
which  is  four  times  nineteen.  This  number  should  be  apportioned  amongst  the  spiritual 
assemblies  within  the  countries  the  future  N.S.A.  will  represent.  He  leaves  an  equitable 
distribution of the number of delegates to the Assemblies, to your Assembly to decide. 

The British N.S.A. certainly has its work cut out for it in the near future, what with this historic 
convention in the offing and a Temple to be built!… 

Letter of 4 October 1955 

Leave  matters  regarding  assemblies  letter  September  23  discretion  your  assembly.

Shoghi 

Letter of 28 October 1955 

Cable  whether  translation  Erse  Gaelic  started.

Shoghi 

Letter of 4 November 1955 

Disapprove  change  Temple  site.

Shoghi 
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Letter of 11 November 1955 

Approve  approach  janner  emphasise  occupation  Ṭihrán  Hazírá  by  military.

Shoghi 

Letter of 18 November 1955 

The drawings for  the Temple in Kampala have reached the beloved Guardian,  and he has 
instructed me to answer you on his behalf regarding their suitability. 

Frankly, he was very discouraged by these drawings, as he feels that such an ultra-modern style 
is wholly unsuitable for a Bahá’í Temple…. It seems to him that the modern influence is now so 
strong and widespread that it is out of the question to get a discreet and dignified building 
designed for our purposes. 

…He is sorry to disappoint your Assembly, and regrets the time, trouble and expense which has 
been involved in finding a design. 

As he cabled your Assembly he also feels  that  to seek a new Temple site  is  unwise;  from 
descriptions received at the time of its purchase it seems satisfactory, and there is enough land 
around it for possible expansion in the future…. 

He feels therefore that until your hear from him you (had) better take no further steps as regards 
a design for Kampala. 

Letter of 8 December 195516 

Cable  number  localities  British  Isles  where  Bahá’ís  reside  airmail  list.

Shoghi 

Letter of 13 December 1955 

Dear John: 

This is just a note on behalf of the beloved Guardian to answer the point raised in one of your 
recent letters. 

You say that in Irish, the word “Báb” is not appropriate to be used; and as the word “Gate” is not 
as nice in translation in any language, he suggests that in place of the word “Báb”, you use 
“Herald”…. 

16. ”
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P.S. The Guardian approves your sending “Advice to Bahá’ís in British Colonies” to other N.S.A.’s, 
but feels it is not necessary to send a copy to the Colonial Office itself. He feels teaching work in 
Uganda should now be concentrated on consolidation, primarily. 

The Guardian’s decision regard Mr. … design is final; it is too extreme for any modification to 
render it possible as a temple…. 

Letter of 14 December 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Your loving letter of December 1st has been received. 

The Guardian attaches the utmost importance to the development of the Faith in the Pacific 
Islands. Wherever an opportunity opens for expansion of the work in one of the Islands, he feels 
that opportunity should be seized and exploited to the fullest extent. Thus, if it is possible for 
anyone to proceed to the Solomon Islands to assist the Blums there, it would be very, very 
helpful. 

As the Guardian understands the situation, the Blums have not left the Solomon Islands, but are 
expanding their business and service. Thus the work which Mr. Blum previously engaged in, of 
driving a taxi, is now open to someone else; and therefore the pioneer to go to the Solomons 
would find a position waiting for him. 

The Guardian understands that the Blums are very well thought of and respected throughout 
the Solomon Islands. 

I am sending a copy of this correspondence to the Persian N.S.A., and encouraging them to send 
pioneers to the Solomon Islands. You may wish to also correspond with them…. 

Letter of 15 December 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has directed me to write you in connection with the translation of Bahá’í 
literature into languages as called for by the Ten Year Crusade. 

31 languages have been assigned to your Assembly; and of these, 24 translations have been 
made or are under way. The Guardian feels this is a very fine record, and one of which you may 
be proud. 

At the same time he feels special effort should be made to complete the translations. He has no 
record of translations of 7 languages. Will you please send me a letter for him, indicating what 
the status of each of these languages is…. 
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Letter of 16 December 1955 

Dear Bahá’í Friends: 

The beloved Guardian has directed me to write you in connection with the purchase of an 
endowment for East Africa. 

As you know, a contribution has been made by the Hand of the Cause, Mrs. Amelia E. Collins, of 
One Thousand Dollars for the purchase of the endowment for Kampala. The Guardian feels a 
small piece of property which can be bought for this One Thousand Dollars should be procured 
at once, so that this goal of the Ten Year Crusade can be concluded. He feels that you should at 
once buy a small plot of land in Uganda, at a cost of approximately One Thousand Dollars. The 
American N.S.A. will remit the funds as you direct. 

Will you please let me know just what can be done in connection with this project? 

The Guardian sends the members of the National Assembly his loving greetings, and assures 
them of his prayers in their behalf…. 

Letter of 1 January 195617 

Grieved  news  assure  John  dearest  love  fervent  prayers.

Shoghi 

Letter of 4 January 1956 

Disregard Persian statement regarding divorce.  Assembly’s  understanding regarding strikes 
correct.

Shoghi 

Letter of 18 January 1956 

Deeply appreciate message conference welcome new determination befittingly respond fresh 
challenge  praying  mighty  victories.

Shoghi 

17. Refers to Dr. John Mitchell.  
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Letter of 26 March 1956 

Appeal  highminded vigilant  staunch upholders  faith  Bahá’u’lláh  scattered hundred centres 
British Isles arise this crucial hour exert supreme effort concluding month second phase world 
crusade meet urgent needs homefront valiantly defend hard won prizes ensure preservation 
pivotal centre. Confident his dearly beloved highly admired British followers will refuse allow any 
setback consolidation work their homeland tarnish splendid record pioneer services achieved 
territories African continent praying whole hearted Universal immediate response pledging five 
hundred  pounds  meritorious  purpose.

Shoghi 

Letter of 5 April 1956 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Attached is a copy of a dispatch issued by Reuters in December, giving the conclusions of the 
persecutions in Persia. 

The Guardian considers this a very fine statement, and urges you to have it given as widespread 
publicity as possible. 

Dorothy Wigington18 will have a copy, and she should be given the opportunity to read this at 
the British National Convention. 

The Guardian would appreciate your sending copies of any publicity received on this important 
statement…. 

Letter of 6 April 1956 

Dear John: 

Enclosed please find the Guardian’s long message to all the Conventions, to be shared with the 
friends and delegates at the National Convention soon to be held. 

He hopes that it will be stimulating to the pioneer work at home and abroad…. 

Letter of 10 April 1956 

Balyuzi’s presence essential19 utmost effort necessary if absolutely impossible substitute John. 

Shoghi 

18. 1.
 

19. As convening Chairman, Kampala Convention.  
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Letter of 27 April 195620 

Grieved  passing  consecrated  pioneer  faith  Long  record  services  highly  meritorious 
unforgettable  praying  progress  soul  Abhá  Kingdom.

Shoghi 

Letter of 29 April 1956 

Assure  fervent  prayers  heartfelt  congratulations  great  victories  Africa  urge  redouble  efforts 
home  front  deepest  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 2 May 1956 

Welcome resolve meet challenges loving fervent prayers offered success dearly loved valiant 
community.

Shoghi 

Letter of 10 May 1956 

Suggested dispensation letter may fourth not possible.21 

Shoghi 

Letter of 26 June 1956 

Regional  assembly  responsible  for  Temple.

Shoghi 

Letter of 11 July 1956 

Dear John, 

As a number of questions raised in your communications addressed to the beloved Guardian 
have been answered by cable or through the Assistant Secretary, I will not go into these matters 

20. Ḍíya’u’lláh Asg̱harzádih.  

21. For allocation of delegates to Assemblies lapsing after civic limits rule imposed.  
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here, but merely acknowledge on his behalf receipt of the letters from your National Body, 
together with their enclosures and material sent under separate cover which were dated as 
follows: July 22, August 8, 9, 11 (two), 12 (two), and 18, September 7, 9, 10, 23 (three), 26 and 28, 
October 7 (two), 13 (two), 25, 26, 28 (two), and 29, November 3, 4, 9, 21 (two), 24 and 30, December 
1, 2, 9 (three), 19 and 29 (two), 1955, and January 6, 10, 17, 23, 27, and 30 (two), February 10, 16, and 
27, March 8, 9, 19, and 29, April 2, 10, 13, 16, 17, and 26, May 4, 14, 16, 31, and June 13, 19, 22, and 29,

He appreciated receiving copies of the Diary which your Assembly forwarded to him, and which 
is invariably gotten out efficiently and in a pleasing manner. He thinks the five copies you sent 
will be sufficient. 

The  generous  spirit  in  which  the  British  Bahá’ís,  hard-pressed  as  they  are  to  meet  the 
requirements of the work in Great Britain, responded to the needs of their persecuted brethren 
in Persia,  deeply touched him. These evidences of Bahá’í  sacrifice and solidarity cannot but 
nourish the very roots of the Faith and strengthen its institutions. 

As he advised you by cable, he felt it unwise to seek to clarify the relationship of the Bahá’ís to 
the advertised holding of Ahmad Sohrab’s conference in Jerusalem. Having a very shrewd eye to 
his own advantage, it has become obvious that one of the means by which he hopes to promote 
interest in his conference is to arouse active opposition from the Bahá’ís and create a source of 
discussion in the press. In view of this, the Guardian has been very careful to have the friends 
avoid rising to this bait.  They should, in their personal contacts with people, and in a quiet 
manner, point out when occasion arises that the Caravan activities have nothing whatsoever to 
do with the Bahá’í Faith and are indeed unfriendly to it. Whatever he does cannot but end in 
failure, because he has cut himself off entirely from the living tree of the Faith and is wholly 
insincere in his motives. 

In spite of the fact that Mr. … has been expelled from Gilbert and Ellice Islands, the remarkable 
progress of the Faith there has been a source of great satisfaction. It shows that a spiritual 
receptivity, a purity of heart and uprightness of character exists potentially amongst many of the 
peoples of the Pacific Isles to an extent equal to that of the tribesmen of Africa. It is indeed an 
encouraging and awe-inspiring sight to witness the spread of our beloved Faith amongst those 
whom civilised nations misguidedly term “savages”, “primitive peoples” and “uncivilised nations”. 
He hopes that your Assembly will do all in its power to ensure that Mrs. … remains in the Islands. 
Although for some period at least this may entail separation from her husband, he believes that 
these two dedicated and exemplary pioneers will be willing to accept this sacrifice in view of the 
extraordinary work they have accomplished and are accomplishing. The community there must 
not be abandoned, particularly by its “mother”,  so to speak. It must be well and profoundly 
grounded in the Faith before such a risky step can be taken. He hopes that you will deal most 
wisely and co-operatively with the Colonial Office officials in this matter and any others that may 
arise. Their esteem, their good-will, and their co-operation are practically indispensable for the 
future work in many islands throughout the Pacific area, and nothing but the frustration of our 
objectives can be gained through alienating them in any way. This should be impressed upon 
the pioneers and the local Bahá’ís as well. 
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The beloved Guardian regrets very much the entire situation in which the dear Hand of the 
Cause, Mr. Townshend, finds himself. He is much loved, and his services have been of a unique 
nature in providing the Faith with so many excellent books, the latest of which the Guardian 
hopes will soon be ready for publication…. 

The persecution of the Faith last year in Persia, although no doubt a great trial to the Persian 
believers, can be regarded in no other light than as a triumph. The designs of the traditional 
enemies of the Faith, the mulláhs, have been entirely frustrated. The Government has been 
forced to take action for the first time in its history to officially protect the Bahá’ís and their 
institutions and the Cause of God has received a publicity all over the world — entirely free of 
charge — which an expenditure of many thousands of pounds could not have secured for it. 

In spite of the great anxiety and pain which the crisis of last summer caused the Guardian, he 
could not help being highly gratified that, for practically the first time, publicity of a weighty 
nature was given to the Faith in such papers as the “Spectator”, the “Observer”, “The Times” and 
the “Manchester Guardian”, and that the voices of two such distinguished scholars as Professor 
Gilbert  Murray  and  Professor  Arnold  Toynbee  were  raised  in  defence  of  the  believers  of 
Bahá’u’lláh and His Faith. This has opened the door on a new phase of the unfoldment of the 
Faith in the British Isles. However slow the process may seem, the first inklings of its emergence 
as a public force can now be discerned…. 

The loss of some of the Spiritual Assemblies in England this year need not be viewed as an 
unduly horrible experience. It was inevitable that the British Bahá’í community would have to 
get itself, once and for all, grounded on the same basis as all other Bahá’í communities, namely, 
that of having Spiritual Assemblies function within defined civil limits. Although this seems to 
have dealt a set-back to the work,  it  is  purely temporary.  The localities have perforce been 
increased, which is a step in the right direction, and which cannot but widen the foundation of 
the Administrative Order. In those islands more members of the community will be given the 
opportunity to serve on local Assemblies and their committees; and above all, the new crisis 
which developed because of this change-over once more demonstrated the truly extraordinary 
and exemplary steadfastness of the British Bahá’ís which had led them, over and over again, at 
great cost to themselves, to throw themselves into the breach. Although this is a well-known 
national characteristic, it provides nevertheless a great example to their fellow-Bahá’ís all over 
the world.  The Guardian knows of  no community,  east  or  west,  which so  valiantly  and so 
consistently, one might almost say ferociously, has arisen to defend its Home Front. He has the 
greatest admiration for the spirit which animates them and for their achievements. 

He was sorry to refuse the request of the National Assembly to, under certain circumstances, 
permit the localities that would achieve Assembly status by next Riḍván, to have a delegate at 
the National Convention. He feels that, although this would no doubt have provided a great 
stimulus to the friends, it was an unjustifiable breach of the general administrative procedure.  If 
there are too many exceptions, the rule has a tendency to lose its clearly defined character, not 
to  mention  encouraging  other  communities  to  want  to  be  exceptions  too,  under  various 
circumstances! 

The Guardian hopes that during the coming year there will be more Assemblies incorporated, as 
he attaches great importance to this process. 
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He was delighted that the Irish translation had been completed, and also very happy to hear 
that the National Endowment for the British National Spiritual Assembly had been purchased. 
All these signs of life and vitality are greatly to be admired, and prove the intense virility and 
youthfulness of the British Bahá’í community. 

He was sorry to have to disappoint Mr. … who was so enthusiastic about his own design for the 
Temple. However, there was no possible question of accepting something as extreme as this. 
The Guardian feels very strongly that, regardless of what the opinion of the latest school of 
architecture may be on the subject,  the styles represented at present all  over the world in 
architecture are not only very ugly, but completely lack the dignity and grace which must be at 
least partially present in a Bahá’í House of Worship. One must always bear in mind that the vast 
majority of human beings are neither very modern nor very extreme in their tastes, and that 
what the advanced school may think is marvellous is often very distasteful indeed to just plain, 
simple people. 

The Hand of the Cause, Mr. Remey, has now completed a design for the Kampala Temple which 
meets with the Guardian’s approval. It will shortly be ready to be forwarded to the Central and 
East Africa National Assembly. 

It was a great pleasure for Shoghi Effendi to have a number of pilgrims from the British Isles as 
his guests this winter. They brought with them the spirit of perseverance and devotion so clearly 
evinced by the British believers; and he feels sure that, upon their return, they carried back 
much of inspiration and encouragement to the friends at home. 

Not the least of the landmarks reached on the international Bahá’í scene this year has been the 
formation of the three new National Bodies in Africa. Your Assembly and the community you 
represent have every reason to look with pride and affection upon the development of the 
Cause in the African continent, and upon the many spiritual children and grandchildren, and 
perhaps great-grandchildren you have over there. The record has been truly astonishing, and 
such as to gladden the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá Who so ardently longed, Himself, to go forth “on 
foot” and carry the Message to yet another of the far corners of the world. 

No doubt although the Central and East Africa Assembly is a strong one, it will still welcome and 
need at least a large measure of moral support from its parent; and he feels sure that you will 
always be ready and willing to help in any way you can with advice and suggestions,  and 
perhaps teachers and pioneers and other support as opportunity affords. (As he informed you 
when you were here,  he does not  feel  the British National  Spiritual  Assembly can support 
financially its Central and East Africa one. However, a token contribution would be a kind and 
appropriate gesture.) In any case, you should keep in close touch with the work there, a work 
dear, not only to the Guardian’s heart, but to all of yours as well. 

As regards certain questions raised in your letters: There is no objection for the time being in 
going on including in Prayer Books the Prayer of the Báb: “In the Name of God, the Victor of the 
Most Victorious”, etc. 

As  regards  the  question  raised in  Africa  about  divorce  connected with  adultery,  these  are 
matters for the future. No action of any new kind should be taken at present. 
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As regards strikes, the Guardian feels that your own understanding of the matter as expressed in 
your letter is quite correct, and he does not see the necessity of adding anything to it. We should 
avoid becoming rigid and laying down any more rules and regulations of conduct. 

Regarding taking oaths, there is nothing in the Teachings on this subject. As a Bahá’í is enjoined 
by Bahá’u’lláh to be truthful, he would express his truthfulness, no matter what the formality of 
the law in any local place required of him. There can be no objection to Bahá’ís conforming to 
the requirements of the law court whatever they may be in such matters, as in no case would 
they constitute in any way a denial of their own beliefs as Bahá’ís. 

Concerning the short obligatory Prayer: the Guardian does not wish to define these things at 
present; the time will come for it in future. The friends need not be too strict about it at present. 
The Greatest Name is Alláh-u-Abhá. 

He remembers you and all the N.S.A. members in his prayers most lovingly, and supplicates for 
your success and that strength may be given you to discharge your many important duties. 

[From the Guardian:] 

Dear and valued co-workers, 

The emergence of the Regional Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Central and East Africa, 
under such auspicious circumstances, and after the lapse of such a short period of time since 
the  inception  of  the  Ten  Year  Plan,  marks  a  milestone  of  far-reaching  significance  in  the 
unfoldment of the great historic Mission entrusted to the British Bahá’í community in the vast 
and  far-flung  territories  beyond  the  confines  of  its  motherland.  It  is,  moreover,  a  striking 
evidence of the exemplary and whole-hearted devotion of its members to that Mission, and of 
the vigour, the vigilance, the resourcefulness, the tenacity and the courage with which they have 
conducted this vast and magnificent enterprise launched in the heart of that continent, in the 
face  of  various  obstacles  and  with  such  limited  resources  at  their  disposal.  The  entire 
community, now standing on the threshold of still greater and nobler enterprises in other parts 
of  the  world,  and  particularly  its  national  elected  representatives,  who  have  so  splendidly 
discharged  their  responsibilities  overseas,  and  assumed  with  characteristic  resolution, 
fearlessness  and  consecration  the  direction  of  the  manifold  activities  of  so  dynamic  an 
enterprise, must be heartily congratulated on so conspicuous a victory, won in such a distant 
field, within so brief an interval,  at the cost of so much sacrifice, by so limited a number of 
pioneers, labouring amidst a people so divergent in language, customs and manners. 

Its sister communities in both the East and the West, and particularly its daughter communities, 
now blossoming into new life, and marching forth, unitedly and resolutely, along the path traced 
for them in the Ten Year Plan, cannot but feel proud of the tremendous work first initiated in the 
heart of Africa by British Bahá’í pioneers, and of the organising ability, the sound judgement, the 
unquestioning fidelity, and the dogged determination that have characterised every stage in 
the rise, the development and fruition of the first collective enterprise embarked upon beyond 
the confines of the British Isles by the British adherents of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh. 
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Though much of the responsibility hitherto discharged by your Assembly, in both the heart of 
the continent and the territories situated on its Eastern and Western shores, will now devolve on 
the newly established Regional Spiritual Assemblies, the particular Mission you have been called 
upon,  through  the  dispensation  of  Providence  to  fulfil,  is  by  no  means  concluded.  Every 
assistance within your power, particularly in matters requiring the aid, support and intervention 
of the authorities at the Colonial Office, and in connection with the translation of Bahá’í literature 
into African languages, their publication and dissemination, as well as with any publicity that 
can be given in  the British press  to  the marvellous achievements  of  the numerous Bahá’í 
communities recently raised up in Africa, and now energetically discharging their manifold and 
sacred duties all over that continent — such assistance should be constantly and unstintingly 
extended to these newly fledged communities which the power of the Most Great Name has 
called into being at so crucial a period in human history, and at so auspicious a stage in the 
mysterious unfoldment of God’s Plan for all mankind. 

While  this  beneficent,  slowly maturing,  irresistibly  advancing enterprise develops and gains 
momentum, through the concerted and tireless efforts of its original organisers in the British 
Isles and those in charge of its immediate destinies in Africa itself, a corresponding endeavour, 
no  less  consecrated,  persistent  and  enthusiastic,  should  be  exerted  in  the  Islands  of  the 
Mediterranean and the Far East, where similar exploits must needs be achieved by those who 
have performed such unforgettable feats among the Negroes of the African continent. 

Parallel  with  this  highly  vital  and  urgently  needed  exertion  in  foreign  fields,  a  further 
intensification of effort is required on the homefront, and particularly throughout the newly 
opened islands bordering the homeland itself,  now standing in such dire need of a flow of 
pioneers and a concentration of material resources unexampled in British Bahá’í history. There is 
no reason to doubt that the phenomenal progress achieved within the span of a few years, 
amidst an alien people, and in such distant and backward territories, will be duplicated, nay 
surpassed,  among  people  of  the  same  race,  speaking  the  same  language,  of  the  same 
background, and living in such close proximity to the Administrative Centre in the British Isles, 
provided that a determination no less unyielding, and a dedication no less whole-hearted and 
complete, will be displayed by those who have already won such memorable victories in such 
far-off and inhospitable regions of the globe. He Who in recent years infallibly guided from His 
realms above the steps of the little band of pioneers and administrators under such difficult and 
challenging circumstances, Who galvanised their souls, blessed their handiwork, raised their 
status, and noised abroad their fame, can well enable them, if they but arise to the occasion now 
presenting itself, to conquer with no less rapidity and even greater effectiveness, the citadels of 
men’s hearts, to tear down the barriers which now confront them, and ignite a fire in the hearts 
of their own countrymen as consuming as the one that has set ablaze, in so conspicuous a 
fashion, the souls of the African races over the length and breadth of an entire continent. 

The rapid increase in the number of the avowed supporters of the Faith, the multiplication of 
groups, isolated centres and assemblies within the limits of the homeland and its neighbouring 
islands, must be accompanied by a marked acceleration in the process of internal consolidation, 
such as the incorporation of firmly established local Assemblies, expansion in the publication 
and dissemination of Bahá’í literature, and the adoption of carefully considered measures aimed 
at giving a still wider publicity, among circles hitherto unapproached, or as yet inadequately 
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informed of the tenets, the aims and purposes, as well as the world-wide achievements of the 
Faith of Bahá’u’lláh in both the teaching and administrative spheres of its activities. 

The highly gratifying and truly praiseworthy success which has attended, so unexpectedly, the 
energetic  efforts  exerted  by  your  Assembly  in  connection  with  the  campaign  of  publicity 
initiated for the purpose of safeguarding the rights of our oppressed brethren in Persia must be 
regarded as a most encouraging sign, and should constitute a prelude and a stepping-stone to 
a still wider undertaking, aimed at a more systematic presentation of the ideals animating our 
beloved Cause and of its fundamental verities, and an adequate proclamation of its God-given 
mission to this distracted, sadly erring, and increasingly tormented generation. 

The annals  of  the British Bahá’í  community,  small  in numbers,  yet  unconquerable in spirit, 
tenacious in belief, undeviating in purpose, alert and vigilant in the discharge of its manifold 
duties and responsibilities, have in consequence of its epoch-making achievements been vastly 
enriched. The process set in motion and greatly accelerated through the successive formulation 
of the Six Year Plan, the Two Year Plan and the Ten Year Plan, must continue unabated and 
unimpaired. Nay with every passing day it must gather momentum. Every individual believer 
must, henceforth, encouraged and inspired by all that has already been achieved, contribute to 
its future and speedy unfoldment. That the entire community may befittingly respond to the 
call of the present hour and bring to a final consummation the Mission with which it has been 
entrusted is the deepest yearning of my heart and the object of my unceasing prayers. 

Shoghi 

Letter of 4 November 1956 

Northern Ireland Regional Teaching Committee 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Your letter of 16 Mas̱ híyyat 113, with enclosures, has been received by the beloved Guardian, and 
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf. 

He is most hopeful that the second week-end school will prove as successful and fruitful as the 
one held in February apparently was. 

The Guardian is delighted over the progress being made in Northern Ireland. He greatly admires 
the tenacity and spirit of dedication of the believers living in the British Isles, and is confident the 
friends in your region will unitedly bend all their energies toward the fulfilment of the goals they 
have set their hearts on attaining by next Riḍván. 

Rest assured of his loving prayers for you all…. 

[From the Guardian:] 

May the Beloved bless your efforts and those of your dear co-workers, and aid you to extend the 
range of your valued activities, and enable you to win memorable victories in the service of His 
Faith, 
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Your  true  brother,
Shoghi 

Letter of 8 December 1956 

Regarding  children  follow  American  procedure.  Approve  suggested  method  incorporation 
Mauritius.

Shoghi 

Letter of 14 December 1956 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The Beloved Guardian has directed me to write to your Assembly, with regard to the Tristan da 
Cunha Island. 

Earlier in the Ten Year Crusade, one of the English Bahá’ís offered to settle in this Island, in order 
to establish the Faith there. At that time, the Guardian felt we must concentrate on the goals of 
the Crusade only. Now, however, the Friends have won so many victories, and the goals of the 
Crusade are being gained currently, early in the Crusade, he feels supplementary areas may be 
settled — and for that matter, supplementary activities engaged in. 

Thus, if this friend still wishes to settle in the Island of Tristan da Cunha, he would welcome it 
being done. 

If only the home front would surge ahead, then the Crusade would surely be moving ahead of 
the schedule. Let us pray those at home will arise with the same dedication, and consecration as 
the valiant pioneers, causing a new life to be manifest on all home fronts. 

The Guardian sends the members of your Assembly his loving greetings…. 

Letter of 27 December 1956 

As national and few local Hazíras not yet returned letter thanks inadvisable.22 

Shoghi 

Letter of 12 January 1957 

Mr. Arthur Norton 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

22. Proposed letter of thanks to a Head of State.  
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Your loving letters concerning contributions to the Shrine of the Báb Fund, and the International 
Fund, have been received by the Beloved Guardian, and he has directed me to acknowledge 
them on his behalf. These contributions from the Friends in England, and the Friends in the 
Seychelles, are greatly appreciated by the Guardian. Receipt is enclosed. Will you please, on 
behalf of the Guardian express his appreciation to Mr. & Mrs. … and the devoted friends in the 
Seychelles. 

The Guardian has been deeply touched by the continuing victories being won by the friends in 
the Seychelles. 

The Beloved Guardian also wishes the dear Friends in England to know of his deep appreciation 
of their consecration, and their sacrifices for the Faith. This noble spirit cannot do other than 
attract the blessings of the Holy Spirit, which will assure victory. He assures you of his prayers in 
your behalf, and for the success of your many labours. 

He sends you his loving Greetings…. 

Letter of 12 January 1957 

To the Bahá’ís who were present at the Birmingham Teaching Conference, January 5th

Dear Bahá’í Friends, 

The beloved Guardian has received your letter of greeting, and was very happy to hear that the 
Birmingham Teaching Conference had been such an outstanding success. 

Undoubtedly the Faith in the British Isles is making steady and sound progress, and he hopes 
that during the coming months many of the Spiritual Assemblies which have been placed in 
jeopardy will be consolidated in time for the elections. He feels sure that the British Bahá’ís, who 
have done more pioneering per capita than any other Bahá’í community in the world, will do all 
in their power to safeguard the precious goals they have won at the cost of so much sacrifice 
and valiant endeavour. 

He assures you one and all of his loving prayers for your success, and that he will remember you 
in his visits to the Holy Shrines…. 

[From the Guardian:] 

May the Spirit of Bahá’u’lláh sustain you in your highly meritorious labours, guide every step you 
take in the path of service to His Faith, and enable you to lend a great impetus, in the days to 
come,  to the onward march of  our  beloved Cause throughout the British Isles  and to the 
consolidation of its divinely appointed institutions, 

Your  true  brother,
Shoghi 
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Letter of 26 February 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The Beloved Guardian has directed me to write your Assembly with regard to showing interior 
views of the Shrine of Bahá’u’lláh in slides. 

The Guardian read in some minutes, or in a report of one of the Summer Schools, that slides 
were shown of the Holy Land, and among them one of the interior of the Shrine. He would like 
to know whether this is the interior Garden, or the Inner Shrine itself, and whose slides they are. 

He feels that the Shrine of Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb are so sacred, it is improper for any slides to 
be shown of the Interiors. Thus, the slide which was shown at the Summer School should be 
destroyed, and if it forms a part of any sets of views of the Holy Land, this slide be removed from 
the set. 

He sends you his loving Greetings…. 

Letter of 27 February 1957 

Greatly deplore loss much loved John Mitchell staunch consecrated promoter faith. Reward his 
administrative pioneer services great Abhá Kingdom fervently supplicating progress his soul.

Shoghi 

Letter of 9 March 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Your loving letter of March 4th, with regard to the Shrine of Bahá’u’lláh, interior view, slide; which 
was shown or to be shown at your Summer School. 

The Guardian wishes me to see that all these slides are destroyed, and all informed that they 
should not be used. Therefore, can you send me the name of the person in America who sent 
the slide to the Bahá’í in England. 

This will permit me to stop the exodus of these slides at the source…. 

Letter of 14 March 1957 

Appeal valiant British Bahá’í community focus attention urgent needs pivotal centres strenuous 
immediate concerted efforts imperative safeguard outstanding prizes laboriously won fervently 
praying  success  deepest  love.

Shoghi 
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Letter of 16 March 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The Beloved Guardian has been greatly impressed by the number of Teaching Conferences held 
during the past year, especially in the virgin areas of the Ten Year Crusade. 

My records are not complete concerning the Teaching Conference of the Northern Islands. Will 
you please cable me on receipt of this where this Conference was held, and the dates…. 

Letter of 23 March 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Friend, 

Your loving letter of February 20th was duly received by the Beloved Guardian, and on March 
20th, the contributions referred to therein. 

The Guardian has directed me to acknowledge your letter and the contributions on his behalf. 
Receipt is enclosed. 

Will  you please write the Bahá’ís of … on behalf  of the Guardian, and thank them for their 
contribution for the construction of the International Archives Building. Their sacrifices in that 
difficult area, at this time, shows their depth of spiritual consciousness. The Guardian will pray for 
them, and for the success of their work. 

The Guardian also wishes to assure the Bahá’ís of the British Isles, of his appreciation of their 
sacrifice and devotion to the Cause of God. He is praying for them, for the success of their 
historic work, and for the rapid expansion of the Faith. He is sure the Blessings of the Beloved 
Master will rest on each and every one. 

Please  send  the  Friends  in  Kuwait  the  enclosed  photo,  showing  the  present  stage  of 
construction of the Archives Building. 

He sends his loving Greetings… 

Letter of 27 March 1957 

Deeply  mourn passing dearly  loved much admired greatly  gifted  outstanding hand cause 
George  Townshend.  His  death  morrow  publication  his  crowning  achievement  robs  British 
followers  Bahá’u’lláh  their  most  distinguished  collaborator  and  faith  itself  one  its  stoutest 
defenders. His sterling qualities his scholarship his challenging writings his high ecclesiastical 
position  unrivalled  any  Bahá’í  Western  world  entitle  him  rank  with  Thomas  Breakwell  Dr. 
Esslemont one of three luminaries shedding brilliant lustre annals Irish English Scottish Bahá’í 
communities. His fearless championship cause he loved so dearly served so valiantly constitutes 
significant landmark British Bahá’í  history.  So enviable position calls  for  national  tribute his 
memory by assembled delegates visitors forthcoming British Bahá’í convention. Assure relatives 
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deepest  loving  sympathy  grievous  loss.  Confident  his  reward  inestimable  Abhá  Kingdom.

Shoghi 

Letter of 30 March 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The Beloved Guardian has directed me to write you concerning a list which he desires, showing 
the languages into which the scriptures, or parts of them have been translated. 

He has the book entitled “The Gospel in Many Tongues” issued by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society,  the  Bible  House,  146  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.4,  (in  1948).  This  shows 
specimens of 770 languages in which this Society has published or circulated some portion of 
the Gospel. 

In the preface, they state “If those versions published by other agents are included, there are 
now well over a thousand forms of speech represented in the Library at Bible House”. 

The Guardian would like to secure a list of the additional some 300 languages into which the 
Gospel has been translated, referred to in this quotation. Could you secure it for him, from the 
Bible Society, at the Bible House. 

Is it fair to assume this would then be all the languages, from any source, into which the Bible or 
parts have been translated? Your early advice will be appreciated. 

For your information, in the list of languages into which Bahá’í literature has been translated, 
there are some 20, not included in the published book of the 770 languages into which Christian 
Scripture has been published, as covered by the Book. 

The question is, are these 20 included in the supplementary list, which makes the 1,000 or more 
into which Christian Scripture has been translated. Your sending the list will enable us to make 
the check here. 

If you could secure this list and send it promptly, it might enable the Guardian to include this 
interesting point in his Convention message…. 

Letter of 12 April 1957 

Dear John: 

Enclosed please find the beloved Guardian’s Message to the annual convention; it should be 
delivered to the Chairman to be read to and shared with the assembled friends…. 

P.S. In order to gain time this is being mailed through a pilgrim from Rome. 

P.S. No.4.  Will you please acknowledge receipt of this letter by cable to the Guardian.
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Letter of 19 April 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

The  Beloved  Guardian  has  been  very  deeply  impressed  with  the  latest  book  of  our  dear 
departed co-worker, Hand of the Cause, George Townshend. 

He feels that this Book should be used as the basis of a very active campaign of teaching and 
publicity throughout the British Isles. 

Publicity regarding the book should be arranged, book reviews secured, if possible. Religious 
leaders should be sent copies, even the highest Ecclesiastical leaders. Many copies should be 
mailed to the important leaders of the Church of England, and other religious denominations of 
the British Isles. 

This book very finely presents the relationship between Christ and Bahá’u’lláh, and outlines the 
manner in which the Bahá’í Faith is setting up the Kingdom of God, which the Christians are 
praying for. 

The Guardian feels that very beneficial results will be achieved by this active public programme, 
with this book, “Christ and Bahá’u’lláh” even if it stirs up opposition and criticism for the time 
being. 

He will pray for your Assembly, and for the success of your many labours in the Cause of God…. 

Letter of 30 April 1957 

Deeply appreciate convention message rejoice recent victories greatly value spirit animating 
entire  British  Bahá’í  community  cherish  brightest  hopes  fervently  supplicating  rapid 
consolidation home front essential prelude unprecedented expansion glorious mission British 
followers  faith  Bahá’u’lláh  foreign  fields  deepest  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 27 May 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to write about the … situation raised in one of your 
recent letters…. 

It is inconceivable and wholly inadmissible that any Bahá’ís in a community should be permitted 
to hold a Feast in their home and refuse admission to another believer; and your Assembly 
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should write accordingly in very strong terms to the … Assembly, pointing out that the Guardian 
is not only surprised to learn of this situation, but disapproves of it in the strongest terms. 

Any Bahá’í may attend a Feast, a local Bahá’í, a Bahá’í from out of town, certainly an isolated 
Bahá’í from the neighbourhood. 

It is the duty of the … Assembly to take strong measures to remedy this situation, and to ensure 
that the Feasts are held in a place and in a manner that conforms to the Bahá’í spirit…. 

Letter of 7 June 1957 (Shetland Summer School) 

Supplicating  abundant  blessings  deepest  love.

Shoghi 

Letter of 14 August 1957 

Delighted  historic  gathering  assure  fervent  prayers  unprecedented  expansion  activities.

Shoghi 

Letter of 30 August 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother: 

Your communications with their enclosures and material sent under separate cover have all 
arrived safely, and the beloved Guardian has instructed me to answer you on his behalf and to 
acknowledge receipt of your letters dated:  July 24, 27 and 31, August 24, 27, and 30, September 
7, 26, 27, and 28, October 5, 13 (signed by all members), and 15, November 5 (signed by Dorothy 
Ferraby),  and 28 (three),  and December 14,  18,  27,  and 28,  1956,  and January 8,  16,  20 (one 
undated), and 22nd, February 4, 6, 8, 11, 19, 21, 23, and 27, March 7, 8, 13, and 18 (two), May 6, 9, 21,  
(two), June 3, 11, 14, 19 and 25, July 12, 16, (two), 19, 21, 26, and August 2, and 5 signed by Ernest 
Gregory.23 

As a number of questions raised in your letters have been answered by cable or through the 
National Assembly Secretary, I will not go into those again here. 

23. He was elected to the National Assembly in 1954 when John Mitchell pioneered to Malta. He served until 
1963 when he became an Auxiliary Board Member. He left in April 1974 to serve at the World Centre and 
passed away there in  April  1978.  The Universal  House of  Justice cabled:  “Announce passing to Abhá 
Kingdom morning of first day Riḍván distinguished servant Bahá’u’lláh Ernest Gregory. His outstanding  
contribution growth British Bahá’í community as member many years National Spiritual Assembly and  
later  member  auxiliary  board ensure  him high place that  community’s  annals.  His  stirling qualities  
endeared him to all at world centre faith where his loss keenly felt. Advise British community join prayers  
thanksgiving his life progress his soul.”
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He was interested to see the Tablets which Dr. Moayad located in Cambridge, and appreciated 
having copies of them. 

It has been a great pleasure to have had so many members of the British Bahá’í community 
here last winter and spring as pilgrims. 

He is immensely proud of the work which has been accomplished during the last year, of the 
remarkable spirit of dedication which animates the entire community,  and which invariably 
produces, at an hour of crisis, a strong and healthy reaction on the part of the community to 
rush reinforcements to its weak Assemblies, when they are in danger of dissolution. 

He realises that the enforcement of the general rule that an Assembly must function within civic 
limits has caused considerable havoc in Britain, as well as other countries. However, it enables 
the  friends,  through  splitting  up  into  smaller  communities,  to  have  before  their  eyes  the 
appetising prospect of forming yet another Spiritual Assembly, all on their own, so to speak. It 
gives more believers the opportunity to serve on these Administrative Bodies, challenges the 
teaching activities of them all, and stimulates them to fresh efforts in the hope of early victory. 

The news of the success of your Convention this year; the fact that the community was able to 
manoeuvre its finances into a position of equilibrium, a position, incidentally, which it should 
make  every  effort  to  maintain;  the  large  number  of  friends  who  attended  the  beautiful 
memorial meeting held for the dear Hand of the Cause, George Townshend, also pleased and 
encouraged our beloved Guardian. 

He was pleased to hear from Rhodesia of the incorporation of the Salisbury Assembly, which 
seems to be in the nature of a foundation for the future incorporation of all Spiritual Assemblies 
throughout the Rhodesias. This is yet another valuable service which your Assembly has been 
instrumental in rendering the Faith in Africa. 

He thanks your Assembly for the coloured photographs of the Hazíratu’l-Quds and also for the 
film of the Summer School which you sent him. He was very pleased also to receive copies of the 
Irish pamphlets, and hopes the Gaelic translation will soon be out. 

As regards your question about printing in books the approval of the National Assembly, he 
thinks that, if in certain circumstances this seems inadvisable, there is no objection to omitting 
it. The approval of the National Body should be sought for all Bahá’í publications, so as to protect 
the Faith from unofficially disseminating information which may in some respects be false or 
inaccurate. Once this has been done, it is not so essential for the fact to appear in the book, if it  
will mitigate the effects of the book and decrease its sales…. 

The death of the Hand of the Cause, George Townshend, is a great loss to the British community 
as it not only deprives them of their most distinguished member, their unique Hand, but also of 
a most inspiring and faithful co-worker and a distinguished Bahá’í author. His latest book has 
been read with great interest by the Guardian, and he hopes your Assembly is ensuring its wide 
distribution to various religious leaders in Britain.  If  opposition to the Faith can be aroused 
through this book, it will be the greatest service that dear George Townshend has ever rendered. 
It was always his hope that, through his pen, sparks would fly and begin the conflagration in 
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whose light the Faith would shine forth in all its splendour. Let us hope that this last service of 
his  will  indeed prove to be the vital  spark setting off  this  process of  opposition which will  
inevitably lead to a wide recognition and acceptance of the Faith. 

The  Guardian  hopes  that  during  the  present  year  the  home  Assemblies  will  not  only  be 
maintained and groups prepared for assembly status next Riḍván, but that it will be possible to 
reinforce the work in the islands off the shores of the British Isles. The sooner a nucleus of local 
people is established in these goal places the sooner will the pioneers be able to move on to 
new fields and to lend their assistance to the teaching work either on the Home Front or in the 
Pacific area. 

Please assure the dear pioneers that he greatly admires their steadfastness of purpose, their self-
sacrifice and their exemplary spirit, and that he particularly prays for them in the Holy Shrines. 

As regards the future work in the Pacific: It is entirely premature at this time for your Assembly 
to think about the work there.  The Home Front and the work in the neighbouring islands 
around Great Britain, as well as those allotted under the Ten Year Plan to your Assembly in the 
Mediterranean, must receive the concentrated attention of your Body, its Committees and the 
believers. When the time comes to become active in the Pacific area, you may be sure he will let 
you know! 

He feels that the urgent need now is to get out “Some Answered Questions”, which is one of the 
most important books for a proper study of the Faith. When this has been printed, the next 
publication of the Master’s Works can be considered…. 

As to your question about the words used in the marriage ceremony; the two versions mean 
practically the same thing, and either may be used.24 

It is most regrettable that the Caravan should have gotten hold of …; if this situation is stirred up 
too much it will only enable Ahmad Sohrab to make a big fuss and get more publicity. In view of 
this the Guardian feels your Assembly should be watchful and seek out, if possible, a suitable 
person and a suitable opportunity to call to her attention the facts that the Bahá’í Faith, so 
widely  spread  and  acknowledged,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Caravan  which  is  a  purely 
opportunist organisation and so loosely knit together as to have almost no power of influencing 
people one way or another. To do the wrong thing in a situation such as this would be worse 
than to do nothing. 

He assures you one and all of his loving prayers for your success in all you do for the Faith. 

[From the Guardian:] 

Dear and valued co-workers, 

The year that has just elapsed, following upon the swift and spectacular success achieved by the 
firmly grounded, the progressive and alert British Bahá’í community in the heart of the African 
Continent  —  a  success  attested  by  the  triumphant  emergence  of  the  Regional  Spiritual 

24. The two versions are: “We will all, verily, abide by the Will of God”, and “Verily we are content with the  
Will of God”.  
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Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Central and East Africa — has witnessed a progress throughout the 
length and breadth of the Homefront, as well as in the northern islands in the neighbourhood of 
the British Isles, which, though not spectacular, nevertheless testifies to the earnestness, the 
devotion  and  the  exemplary  tenacity  with  which  the  members  of  this  community  are 
conducting, in all its aspects, the noble Mission entrusted to their care, and are grappling with 
the manifold problems involved in its prosecution. 

This present and crucial year must be signalised in the annals of British Bahá’í history by a 
substantial measure of internal administrative consolidation and a noticeable expansion in the 
all-important teaching field, which will enable the members of this community, now standing 
on the threshold of a new and brilliant phase in the unfoldment of their Mission in foreign fields, 
to reinforce and broaden the base of their future operations beyond the confines of their native 
land. 

The splendid work achieved, in such a short space of time, in a field so distant, and amongst a 
race so alien in its background, outlook and customs, must, if the significance of that Mission is 
to be properly assessed, be regarded as only a prelude to the series of future campaigns which 
the privileged members of the British Bahá’í community, residing and firmly rooted in the heart 
of a far-flung Commonwealth and Empire, will, if faithful to such a Mission, launch, in the years 
ahead,  in the islands of  the North Sea and of the Mediterranean,  as well  as in the remote 
territories situated in the Pacific area — campaigns which, in their range and significance, must 
throw into shade the feats performed in the African Continent. 

To be enabled to rise to this occasion, to ensure the energetic, the systematic and uninterrupted 
conduct of so vast and diversified an enterprise, amidst peoples and races fully as promising, 
and even more remotedly situated, and presenting them with a challenge more severe than any 
which has faced them in the past, the small band of the ardent, the high minded, the resolute 
followers of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh, charged by Destiny and by virtue of the enviable position 
they occupy, with so glorious a responsibility for the future awakening of the great masses, living 
under the shadow of, or whose governments are directly associated with, the British Crown, 
must needs in the years immediately ahead, acquire greater coherence, increase more rapidly in 
numbers, definitely emerge from obscurity, plumb greater depths of consecration, enrich its 
store of administrative experience, become definitely self-supporting, and associate itself more 
closely, through the body of its elected representatives and its future Hands, with the National 
and Regional Spiritual Assemblies on the European mainland and in all the other continents of 
the globe, and particularly with the Hands already appointed in both the Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres. 

The  sooner  these  prime  requisites,  so  essential  for  a  further  unfoldment  of  the  mighty 
potentialities inherent in so splendid a Mission, are fulfilled, the sooner will the call be raised for 
the opening of a new chapter in the history of British Bahá’í achievements overseas. 

The rapid multiplication of isolated centres, groups and local assemblies, particularly in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, Wales and Eire; the incorporation of firmly grounded local spiritual assemblies; 
a greater measure of publicity; a wider dissemination of Bahá’í literature; a quick and substantial 
rehabilitation of the vitally important national Fund; a firmer grasp of the essential verities of the 
Faith;  a more profound study of its history and a deeper understanding of the genesis,  the 
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significance, the workings, and the present status and achievements of its embryonic World 
Order and of the Covenant to which it owes its birth and vitality — these remain the rock-
bottom requirements which alone can guarantee the opening and hasten the advent, of that 
blissful era which every British Bahá’í heart so eagerly anticipates, and the glories of which can, 
at present, be but dimly discerned. 

Now, of a certainty, is not the time for the members of this gallant band, so thinly spread over 
the length and breadth of its island home, and reaching out, so laboriously yet so determinedly 
to  the  inhospitable  islands  fringing  its  northern  and  western  coasts,  to  dwell,  however 
tentatively, on the nature of the tantalising task awaiting them in the not distant future, or to 
seek to  probe into its  mysterious,  divinely  guided operation.  Theirs  is  the duty  to  plod on, 
however  tedious  the  nature  of  the  work  demanding  their  immediate  attention,  however 
formidable the obstacles involved in its proper execution, however prolonged the effort which 
its success necessitates, until the signs of its ultimate consummation, heralding the launching of 
what is sure to be the most spectacular phase of their Mission, are clearly discerned. 

A responsibility, at once colossal, sacred and highly challenging, faces not only the body of the 
elected representatives of this community, but each and every one of its members.  As the world 
spiritual Crusade, to the successful prosecution of which the British followers of the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh have, singly and collectively, so markedly contributed, approaches its mid-point, the 
evidences of this indispensable quickening of the tempo of Bahá’í activity all over the British 
Isles  and the  islands  situated in  their  neighbourhood and far  beyond their  confines,  must 
become  more  manifest  and  rapidly  multiply.  The  admiration  and  esteem  in  which  a 
community, relatively small in numbers, strictly limited in resources, yet capable of such solid 
and enduring achievements, is held by its sister and daughter communities in every continent 
of the globe, far from declining must be further enhanced.  The historic process originated as far 
back as the year which witnessed the formulation of the Six Year Plan on the occasion of the 
Centenary of the Declaration of the Báb in S̱ híráz, which gathered momentum, as a result of the 
inauguration of the Two Year Plan which followed the Centenary of the Báb’s Martyrdom in 
Tabríz, which received a tremendous impetus, in consequence of the launching of the Ten Year 
Crusade, commemorating the centenary celebrations of the birth of Bahá’u’lláh’s Mission in 
Ṭihrán — such a process must, as the centenary celebrations designed to commemorate the 
Declaration of that same Mission in Baghdád approaches, be so markedly accelerated, and yield 
such a harvest, as will astonish the entire Bahá’í world, and give the signal for the inauguration, 
by those who have so spontaneously set this process in motion, more than a decade ago, of a 
blissful  era  designed  to  carry  the  chief  builders  of  Bahá’u’lláh’s  embryonic  World  Order, 
throughout the unnumbered, the diversified and widely scattered Dependencies of the British 
Crown, to still greater heights of achievements in the service and for the glory of His Faith. 

May they, as they forge ahead along the high road leading to ultimate, total and complete 
victory, receive as their daily sustenance, a still fuller measure of the abounding grace, promised 
to the believers of an earlier generation by the Centre of the Covenant, the Author of the Divine 
Plan, Himself, on the occasion of His twice-repeated visit to their shores, and which has been 
unfailingly vouchsafed to themselves, in the course of over three decades, since the birth of the 
Formative Age of the Faith and the rise of its Administrative Order in their homeland. 

Shoghi 
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Letter of 7 September 1957 

Dear Bahá’í Brother, 

On behalf of our beloved Guardian I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter of 17th 
August enclosing the minutes of the meeting of the British N.S.A. held at the Summer School on 
August 8th…. 

Letter of 14 September 1957 

Welcome determination  assembled friends  summer  school  praying fervently  friends  attain 
goals  scale  nobler  heights  path  service  cause  Bahá’u’lláh.

Shoghi 

Letter of 2 October 1957 

Dear John: 

In “The Voice of Youth” for July, page ten, there is an article by David Solomon in which he 
quotes some very significant passages from the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Guardian would like to 
have the exact source of these passages, and the quotations in the paragraphs in which they 
occur, written out in full…. 

Letter of 11 October 195725 

Confident  British  community  richly  deserves  new  honour.

Shoghi 

25. Sent in reply to a cable expressing gratitude for the appointment of two British Hands of the Cause of 
God.  

71


